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More blood in Ulster as Trimble 


and Adams stonewall over peace 


%iS NORTHERN Ireland’s lead- 
ers dashed verbally in TOasb- 
mgton DC yesterday overarms 
deccimmisskming, blood was 
once again spilt on the streets 
afBdfast as a leading loyalist 
figure was gunned down, 

H3s death, in the tough 
Protestant ShankiD Road area 
of the rifru momentarily looked 
like a spasm of republican 
retaliation for this week’s loy- 
alist assassination of the 
nationalist solicitor Rosemary 
Nelson in Co Armagh. 

Within hours, however; it 
emerged that he had been shot 
by feDow denizens of the loyal- 
ist paramilitary underworld. 

It was reported that he had 
, fallen out with former col- 
leagues, possibly because he 
1 was too militant or possibly 


By David mcBStzrick 
I reland Correspondent 
and Andrew Marshall 
in Washington 


TWE PEACE WPCESS 



because they believed he had 
killed another loyalist figure. 

, The fact that he had been 
Ablled fay loyalists rather than 
republicans guiswi an imme- 
dateeashginabuiKI-iyoften- 
sion caused by visions of a new 
tit-for4at shooting wac 

Butthesttuatfon in both the 
pohtk^ wodd and the para- 
military sphere is stffl regard- 
ed as highly volatile and 
unpredictaMe. 

One small but violent group, 
the Ref Hand . Defenders, 
swore to lake revenge on the 
Ulster WunteerFbrce (UVF), 
whidi they blamed for the 
killing. < Q)b Red Hand Defend- 
ers have claimed that they 
Wted Rosemary Nelson. 

As preparations went on for 
today's funeral of the soKdtoi; 
natinnaftrtandlhnonistlead^ 

. atecke d eac h other verbally in 
•Washington, where they were . 
&ie to meet President BID din- 
ton. Tbe^ White House is hoping 


to help broker a solution to the 
impasse over the new Northern 
Ireland executive, which is 
deadlocked over the question of 
whether or not Sinn Fein *•?»** 
join without ERA arms decom- 
missioning " 

*Tt is not a question of 
whether; but a question of 
when, 1 * said David Trimble, the 
first minister-designate. 

The Ulster Unionist Party 
leader insisted that without a 

first step rm rfkarrmmipnt <5nn 

Item cannot join the executiva 
If there w as pressure from out- 
side for the executive to go 
ahead without decommission- 
ing, It won’t last the day”, he 
said. Mr TVimble called for 

Protestant iun-amfli»»ri«»g to 

take the first step towards de- 
commissioning. . 

But Geny Adams was 
equally dear that the Good 
Friday Agreement did not 
require such a step. “The Pres- 
ideot knows as well as Mr^ nim- 
ble that IRA decommissioning 
is not a precondition for Sinn 
Ftem to hold ministerial office,” 
the Sinn Fein leader said. 

Brushing Aside Mr TYim- 
ble’s concerns, Mr Adams saM- 

"Thft rfpjrfflnri^ ho fe malring of 

me? I can’t deliver those.. He 
knows that You know that 
Everybody knows that” 

A farther postponement far 
the new Assembly beyond the 
2 April deadline would be im- 
possible, he added: “The 
British have already moved 
this deadline so many times 
they can’t move it again." 

But behind-the-scenes dis- 
cussions have been going on 
about a possible formula to get 
around the problem. “The art 
of politics is to try and find the 
possible,” the Irish Prime Min- 
ister; Bertie Ahern, said. 

The President was expected 
to tell Mr Adams and Mr Trim- 
ble that they must both yield 
ground. But there is suspicion 
and antagonism on both sides, 
and both believe that the other 
is stonewalling for their own 
advantage. Mr Ahern, Mr 
Adams and Mr Trimble, along 
with the Secretary of State for 
Northern Ireland, Mo Mowlam, 
were at a St Patrick’s Day (fin- 
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US President Bill CEmton (centre) and the Irish Prime Mhristei; Bertie Ahem (right), leaving the Capitol after yesterday’s St Patrick’s day lunch in Washington Dcmg Mills 


ner for the American-Ireland 
Fbndm Washington an Tbesdgy 
night, and another vast party 
was to be held on the White 
House lawn last night Mr 
Adams and Mr Trimble were 
also due to meet yesterday as 
part of the frenetic round of 

nwria^yin g pnliry Higmfprfong 
and social events that mark the 
celebration of St Patrick’s Day 
in the United States capital. 


The man killed in Belfast 
was Frankie Cony a leading 
figure in loyalist paramOitazy 
circles for two decades. 

Efe was shot by three men on 
waste ground around lunch- 
time. He met his death at 
almost the exact spot where bis 
unde. Gusty Spence, shot dead 
a CatboEcman in one of the first 
UVF tailings in 1966. 
kfesterday the Red Band De- 


fenders said the UVF had billed 
Frankie Curry. 

The dead man had been 

within the loyalist, par amilitar y 

mainstream until a few years 
ago, when be was said to have 
finked up with the renegade 
Billy Wright, known as “King 
Bat” When Wrights organisa- 
tion declared a ceasefire, Cuny 
was reported to have moved on 
to support other stfltadive or- 


ganisation such as the RHD. 
Although the RHD yesterday 
threatened several senior loy- 
alists fay name, it claimed Cuny 
was not one of their members. 

It remains to be seen 
whether the RHD will have 
the capacity to take on the , 
UVF, which is much larger and 
far better armed. 

Killers try to wreck ! 
peace, page 2 I 


Garnet Point. 


Blair says no to big 
pay-off for Santer 


A MOVE TO block .severance 
payments of up to £S0Q,QQQ 
Ba ch for Jacques Santer and 
other disgraced members of the 
European Commission was 
launched by toe Prime Mims- 
ter yesterday 

Mr. Santer finally bowed to 


B y Andr ew Grice and 
Katherine biftjjsr 


■iSfjand down as the Commia- 

president fonowing the 
Bathing criticism of fraud and 

F“ s ®®P»MSeineat iu.an official 
5**° *** S 0 * the beleaguered 
uann *«s»on ran into further 
«*en it emerged 
®egbere. who lose their 


Tbqy^airfoidthe House of 
Commons yesterday: “In 
res Pe^ to -the pay 0 g St of 


course, if someone is guflty of 
fraud or miscanduct, those will 
not apply” Howevei; there was 
scepticism in Brussels about 
whdber Mr Blair’s move would 
succeed. Some sources sug- 
gested that the commissioners 
would be entitled to severance 
pgymente because there was no 
evidence they had personalty 
benefited from fraud. 

Edith Cresson, the French 
commissioner criticised by the 
inquiry, would be entitled to 
around £72,000ia year for three 
years, plus a permanent pen- 
sion of about £30,000 a yean 

Mr Blair’s spokesman 
insisted that huge pqyaSs 


would look “odd”, adding: “If 
people leave under a cloud 
with fraud in the air we would 
want to make sure that was 
looted at property:” 

Ministers revealed last night 
that Mr Blair’s plans for sweep- 
ing reforms of the Conmnssion 
could indude beefing up the 
Council of Minis ters from the 
European Union’s member 
states. Under Mr Blair’s Wue- 

print, each country might nom- 
inate a “minister for Europe” to 

monitor the ConjmisskHfswnrk. 

After meeting the 19 mem- 
bers of his team in Brussels 
yesterday, Mr Santer aban- 
doned his efforts to cfing to his 
post untfl his five-year term of 
office ends in December The 
C ommission ag reed to stop all 



IOC expels six 
over bribes 


C 


Jacques Santer. Finally 
promised to stand down 


but toe most urgent work and 
remain only in a Managerial ca- 
pacity until replacements could 

be appointed. “We have re- 
signed and we have neither the 
desire nor the intention to re- 
main in office a moment longer 
than is necessary,” the com- 
missiooef s said in a statement 
EU in crisis, pages 16-17 
David Aaronovitch, 
Review page 3 


IN ONE of the most dramatic 
days in the 106 -year history of 

the modern Olympics, its ruling 
bocty the International Olympic 
Committee GOO, expelled six 
menfoereacmsed of corruption 
at an extraordinary general 
meeting in Iausanne yraterday 
I The expulsions followed the 
allegations of payments ofhribes 
and gifts worth hundreds of 
thousands of pounds that have 
rocked the Olympic movement 
since the end of last yean Each 
of the six IOC members was ac- 
cused of receiving money or 
favours from the Salt Late City 
bidding committee that was 
awarded the 2002 winter Games, 
Those expelled were 
Congo's Jean-Claude Ganga, 
Ecuador's Agustm Arroyo, Zen 
El Abdin A Gadir of Sudan, 


ByPaltllashmar 


Lamine Keita of MaK, Chile's 
Sergeo San t a n de r Rmtini and 
Samoa’s Paul Wafiwork. The 
case of South Korea’s Un Yong 
Kim remains unresolved. 

After the meeting, attended 
tty 90 IOC members, the vice- 
president Dick Bound, who 
beaded the inquiry into the al- 
legations, said: “We are at toe 
end of a new beginning. Justice 
has been done." He said toe j 
movement was now putting 
into place a number of reforms. 

The IOC president, Juan 
Antonio Samaranch, whose po- 
sition has seemed precarious, 
won an overwhelming vote of 
confidence in a secret ballot at 
the start of the meeting. 
Samaranch escapes, page 6 
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‘For all we knew, Holyfield spent the whole 
night pinging Lewis’s nose with an elastic band 

& MARK STEEL CATCHES THE BIG FIGHT, LIVE ON THE RADIO IN THE BAGEL SHOP 
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Blair vows to 
hunt down 
Nelson killers 


THE PRIME MINISTER vowed 
yesterday that no stone would be 
left unturned in the hunt for the 
murderers of the Northern Ire- 
land lawyer Rosemary Nelson. 

At Commons question time, 
Mr Blair said the toilers were 
“not loyal to anything other 
than their own bigotry and prej- 
udice, and that is not a loyally 
shared by any sensible member 
of the United Kingdom”. 

He said the killers were “try- 
ing to wreck the hopes of peace 
for the vast majority of people 
in Northern Ireland' 1 . 

He spoke as the Chief Con- 
stable ofKent was due to arrive 
in Ulster to begin his investi- 
gation. into the brutal murder. 
David Phillips was asked to lead 
the sensitive inquiry after the 
Chief Constable of the RUC, Sir 
Ronnie Flanagan, said he want- 
ed the investigation to be trans- 
parent and seen to be so. Mr 
Phillips win oversee the inves- 
tigation, in which die FBIis also 
being given a role. 

Sir Ronnie said he thought 
it important Ibr the Nelson 
family to know that “not only 
will ibis investigation be metic- 
ulous, but that it win be trans- 
parently obvious to them and 
the watching world as such”. 

Tfce decision to bring the FBI 
into the Nelson investigation 


By Andrew Marshall 
AND COLIN BROWN 

follows long-standing police 
links between Dublin, Belfast 
and Washington. Sir Ronnie 
initiated the idea soon after Mrs 
Nelson’s death, and he dis- 
cussed it very early the next 
morning with Mo Mowlam, the 
Secretary of State for Northern 
Ireland, who had just arrived in 
Washington. 

It was prompted by the per- 
sonal friendship between Sir 
Ronnie, the Garda Commis- 
sioner Pat Byrne and the FBI 
director Louis Freeh. Both Sir 
Ronnie and Mr Byrne attend- 
ed the FBrs National Academy 
an 1 1- week training pro- 
gramme for police managers 
from the US and around the 
world, and its National Execu- 
tive Institute. Policemen from 
the RUC and the Garda 
Siochana also attended a 
s pecial training programme 
earlier this year at the FBI 
Academy in Quantico, Virginia 

The FBI would not com- 
ment on its role in the Nelson 
investigation yesterday. British 
officials said it was much too 
early to say what assstance the 
FBI might provide. 

A group called the Red Hand 
Defenders has claimed re- 


sponsibility for the car bomb 
winch killed Mrs Nelson, leav- 
ing her husband and three chil- 
dren devastated. 

Her two sons were brought 
home early from a school ski- 
ing trip in France to be with, 
their father and sister for 
today’s requiem mass at St 
Peter’s Church, Luigan, fol- 
lowed by a .cremation at 
Roseiawn, East Belfast 

Vigils for Mrs Nelson woe 
held last night in Luigan, Lon- 
donderry and Armagh, and 
more vigils and demonstra- 
tions are planned. Meanwhile, 
the RUC has issued a fresh 
appeal for information about 
the murder: 

Mrs Nelson’s murder and 
yesterday’s shooting of the 
loyalist paramilitary Frankie 
Curry heightened anxiety at 
Westminster over the peace 
process and the29 March dead- 
line for making progress on the 
Northern Ireland assembly. 

Some senior politicians are 
privately convinced that the 
peace process will collapse. 
“It's deadlocked and is falling 
apart,” said one Ulster Union- 
ist MR 

But those close to Mo 
Mowlam said she was sliding 
by her call for strong nerves in 
the run-up to the ripaffinp. 



A girl helping her friend to put the finishing touches on her make np yesterday as they prepare to take part m 
the parade which was the highlight of the five day St Patricks festival in Dublin ■*. Ferrari BaredesjReuterz 


Straw wants anti-racism lessons in all-white schools 


AN ATTEMPT to introduce 
anti-racism programmes to 
schools in all-white areas was 
announced by Home Secre- 
tary Jack Straw yesterday 
when he addressed a race 
seminar of young people. 

At the meeting in the House 
of Commons, Mr Straw said 
much of the progress on race 
relations stemmed from the 


By Bob Roberts 


anti-racism work of inner-dly 
education authorities 15 to 20 
years ago. 

He said: “They were realty 
criticised for this. They were 
told it was political correct- 
ness. They were told they 
were being the thought police 
and an the rest of it 


BRITAIN TODAY 


“Now it is regarded as 
received wisdom. What we 
have got to do is mate sure 
that it is rolled out in other 
areas, particularty white-only 
areas where we can get some 
serious racial stereotyping.” 
Mr Straw told the audience 
of young people that it was 
time to stop seeing race issues 
as a modem problem and 
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FORECAST 


■don South-east England and East AngHa will start 
er vwth s howe rs 


cloudy wrtth rain. 

clearing to leave some sunshine. It will turn cooler with s ho w e rs returning this 
afternoon. The rest of England and Wales mIH also Be cooler than recently with a 
mix or sunny spells and snowers. Northern Ireland and Western Scotland vriB also 
have showers. It mu rum Increasingly windy and as the showers turn Increasingly 
wintry, there wilt be bRzzards acro ss the Highlands. Eastern Scotland will escape 
mostly dry with better sunny spells. 

London, SB 4 Cent S England. E Angtta. E Mftnswds. E Bigbod: A doudy 
start with patchy light rain clearing to leave a cooler and brighter afternoon with 
solaced showers. A light north-westerly wind. Max temp lt-1 3C (52-5SF). 

W h ie s . Wf Mdands, MM England, Lake Disc, bfct or Mm Sunny spells but 
cool with showers breaking out. A moderate north-westerly wfntL Max temp 9-12C 
(08-54F1. 

OianiMH to, SW England: Cooler than recently wfth isolated showers, but some 
wnshine in between. A moderate norm-westeny wfrtd. Max Hemp 10-12C (50- 
SAFV 

Cent N ft NE England: increasingly windy with the odd shower over the hills, but 
also some sunny spelts. A freshening westerly wind. Max temp 8-1 IC [48-52F). 

5E ft NE Scotland. Edinburgh. Hhgrrlian' Colder than recently with the odd 
shower and some sunshine. A fres h en i ng westerly nM, Mac temp 7-9C (45-48F). 

SW ft NW Scotla n d, filwgow, WAN bles: Sunny breaks but diowery and 
windy. A fresh to strong westerly wind. Max temp S-8C (43-46F). 

N Ireland: Cool and breezy with showers and sunny spells. A fresh west to north- 
temp S-I 


westerly wind. Max temp &-I0C (46-50F)- 


OUTLOOK 

Tomorrow will remain cool with further sunny spells and showers, these increas- 
ingly of sleet and snow In Scotland. The north will have raid on Saturday but the 
south win stay drier and brighter. 


TRAVEL 


London: A12 Green Man Roundabout, 
Loywnstooo. Major readworits on new 
Mil ink toad. Until 31st December. 
Bristol: MS JIB-19. Major Hoadwrata an 
Aranmoutfi Bridge. Until 23rd June 2001. 
Wpwfdcshire.-M^ Between J10 Tamwrti 
sertfces and J9 Suoon Cofcfltekl RoaAnrts 
and tanrallow. umff 23rd Apr*. 

South Yorkshire: Ml Between J34Hretey 
viaduct (AGIOS) & J34 Tinsley Viaduct 
IA61 78). Sheffield. Carriageway is reduced 
to two lanes southbound. Until 21st 
November 2000. 

Glouce ster shire: A40 Lansdown Ad, 


Cheltenham. Closed due to madworieg 
WjountL Diversions in place. Una lot June. 
Co-Antrim: At King sway, Duitmuiray. 
Roadworks, various tew restrictions. Undf 
1st August 

Derbyshire: AG Between Derby Southern 
Bypass (AGO) and Shardlow Rood nwnf- 
atxwL East of Ahaston. Cortbaflow far writ 
on now A50. Until IStti October. 

AA Roadaratcfc Cali 0336 401777 Ibr 
the latest local and national traffic news. 
Sauce: The Automobile Association. Calls 
charged at 50p per min (Inc VAT]. 


LIGHTING 

UP 


Bdh« 

6.32pm 

to 

6.30am 

BtrmlogtuB] 

6.16pm 

to 

6.14am 

Bristol 

6.13pm 

to 

6.17am 

«awpwi 

626pm 

u> 

6.23am 

London 

6.10pm 

to 

6.07am 

ibKbtmt 

6.18pm 

to 

6.15ara 

Hiscwth 

6.15pm 

CO 

6.13am 


Cork 


NIGH TIDES 

AM HT PM HT 
7.36 133 737 133 

5.52 4.6 6.11 45 
6.04 5.7 637 5.6 
11.18 63 11.41 63 
Poa I.awg>nfce 11.42 43 

53 5 5.5 5.58 5.4 

12-48 33 1.10 33 
12.00 4.0 1236 43 
1038 53 11.02 5.7 
Hull (Albert DkJ 6.40 83 6.48 9.1 

King* Lynn 6.40 7.1 6.48 7.7 

Leith 232 5.7 3.06 53 

Uuetpoo! 11.37 93 11.59 9.8 

633 73 6.54 73 

534 73 5.45 7.3 
7.36 2-2 837 2.1 
1136 4.7 

825 53 8A5 52 
Scarborough 424 S.7 433 6.0 

Wfcfc 11.39 3.7- 

Hetgtrt measured In metres 


AIR QUALITY 

Today's readings 


London 

NO, 

Moderate 

SO, 

Good 

S England 

Good 

Good 

Wales 

Good 

Good 

C England 

Good 

Good 

H Fngtaml 

Good 

Good 

Scotland 

Good 

Good 

N Ireland 

Good 

Good 


SUN « MOON 


Sow rises: 06.09 
Sob secs: 16.10 

Moon rises: 06.46 
Moon sets: 19.09 

HTK quarter March 24 



WEATHERLINE 

For the latest forecasts dH 0891 5009 
Mowed by the cno digits Ibr your area. 
Saute: The Met. Office. Calls dinged at 
5 Op per min (Inc VAT) 



start . celebrating Britain’s 
multi-cultural society. 

’ “A hundred years ago there 
was in many ways worse dis- 
crimination, for example, 
against Jews and the Irish 
than there is today against 
Made and Asian people," said 
Mr Straw. 

“Many black and Asian peo- 
ple I speak to say what realty 


YESTERDAY 


EXTREMES 

toratse London 20C (68F) 
Coldest (day): Lerwick 9C (48 F) 
Wtottmr Skye 2.0 mm 
Bnaafesb Battle 10.4 hra 
For 24hrs to 2pm Wednesday 


cheeses them off is being 
regarded as a problem. 

“What we have got to start 
doing is celebrating the fact 
that Britain has become a 
great society because it has 
always been a melting pot for 
people of different races and 
religions going right back to 
the Romans.” 

Facing questions from the 


audience, Mr Straw dashed 
with one student over 
whether he should have 
sacked Metropolitan Police 
Commissioner Sir Paul Con- 
don after the inquiry report 
into the handling of the 
Stephen Lawrence murder 
investigation. 

Mr Straw said the inquiry 
team had not called for ins 


sacking. The commissioner 
had accepted there was insti- 
tutional racism in the force 
and Sir Paul had put in place 
a programme “for securing 
change”. 

But Yasmine Amevor, 17, 
from Adand Burghley High 
School in Camden, London, 
said: “He should go and he 
should have gone already.” 


Low-tar ] 
brands 
mislead - 
smokers 




BY B1LKKN MURPHY 

■ ■ »*£“ 

millions OF smokers are" 
being deceived into thinking , 
that low-tar cigarettes are less 
harmful than other brands, ac- 
cording to a report published Aj 
vesterday. 

The Health Education Au- 
thority iHEA) found that smok- . 
ers were being misled by the 
way in which low- tar cigarettes 
were packaged and promoted 7 
It has called for the use of - 
terms such as “light", "ultra" 
and “mild" to be banned 

The HEA, which estimates 
there are between three and / 
four million people in England 
smoking light cigarettes, also 
wants tobacco compares to be 
forced to disclose all cigarette T 1 
ingredients and additives. 

This follow's recent research 
which suggested that low- tar 
cigarettes were no less harm- .- 
fid than regular cigarettes, pro- ■ 

during tar and nicotine levels , ~K 
far higher than those printed on iff 
tiie packet. One shitty found no ' 
difference in lung-cancer rates • 
between those who smoked .. 
high-tar cigarettes and those V ; 
who smoked low-tar brands. 

The HEA survey found that 
more than one jn four (.28 per 
cent) of smokers thought low- 
tar cigarettes were less harm- 
ful than regular brands, with the 
young most likely to think this. 

Steve Woodward, smoking 
campaign manager of the HEA, 
sakl: “Smokers are being duped 
into believing that low-tar cig- 
arettes are somehow better 
for them by advertising and 
packaging. People often chan® 

Jhe way they inhale when they 
smoke low-tar brands - they 
take deeper drags or more' 
puffs in order to get more iucd- • 
tine. In doing this they also gefV 
higher levels of tar and tobac- v 
co companies have known this \ 
foryears... 

‘-The levd of lar in a dgarete E 
is measured in a machine but 
people don't smoke like ma->V 
chines. The way people actually i • 
smoke them can turn so -called^ 
low-tar cigarettes into normal 
strength cigarettes." 


0 



Son 

Bata 

Max 


hrs 

mm 

*C 

•F 

Aberdeen 

0 

33 

14 

57 

Anglesey 

3.8 

0.5 

11 

52 
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1.7 

03 

13 

55 

Belfast 

3.3 

2.0 

15 

59 

Birmingham 

7.5 

0 

16 

61 

Bournemouth 

9.5 

0 

14 

57 

Bristol 

4.6 

03 

13 

55 
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0.4 

03 

13 

55 
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3.3 

0 

13 

55 
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0 

8 

46 
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32 

03 

13 

55 

Edinburgh 
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0 
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13 

55 
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11 

52 

Torquay 
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12 

54 
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Rain or 
SHINE... 

PARTS OF Britain eqjoyed the 
warmest day oftheyear so far 
on Tuesday as temperatures 
readied 18C (64F) -making it 
hotter than some of the Greek 
Islands. Many areas basked in 
sunshine yesterday and tem- 
peratures readied a bighoflSC 
(64F) at Hawardea, Flintshire, 
and 170 (63F) at Shotwick, 
Cheshire The warm spell even 
surpassed temperatures on 
the Greek islands of Corfu and 
Kos, which reached 16C (61F) 
and 15.1C (59F) respectively. 


THE WORLD 


EUROPE NOON TODAY 



Parking rage sets 
neighbours at war 


High B will remain stationary. Low S is weakening and moving north-east. 
Low R will weaken and mewe east. 


THE STRESS of using an over- 
crowded and underfunded 
transport network has spawned 
another modern social phe- 
nomenon - parking rage. 

More than eight in 10 mo- 
torists admit they see red when 
they find a car parked across 
their driveways, according to a 
survey published yesterday. 
The same number would insist 
that a neighbour who blocked 
their entrance shift the offend- 
ing vehicle immediately. 

Autoglass, tiie windscreen 
repair company that carried out 
the survey, found that men 
were more likely than women 
to retaliate for bad parting, 
call the police or escalate the 
dispute. 


By Philip Thornton 
T ransport Correspondent 

“Neighbours are at war ova- 
parking. The tensions of every- 
day motoring have spread to 
the driveway" said a spokes- 
woman. 

“People display very terri- 
torial attitudes to their per- 
sonal parking space, using 
traffic cones and rubbish tins 
to reserve a space. The risk of 
a row arises when there isn’t a 
real need to move a car and the 
dispute becomes a matter of 
pride." 

Parking rage is the latest 
expression of frustration at 
modern life. It follows air road, 
trolley and even tram rage. - 
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Green Flag RAT 
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g5j>. Downfall of 

the preacher 
who took 
Paul Simon’s 
conscience 
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THEY WERE two distinct voic- 
es against apartheid - Allan 
Boesak; the high-pitched, high- 
living priest, and Paul Simon, 
the pop star with a conscience 
and velvet vocal chords. Both 
of them might say they were 
misunderstood. 

Yesterday in Cape Town, 
Boesak was fiumd guaty of will- 
ingly an A unlawfully stealing 
more than £100000 from a char- 
ity that he set up with Mr 
Stolon’s help. The money had 
been allocated to help diM vic- 
tims of apartheid in the 1980s, 


In a 108-page judgment, 
Judge John Jbxcroft found toe 
former Calvinist minister; 53, 
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’ theft totalling 1.3 mitHnn rand, 
worth £275,000 at toe tone and 
£130,000 today owing to the 
rand’s fell in value. He acquit- 
ted him on 23 other charges. 

Judge Fbxcroft said Boe- 
sak, who received R682.000 
from Mr Simon after the 
singer’s 1987 Gracekmd torn; 
had “treated toe moneyas his 
own”. He said that Boesak’s 
Foundation for Peace and 
Justice (FPJ) had passed 
on only R423.000 to the Chil- 
dren’s Trust, of which the 
charismatfc former deric was 
a trustee, along with Arch- 
bishop Desnjopd Tfctu. 

Just as Mr Simon, toe one-, 
time musical collaborator of Art 
Garfunkd, fdt misunderstood 
when he was accused of 

I freftehmg TImted Nations sanc- 

uons against South Africa with 
his Gracdand prpject to 1986, 
Boesak failed to bridge Ms own 
troubled waters. 

Boesak’s oratorical skills 
were unrivalled to toe 1980s, 
when toe apartheid straggle 
badly needed a leader of his 
charisma. Those were the days 


By ales Duval Smith 
in Johannesburg 

of“stzuggteaccoimttog n ,when 
foreign fending of anti- 
apartheid groups was banned 
by the South African govern- 
ment and a culture of secrecy 
replaced formal book-keeping. 

Mr Simon's 1986 Gracdand 
album tried to introduce toe 
worMto“townshipjhre”.Bulil 
was criticised to South Africa 
and abroad as anti-apartheid 
activists accused the singer of 
breaching UN cultural sanc- 
tions against the white regime. 

Mr Simon argued that In 
making the album with blade 
musicians to South Africa Gn- 

rflldingthg now intwnafa'nnul- 

ly famous group Laftysxnifo 
Black Mambazo) and by fol- 
lowing it up with a world tom; 
he had helped break their iso- 
lation. But radicals in the music 


worid disagreed and Mr Simon 
came up against protests for 
several years afterwards. 

As former president of toe 
■World Alliance of Reformed 
Churches, Boesak learnt to 

tearla do phlp fife AlnngRvfo Met 

public work with the FPJ, he 

alsnhpgwn to m/hilgp a mretf r>rw 

priesfly taste for the good life. 
Ctatyhis powerful friends saved 
him from disgrace earlier on. 

White stOladergyman in the 
1970s, he was found in breach 
of toe apartoeid-era. Immoral- 
ity Art for cxmducting a love af- 
fair outside his marriage, with 
a youth official of the South 
African Coundl of Churches. Cto 



Boesak, with his wife, Elna, leaving court after he was convicted of misappropriating fends from a charity for children Mike Hutchings 


tain his church post. A second 
affair; with his present wife, 

Rina Bn flia, led tn Mg Inring his 
ministry in toe Church. 

Judge Fozcroft said -that 
Boesak had taken some of the 



Piaul Simon during his Graceland tour David Scmdison 


money from toe foundation to 
payoffMs Botha’s debts. Other 
money went on buying houses 
to smart w hite areas of the 
Cape and on taking his family 
to Disneyland. The judge said 
that donors and trustees had 
been fooled by Boesak's ^arg- 
er toan- Hfe personahty” and 
by his international reputation. 

But bis were toe p r ov e rbial 
feet of cfay. After the years of 
struggle, Boesak was appoint- 
ed leader of Nelson Mandela’s 
African National Congress 
CANO in the Western Cape. But 
he proved an unsuccessful 
politician. 

The Weston Cape was toe 
one area in South Africa where 
the ANC failed to win a major- 
ity in the country’s first aD-race 
elections to 1994. Instead, the 
region remained under toe con- 
trol of the fanner ruling Na- 
tional Party. Disappointed, 
President Nelson Mandela, a 
personal friend, offered Boesak 
toe post of ambassador to the 
United Nations the following 
yean 

By then the trustees of toe 
FPJhad reported him to tiie po- 
lice and be declined to accept 
the post StiD, Archbishop Ttitn 
and maqy prominent h uman 


rights activists spoke up for 
Boesak refusing to believe the 
charges levelled against him. 
The ANC organised its own in- 
quiry, which cleared him. The 
foundation's foreign donors in- 
sisted On taking him to court. 

In 1997, his bookkeeper; 
Freddie S teenkamp , 41 pl epd - 

ed guilty to stealing R900.000 
from the FPJ and was jaded for 
six years. Boesak, who will be 
sentenced next week, had 
pleaded not guilty to 20 counts 
of theft and 12 counts of fraud. 
He faces an unspecified fine or 
prison sentence. 

The story of Boesak’s rise 
to prominence in toe anti- 
apartheid movement had an al- 
most Biblical quality. Barn in 
1945 in fee Northern Cape to a 
mixed-race, family hjg hatred of . 


racism was stir red when his 
family was forced to move from 
their home by the notorious 
Group Areas Act, which banned 
blacks and mixed-race 
“coloureds” from Bvingin areas 
designated for whites. 

In the earty 1980s he gained 
fame ly sponsoring a resolution 
declaring apartheid a religious 
heresy at an assembly of the 
World Alliance of Reformed 
Churches in Ottawa in Canada. 
The move was a great success 
and after the motion was 
passed he was elected presi- 
dent of toe organisation. 

Soon, Boesak was at toe 
forefront of toe formation of the 
United Democratic Front - the 
grouping of dvfl society or- 
ganisations which fonght the 
white state until the ANC was 


legalised to 199a Many veter- 
ans of the struggle are con- 
vinced that their one-time hero 
only wavered from toe straight 
and narrow after his fateful en- 
counter with Elna. 

At the court, Freddie 
Steenkamp said that he had 
helped Boesak deceive the 
Swedish International Devel- 
opment Agency (Si da) into 
partingwith funds for voter ed- 
ucation videos. Steenkamp said 
toe money was used to set up 
a recording stufio for Etna, who 
once worked as a television an- 
nouncer 

Yesterday Judge Foxcroft 
found Boesak guilty of the theft 
of R746.000 from Sida. He was 
also found guilty of taking a total 
of K308.000 from Danish and 
Norwegian donors to help buy 


houses in the up-market Cape 
Town suburbs of Vredehoek 
and Constantia and giving 
R14.000 to Elna. 

In court yesterday, accom- 
panied by his wife and his 
daughter Elna, Boesak stared 
straight ahead as Judge Fox- 
croft took almost tiiree hours to 
read through the 27 charges 
one by one. Afterwards, Boesak 
did not comment to reporters, 
apparently he bad been hoping 
to return to the United States 
if he was acquitted, with plans 
to teach and preach. 

In Stockholm yesterday Sida 
said it was distressed by the 
misuse of funds “intended for 
poor communities”. There was 
no comment from Mr Simon. 
The singer did not testify at 
Boesak’s court case. 
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Michael Jackson takes 
the rock stars’ guilt trip 


; ■ 


jVER THE past 15 years a 
; of rock stars have tried 
to engage with Africa’S disaster 
zones, wito vaiytogdegrees of 
success. The latest is Michael 
Jackson, who is negotiating to 
donate up to £75m to create four 
African universities, which 
. would be named after him. 

Jackson, who was in South 
Africa earlier this week to buy 
a £40m share in toe Sun (Sty 
casino resort, already has 
investments in Namibia, a 
spars ely po pulated country 
with a growing tourism indus- 
try. During a visitthere in May 


By Paul McCann and 
Alex Duval smith 

star guilt about making so 
much money with an art form 
which originated in Africa, but 
Africa’s only competition as a 
target for rock star largesse has 
been Aids research. 

The higgest charity event in 

history was aimed at raising 
money for Africa and was run 
fay a dishevelled rock star Bob 


GeldoTs Band AM record and 
Live Aid event raised over 
£22Qm from a public shocked by 
toe images coming from the 
famine in Ethiopia. 

At the height of foe greedy 
Eighties, Live Aid managed to 
reconnect some rode stars with 
their consciences and gener- 
ated a million more charity 
tours and concerts. From 
Greenpeace to Amnesty In- 
teraationa], from freeing Nelson 
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a scheme to build casinos in the 
north of the country. Jackson’s 
{dan for the universities - to 
Tunisia, G hana, Kenya and 
South Africa -is being negoti- 
2fed wife a consortium led by 
*^^|Malaysian entrepreneur, 
Abdul Rahman, muT was fi r st 
ported in Thefodependent an 
Sunday last month. 

It may be down to the sire of 
A*™*’® real need for help, or 
P™ps it is becanse of rock 



Michael Jackson and Peter Gabriel: Help for Africa 


Mandela to saving Brazilian 
rainforests, it became hard for 
some of the world's needy to 
avoid nx± star guiftm foe im- 
mediate aftermath erf live Aid. 

And Africa is at the heart of 
the latest campaign by stadium 
rockers to make the worid a bet- 
ter place. U2’s Bono is fronting 
the JubBee 2000 campaign to 
get fee third worid debt burden 
lifted for the new millennium 
and while Geldof and Live Aid 
raised £130m to 1985, Bono 
wants to have the £145bn paid 
fay Africa in debt repayments 
every year lifted by the end of 
this yean 

More modest, but more con- 
sistent, rock star giving to 
Africa is to be found amongst 
those who have had a long- 
standing artistic and political 
connection with the continent 

Peter Gabriel started his 
long love-in with Africa when 
his 1980 song “Biko”, about 
murdered South African 
activist Steve Bikn, acquired the 
status of an anthem for the anti- 
apartheid movement 



Hills are biggest air-travel risk 


^ TRAT^U^RS are most BY PHILIP THORNTON 
smash into hrafcm pten^ Dynsport Ctu . 
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Civil Aviation Authority, the 
safety regulator of UK-re^s- 
tered planes and British air- 
space, found two- thirds of 
crashes were due to crew erroc 
At a meeting of UK airline 
bosses tomorrow the CAA will 
tell them the seven most Eke- 
ly circumstances behind acci- 


dents where passengers are 
tened. These are, in order of pri- 
ority: 

■ Controlled flight into terrain 
- mainly hi gh ground such as 
m ountains or hfligMws; 

■ Approach and landing acci- 
dents - a large number of ac- 
cidents fadgp place as a plane 
nears the runway, 

■ Loss of control - pilot error 
orafaOure of onboard systems; 


duding failures in plane design; 

■ Wfeafoewdated accidents, in- 
duding flying into bad weath- 
er against advice; 

■ Occupant safety and ^ viv- 
abflity- failures in design or de- 
fects that prevent passengers 
leaving aircraft after a cr ash; 

■ Mid-air collision, something 
tb at has not occurred to UK- 
controlled airspace. 
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OFT inquiry into 
high car prices 


A. INQUIRY was ordered yes- 
terday into the new cars are 

sold in Britain. Hie competition 
watchdog niaime d manufac- 
turers and dealers distort the 
market to push up prices. 

John Bridgeman, the Direc- 
tor General erf Fair Trading, re- 
ferred die £24bn industry to the 
Monopolies and Mergers Com- 
mission after finding evidence 
of anti-competitive practices. 

The MMC will look at the 
huge differences in prices be- 
tween the UK and the Conti- 
nent, and the exclusive 
relationships between car mak- 
ers and dealers allowed under 
European competition rules. 

Mr Bridgeman criticised the 
recommended resale price 
(RRP) mechanism which he 
said led to higher prices and 
subsidised inefficient dealers. 

He said people were paying 
too much for their cars be- 
cause dealers were unable to 
negotiate discounts for bulk 
purchases in the same way sis 
fleet managers. 

Mr Bridgeman also 
launched an attack on the in- 
dustry for its “dilatory and un- 
cooperative" response to his 
investigation. He warned that 
from nest month he would be 
able to prosecute anyone who 
blocked an Office of Fair Trad- 
ing inquiry. 

“It is dear the market isn’t 
working properly and that 
there is an imbalance of power 


by Philip Thornton 
Transport Correspondent 

between manufacturers and 
dealers which is distorting 
competition,” Mr Bridgeman 
said. 

“This is characterised by 
suppliers 1 continued refusal to 
give volume discounts to deal- 
ers which could be passed on 
to the consumer as lower 
prices, and by other practices 
designed to exert a strong in- 
fluence over selling prices.” 

“I believe that this, coupled 
with a general reduction in 
basic dealer margins and a 
greater e m p hasis on discre- 
tionary bonuses, is limiting the 
ability of dealers to offer con- 


sumers lower prices” 

The MMC should consider 
whether the practice of RRPs 
should be outlawed in the same 
way it was abolished for elec- 
trical goods, he said. 

The motor industry said it 
would co-operate folly with the 
MMC inquiry, saying manufac- 
turers and dealers “had noth- 
ing to hide”. The Society of 
Motor Manufacturers and 
Traders said the European 
market was “highly regulated 
and competitive 1 * and the in- 
dustry worked within UK and 
European rules. 

The Prime Minister's official 
spokesman said the Govern- 
ment welcomed the decision. 
“Hopefaffy it win lead to a bet- 


WHERE TO DRIVE A BARGAIN 


Country 


Austria 
I Belgium 
Ranee 
Germany 
Netherlands 
Ireland 
Italy 

Luxembourg 

Portugal 

Spain 

UK 


Source: European Commission 

Prices in E as at May 1 1998. Converted into euros at rates fixed on 
January I . UK floating rate as at \ January. 


Renault 

Ford 

BMW 

Cllol.2 

HastaU 

5201 

13,803 

10.030 

35,172 

12,115 

8.723 

31,169 

12,874 

9.590 

30.950 

12.638 

10,358 

29.757 

15,378 

10,508 

37.181 

16.748 

13.631 

39.425 

1 1.483 

9,038 

31.183 

11. 51 A 

8.723 

29,375 

1 1 .389 

10.103 

38.432 

12,912 

8,698 

31.517 

14,1 12 

10.858 

32.201 


ter deal for British consumers 
in line with the approach we in- 
tend to lake on this.” 

The Consumers’ Associa- 
tion said the “cosy” relationship 
between manufacturers and 
dealers produced unjustifiably 
high prices for UK consumers. 
“We will show the MMC inquiry 
our detailed evidence of the 
scale of the problem as part of 
our campaign to aid the great 
British rip-off,” said its director 

Retail car dealerships said 
the inquiiy would ease the 

.d rangteihnlri tJiaf mnfrnr mamv ' 

feefarers had on prices. The Na- 
tional Franchised Dealerships 
Association said ordinary mo- 
torists were being charged 

mnrw In snhsMtet* fto* rar-gali^ 

The MMCs inquiry, which 
win take nine months, is the 
second investigation by the 

commission info th«» fodUStiy in 

nine years. 

Next year the member 
states of the European Com- 
mission start to negotiate the 
motor industry's block exemp- 
tion from the competition rules 
under the Treaty of Rome. The 
exemption, which was last rat- 
ified in 1995, eapires in 2002 and 
MPs say it should not be re- 
newecLMr Bridgeman’s inves- 
tigation follows a number of 
surveys showing that many 
new cars are far cheaper in Eu- 
rope than they are in the UK 
Outlook, page 21 




Alan Baines playing as guest mnsiriaw with the Janies Watson Ttio yesterday at Piazza Express in Soho, London, 
where th e BT British Jazz Awards were being held. Barnes won the alto saxophone category John Voos 
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NOKIA 

ORANGE DIGITAL MOBILE PHONE 

• 99 name and number memory 

• 30 different ring tones 

• Built-in alarm, clock, calculator 

and currency converter TH E L INK PRICE 

• 3 fun games for those 
quiet moments 

Model: NK402 

Was £29.99* Mm ■ UU 


Plus £35 for Connection 


NOKIA FRONT PANELS 

Change the front panel 
of your phone to suit your 
mood. Choose from over 
10 colours and designs from 
only e14s 9 each. 


SHE IS 99 tiiis year and a na- 
tional treasure But no longer is 
the Queen Mother immune 
from the criticisms levelled at 
the rest of her wayward family. 

In recent days, thee have 
been rare ster n wor ds about the 
most popular member of the 
Royal FhmOy from sections of 
the British media that can nor- 
mally be relied upon for un- 
stinting support 

Itis not the Queen Mother’s 
fondness for a stiff gin or a flut- 
ter on the horses that has 
prompted the volte-face in the 
tabloid press; nobody minds 
those endearingly human 
foibles. It is the revelation that 
she is, to put it mildly a hope- 
less spendthrift 

The Queen Mother is unable 
to live on her annual income 
from the Civil list of £643,000. 
Indeed, she has reported^ run 
up an overdraft of £4m at 
Coutts, toe royal bank. 

This profligacy prompted 
Richard Iittlejohn, a columnist 
with The Sun newspaper, to de- 
dare on Tuesday that she was 
“spending money like its going 
out of fashion”. 

The size of her overdraft 
was “going it a hit, even for a 
pensioner with a gold card and 
an account at William Hill”, 
said Mr Littlejohn. 

It is not toe tone of such crit- 
icism, but the vay fact of it that 
is startling. 

This sprightly old lady is the 
one royal usually regarded as 
unassailable. 

As Judy Wade, the rqyal cor- 
respondent for Heflo? maga- 
zine, put it yesterday: “The 
Queen Mother is above re- 
proach. You don’t attack hen” 


jPnviiegea i 
and such ( 
, an affront 
to decencv 


The Queen Mother, usually beyond reproach, making 
tabloid headlines this week because of her overdraft 


The one exception - until 
now- was in the mid- Eighties, 
when it emerged that she had 
never visited two of her rela- 
tives who were incarcerated in 
mental institutions. 

What triggered this week’s 
outbursts were reports of the 
lavish lifestyle that is said to be 
behind the infamous overdraft. 

Much of the money goes on 
wages. The Queen Mother em- 
ploys 50 staff at Clarence 
House, her central London 
home, and is accompanied by 
a footman, two maids, two 
chauffeurs and a Metropolitan 
Police detective whenever she 
travels. 

She is said to entertain in a 
manner that makes other royal 
households seem Kka b oarding 
houses, and she also eqjcrys din- 
ing out at leading London 
restaurants, including the Con- 
naught and the Ritz. 

The Queen Mother owns 10 
racehorses and her four homes 
- Clarence House, BirkhaD on 
the Balmoral estate, the Royal 
Lodge in Windsor Great Park 
and the Castle of Mey in Scot- 


land - are filled with fine ftir-J 
niture and antiques. -jj 

In yesterday's Daily Mmi,® 
the columnist Lynda Lee- Pot-® 
ter condemned what she called^ 
the Queen Mother’s ‘‘graiKfiose.lt 
sybaritic existence” and sug-m 
gested that she dear the over-Jr 
draft by selling off some of b ena 
valuables. “Other old ladies® 
have to sell their engagemefltfE 
rings, their few bits of jew-* 
ellery and, in some cases. thrar S, 
houses to pay for theknurshagm: 
home fees,” she said. - -Jm 

According to one report, ti» ' Jf 
Queen recently urged b6r';i 
mother to be a little more fra-*|[ 
gaL “But 1 am making econ- 
oroies,” replied the Queen 
Mother; who was staying at *- 
the Castle of Mey at the time. . 
“Just look. I haven’t replaced 
the carpets.” 

As ifthe press onslaught was 
not enough of a shock for the 
Queen Mother there was more .. 
bad news for her yesterday. She . 
was forced to watch as her 
fended horse, Easter Ross, fell 
at the second fence at the Chel- 
tenham Festival. 
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five PARTTIME firemen were 
arrested yesterday after an in- 
vestigation into allegations that 
firefighters made hoax emer- 
gency calls and started blazes 
to earn extra money. 

A police inquiry was set up 
last month after the fire service 
received a tip-off that retained 
officers, who provide weekend 
and night covet were creating 
wort so they could claim a £10 
call-out fee. 

Retained firefighters receive 
a payment each time they are 
called out as well as a baric fee. 
while full-time staff are paid a 
salary no matter how many 
calls they answer 

Detectives yesterday ques- 
tioned five part-time firefight- 
ers - all men - from Horwieb 
fire Station in Greater Man- 


By Jason Bennetto 
Crime Correspon dent 

Chester following allegations 
of fraud. An alleged hoax fire on 
moorland is reported to beakey 
part of the inquiry. Police ex- 
amined records of fire calls as 
Part of their investigations. The 
fraud allegations span several 
years. 

Horwich station, which 

with just under 900 calls a year 
has seven toll-time and 12 part- 
time firefighters. 

Fred Walker, chairman of 
the fire authority, said; “The 

brigade has done everything in 
its power to uncover the truth 
b^ind Uiese allegations. The 
result of our own internal in- 
vestigation were handed over 
to the pohee who were also car- 


tying out their own investiga- 
tions. 

“These arrests will come as 
a shock to the people of Har- 
wich who have always had the 
greatest admiration for their : 
firefighters. We currently have : . 
a recruitment drive in the area 
and hope that this wffl not deter 
applicants." 

Confirming the. arrests. .. 
Greater Manchester Fire Gffi- :J 
cer George Almond said: 
is a very serious matter and ifgg 
found guilty of any 
activity they will be summatfcm 
ly dismissed. 

“Meanwhile I would 
assure the people of HorW*^| 
that contingency pfana hawfe- 
been put in place to ensure tha^S' 
they have adequate fire cpvelr ' : ■: 
overnight and at toe weeteHL 1 '- 
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Independence for God’s chosen people? 
There’s nowt so queer as Yorkshire folk 
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B y Joh n Davison and 
ESX aiflllJaCB 

IF GOD is a Ytotehir eman, as 
it is generally assumed in that 
x. part of the world, thenyester- 
ttdaywouldhaveseenhhnsQut- 
' ing especially benignly onhis 
chosen people. 

Far some of the more out- 
spoken among them have 
raised a banner of revolt 
against southern 
and are bidding for a measure 
of independence and home 
rule. Yorkshire, if these zealots 
get their wa^ is to have its own 
Parliament giving it rirnffar 
autonomous powers to the 
planned elected assemblies 
for Scotland and Wales and for 
London. In line with the Gov- 
ernment’s stated policy of de- 
volving more power to the 
reenns, the campaign wants to 
“assert the right of the people 
(rf Yorkshire and the Humber 
to determine their own do- 
mestic affairs”. 

Headed by local politicians, 
trade unionists and voluntary 
organisations, it insists that 
Yorkshire is the best place for 
England’s first regional as- 
sembly because of its strong 
identity and “undisputed 
boundaries”. It would restore 
the countyto within the old bor- 
ders of the three Ridings, 
which existed from before the 
Doomsday Bode right up to 
local government reorganisa- 
tion in 1974. An assembly 
would provide an elected bal- 
ance to the Regional Devel- 
opment Agemy ’which has 
already been setup, say sup- 
porters, and give the county 
added clout when negotiating 
with the EU for regional fund- 
ing. 

fhpf ^riMhfln in 

York yesterday with the Arcb- 
bishop of York, no less, as 
president, the .campaign will 
put the argument for devolu- 
tion to the local people and to 
the Government over the next 
yean -A grant Car £25,000 has 
been given fay the Rowntree 
foundation, also based in York, 
to pay to a director to run the 
campaign full time. 

PaulJaggei; the TUC York- 
shire regional secretary who 
chaired the launch, said; “TO 
hare a very dear advantage for 
doing tins first in YExfcshiFe, be- 
cause there is a 1 very clear eco- 



Shoppers yesterday in Pontefract which campaigners want included in a parliament for Yorkshire 


nnrflir* and railtnrn? RAnst* of 

Ylbrfeshirerjess. Everyone has 
heard of. famous Yorkshire- 

ntpn mrhidtng Mishap! RaHrin- 

son, Dickie Bird and. Geoff 
Boycott.” 

Mr Parkinson was charac- 
teristically blunt yesterday 
about what he thought of the 
scheme. “TOO it’s just a daft 
idea. What sort of b army or- 
ganisation has come up with 
ttot?” he said. T frankly don’t 
care one way or ‘hither be- 
cause it won’t make any dif- 
ference at alL” He did, 
however warm to the theme of 
Yorkshire distinctiveness, de- 
spite himself. “Wh areas enti- 
tled as the Scots and the TOlsh 
without doubt TO are our own 
dan of people, even though its 
only Yorkshiremen who be- 
lieve that,” he said. “TO are 
convinced that we have the 
moral authority ami the God- 
given right to be different” 
Alan Bennett, whose mono- 
logues have fixed a certain 
Yorkshire outlook in syrup. 



7 frankly don’t care, 
one way or * tuther be- 
cause it won't make 
difference at all’ - 
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'While we are contem- 
plating joining Europe 
is not the time to be be 
smaller in mind set - 

Maureen Upman 


7 wouldn't support it. 
Not unless they made 
me Queen’ - Barbara 
Taylor Bradford 


would say “not a word” an the 
subject Dickie Bird would not 
utter one, either 
Maureen Unman took time 
out between performances of 
Aunt .Eller in Oklahoma! in 
London’s West End to give an 


opinion, and said; “You cer- 
tainly don’t talcp. the Yorkshire 
out of the girl I’ve been here 
since 1967, but I still list Hull 
as my birthplace in the pro- 
gramme: And cme of ny proud- 
est moments of ny life was 


having a sewage device named 
after me in Hull,” she said. 

“But I don’t think this would 
be a good idea. While we are 
contempfetmgjamingEkirope 
is not the time to be becoming 
smaller in mind set" 


Kippa Matthews 


In Pontefract, home of 
liquorice manufacture since 
the Middle Ages, Mick Allard, 
40. said: “Regional assemblies 
just mean more bureaucracy. 
People aren’t living in the real 
world if they think Yorkshire 
could stand completely alone. 
Independence, well it’s not 
going to happen, is It?” 

Linda Pen nock, 38. said: 
“It's not practical for Ybrk- 
shire to stand alone, ifs just not 
possible. But people ought to 
knowwe are not just about flat 
caps and whippets either In 
fact. I dant know anyone who’s 
got a whippet” 

Novelist Barbara Taylor 
Bradford, another famous 
Yorkshire daughter but now 
resident in New York, thought 
the idea “preposterous”, with 
one exception. “Is this a joke? 
Yorkshire’s a county not a city 
state,” she said. *1 wouldn’t 
support it Not unless they 
made me Queen.” 

Leading article. Review; 
. .. page 3 


Teachers’ 
‘friend’ 
quits over 
inspector 


ONE OF the Government’s 
most senior education advisers 
is to leave his position because 
of frictam with Chris Wbodhead, 
the Chief Inspector of Schools. 

Professor Tim Brighouse. 
Birmingham’s chief education 
offices is to give up his post as 
joint vice-chairman of the Gov- 
ernment’s standards taskforce 
after a series erf disagreements 
with Mr Wbodhead, the other 
vice-chairman. IBs decision 
means further controversy for 
Mr Wbodhead. whose ex-wife 
recently alleged he had an af- 
fair with a pupil while he was a 
teacher at a Bristol school He 
denies the allegation. 

Last night, Professor Brig- 
house said he wanted to devote 
more time to Birmingham and 
raising standards in inner-city 
schools. He denied he was re- 
signing because of dashes with 
Mr TOodhead. But sources said 
he had derided to go because 
he believed his position along- 
side Mr Wbodhouse had be- 
come untenable: 

David Blunkett, the Secre- 
tary of State for Education, ap- 
pointed Professor Brighouse 
and Mr Wbodhead to the task- 
force soon after the general 
election. Teachers saw the for- 
mer as their friend and the lat- 
ter as their scourge. The two 
were meant to symbolise the 
twin policies of “pressure and 
support” which ministers have 
placed at the centre of their 
campaign f-n raise s tandards. 

But the arrangement was al- 
ways potentially explosive. 
When Ofsted inspected Birm- 
ingham local education au- 
thority the two fell oat over the 
report amid suggestions Mr 
Wbodhead had inserted some 
critical passages. Mr Wood- 
head denied the allegation. Re- 
cently, Professor Brighouse 
gave alengtby correspondence 
between the two during the in- 
spection to the Commons Se- 


by Judith Judd 
E ducation Editor 


led Committee investigating 
Ofsted. % said he would be 
happy for it to be made public. 

The Commons hearings 
have emphasised the differ- 
ences between the two, with 
Professor Brighouse renewing 
his criticisms of Ofsted and Mr 
Wbodhead attacking Professor 
Brighouse at a press briefing 
earlier this year 

Professor Brighouse said 
yesterday; “I have said to the 
secretary oF state that at a 
[convenient] time I would like 
to withdraw from the stan- 
dards taskforce. I am also with- 
drawing from membership of 
the taskforce on educational de- 
velopment and I have given up 
being a trustee of Education 
Extra I need to devote a lot 
more time to Birmingham and 
inner-city education. 

“Mr Wbodhead and I have 
disagreed about almost every- 
thing but doubtless the dis- 
agreement has often proved 
creative. Pm sure 1 will contin- 
ue to press to improvements 
in the inspection system winch 
are slowly being made but 
which need to be accelerated” 

Doug Me Avxiy, general sec- 
retary of the National Union of 
Tfeachers, said “The success of 
tbeta&fiore depends onits per- 
sonnel. 116 union welcomed the 
inclusion of Tim Brighouse. His 
resignation places a question 
mark over the ability of the 
taskforce to ensure a balanced 
analysis of the issues which are 
of immense significance to 
teachers and thrir pupils. 

“The stature of Tim Brig- 
house and the support he gives 
to teachers in meeting the day- 
to-day difficulties of their job 
separates hm from the srifriio- 
sen role of the chief inspector:” 
; Ofsted said it had no com- 
ment to make. 
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Samaranch 


escapes the 


bloodletting 


THE CANADIAN vice-president 
of the International Olympic 
Comnuttee, Dick Pound, de- 
scribed it as a *^^harrowing 
day”. Some 00 of the 100 un- 
blemished members of the IOC 
gathered yesterday In the 
Palais de Beaulieau in Lau- 
sanne, selfprodaimed “Capital 
Olympique” to vote far the first 
time in the Olympic move- 
ment’s iQ&year history to expel 
members for corruption. 

The “crimes” of the six IOC 
members were involvement in 
accepting bribes and gifts 
worth $1. 2m (£750,000) in the 
Salt Late City bid for the 2002 
Winter Olympics. 

The meeting opened dra- 
matically when the Olympic 
president, Juan Antonio Sama- 
ranch of Spain, put his leader- 
ship to the test in a secret 
confidence vote. 

He said it was important “to 
take the necessary steps to be 
certain this very sad episode in 
the history of toe Internation- 
al Olympic Movement never 
happens again.” 

He won the vote 88-2 and an- 
nounced toe setting up of an 


By Paul Lashmar 


ethics committee to examine 
the way toe Olympic move- 
ment will award toe Games in 
future. 

Each of toe gathered mem- 
bers had read the reports into 
the Salt Late City bribery al- 
legations compiled by Mr 
Pound’s commission. In alpha- 
betical order toe tec accused 
came up on to the stage and 
were allowed to make a 20- 
minute presentation arguing 
their innocence. After each a se- 
cret ballot was held One by one, 
all tec members recommended 
far expulsion by Mr Pound's 
commission were kicked out 

Jean-Claude Ganga of toe 
Congo, who has said the 
charges against him are a plot 
against Africans, received toe 
least support- two members 
voted a gains t his expulsion. 
Samoa's Paul WaDWork, backed 
by 10 members, received the 
most support but it was not 
enough to save him. Two-thirds 
of toe assembly needed to vote 
mfawwr of expulsion and all six 
went The she, now former 


members, left the building im- 
mediately, avoiding toe media, 
and several went straight to the 
airport 

A member of toe IOC as- 
sembly, Alex Gilady, said: “The 
mood of toe meeting was tense 
but responsible and I think the 
right thing was done.” He also 
said he felt that Mr Sara- 
manch’s position as president 
was secure after such a re- 
sounding vote in his favour 

After the meeting Mr Pound 
said: “It was a most extraordi- 
nary session, with extraordi- 
nary emotions.” 

Nine other members have 
received written warnings of 
varying severity One case re- 
mains open. A South Korean, 
Kim Unlfang, until recently the 
heir apparent of Mr Sama- 
ranch, has received a “severe 
warning” but Mr Pound said 
yesterday that one allegation 

a gainst Mr K l m- rft m qmpd fa hg 
resolved. 

He has been accused of so- 
liciting benefits far two of bis 
r4iilrirg n and a Russian teenag- 
er from the Salt Late City bid- 
ding committee. Mr Pound’s 
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.i nan Antnnio Ramarannfr, the Olympic president, making Jus opening speech at yesterday’s meeting in Lausanne 


Reuters 


commission is waiting for Mr 
Kim’s lawyers to proride evi- 
dence that toe South Korean 
says will exonerate him if that 
is not forthcoming he may still 
be expelled 

Mr Kim was involved in an 
incident at the pre-assembly 
meeting on Tuesday. A former 


South Korean CIA office:; he 
shouted abuse and adopted a 
taekwondo [martial-arts] 
stance at the IOC director-gen- 
eral Francois Carrard, a mem- 
ber of Mr FauzuTs inquiry team. 
Yesterday Mr Canard said it 
had been “a minor incid en t 
that is now closed”. 


Whether toe wholesale re- 
forms offered by the IOC wifi 
save toe Olympic movement is 
not yet dean In toe United 
States a number of separate in- 
vestigations are under way into 
toe Salt Lake City bid. They 
have built an unstoppable mo- 
mentum and may lead to crim- 
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fnal prosecutions. Senator John 
McCain, the chairman of the 
Senate commerce committee, 
said that “toe demand for Con- 
gress to act will be irrepress- 
ible unless the IOC adopted 
major reforms”. More impor- 
tant will be toe response of the 
dozen or so big corporate spon- 


sors of toe Olympics such as 
Kodak. McDonald’s and Sam- 
sung. Hie survival of Messrs 
Samaranch and Kim. at least 
for the moment, may not reas- 
sure them sufficiently to con- 
tinue to pour millions of dollars 
into what many see as the 
shop-soiled Games. 
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Pro-animal bomb 
plotter is jailed 


AN ANIMAL rights campaigner 
was yesterday jailed for seven 
years after being convicted of 
conspiring to cause explosions. 

Jailing Anthony Humphries, 
33, of Yhrdley Hastings, North- 
ampton, Judge Ian Collis also 
warned other activists who 
planned to disrupt companies 
that they too would be dealt 
with severely. 

Northampton Crown Court 
heard that Humphries, 33, an 
electrician, who has three chil- 
dren, planned to fire bomb 
drug firms involved in tests on 

animals 

Humphries denied conspir- 
acy to cause an explosion and 
possession of an explosive sub- 
stance. The jury, which took 
more than three hours to con- 
vict Humphries on both 
charges, heard that he was ar- 
rested in January last year 
after police watched two men 


BY Brian Parmer 


;re 


coming and going from an al- 
leged bomb making factory at a 
flat in Northampton. Humphries 
visited the flat regularly. 

“The objective of this con- 
spiracy was either to endanger 
Hie or cause serious injury" said 
the judge. “These devices were 
in an advanced stage of prepa- 
ration. All that was required 
was a battery to set them off 
“It must be clearly under- 
stood by activists of whatever 
sort or whatever cause that 
seeking to disrupt companies, 
people’s lives or whatever has 
got to be dealt with by severe 
sentences." ■ ^ 

Humphries was said to be a* W 
committed animal welfare cam- 
paigner. He was given seven 
years on the conspiracy charge 
and two years for possession to 
run concurrently. 



IN BRIEF 


Man charged over 7 arson deaths 

A MAN was yesterday charged with seven counts of 
murder after the arson attack on a house in north-east 
London on 6 March in which members of four 
generations of a family died. Scotland Yard said toe man 
was arrested at an address in east London. He will 
appear today at Stratford Magistrates Court 

Ashton admits lying to the police 

LABOUR MP Joe Ashton yesterday admitted lying to the 
police about his age when he was questioned after being 
caught in a massage parlour Mr Ashton, 65, told police he 
was 64. The married MP for Bassetlaw continued to deny 
going to the Northampton massage parlour for sex. 

Labour MP*s fraud trial nears end 

TEE JUDGE in the trial of a Labour MP accused of 

election expenses irregularities yesterday began his 

summing up. Fiona Jones, the 42-year-old MP for 
Newark, is charged with knowingly making a false 
expenses return. The trial was adjourned until today. 

Inquiry into gynaecologist case 

SECRETARY OF State for Health Frank Dobson has set up 
an independent inquiry into the handling 0 f the case of gy- 
naecologist Rodney Ledward, who was struck off after his-j 
botched operations left more than 200 women in Wmainwi 

The Moon was once part of Earth 

similarities IN toe mineral composition of the Earth and;, 
the Moon suggest that both share a common origin. Data from 
Nasa in toe US shows that early in toe Earth’s history the' 
Moon was ripped away by a huge planet-sized o^ect 
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Heart ward ‘known as killing fields* 


THE father of a baby who 

died after heart surgery at the 

Bristol Royal Infirmary tdd a 
pubfic impnyyesterdaythathe 
would never have allowed the 
operation to go ahead if be had 
known the true risks. 

Michael Parsons, whose 
daughter Mia died on the op- 
erating table in May 1993, aged 
v months, criticised the hos- 
pital audits staff for -failing his 
daughter; showing insensitivi- 
ty to the family's distress and 
for covering up its poor record 
in paediatric cardiac surgery 

Since her death, he safri he 
had learned that the paedi- 


BY JEREMY LAURANCE 
Health Editor 

atric surgical department had 
for years been referred to by 
docttrsin die South-west as the 
“Killing Fields" a reference to 
the film about the carnage of 
war in Cambodia. 

However two other fathers 
giving evidence on the second 
dayrfihefoqmrymtotfaeBris- 

tnl haby rfeaths t-ommpnrteri Htp 

sMD of the surgeons and the 
care shown by the hospital 
staff Their chfldren, who are- 
both doing wen, are among 
2,000 being examfaed fay the in- 


quiry who underwent complex 
heart operations over 11 years 
between 1984 and 1985. 

Mr Parsons’ daughter; who 
was bom with Down’s syn- 
drome, had a hole in her heart 
The surgery to correct it was 
carried out by James TOsheart, 
the senior surgeon who was 
struck off the medical register 
last year by the General Med- 
ical Council after its investiga- 
tion. 

Before the operation, Mr 

Wisheart had told Mr Parsons, 
a kite mater from West Whies, 

an d Ms wife T>n uRnf» | font tftjap * 

was a 20 per cent risk of Mia 


coring as a result They were so 
impressed by his caring ap- 
proach that even though she 
died, they sent him a thank you 
letter far doing all he could. But 
last June, five years after their 
daughter’s death, the couple 
discovered from .a BBC 
ftmoromo programme^ shown 
after the CMC case, that Mr 
Wisbearfs death rate was clos- 
er to 50 per cent 
Mr Parsons said he found it 
'incomprehensible” chat the 

rfli vfiAfegiet who dia gmrepd Mia 
had referred her to Mr Wisheart 
knowing Ids poor success rate. 
“Had he told us the truth we 


wool d never have agreed to the 
refeiiaL I maintain -my nmwwi 
was obtained by giving me de- 
liberately false information. In 
my view that is c riminal " 

On the day of the operation 
the hospital committed a series 
of blunders. Nurses failed to 
give Mia sufficient drugs to se- 
date her and she screamed so 
loudly when injected with the 
anaesthetic that her parents 
were shocked. Latex; news of 
her death was broken to them 
on a public ward, ranging Hie, 
tress to another parent and her 
child. The Parsons were ush- 
ered into a ^junk room" to say 


goodbye to their daughter; who 
appeared dressed in unfamiliar 
clothes, and were then hustled 
from the hospital 

“The way they treated us 
after the death was inept un- 
fading and thoughtless. Had it 

Tu mdtori ffiffi msntf y I think 

Pauline and I would be far less 
hurt than we are today Our 
memories of Bristol are all of 
pahs,” Mr Parsons said. 

The couple cremated their 
daughter but learned only a few 
weeks ago that six years later 
the hospital still has her heart 
which was removed at the post 
mortem wMirrinwtjo" 


Mr Parsons had harsh 
words for the GMC whose in- 
quiry he had heard about only 
after it had ended. His daugh- 
ter's case had been included, 
anonymously* because the 
council had been unable to 
trace the family. “Their efforts 
to contact us were a farce," he 
said. 

But, Philip Wagstaff. 34, a 
Customs and Excise officer 

from Devon, said he had been 

impressed by the skill and care 
shown to his daughter despite 
the complications that followed 
her surgery. Amy, who was 
born with holes in her heart 


had an operation in 1993 by Mr 
Wisheart next day she re- 
quired emergency surgery to 
remove a blood clot but has 
since made a good recovery. 

Mr Wagstaff said: “Mr Wis- 
heart came across as a very 
caring man. He took time to ex- 
plain the problem to us and 
what he was going to do. He 
was veiy open with us and was 
aware that as parents it was 
very frightening. We were con- 
fident in his abilities.” 

He added that the nurses 
had also been caring and sup- 
portive. 

The inquiry continues. 
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Reinforced beams are 
constructed under each 
load-bearing wall of Belle 
Tour Lighthouse 


Hydraulic jacks are placed at 
the comers of the beams and 
underneath the tower to raise 
the 850-tonne lighthouse by 2ft 


Sliding concrete tracks are built V>.i. r - l y • I 

beneath the building which extend : s;.\ • sVj : 'i‘ 
to Its new site where further :4. U ’ ■J-s f-' 

hydraulic jacks will be placed 


cliff edge 


The lighthouse is lowered on to 'grease 
skates and pushed smoothly along the 
tracks by hand and then by jacks once 
away from the eroding cliff edge 


The Belle lout was expected to 
have reached Its new resting place. 
50ft north of its starting point. In 
the early hours of this morning 
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Gently does 
it.. .850 ton 
lighthouse 
is rescued 
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THE LIGHTHOUSE at Beachy 
Head, bmlt 150 years ago to 
save the lives of s^ors, was res- 
cued from the threat of the sea 
yesterday Crowds turned out to 
witness the engineering feat to 
move the 850ton lighthouse 
50ft. back from the cliff edge 
using greased float pads and a 
series of powerful hydraulic 
jacks. They brought picnics to 
pass the nine hours the move 
was to take. 

At nudday progress was not 
Rooking promising. The tight- 
^house had only moved one 
metre, but Paul Ess, managing 
director of Abb^ Pynfbrd, the 
contractor, was confident that 
the job would be completed by 
the end of the day. ‘'Ybii’re won- 
dering why it’s taking so long," 
he said “The reason is that we 
are very concerned about the 
possibility of diff failure. AD we 
have to do is rupture some of 
foe undertying strata and that 
would be the end erf it Once we 
get into a routine, we should, if 
everything goes really well be 
down there by tonight” 

The most precarious part of 
the operation was, apparently, 
Ihe beginning. The force of the 
initial thrust by the jacks could 
have sent the lighthouse into 
-Atoesea. 

W The owners of Belle Tout 
* Lighthouse, Mark and Louise 
Roberts, who paid £250,000 for 


BY CLARE GARNER 

the operation, appeared on- 
fazed as they watched their 
home shifting groond. It’s the 
culmination of two-and-a-half 
years work, "said Mrs Roberts, 
30. “In some ways we never re- 
alty thought this day would 
happen. Once aH the people go 
and we’re here on our own 
and drive up the driveway and 
it’s rax the right rather ttian the 
left,*then we will think tyes, we 
tod it It’s moved’." - 

The couple, who have faro 
children aged six weeks and 13 
months, have not lived in the 
lighthouse since a 25ft chunk of 
cliff fell off in November Orig- 
inalty toe move was not due tor 
another few months, bat the 
date was brought forward after 
last year’s dramatic erosion. 

Belle Tbut has had a che- 
quered history. Originally it 
was located 100ft from the cliff 
edge, a carefully calculated dis- 
tance which allowed sailors to 
know that they would hit the 
rocks once they could no longer 
see the light 

However; in 1893, 85,000 tom 
of chalk slid into the sea, and a 
heavier fall floDowedin 1896. The 
lighthouse is just one of dozens 
of buildings under threat as 
coastline give wqy to advanc- 
ing tides. Erosion has been 
taking place since Britton broke 
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The operation to move the lighthouse, made famous on BBC TVs TLiffe and Loves of a She Devil’, getting underway at Beachy Head yesterday 


David Rose 


away from mainland Europe in 
6500BC. 

This is largely due to the “tat 
effect" of earth movements 
dating back to the last ice age 


cent years erosion has speed- 
ed up, with maxty blaming high- 
er sea levels caused by global 
warming. 

A light flashed from Belle 


which mean Scotland is rising Tbut for the last time on 27 Sep- 
whiLe the south is sinking In re- tember 1902. In 1929 the Cor- 


poration of Eastbourne bought 
the whole of Beachy Head and 
4,000 acres stretching west- 
wards and northwards. The 
purchase included the light- 
house. 

A number of private owners 


have leased the lighthouse, in- 
cluding Joy Cullinan, 93, who 
owned it from 1955 to 1980. She 
now lives in London but re- 
turned yesterday to pull the 
lever which started the jacks. 

The BBC used the light- 


house as the setting for its 
dramatisation of Fay Weldon's 
Life and Loves of a She Devil 
Before it was restored, the 
lighthouse was used for “friend- 
ly flue’’ target practise by Ca- 
nadian troops during the 


Second Wbrid War. Yesterday’s 
move should ensure Belle 
Tout’s safety for another 50 
years. Mrs Roberts is hopeful 
that the home will see her out, 
but just in case, the engineering 
underpinning will sfay in place. 
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Blair runs his mouth ragged over Brussels and cat tucks 


BLAIR was having trouble with 
his consonants yesterday. His 
remarks during Prime Minister’s 
Questions were dott*-= .. .111 an 
unusual number of verbal trip- 
ups. 

First of all, he assured the 
House that the last budget would, 
contrary to Conservative claims, 
lead to a "eats tuck’’. Some Tories 
murmured uneasily at this - 
should British cats really be 
tucked, and why hadn't Gordon 
Brown explained this unusual vet- 
erinary polity hi his Budget 
speech? 

Then Mr Blair assured David 
Winnick, supplier of moral indig- 


nation to the front bench, that “no 
stone would be left unturned in the 
hint" for the murderers of Rose- 
mary Nelson. Another murmur 
from assembled MPs - who natu- 
raHv felt to*** the RUC should be 
doing mure than unleashing its 
considerable powers of insin ua tion. 

Later still, the Prime Minister 
reassured Kenneth Purchase that 
more people were now entering 
"the Labour party”. He actually 
meant “the labour marker but, 
this last wishful thought apart, all 
these stumbles were less Freudi- 
an slips than simple evidence that 
the Prime Minister had been run- 
ning his mouth ragged over the last 


few days, sweaty telephone crum- 
pling his earlobe as he attempted 
to parlay the Brussels earthquake 
into the opportunity for a new 
model city. 

Mr Hague, I think, would be 
grateful tf it were only bis lips that 
disobeyed him. 

Returning to the issue of Eu- 
rope, Mr Hague attempted to apply 
“kitchen table Conservatism’' 
rules to the debate: “This is an 
opportunity to talk about the future 
and not the past” he said, almost 
pleadingly, underlining his recent 
insistence that his party should 
move on from past errors. 

This is easier said than done, of 


THE SKETCH 



THOMAS 

SUTCLIFFE 

course, since the group most likely 
to bring up the Conservatives’ 
past record is that army of tor- 


mentors fating him across the 
dispatch box, and while Mr 
Hague’s authority over his own 
party is a gauzy thing at the best 
of times, it is sheet steel compared 
to bis discipline over the Labour 
party. 

He is also at a disadvantage 
when it comes to his injunction to 
set aside knee-jerk partisanship 
and be constructive about the 
more acceptable elements of 
Labour polity. If he wants to offer 
the statesmanlike gift of cross- 
party support, he’s only got Mr 
Blair to hand it to and hostilities 
must cease temporarily to allow 
the exchange to take place. 


The Prime Minister, on the 
otherhand, can continue firing on 
Mr Hague while hurling olive 
branches over his head at the dis- 
tinguished Europhiles on the Ton- 
back benches - as he did yester- 
day during another brisk exchange 
on the European Commission. 

Mr Hague did rally now and 
t hen , scoring a hit on the Deputy 
Prime Minister with his dismissive 
description of Mr Prescott 
“chasing angel fish round a coral 
reef” 

Mr Prescott tried at first to 
laugh off this jab at his underwater 
fact-finding mission but making 
light of insults is not one of his 


innate skills - a frw seconds later 
the smile vanished an d his ruddy 
suntan flushed an even deeper 

this cheered tip Tory back- 
benchers and Mr Hague has also, 

I think, identified a promising 
pressure point with hi* suggestion 
that parliament should be given 
increased powers it) scrutinise 
Government appointments of a 
European commissioners. ? 

MPs on all sides get excited at 
the idea of reviving their somewhat 
shrivelled powers - and it is very 
hard for Mr Blair not to sound like 
a killjoy when he squashes the no 
tion flat in his reply 
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Hague calls 
for MPs to vet 
commissioners 


WILLIAM HAGUE sided with 
Labour left-wingers yesterday 
when he demanded a strength- 
ening of Parliament's power to 
vote for and appoint British 
commissioners in Brussels. 

The They leader echoed Tray 
Bean’s call for greater powers fix' 
MPs over appointments to the 
European Commission in light 
of this week’s exposure of fraud 
tfnd Tnifimartaggmfwi f'. by an of- 
ficial mqujry. 

But Ibny Blair repeatedly re- 
jected hfa proposal during ques- 
tion time, stressing tbe Tbries 
had had i&years to change the 
system and failed to do so. 

The Prime Minister pointed' 
out that Mr Hague had already 
enjoyed his own right to nomi- 
nate a new cttmmissionerwhen 
be recommended Sir Alastair 
Goodlad, the former Tory chief 
whip, for toe next opening "You 
never said once it should be done 
In a different way." he added. 

Tn respect of parliamentary 
scrutiny of course they are al- 
ways subject to parliamentary 
soutiny But I believe the system 
of appointment that has applied 
under successive governments 
is the best system." 


EUROPE 

By Sarah Schaefer 
Political Reporter 


Under the present conven- 
tion, Labour, as the governing 
party takes turns with the op- 
position parties - namely the 
Tories and Liberal Democrats 

-in rvimmflffrg<vwTiniiggiw iPrB 

Mr Blair also made it clear 
that any commissi oner found 
“guilty of fraud or misconduct” 
should not get large pay-offs 
when they leave office. 

However; launching his attack 
Mr Hague insisted that this was 
an opportunity to enhance the 
role of Parliament: “Is there 
any reason why we should not 
agree across the House that the 
appointment ctf new British com- 
missioners should be subject to 
parliamentary scrutiny and the 
approval of this House?... 

“Thu have not appointed com- 
missioners before and I haven't 
been involved in it before. This 
is an opportunity to talk about 
the future, not the past.. Can’t 
you agree for once to expand the 
role of Parliament?” 

Replying, the Prime Minis- 
ter said Parliament was “al- 


ways entitled to scrutinise 
whatever it wishes to”. 

“I know you try to say it was 
nothing to do with you the last 
18 years... in relation to the 
nomination of European com- 
missioners, you have made 
your nomination on behalf of 
the Conservative Party and as 
far as I recollect your letter 
never once said it should be 
done in a different way.” 

Mr Hague said it was of 
“paramount importance” to 
say to tbe commissioners they 
must do less, because the re- 
pot found that the Commission 
was implementing policies over 
which it was exceedingly diffi- 
cult to exert effective control." 

Padty Ashdown, the Liber- 
al Democrat leaden called the 
“Brussels fiasco" of the last few 
days “ a scandal waiting to 
happen”. But he challenged 
the Prime Minister “What ur- 
gent steps are you now taking 
to ensure that following the wel- 
come resignation of [Jacques] 
Santer today, the Commission 
is not left leaderless, Europe is 
not left incapacitated and the 
pssMitifli reforms are not in- 
definitely delayed?” 



Frank Dobson, Secretary of State for Health, speaking at the annual Public Health Fbram in Brighton. East Sussex, yesterday Steve Dennett 
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Binatone 
Eurotei 1500 

digital confess phone 
with caller display 

instore Pita e89.99 

Voucher Price 
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BT Quartet 2015 

cordless phone with 
answering machine and 
remote base station 

£99.99 




Voucher Price Savings 
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into The •!:’ shop to claim 
the savings. 


Samsung SPR515Q 

- digital cotdtess phone wftfi 
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£139.99 


NEW 


BT Synergy 1500 

digital cordless phone with 

answering machine 

£149.99 
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Pupils will see Dome for free 


ALMOST ONE million school- 
children will be given free entiy 
to the Mfitenninm Dome, the 
Prime Minister announced yes- 
terday. 

Up to 10,000 schools will each 
be allowed to apply for 100 free 
tickets in a regional^ balanced 
draw aimed at ensuring that as 
many pupils as possible visit tbe 
dome in Greenwich during 2000. 

The £8m “giveaway" is un- 
derstood to have followed pres- 
sure from the Secretary of 
State for Culture Chris Smith, 
and culture minister, Lord Fal- 
coner, on the New Millennium 
Experience Company. They are 


THE HOUSE 



No GM deals 


JACK CUNNINGHAM, the 
Cabinet Office Minister; 
insisted the Government 
had not reached any 
“secret deals” with firms 
involved in genetically 
modified food. He told 
MPs: “The Government 
is not offering any 
favours to the industry.” 

Extend reforms 

LORD WEATHE3ULL, the 
convener of the cross- 
benchers, called for the 

remit of the Rqyal 
Commission on the Lords 
reforms to apply to the 
Commons. He wants MPs’ 
work devolved to councils, 
ministerial aides cut and 
pay rises for select 
committee chairmen. 

Tax credit error 

LIBERAL DEMOCRAT 
Steve Webb accused the 
Government of tadtty 
admitting an error in tbe 
working families tax 
credit He said the 
Budget indicated that 
family benefits should be 
paid to tbe main carer; 
not to the main earner; as 
under the new tax credit 


MILLPMM1UM POME 

By Paul Waugh 
Political Correspondent 


said to have wanted to give 
poorer children a chance to see 
the exhibition. 

However; critics claimed the 
scheme was a panic move to 
bolster attendance figures and 
justify the £449m of public 
money spent on it 

Children’s tickets to the ex- 
hibition are expected to cost £8 
each. 

The Prime Minister told the 
House of Commons of the free 
entry scheme as he announced 


CHARITIES APPLYING for 
British aid will have to sign 19 
to anti-corruption clauses de- 
signed to prevent grants being 
mis-spent or used for bribes, 
Clare Short will announce to- 
morrow. 

The move will be among ini- 
tiatives to be launched by the 
Secretary of State for Interna- 


taxational Affairs. The claus- 
es will be inserted into 
contracts for aid projects and 
for purchases made by the De- 
partment for International De- 
velopment 

Tire poor suffer dispropor- 
tionately from the effects of cor- 
ruption, she believes. For 


THE PRIME Minister yesterday 
made it dear he would listen to 
the complaints from road 
hauliers who are campaigning 
against the Budget increases in 
duly on diesel faeL 

With the road haulage in- 
dustry threatening to move its 
offices to the Continent to pay 
lower fbei duties, Ibqy Blair as- 
sured the lorry companies he 
understood the problems of 
the industry. 

In dashes with William 
Hague, the Tory leaden Mr 
Blair said the biggest increas- 
es in fuel duty had been under 


that the Government was on 
target to raise £150ra in private 
sponsorship for the dome. 

“With the eyes of the world 
on us at Greenwich Mean 
Time, it is entirely appropriate 
that we celebrate the millenni- 
um in this way,” he said at 
Prime Minister’s Questions. 

“We also believe that as a re- 
sult of incoming tourism there 
will be a resulting benefit to 
London and the whole of the 
country, running into several 
billions of pounds. 

“In relation to the dome it- 
self, there is not a single penny 
piece of taxpayer’s money that 


DEVELOPMENT 

by Fran Abrams 
W estminster Correspondent 


example a national bribe index 
published in India showed that 
a new water connection re- 


Ms Short will also tackle the 
problem of misappropriated 
funds ending up in Western 
bank accounts where they are 
placed for investment or safe 
keeping and she will tefl of pro- 
ject Britain is supporting in 
Uganda, which has brought 
senior figures to trial for 
corruption. 


transport 

By COUN BROWN 
Chief Political Corresp ondent 

toe Tbries. But toe Prune Min- 
ister's spokesman later con- 
firmed the Government was 
ready to listen to the protests. 

“The Government can do 
all sorts of things. The first 
thing we can do is listen to what 
people say." 

The spokesman reaffirmed 
the Government’s policy to in- 
crease fuel duty over toe Par- 
liament to help meet Britain's 
targets on reducing pollution. 


will be used. We believe the 
sponsorship target of SlaOmwifl 
be met fully." 

However. Conservative cul- 
ture spokesman Peter 
Ainsworth said that there must 
be worries that toe scheme 
was a panic response to fears 
that not enough children would 
visit the dome. 

“Children so far have shown 
that they are taking a sceptical 
view of tins project If you are 
given free tickets to go with 
your school, you are much 
more likely to go than if you had 
to pay and go with your par- 
ents," he said. 


Questions 

and 

answers 

Child care 

CHILDREN AGED up to 14 
will be eligible for child- 
care tax credit to be 
introduced under the Tax 
Credits Bill the 
Paymaster-General 
Dawn Primarolo said. 

Leaks promise 

TOE GOVERNMENT will 
implement whatever 
recommendations are 
made by tbe Standards 
and Privileges 
Committee on how to 
deal with leaked Select 
Committee reports, the 
Prime Minister said. 

Tuition motions 

UNIVERSITIES IN 
England and Wales are 
expected to receive 
£l38m from tuition fees, 
Education minister 
George Mudie disclosed. 

Today 

Commons: Education 
and Employment 
questions; Opposition 
debates on “the strength 
of the police” and “the 
Government’s failed 
roads policy” 

Lords: Health Bill, 
report; Prevention of 
Terrorism (Temporary . 
Provisions) Act 1989 . 
(Continuance) Order 


Aid guidelines 
to be tightened 


bonal Development in a speech 
at the Royal Institute of In- 


quired a bribe of 1,000 rupees 
CQ6. 20), preventing toe poorest 
families from getting clean 
water supplies. 


PM ‘will talk to hauliers’ 
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Sport for 
girls ‘not 
feminine 

enough 




FORTY per cent of giris drop 
out of sport by the time they are 
14 partly because they are self- 
conscious about their bodies. 
Research from Loughborough 
University into girls’ attitudes 
to sport also found that they 
were pot off sport by the media 
image that it is unfemmme. 

A study of 3.000 gids in 32 sec- 
ondary schools suggests that- 
simple improvements such as 
curtains in the school showers 
would help keep girls’ enthusi- 
asmforphysical education. 

Yesterday, the Ybuth Sport 
'Bust announced a new initia- 
tive, the Giris in Sport Part-, 
nership, to stop teenage girls 
dropping out of sport 

Dr Sue Campb ell, the trust’s 
executive director; said: “We 
have discovered that giris are 
increasmgibrvahieraUe to neg- 
ative body images. Showers 
and PE kit are real issues for 
young women. Having to show- 
er in front of 25 other people is - 
very difficult at that stage of 
development” 

Professor David Kirk of 


By Judith judd 
Education Editor 

Loughborough University, who 
earned out the research, mid 
that s ch o ols had to e mui** * that 
gjris did sport in a friendly en- 
vironment “Giris won’t play 
sport if they are humiliated 
and told they are nogcxxL Ifyou 
are feeling sensitive about your 
body that is the last thing you 
want” he said. 

His research found that 
teenage girls 1 physical esteem 
was lower than that of beys. It 
also suggested that giris were 
less interested m winning than 
boys and more interested in 
self-improvement and keep- 
ing fit. 

Competitive qport with its 
focus on aggression is often 
sera as a male preoccupation. 
Professor Kirk says. He sug- 
gests that schools should offer 
a wider range of spent; includ- 
ing activities such as aerobics 
and dance, as well as traditional 
team games such as netball and 
hockey 



Giris who play sport have been shown to benefit physically and in academic concentration, but 40 per cent have dropped out by 14 Action Pius 


The 52 schools include 26 of 
the Government's new sports 
colleges and 26 partner schools. 
Several schools have already 
started r unning recreational 
sports after school for those 
who do not mak e it into the 
school teama^ with the empha- 


sis on fun rather than compe- 
tition. Other schools are re- 
viewing their shower 

arran gnmpnfa; and phy sica l ffd - 

ucation kits and others are 
planning extra rewards for 
girls’ sporting achievements. 
Existing research has 


shown that giris who play 
sport and exercise regularly 
are less likely to suffer from 
depression or eating disor- 
ders and tend to have higher 
self-esteem. There is also ev- 
idence that regular physical 
exercise throughout the 


school (fey improves concen- 
tration on academic work 
Estelle Morris, the School 
Standards minister who at- 
tended the launch and who 
played hockey for Manchester 
as a schoolgirl, said that she 
had been very aware of girls at 



Hundreds of playgroups at risk despite rescue plan 


HUNDREDS OF playgroups 
face closure, despitea £500,000 
government rescue package, 
pre-school education leaders 
said yesterday. 

They said 1,700 groups - 
caring for tens of thousands of 
cbOdrm under five -were in im- 
minent danger Ibtal closures 

couldrise to 6,000 fay20Q2 if min- 
isters felled to take long-term 
action, said Margaret Lochrie, 
chief executive of the Pre- 


BY Ben RUSSELL 
Education Correspondent 

Srfinril T-aarnin g Alliance Sh e 

said that L500 groups had 
already closed since 1997. 

Margaret Hodge, minister in 
charge of eadyyears education, 
yesterday ordered an indepen- 
dent inquiry into the future of 
playgrounds. She said the re- 
ports were “worrying” but dis- 
puted the affiance’s figures, 


saying that only 100 groups 
dosed Zastyeac Mies Hodge said 
the £500,000 grant, the second 
in as many years, would “tide 
over” playgroups until the new 
working taffies tax creffit gave 
parents more money to spend 
on playgroup fees. 

But campaigners said a sim- 
ilar sum last year saved only 
about 500 groups, leaving an- 
other 800 to dose. A nursery 
place is already guaranteed 


for every four-year-old whose 
parents want one, and govern- 
ment plans for further expan- 
sion will see places for 
three-year-olds doubled to 
190,000 by 2001. But Mrs 
Lochrie said that the Govern- 
ment’s childcare policy was 
under threat. 

The problem has its origins 
in the introduction of nursery 
vouchers, brought in by the 
Conservatives to pay for nurs- 


ery places for four-year-olds. 

Srivwla, anrim iRfo f-mrtr n finvi - 

ing, opened their doers to nurs- 
ery-age children, a trend that- 
has continued under the 
Labour Government’s pro- 
gramme to offer nursery places 
for ah four-year-olds. 

Nursery campaigners say 
that many parents feel forced 
to send their children to school 
at four; leaving playgroups with 
dwindling numbers and little fi- 


nancial support. At the Allsarts 
Pre-School in Weymouth, 
Dorset, supervisor Denise Pin- 
ney said most four-year-olds left 
to start school in September. 

will not dose, because 
we will fight to stay open, but a 
third of our children are leaving 
a term earlier than they used to. 
The reason for that is govern- 
ment funding, because schools 
want to take advantage and 
get the money. A lot of places 
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Surgery 
gives 
sight a 
chance 


By Damien brook 

DOCTORS YESTERDAY per- 
formed the first stage of an 
operation to grow part of a 
human eye inside a patient's 
cheek It is hoped the surgery, 
which has never been tried in 
Britain, will restore the sight of 
76-year-old Cedi Creed from 
the Wirral in Merseyside. 

During the operation, at Not- 
tingham’s Queen's Medical 
Centre, surgeons placed two 
tiny plastic tenses inride Mr 
Creed’s cheek Over the next six 
weeks it is hoped his own cells 
will grow around the lenses 
before they are removed and 
one is inserted into his eye. 

| Mr Creed lost his sight in a 
chemical accident when he was 
a child. One eye was damaged 
beyond repair and he has had 
three cornea transplants on 
the other, but they have all 
foiled. “Each time I had a 
cornea transplant I could see so 
well for a while,” he said. 

While there are some risks 
to the operation, Mr Creed said 
be has nothing to lose since 
without the operation he will 
never see again. “I know this is 
my last chance,” he said. 

The lenses used in the new 
technique, developed in Italy by 
Dr Stepbano Pintucd, are 
made of plastic with a collar of 
special fabric, called Dacron, 
around them. 

The fabric, unlike tissue 
from, donors, is inert and Mr 
Creed’s cedis will grow onto it 
while the tens is buried in his 
cheek Professor Harminder 
Dua, who helped perform the 
surgery, said that once the 
Dacron is “colonised" with cells 
it is removed from the host 

“We then bore a hole in the 
centre of Mr Creed’s eye to fit 
the lens.” 'Die collar of Dacron 
grows into the surrounding eye 
naturally and is not rejected. 

Dr Pintucd was at QMC to 
demonstrate the operation to 
Professor Dua, who will carry 
out future operations. He said: 
“It is a case of see one, do one, 
teach one.” 


school who were not enthusi- 
astic about sport. “One of the 
difficulties is that there have al- 
ways been enthusiasts about 
sport telling giris who are not 
eothusiasticwfcy th^ should do 
it Eveiy giri can benefit from 
sport" 


have closed and we’re going to 
have to increase our fees.” 
Mrs Lochrie welcomed the 
extra funding, which will help 
playgroups in immediate dan , 
ger of closure. A similar grant 
last year is thought to have 
saved 500 groups. But she said 
that long-term fending was 
needed to maintain the pre- 
school movement. 

Leading article. 
Review; page 3 
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Sikh killing echo 
of Lawrence case 


by Ian Burrell 
H ome Affairs Correspondent 

THE FATAL stabbing of a Sikh 
waiter after a confrontation m 
the street with three white 
men has been identified by 
anti-racist campaigners as 
Scotland’s equivalent to the 
Stephen Lawrence murder in 
London. 

Surjit Singh Chhokar was 
stabbed to death outside his 
girifriend’s home last Novem- 
ber Only one of the three sus- 
pects was tried for murder and 
was eventually convicted of the 
lesser charge of assault 

Yesterday; the parents of 
Stephen Lawrence, a black 
teenager murdered in a racist 
attack in south-east London in 
1993, were invited to Scotland 
to back the Chhokar Family 
Justice Campaign. 

The Lawrence family’s so- 
licitor; Imran Khan, said yes- 
terday: “We have received a 
co mmunica tion from cam- 
paigners in Glasgow and we 
have been invited to a news 
conference about the case on 
Monday" 

During a trial last week at 
the High Court in Glasgow, a 
jury heard that Mr Chhokar S2, 
from Wishaw, Lanarkshire, 
was fataffy stabbed in an al- 
tercation in the street outside 
girlfriend Liz Bryce’s home in 
Overtown, Lanarkshire, last 
November: 




The Chhokar Family Jus- 
tice Campaign believes there 
are similarities to the Stephen 


. 0 ,A are similarities to the Stephen 

>r : . j§E 7' Lawrence case and is pressing 

fijr the othertwo suspects to be 


* 



The Lanarkshire street where Chhokar was killed 


Mr Chhokar had two daugh- 
ters, Amandeep, three, and 
Honey, 13. 

He was separated from his 
30-year-old wife, SandL 

Ronnie Coulter; 30, was ac- 
quitted of murdering Mr 
Chhokar, after he lodged a spe- 
cial defence blaming his 17- 
year-old cousin, Andrew 
Coultei; and 22-yearold David 
Montgomery with Mr 
Chhokar’s murder. 

Lord McCIuskey, Scotland's 
longest-serving judge, who 
presided over the trial was 
highl y rr rtit*a\ that pp iy Co ulter 


was in the dock. He told the 
jury: “A man was murdered in 
a public street by one or more 
persons who have been dis- 
cussed in the course of tins trial 
For reasons that I cannot begin 

to understand, onfy one of those 
persons was placed in the dock. 

“I wiD be taking steps to find 
out how that decision was 
reached.” 

In an unpreceden t e d war of 
words, Lord Advocate Lord 
Hardie hit back, calling Lord 
McCluskey’s remarks “igno- 
rant, uninformed and ill- 
advised" 


for (he other two suspects to be 
brought to trial 

A spokesman for tile cam- 
paigners, Aamer Anwar; said: 
“If three black me n had mur- 
dered a white man would the 
Crown Office have made such 
a mess of the case and been so 
insensitive to the family?" 

The Crown Office, Scot- 
land’s prosecuting authority 
said that it would be inappro- 
priate to comment, as pro- 
ceedings were still active and 
the two other suspects could 
still be tried. 

Strathdlyde Police have said 
they do not believe there was 
a racist element to the attack. 

Meanwhile, the condition of 
a black teenager who lapsed 
into a coma after being kicked 
by a white gang in a rada^y mo- 
tivated attack in the West Mid- 
lands on Saturday night 
improved slightly yesterday. 

David Virgo, 19, a trainee 
landscape gardener; has 
emerged from a coma but was 
still too unwell yesterday to be 
interviewed by police. 

He was punched and kicked 
unconscious after leaving a 
pub disco in Blaekheath, near 
Dudley. Witnesses told police 
that Mr Virgo was subjected to 
racist abuse and his head was 
“kicked like a football". 



Smjit Singh Chhokar, with his estranged 
der was racially motivated. Strathclyde F 


wife, SandL The Chhokar Ftimily Justice Campaign believes his mur- 
Police do not 
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TWO WOMEN police consta- 
bles who claim they received 
just one hour of counselling 
following the Dunblane 
mas sacre are suing their 
force for £800,000. it emerged 
yesterday 

It was also disclosed that 
about £3m in damages had 
already been paid in compen- 
sation to 139 people who had 
been affected by the tragedy. 

The two women, one of 
whom has retired on medical 
grounds while the other is off 
on long-term sick leave, s^y that 
they suffered psychological 
problems as a result of the 
1996 killings, in which 16 chil- 
dren and their teacher where 
shot dead by Thomas Hamitton 
in the small Scottish town. 

The women, aged 26 and 30, 
of Central Scotland Police, say 
that they were sent to Dunblane 
school shortly after Hamilton 
struck. One of them guarded 
the school gate, meeting dis- 
tressed parents. Both women 
eventually went into the gym, 
where the dead and injured 
were lying, and were later in- 
volved in assisting families of 
the children. 

The officers, who have not 
been named, are each suingfer 
£400,000, dahning that the force 
failed to provide them with ad- 
equate counselling to help them 
overcome the trauma that they 
suffered. Proceedings have 


BY JASON BENNETTO 
Crime Correspondent 

been commenced against Chief 
Constable William Wilson. It is 
alleged that Mr Wilson was 
negligent in not providing a crit- 
ical incident stress debriefing. 

The solicitor representing 
the two officers, Ian Whtson, 
said: “Ws take the view that the 
stress counselling received 
by both officers was totally 
inadequate.” 

He added that he feared 
both their careers could be 
ruined by the psychological 
effects of the trauma. 

The case is believed to be the 
first action by a police officer 
against his or her force in 
relation to Dunblane. 

In December; the House of 
Lords ruled that four police 
officers who had suffered 
severe mental trauma as a 
result of treating dying fens on 
the pitch at the 1989 Hillsbor- 
ough football disaster were not 
entitled to compensation. 

In a majority decision, the 
Law Lords overturned a Court 
of Appeal decision in 1996 that 
the officers should receive dam- 
ages after being exposed, by the 
admitted negligence of South 
Yorkshire Police, to “exces- 
sively horrific events such as 
were likely to cause psychiatric 
illness even in a police officer”. 

Yesterday’s legal action fol- 


lows a row earlier in the week 
about the level of compensation 
paid to the Dunblane victims' 
families . 

Christine McSkimming, the 
grandmother and legal 
guardian of a schoolgirl who 
was shot twice in the incident, 
described a £4,500 pay-out she 
had received from the Criminal 
Injuries Compensation Au- 
thority as a “slap in the face". 

Her granddaughter Aimie 
Adam, now eight, suffered a 
damaged sciatic nerve and a 
shattered foot 

The authority has dealt with 
203 applications for compen- 
sation so fox; rejecting 64 and 
paying out about £3m to 139 
claimants. A further ill cases 
have yet to be dealt with. 

A spokesman for Victim Sup- 
port Scotland said feat the 
needs of the injured and the 
victim’s families should be 
addressed before those of 
professionals who had served 
at fee scene of the massacre. 

“In a sense, fee issue is that 
they [the two WPCs] can do 
whatever they want and can 
sue whomever they want," he 
said. 

“But if thqy were to get feat 
money, we would perceive that 
as being a little unfair... I am 
aware feat there is a certain 
amount of disquiet at the levels 
of those awards in the 
Dunblane co mmunit y" 
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Pinochet ruling 
due next week 


THE LONG-AWAITED ruling by 
the Law Leads on whether for- 
mer Chilean dictator Augusta 
Pinochet should face extradi- 
tion to Spain on charges of 
human rights abuse will be de- 
livered next Wednesday. 

The decision by the seven 
Law Lords comes after weeks 
of defiberationand in the wake 
of a protest by the Chilean gov- 
ernment over fee length of 
time being taken while Gener- 
al Pinochet remains under 
house arrest in fee UK. 

If fee Lords rule that, as a 
former head of state, he is im- 
mune from arrest and prose- 
cution he will almost certainly 
fiy back to Santiago at the ear- 
liest opportunity, and the legal 
costs of the proceedings will 
come from public funds. 

A decision feat the general 
is not immune wifi start fee 
process of extradition, with his 
lawyers likely to make use of 
their right of appeal on sever- 
al stages of fee proceedings. 

This is fee second hearing 
over fee issue. The first one, 
which ruled that the former dic- 
tator is hot immune, was set 


By Kim Sengupta 


aside after it was revealed that 
one of the Law Lords, Lord 
Hoffmann, had liniy wife fee 
human rights pressure group. 
Amnesty International, which 
bad been represented at the 
hearing pressing for General 
Pinochet to face extradition. 

Yesterday a spokesman for 
Amnesty International said: 
“This is a chance to bring the 
international law against mass 
murder and torture off fee 
statute book and into action. 
Amnesty International hope 
that fee decision will brin g ex- 
Genera] Pinochet a step clos- 
er to faring the charges against 
him * 

Former Conservative cabi- 
net minister. Lord Lamont, 
who has campaigned for 
Pinochet to be allowed to return 
home, stated: “I hope that com- 
mon sense will prevail What- 
ever the verdict is, I'm sure the 

Government should never have 

allowed this to happen, nor al- 
lowed it to proceed. If it goes fee 

wrong way, the Government 
will live to regret it" 


Colour is 
a matter 
of words 

By JOHN von Radowitz 


WHEN IT comes to colourful 
language, members of fee 
Berinmo tribe have a strange 

way with words. !*» 

The hunter-gatherers from 
the upper reaches of the Sepik 
Stiver in Papua New Guinea do 
not distinguish between blue 
and green but their language 
contains a sharp contrast be- 
tween two hues of yellow “nol” 
and “woT not found in En glish 
Scientists from Goldsmiths 
College in London, compared 
the way the Berinmo perceived 
colours compared to a sample 
group of English speakers. The 
Berinmo were better able to 
pick a colour from a choice of 
hues around the “nol-wol” 
boundary than around fee blue- 
green boundary. A comparison 
group of English speakers #2? 
showed the reverse tendency. 

TOiting in the journal Nature 
yesterday fee scientists said: 

“Our results from these 
experiments are consistent i 
with there being a considerable 
degree of linguistic influence on 
colour categorisation.” ' ! 


V** 



+. K._ 


eM 



i-. 


r 


V 










Till | Si i 




the independent 

Thursday 18 Match 1999 


HOME NEWS/11 



Agency in 


security 


blunder 


THE PASSPORT Agency was 
forced to make an embarrass- 
ing U-tumlast night after bang 
accused of relaxing security 
checks on passport applica- 
tions to reduce a huge backlog, 
A leaked memo reveals that 
officials were issued with a list 
of checks which were no longer 
to be carried out, in order to 
speed up the processing of ap- 
plications. The decision 
prompted fears among immi- 
gration officials that it would 
lead to an increase in the num- 


BY IAN BURRELL 

Home Affairs Correspondent 


ed the acceptance of applica- 
tions accompanied by only pho- 
tocopies of marriage 
certificates. Mr Sheehan also 
advised that any counter-sig- 
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by criminal gan^. 

Last night, the Home Office 
said that the Passport Agency 
had reviewed its position and. 

agreedtfce new system could be 
‘Misinterpreted as a relaxation 
of agency security'". 

It said the new measures 
were being withdrawn with im- 
mediate effect 
■ The backlog in the applica- 
tions occurred after the instal- 
lation of a new computer 
system at the agency’s offices 
in Liverpool and Newport, 
south Wales. The system, which 
followed a public-private part- 
nership contract with Semens 
Business Sendees, was in- 
tended to meet targets of 30^000 
passports a week but the cur-' 
rent output is only 23,000. 

In the memo sent to region- 
al managers last month, the 
Passport Agency’s operations 
director; Kevin Sheehan, said 
eight seoaify shortcuts should 
be’hmnedaldy" implemented 
because of “reduced output” fol- 
lowing the introduction of a 
new computer system. The 
shortcuts, which related to the 
manual security checks carried 
out by agency officials, indud- 


long they have known the ap- 
plicant “should be given the 
benefit of the doubt”. 

The memo, reported tomor- 
row in Computer Weekly mag- 
azine, stated that “the widest 
interpretation" should be given 
to countersignatories in de- 
ciding their status. 

Photographs that were not 
accompanied by the correct 
wording from a counter-signa- 
tmy should still be accepted. Mr 
Sheehan said the new system 
was designed to “attempt to in- 
crease outpiri” but should only 

apply . to cases where “there is 
no significant doubt about the 
identify of the applicant". 

In response to the memo, 
George Ryan, the manager at 
Liverpool, the Passport 
Agency’s largest office, said 
tiie measures would ‘Increase 
the risk of fraudulent passports 
slipping through the system”. 

John Tincey of the Immi- 
gration Service Union, said re- 
laxed security checks would 
quickly be exploited by those in- 
volved in illegal immigr ation 
scams and other criminal ac- 
tivity. He was particularly con- 
cerned about the agency’s 
willingness to accept photo- 
copied identity documents. 
“Hiotocopied documents have 
no value whatsoever With the 
qualify of photocopying equip- 
ment available, it is so easy 
produce forgeries.” 



rrv is teaming Brenda Blethyn (left) with Julie Walters; Johnny Morris (top) and John Noakes both return for tea-time animal shows 


Bond and Blethyn lead ITV strategy 


to dominate peaktime schedules 


nvs apparently insatiable 
desire to dominate peak-time 
viewing into the new millenni- 
um was further underlined 
yestenhy with the launch of a 
£i9Qm spring and summer 
schedule that features 14 new 
drama secies and the United 

King dom premier of the most 

recent James Bond film, 2b- 
morrow Never Dies as the 
o nhni nation of a complete run 
of every James Bond film. 

The rating-driven schedule 
unveiled in London provided 
the first long-term indication of 
how the network intends to ex- 
ploit the audience potential 
opened up Jy shifting its main 
news bulletin -News at Ten- 
out of peak time to 6 .30pm. 


By Rhys Williams' 


Fhr lovers of Seventies chil- 
dren's programmes, the sched- 
ule’s most important move 
was to herald theretum of two 
television heroes to tea time. 
Fbrmer Blue Peter presenter 
John Noakes and Johnny Mor- 
ris, the face and voice (rf Ani- 
mal have both had their 
careers revived by ITV Mr 
Morris was last seal in Amaud 
Magic more than 20 years ago, 
while Mr Noakes has been 
lured from his Spanish retreat 
to present Mad About Pets. 

The £l9Qm that ITV is 
spending, much of it on peak 
time, is the most the network 
has invested in a single sched- 


ule. The scale of the spending 
and scope of the programming 
will alarm the BBC, which is 
feeling bruised by the ratings 
hit it took last week, the first 
since ITV moved News at Ten. 

David Liddiment, Try’s di- 
rector of programmes, said: 
“WfeVe got more peak air tune 
to fill and therefore we are hav- 
ing to spend more money. The 
summer schedules, not just 
on nv but an channds, have 
often looked a little thin in the 
past But we wiD have the most 
first-run material in a single 
quarter than there has ever 
been in the past” 

John Thaw win star in The 
Plastic Man as a plastic sur- 
geon whose gkiii with the 


scalpel is not reflected in his 
handling of bis personal life Tte 
Blonde Bombshell, featuring 

Amanda Rprfman^ rhar te Diang 

Dors" life and journey from a 
wannabe starlet, through two 
marriages and a failed HoJfy- 
wood career to her final days as 
a chat and game-show stalwart 
on British television. 

Brenda Blethyn and Julie 
Walters team up in Girls' 
Night, written by the award- 
winning Kay Mellon It tells 
the story of two sisters-in-law 
on a dream trip to Las Vfegas 
after one of them wins at bingo 
and discovers she has a brain 
tumour Robson Green, of Sol- 
dier, Soldier, also returns to 
ITV in two drama series. 


Television’s enduring ca- 
pacity for anything involving 
doctors or nurses continues 
with yet another medical 
drama series. Always and 
Everyone starring Martin 
Shaw and Niamh Cusack. 

The schedule also features 
two programmes will attempt to 
deflect charges that the netwoik 
is dumbing down and down- 
grading fectuai programming in 
peak time. TbnightvAth 'frevor 
McDonald is expected to be- 
came nVs flagship current-af- 
fairs programme and will be 
broadcast weekly at 10 o'clock. 
In the epic 20 part-series Two 
Thousand Years Mdyyn Bragg 
wiD examme the history and in- 
fluence of Christianity. 


Rising 


waters 

threaten 

London 


By Linus Gregoriadis 


RISING WATER levels beneath 
London are to be tackled by 
drilling a network of boreholes 
aimed at preventing hundreds 
of millions of pounds worth of 
damage to buildings and the 
Underground system. 

Fifty boreholes, costing be- 
tween £i5m and £20m. will ex- 
tract 70 million litres of water 
a day in a bid to bring down the 
water table which is rising by 
up to three metres every year. 

The scheme was unveiled 
yesterday by Thames Water 
on behalf of a group of organi- 
sations which includes the En- 
vironment Agency. the 
Association of British Insurers, 
BT and London Underground. 

If nothing is done, the foun- 
dations of some of the capital's 
tallest office blocks could be af- 
fected by rising water levels 
within a decade. The water 
level is now only 40 metres be- 
neath Trafalgar Square. 

The borehole plan could he 
replicated in other cities in the 
United Kingdom, including 
Birmingham and Manchester. 

Bill Alexander, chief execu- 
tive of Thames Water, said: 
“There is no time to waste. 
Though the rising groundwater 
threat in London is the most 
immediate, it is a problem af- 
fectum other cities in Britain and 
around the world, so we can lead 
the way for others to follow." 

From the mid-l9th century 
onwards the water table in Lon- 
don fell by more than 90 metres 
as industries extracted their 
own water. Since the demise of 
brewing and engineering firms 
in the capital water levels have 
risen substantially. 

The plan to combat the prob- 
lem will be implemented over 
the next five years. 

A borehole is planned for the 
Millennium Dome in Green- 
wich where rising groundwater 
would be used to flush the toi- 
lets. Other boreholes hare al- 
ready opened at Streatham and 
Merton and work has started at 
Islington, Battersea and Brixion. 
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THE INDEPENDENT 

n..»v.Uv IS March Iggg 


THE TOP SUPERMARKETS: WHO IS SELLING WHAT 


TESCO 


J SAINSBURY 


SAFEWAY SOMERFTELD KWIKSAVE 

-V . • V- ‘ (mwgtd last yew) 




KWIKSAVE 


MORRISONS 


150 out of 20.000 . 40-50 out of 1.500 


Typical 

examples 


What they 
say 


Other GIVI 
brands 


Future 

policy 


Friends of 
The Earth 
verdict 


Black bean sauce, 
vegetable soup, 
chicken and veg pie 

No plans to eliminate 
GM ingredients _■ •. 

‘Customers have told : 
us they want honest 
and clear labelling 
and that's where 
we're concentrating 
our efforts' 

Not known how 
many 


No policy 


Market leader now 
left chasing the Held 


Tomato puree, 
chicken and ham • 
pate ; dog food 

Own brands GM free 
by end of summer 


‘We are giving 
shoppers what they 
want 


Unable to say 
Up to the brands 


Delighted at policy 
change 


39 out of 4.000 

Chicken rikka 

sandwich, cream 

scones, chilli con 

.»rne f -. . . - 

GM free within the 
, next three months 

We've got an open 
mind on GM products. ; 
but our customers are 
concerned and we 
listen to our 
customers' 

Not known 


Brands expected to 
label GM producs 


Walking In the right 
direction 


1 50 out of 9.000 1 50 out of 4.000 (Som) and 400 (KSJ 


Chicken Kiev, cheese 
and tomato pizza, 
potato wedges 

Gradually phasing 
out GM ingredients 

‘We fed GM soya 
and maize fall to 
offer any tangible 
benefits to our 
customers* 


Total not known 


Brands to comply 
with Govt policy 

Pleased at 
turnaround 


Sausage rolls, leek and potato soup, fiver 
sausage 


lOOoutjof 3.000 


Turkey and coleslaw 
sa nd wic h, pancakes. 
Chinese takeaway box 


Not able to say 


Chicken burgers. 
HoHandaise sauce. 
Yorkshire pudding mix 


WAITROSE 


h out of 8.127 


Japanese soy sauce. 
Teriyaki. crispy 
crunch cake 


Asking suppliers wherever possible to use 
non-GM ingredients. Otherwise label clearly 

GM-free in three 
months time 

. Examining feasibility 
of replacing products 

GM-free by end of 
March 

Own brands GM-frce .1 
since May l 1998 \} 

‘Its consumer choice. Our first priority Is 
to our customers, and rhey expect to see 

ft' . . 

‘Customers have told 
is they feel GM food 
Is bong rushed 
through too quickly 
and they are 

uncomfortable with it* 

‘We are aware chat 
some customers may 
have reservations 
about genetic 
modification' 

It's customer 
preference' 

•The scientific effects 
of GM food are 
unknown and •> 

scientific opinion is . 4 . 
divided' - -s§ 

\t • 

Not known how many 

None, all food they 
sell is own brand 

Not able to say 

Not known how 
many 

Total unknown ' 

Expect brands to comply with die law on 
labelling 

Not applicable 

Company owning the 
brand is responsible 

Want Full information 
on all products 

Labelling helps, but 
prefer non-GM . j 

If it's customers cop priority, they must go 
' GM-free quicker 

Very pleased with 
change of heart 

Lagging behind and 
need to catch up 

Excellent 

The market leader t 

Set the pace tor GM- % 
tree shopping 


0 out of 9QQ 
Nor applicable 


Tesco isolated over policy on GM foods 


THE GOVERNMENT’S most 
senior scientific adviser on 
genetically modified foods 
warned yesterday that there 
could be a world food disaster 
if the products did not exist 
Professor Janet Bainbridge, 
chair of the Advisory Commit- 
tee on Novel Foods and 
Processes, told MPs that the 
public needed GM foods and a 
moratorium cm their release 
would achieve nothing. 


By Paul Waugh 

AND MICHAEL MCCARTHY 

Prof Bainbridge ’s defence 
of GM foods came as Salis- 
bury's became the latest su- 
permarket r'hflin to announce . 
a ban on GM ingredients in its 
own-brand groceries. 

Following similar moves by 
Marks and Spencer and Zee- 
land, Salisbury's decision 
means that only Tesco has no 


plans to phase out the products. 

In evidence to the Commons 
Science and Technology Com- 
mittee, Prof Bainbridge also 
said that debate over GM foods 
had “been and gone”. 

“Imposition of a ban on the 
cultivation or sale of GM foods 
would achieve nothing except 
jeopardise the competitiveness 
of UK industry,'’ she said. 

Her comments ware echoed 
by the Government’s chief ad- 


viser on GM crops, who told 
that his committee should 
stick to science and leave ettucs 
to Parliament 

Professor John Beringer. 
chairman of the Advisory Com- 
mittee on Releases to the En- 
vironment said that it was 
becoming indefensible to reg- 
ulate crops purely because they 
were genetically modified 
“The Americans are not stu- 
pid, and we should— examine 


wfiy there is such a different at- 
titude to GMOs on their side of 
the Atlantic,” he said 

“At worst I believe that GM 
crops will only add to existing 
problems of intensification in 
agriculture and at best they will 
greatly enhance our ability to 
solve problems." 

Although nine of the 10 
biggest supermarkets are look- 
big into the possibility of re- 
placing GM products, Tesco 
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does not plan to replace the 150 
of its 20,000 own-label products 
which contain genetically mod- 
ified soya and maize. 

The company, which has 
more than 15 per cent of the 
£90hn UK grocery market, says 
that its customers want bone^y 
and clear product labelling. 

A Tesco spokesman ex- 
plained: “Tb go completely GM- 
free is a very significant move 
and we don't want to give our 


customers false hopes." 

Safeway the fourth biggest 
supermarket, is gradually phas- 
ing out GM ingredients. It said 
yesterday: “Safeway's position 
on GM soya and maize is that 
they faO to offer any tangible 
benefits to our customers.'’ 

This frank statement reused 
eyebrows as next month Safe- 
way’s public affairs manager. 
Tony Coombes, will become di- 


rector of public affairs at Mon- 
santo. the world’s biggest pro- 
moter of GM food 

Prof Beringer claimed that 
his committee's secretariat 
was for too small, with just 
nine staff to cover all UK EU 
and international regulations. 

He also warned that poor 
publicity for the committee, to- 
gether with a failure to pay its 
members, had made it difficult 
to attract top-grade scientists. 


Stone Age people 
modified crops 


ONE OF the earliest experi- 
ments in genetic engineering 
took place about 7JW0 years ago 
and resulted in the first corn on 
the cob. Scientists have re- 
traced steps taken by Stone Age 
formers who created the first 
maize crop from a Mexican 
wild grass using a sophisticat- 
ed process of genetic selection. 

A study into the genetic an- 
cestry of the maize plant found 
it is derived from a nonde- 
script species of wild grass 
which grows in Mexico. The re- 
searchers have found how Ne- 
olithic farmers in North 
America selected specific 
strains of the wild grass which 
eventually resulted in a plant 
that produced a tightly knotted 
clump of nutritious seeds on a 
cob. The study found the farm- 
ers were unwittingly modifying 
a genetic-control region in the 
grass winch caused long tassels 
of its seeds to shorten into ed- 
ible ears that could be har- 
vested more easily. 

John Doehley who led the re- 
search team at the University 
of Minnesota, said the study 
confirmed how the maize plant, 
which does not exist naturally, 


By Steve Connor 
Science Editor 

was derived artificially by a 
process of genetic selection 
from a wild Mexican grass 
called Balsas teosinte. The ar- 
tificial selection carried out by 
the early farmers increased 
the total amount of variation 
seen in modern maize crops, 
which are far more diverse 
than the ancestral grass from 
which the were derived, the re- 
searchers report in Nature. 

“Our results help to explain 
why maize is such a variable 
crop. They also suggest that 
maize domestication required 
hundreds of years, and confirm 
previous evidence that maize 
was domesticated from Bal- 
sas teosinte of south-western 
Mexico,” they report. 

Svante Paabo, an expert on 
archaeological genetics at the 
Max Planck Institute in 
Leipzig, said the research is im- 
portant because it demon- 
strates how quickly domestic 
oops were produced from wild 
plants. “This is a significant re- 
sult because archaeologists 
are still debating how many 


centuries or millennia were 
necessary for early fanners to 
achieve the changes that made 
maize a mainstay of farming," 
Dr Paabo said. 

“Of all human inventions, 
none has had a more profound 
effect on our history— and on 
our biosphere as a whole — 
than agriculture ... This mo- 
mentous development relied 
on the genetic manipulation of 
only a handful of plants by 
eariy farmers " 

Wild Mexican grass looks 
so different from domesticated 
maize that their close rela- 
tionship could only be con- 
firmed by the genetic analysis 
that showed how the long tas- 
sels became short ears. 

“This study is fascinating to 
me because it prorides the 
first glimpse of what went on 
during one of the earliest ge- 
netic-engineering experi- 
ments," Dr Paabo said. 

The genetic techniques used 
in the stuefy could also be used 
to dissect the modification that 
took place to create other do- 
mestic plants and animals, in- 
cluding cats and dogs, he 
added. 


FETA HAS gone the way of 
Yorkshire pudding and Eccles 
cakes. No longer may Greece 
claim a monopoly over the 
crumbly white cheese, the 
European Court of Justice 
ruled yesterday. 

The court overturned a deci- 
sion of the European Coramis- 
sfon that had givm protection to 
Feta as an exdusivety Greek 
product . Other countries that 
made the cheese, such as Den- 
mark, Germany and France, 
had been prevented from mar- 
keting it under that name. 

TbeLuxemburg court ruled 
that the Brussels Commission 
had unjustly prevented other 
member states from calling 
their own produce ‘'Feta”. 

The court said that although 
some product names that made 
geographical reference were 
protected by European Union 
law as “designations of origin", 
fteta was a long-established 
generic term that could no 
longer be claimed solely by its 
place of birth. 

Europe has already with- 
drawn from special protection 
the names of a range of national 
and regional specialities. Ched- 
dar cheese made outside the 
West Country may now be sold 
as “Cheddar", and “Eccles” 
cakes may now come from out- 
side Greater Manchester 
But the names of other prod- 
ucts, including Cornish dotted 
cream and Stilton cheese, have 


By Kathy Makes 


been given “geographic pro- 
tection”. 

Greece has long argued that 
Feta cheeses made elsewhere 
in Europe are foreign impostors 
and pale imitations of the real 

thing 

The name comes from the 
Greek woTO for “pieces 0 -ietes. 
According to the traditional 
method of manufacture, hit*** 
of sheep’s-milk cheese are cut 
into pieces, salted in brine, 
placed in wooden barrels, metal 


Who Owns 
Food? 

Products that can be 
made outside their 
place of origin: 
Yorkshire pudding 
Eccles cakes 
Cheddar cheese 
Feta cheese 
Edam and Gouda 

Products that have 
been given geographic 
protection: 

Scottish beef 
Stilton cheese 
Jersey Royal potatoes 
Newcastle Brown Ale 
French champagne 
Provence lavender oil 
Italian Parma ham 


containers or skin bags, and left 
in a cool place to ripen. 

In 1996, at the request of 
Greece, the Commission con- 
ducted a Europe-wide survey 
on the manufacture and con- 
sumption of F^ta cheese, and 
consulted a scientific commit- 
tee on names of origin. 

The Commission conclud- 
ed that “Feta” had not become 
the common name of a product 
and that it “continues to evoke 
a Greek origin". The cheese 
was placed on a register of ( 
names known as “protected 
designation of origin”. 

Cheese makers in Denmark, 
Germany and France, forced to 
label their produce “white 
cheese”, challenged the deci- 
sion, arguing that their cheeses 
had been marketed as Ffeia since 
1963, 1981 and irrespectively. 

The judges yesterday 
agreed, saying that the Cora- 
mission had “unjustly, min- 
imised the importance to be 
attached to the situation". 

They said: “Tb decide 
whether a name has become 
generic, the situation existing 
in the member state in which 
the name originates, and in 
areas of consumption, togeth- 
er with relevant national or 
community legislation, must 
ail be taken into account 

"The Commission should, 
in particular, have taken 
account of the existence of 
products legally on the market” 


Greeks lose right to H 
claim Feta as theirs 
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But Cayman 
islanders say it’s better at home 
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“MOVE TO England?” laiigh^ 
Marcie Chittenden, almost 
scornfully. “Why would anyone 
want to leave the Cayman Is- 
lands? If s beautiful here.” 

Mrs Chittenden has a good 
point Robin Cook, tbe Ebreign 
Secretary, announced yester- 
day that residents of Britain’s 
Overseas Territories are to be 
granted citizenship. As a result, 
the 150,000 people living in the 
last remnants of the empire can 
move to Britain and travel 
freely in the European Com- 
munity. But as Mrs Chittenden 
explained so succinctly, the 
vast majority of Britain’s over- 
seas reddents would xiot dream 
of mov ing . 

“When I was a little girl, a lot 
of the men were seafarers,” 
said Mrs Chittenden, 54, sec- 
retary of the Church of God in 
Georgetown, Grand Cayman, 
the largest ofthe three islands 
which make up the territory. 
“They would go all over the 
world and. see all sorts, but 
when they came bade they 
would say to me ‘There is no 
place Bke Cayman*." 

The 36,000 or so islanders of 


BY ANDREW BUNCOMBE 


the Caymans (the other two is- 
lands are Cayman Brae and lit- 
tle Cayman) enjoy an enviable 
climate, situated as they are in 
the eastern Caribbean. There 
iS an ahwnflaweft of flora and 
famw T.tfo rer rfarypA arid calm 

But it is not simply the 
lifestyle that appeals- The Cay- 
mans, a large-scale centre for 
offshore finance, also enjoy a 
standard of living well above 
Britain’s. Per capita, islanders 
havie a GDP of around £20,000 
compared to £14*500 in Britain. 

“Britain is great - the edu- 
cation I have bad has been 
great, but I draft think that I 
would want to live here per- 
manently” said Paul Byies, 32, 
of GeMgefown, who is studying 
for a PhD in economics at the 
University of Surrey in Guild- 
ford. “There might be some 
people who would prefer the 
bigneity lifestyle but I don’t 
think there win be lots of peo- 
ple rushing to move.” 

The offer of citizenship does 
not come without a price. An- 
nounong his White Paper yes- 


terday, Mr Cook said Britain’s 
13 Overseas Territories (for- 
merly the Dependent Territo- 
ries) would have to modernise 
than- hrnnan ri g hts le gislation 

U nmnswimB ty 1 i$ a frl 

the five Caribbean territories - 
An gUflte, RrlH g h Vn^ g m Tqlanrh; 
Q3VD, Montserrat, the Cay- 
mans and the Treks and Caicos 
Islamic CFCD - although resi- 
dents say it is enforced rarefy. 
Corporal punishment remains 
on the statutesm the BVT Oast 
handed down as a sentence in 
-1996). and Bermuda, where 
most locals believe it acts as a 
deterrent to hooliganism and ju- 
venile crime. Capital punish- 
ment has theoretically been 
retained in Bermuda, though it 
has not been used since 1977 
when two people were execut- 
ed. The death penalty also re- 
mains on tiie statute for piracy 
and treason. 

“The homosexuality law win 
be a big issue,” Mrs Chittenden 
said “What people do in tbejHi- 
va<y of their own homes is not 
really an issue but they will not 
be wanting to condone an un- 
godly lifestyle.” 



Ffew residents of the Cayman Islands are expected to take up the fbreign Secretary’s offer 


Colorific 


Perhaps of even greater con- 
cern will be the requirement 
that the territories bring in 
nejv regulations for their bur- 
geoning financial services in- 
dustries. The White Paper 
notes thatmaqy of the systems 
are potential targets for money 
Iaunderers and d^traffickera. 

“Same Overseas Territories 
do not yet Mfymeet interna- 


tional standards,” Mr Cook told 
the Commons yesterday. “The 
gktbafisation of international fi- 
nance mpjfflc that we cannot 
tolerate a weak hide anywhere 
in the chain." 

The governor of the BVI, 
Frank Savage, said yesterday 
he believed people were con- 
cerned that extra regulation 
could deter investors. 


Some terr i tory citizens may 
be keener than others to tab* 
up the offer of moving to 
Britain. White most residents of 
Bermuda are unhkefy to be in- 
terested, up to 5^00 poverty- 
stricken residents of StHelena 
have long been canjpaigning &r 
rights of citizenship. 

Residents of Montserrat, 
devastated!^ volcanoes in 1996 


and twice to 1997, may also be 
ready to leave. 

But one thing Mr Cook made 
dear yesterday was that the 
arrangement was, sadly, not 
reciprocal; anyone fed up with 
hfe in Britain does not have the 
automatic right to up and nxwe 
to warmer dimes. 

Leading article. 
Review page three 


Richest 
union 
boss has 
pay cut 


BY Barrie Clement 
Labour Editor 


GORDON TAYLOR, the highly 
paid head of the footballers* 
union, has taken a pay cut of 
n.000 a week despite rocketing 
wages among his millionaire 
members. 

However; Mr Taylor, chief 
executive of the Professional 
Ibotbaflers’ Association tPFA), 
is still some distance from the 
breadline on a package worth 
£370,000 a year, according to fig- 
ures from the Government’s 
certification officer MrTaytor's 
earnings are partly Knked with 
television rights, wiuch seemed 
to suffers temporary blip. 

The PFA chief will look with 
some envy at Alan Shearen of 
Newcastle United, who is in 
the middle of negotiating his 
£30,000 a weds up to a replied 
£40,000, and David Beckham, of 
Manchester United, who last Au- 
gust signed a deal said to be 
worth £7m over five years. 

Less favoured players in the 
Premiership still mate around 
£4,000 a week. 

According to the certification 
officer’s annual report, Mr Tay- 
lor is still the highest paid 
union leader. In second plare is 
Dr Ernest Armstrong, of the 
British Medical Association, 
on £ 118310 .^ Third is ftuil Snow- 
ball, of the banking union 
UNIFT, on £104,133; fourth 
Christine Hancock, of the Rqyal 
College of Nursing, on £99,500; 
and fifth Peter Smith, of the As- 
sociation of Teachers and Lec- 
turers, on £95,000. 

Rodney Bicfcerstaffe, gen- 
eral secretary of the public 
services union Unison and 
champion of low-paid workers, 
received a package last year 
worth nearly £84,000. 

Arthur Scargifi, president of 
the National Union of Mine- 
workers, has a package worth 
£70,700, to lead a membership 
estimated at fewer than 6,000. 

The lowest-paid officer is at 
tiie Scottish Union of Power 
Loom Technicians, with an 
honorarium of £ 100 . 
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Solved: Mystery of crocodile that feasted on dinosaurs 



SCIENTISTS HAVE solved the 
mystery of a giant prehistoric 
crocodile which was so big 
that it could make a meal of a 
dinosaur 

Demosuchus was five times 
the size of the biggest croco- 
diles alive today and re- 
searchers have iwwdisswmd 
why - it lived far longer than its 
present-day cousins. 

Unlike the dinosaurs, which 
became giants by putting on 


By Steve Connor 
S dence Editor 

weight quickly, Demosuchus 
grew slowly and became gi- 
gantic simply by continuing to 
get bigger while living to a rel- 
atively great age. 

“How Demosuchus ai foinpd 
sizes to rival Its dinosaurian 
ocmtemporaries, on which it mt 
doubtedly preyed, has re- 
mained a mystery,” say 


Gregory Erickson and Christo- 
pher Brochu, of Stanford Uni- 
versity in California and the 
field Museum of Natural His- 
tory in Chicago, in thejoumal 
Nature. 

The scientists studied the 
growth rings of Demosuchus 
bones and found that the rep- 
tiles must have lived for at least 
50 years, about 20 years more 
than living crocodiles, and con- 
siderably longer than the di- 


nosaurs alive at the time. This 
ip qgy qts that die ancient croc- 
odile grew sMy and steadily, 
fifax fhp mnriprn -day eoid-blood- 
ed reptiles cousins, rather than 
in spurts which is die pattern 
seal in today's warm-blooded 
animals. 

Fossil specimens of 
Demosuchus excavated in 
Montana and 1 teas indicate 
that it grew up to 32 feet long 
and had huge jaws which were 


capable of gripping animals 
as big as a rhinoceros. 

“We're almost certain they 
fed occasionally on dinosaurs 

but there is also evidence that 

they ate large turtles because 
of puncture holes found in l tur- 
tle] shells which match the 
teeth of Deinosuchus." Dr Er- 
ickson said. 

Dinosaurs’ bones show that 
u»mt tihmufh a ranid DC* 


Demosuchus grew al a modest - 
0.3 metres a year and over 

se\t^<kn?odcsr^thiTthunthr 

five or ten years of modern 
crocodiles. 

Dr Erickson said that 
Deinosuchus would haw been 
among the longest-lived 
animals of prehistoric times. 
“Each Deinosuchus must 
hare seen several generations 
of dinosaurs come and go." he 


Vicar loses 
fight to keep 
his flock 


A CONTROVERSIAL Anglican 
vicar yesterday lost a land- 
mark legal case over a decision 
by his bishop to make a dras- 
tic cut in the size of his parish. 

The Rev Ashley Cheesman, 
46, broke down as he was told 
by three members of the Privy 
Council in Downing Street that 
they were upholding the Bish- 
op of Leicester’s decision to 
more than halve his 800-m em- 
ber parish in Gaulby. 

The Manufacturing Sdence 
and Finance Union (MSF), 
which had supported Mr 
Cheesman, condemned the de- 
cision as an abuse of power by 
the Church of En gland that 
would enable it to remove any 
vicar without consulting either 
clergy or parishioners. 

The judgment follows an ac- 
rimonious dispute between Mr 
Cheesman, a father of two, and 
his former bishop, the Right 
Rev Thomas Butler who was 
recently made Bishop of South- 
walk. The pair dashed over de- 
teriorating relations between 
Mr Cheesman and a number of 
his parishioners. 

Mr Cheesman had said he 
was bong ousted because of his 
unorthodox evangelical preach- 
ing. His new parish of just 300 
people would dramatically cut 


By Cahal Mmuo 


his income by reducing his earn- 
ings from funerals, christen- 
ings and weddings, he bad said. 

MSF general secretary Roger 
Lyons said: “The church aban- 
doned attempts to reach a set- 
tlement with Mr Cheesman and 
used an administrative mea- 
sure to effectively starve him out 
Bis new parish wll not provide 
suffident income foe a man with 
a wife and two children. 

“This rilling maang that the 
feudal system imposed on der- 
gy has been formally upheld and 
they have no protection from un- 
fair treatment by their employ- 
er Every Church of England 
vicar should now be looking 
over his shoulder in the light of 
what has happened today.’ 1 

Mr Lyons said Mr Cheesman 
was now “inconsolable”. 

The nine-month legal battle 
began after the Diocese of 
I^eacesterinvdsedtiie Church of 
England 1983 Pastoral Mea- 
sures to reduce Mr Chessman's 
seven-church rural parish. 

The vicar with the backing 
of the MSF's L5 00- member 
dergy section, appealed to the 
Privy Council, the highest court 
for ecclesiastical disputes. 

In a split ruling by the Privy 


Council's three-member panel 
- consisting of Lord Lloyd of 
Berwick, Lord Hobhouse of 
Woodborougb and Sir Christo- 
pher Slade - it was decided that 
the church authorities had 
acted responsibly. 

The chairman, Lord Lloyd, 
found in favour of Mr 
Cheesman but the other two 
found that the dergyman had 
no case under church rules. 

Union officials argued that 
the judgment contradicted the 
Government’s Employment 
Relations Bill currently going 
through Parliament, which con- 
tains a clause which gives der- 
gy fell employment rights. 

Under current church rules, 
bishops have been able to 
argue that clergy are employed 
by God and are paid a stipend 
to allow them to cany out their 
pastoral work 

Mr Cheesman, who effec- 
tively holds a lifelong legal free- 
hold to his parish although the 
church can now dictate its size, 
receives a stipend of 05^000 with 
extra income coming from fees 
for special occasion services. 

His dispute with a group of 
parishioners started in 1994 
when they objected to his evan- 
gelical preaching style and 
began to hold prayer and hymn 



The Rev Ashley Cheesman (top) dashed with former Bishop of Leicester, the Right Rev Thomas Butler, after complaints from parishioners 
about his evangelical preaching style at St Peter’s Church in Gaulby Leicestershire (above) Demid Kennedy 


sessions in the churches with- made his mother church war- the 1977 Incumbent Creation of In a statement it said: “We hope that all parties concerned ~ 

but him. To try to halt the im- den at one of his churches - Beneficesl Measure, ended be- believe this scheme will result wifi work towards making a suc- 

promptu ceremonies, the vicar even though she lived 100 miles cause the church could not af- in better arrangements for the cess of the new arrangements.” 

resorted to lotting up the organ away in Suffolk ford the £250,000 legal biH cure of souls in the parishes in- The diocese said the new 

in one church. An earlier attempt to re- The Diocese of Leicester volved. The strongly held and parish had been created to 

Acrimony increased when more the vicar by Bishop But- yesterday said it now hoped Mr differing views of local church allow Mr Cheesman to contin- 

Mr Cheesman invoked ancient lei; who has been replaced as Cheesman and his discontent people have now been fully ue his ministry, 

church protocol allowing him to Bishop ofLacester by the Right former parishioners would be aired and considered through Mr Cheesman was unavail- 

appoint church wardens. He Rev Timothy Stevens, using able to Kve side by side. every process available. We able for comment yesterday. 
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Ybu can order 
prints of these 
photographs by 
award-winning 
independent and 
Independent on 
Sunday 
photographer 
Brian Harris, at the 
special rate oF £1 5 
each 12" x 9"print, 
2 For £25, 
or 3 For £35. 
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Please complete in block capitals and send to: Independent Photographs, The independent, 1 Canada Square, London E14 5DL 


Suharto family protests 
after UK refuses visas 


THE FAMUJf of Suharto, the for- 
mer Indonesian president, has 
lodged a formal protest after 
several of its members were 
banned from entering Britain 
after an investigation was 
launched into the source of 
their wealth. 

“This is so shamcfal that it 
is unbelievable,” said Probo- 
sutejo, half-brother of Mr 
Suharto, who has written to the 
British embassy In Jakarta de- 
manding an explanation for its 
refusal to grant visas to his wife 
and children. “Bbr decades I’ve 
been going to Britain and I’ve 
always had a multiple-entry 
visa. Why am I suspected now? 
What is the reason? Is there 
any proof that I’ve done any- 
thing wrong or that I’ve stolen 
from Indonesia? There is 
none,” be said yesterday. 

Like several of the former 
president's children and close 
relations, Mr Probosutejo be- 
came a multi-millionaire 


By Richard Lloyd parky 
in Jakarta 

through the award of franchis- 
es in doves, plantations, con- 
struction and glass-making. He 
has been accused of abusing his 
connection to the former dic- 
tator to win contracts unfairly, 
which he denies. 

The extended Suharto fam- 
ily put up for sale at least three 
large homes it owns in London, 
including two in Hampstead 
Garden Suburb, on sale for 
£8m and £L95m. 

The gover nm ent of the new 
president, BJ Habibie, is con- 
ducting an investigation into the 
Suharto family’s wealth, al- 
though few Indonesians believe 
charges are fihdy to be brought 
Human-rights activists have 
called for the seizure of the 
Suhartos' overseas assets. Dur- 
ing Mr Suharto’s 31 years as 
president, famfly members reg- 
ularfy went to London, and 



Suharto: Activists want 
his family’s assets seized 

British companies sought them 
out as business partners and 
“consultants”. Mr Suharto’s 
son Sigit was involved in joint 
ventures with Thames Water 
and BE 

As recently as last May the 
Jakarta consulate granted a 


multiple re-entry visa to Mr 
Suharto’s eldest daughter, 
known as TutuL But after Mr 
Suharto's resignation later that 
month it changed its policy. 
Whitehall sources say several 
members of the extended fam- 
ily have been refused visas. 

Mr Probosutejo was also a 
frequent visitor to London and 
owned a large house in Putney. 

It has been put on the mar- 
ket, although Mr Probosutejo 
said yesterday that he had 
changed his mind about selling 
it “At one point I wanted to sell 
it, because my children fin- 
ished their education but now 
I found out how much it is 
worth I'm not selling it” He 
paid £90,000 for it in 1976 and it 
has been put on the market for 
££l.4m. 

Yesterday a spokesman for 
the British Embassy in Jakar- 
ta said that its policy was not 
to discuss individual immigra- 
tion cases. 


Body lay in home 
for three weeks 


A WOMAN OF 78 lay dead for up 
to three weeks at fte home she 
shared with her fanufywith the 
words “Help Me" scrawled on 
the walk of her bedroom, an in- 
quest heard yesterday. 

MaryStankbte’srelkivesbe- 
Bered that she was asleep -and 
said they were used to her tak 
mg to her room for up to two 
months at a time Mrs Stansbie, 
who suffered from dwnwrtia 
(Bed from a blood dot triggered 
by the feet she had not moved for 
at least 10 days. She was dis- 
covered bya distrirt nurse at her 

home m Smethwick, West Mid- 
lands, on 13 December 1997. 

Mrs Stansbie’s daughter; 
Mary Widdows, told yester- 
day’s hearing in Smethwick 
Council House that she 
checked on her mother a week 
before she was certified dead, 
and believed that she was 


By Damien Pearse 


sleeping. She said she did not 
suspect there was anything 
'wrong as her mother often 
took to her room for six to 
eight weeks at a stretch. 

Maureen CapeweD, a dis- 
trict nurse, told the inquest 
that she called at the house to 
visit Mrs Stansbie, who lived 
with her daughter and two 
granddaughter, and found her 
dead in bed. The words “Help 
me" and “No Help” were writ- 
ten on the walls, she added 
Pathologist Dr Kenneth 
Scott told the hearing that Mrs 
Stansbie’s death occurred no 
fewer than 10 days, and possi- 
bty as long as three weeks, be- 
fore her body was found 
Sandwell South coroner 
Pete Turner recorded an open 
verdict 


DNA gives clue to 
15-year-old killing 


detectives investigating the 
k iltin g of a beauty cons ultant 
who was found dead in her bath 
is years ago have begun DNA 
testing on up to 300 people, 


. - p 

of their “prime suspect". 

The cause of death for Cyn- 
thia Bolshaw, 50, was given as 

asphyxia. Among the people the 
police want to trace in connec- 
tion with the case are more 
than 200 men named in herdi- 

aries. Evidence taken 9 October 

1983 from the bungalow in 
Heswall, Wirral, where her 
boty was found, has Iain in a 
laboratory since then.But de- 
tectives hope thata recentiyre- 
covered DNA profile may 
provide a major breakthrough 
in their hunt for her killer. 

Meticulously kept diaries 
and address books containing 


By Maria bresun 

details of more than 200 men 
were recovered from the house, 
but e xtensive interviews with 

former boyfriends failed to yield 
any dues. 

Evidence showed that Mrs 
Bolshaw, who was divorced 
and a Christian Dior cosmetics 
adviser, drank sherry and 
branch' with a companion short- 
ly before her death. 

Superintendent Dave Smith, 
of Merseyside police, yesterday 
told a news conference at his 
force’s headquarters thnt the 
DNAprofile was a “significant” 
find. “Obviously it is a bit like 
a jigsaw puzzle and the more 
pieces we put together, the 
more we can eliminate. As we 
eliminate people we should be 
able to get doser and doser to 
the killer;” 
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ThK KOSOVO pendiihiyri rnqygd 
Cttninously from peace towards 
■r 8 ** last mght, as the peace con- 
ference in Paris appeared dose 
to collapse and Yugoslav forces 
massed in and around the 
province, ahead of a possible 
military onslaught against eth- 
nic Albanian insurgents. 

_ According to Pentagon offi- 
cials in Washington, The Yu- 
goslav President Slobodan 
Milosevic has now deployed 
up to 18,000 troops into Kosovo, 
almost double the number 
agreed at last October’s mori- 
bund ceasefire deal, whBe be- 
tween 16,000 and 31,000 are 
waiting just across the border 
In addition, at least eight of Bel- 
grade's top-of-the-line M-84 
battle tanks, updated versions 
of the Soviet-era T-72s, have 
been moved into the province 
for the first time. 

General Wesley Clark, 
Nato's supreme commander 
in Europe, claimed before the 
House Armed Services Com- 
mittee that the build-up proved 
that Serb forces were prepar- 
ing to “resume the conflict on 
a very large scale” should the 
second round of talks fail and 
Belgrade conclude that the al- 
liance did not have the nerve to 
go through with its threats of 
airstrikes. 

And last night in Paris, fail- 
ure seemed the most li&ely - in- 
deed the almost inevitable - 


by Rupert Cornwell 



outcome. “Time and our pa- 
tience are running out,” James 
Rubin, US State Department 
spokesman said, warning that 
Serbia faced the choice “be- 
tween peace and catastrophe". 
The response from the Serbs 
was as unbending as even 
Far from inducing conces- 
sions, the promised signature 
by the Kosovo Albanians of the 
proposed accord has merely 
stiffened Belgrade's intransi- 
gence. Milan Mflutmovic, the 
Serbian President who is head- 
ing the delegation in Paris, is 
stffl flatly revising to sign the 
military annex allowing the 
stationing of 28,000 Nato-led 
peacekeepers. He has also de- 
manded sweeping changes in 
the draft agreement, granting 
Kosovo wide autonomy. 

Having seemed ready at the 
end of the inconclusive Febru- 
ary conference at Ramboufllet, 
the Serbs now object to a bey 
provision erf the draft, giving the 
Albanians the right to have 
their own police forra. They are 
also seeking to reduce the pow- 
ers of a future elected Kosovo 
assembly ‘They want to amend 
70 per cent of the package,” an 
Albanian negotiator declared. 

But with the international 
mediators representing the see- 
nation Contact Group of lead- 
ing powers refusing aS but the 
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most minor changes, deadlock 
is all but complete. Christopher 
HBt, the chief negotiator and ar- 
chitect of the draft accord, de- 
dared bleakly last night that be 
expected “no further progress”. 

If so, then the formal signing 
of the deal by the Albanians 
con Id t ake place as early as 
today and barring a last mijmte 
cave-in fay Belgrade, the talks 
could finish by the weekend. At 
that point Nato would again 
face the stark choice: to bomb 
or not to bomb. The US is 
adamant on the former; Mr 
Milosevic, supreme practition- 
er of brinkmanship, befieves di- 
visions in the alliance will 
produce the latter result 

Most immediately worrying, 
however is the troop build-up. 
on the ground. Alliance plan- 
ners simply do not believe the 
Yugoslav President would take 


the risk of attacking the 12,000 
Western troops (3,800 of them 
British) already stationed in 

wpjgMMB irrn g Macedo nia. Tfreir 

immediate task, if talks fed, 
would be to carry out the evac- 
uation of the unarmed in- 
ternational peace monitors in 
Kosova That would amount to 
a declaration of war on Nata 

But with spring only a week 

or two away Mr Milosevic now 

has in place the wherewithal for 
a massive offensive at short DO- 
tice against the Kosovo Liber 
ation Army (KLA), that would 
eclipse the crackdowns of last 
yean That would provoke the 
“humanitarian disaster” Nato 
has vowed to prevent. 

■ An independent forensic re- 
port h?^ concluded that at least 
40 unarmed civilians were 
killed in cold blood on or around 
15 January in the Kosovo village 
of Racak. Dr Helena Ranta, the 
F innish pathologist who led an 
EU forensic team, did not ac- 
cuse the Serb authorities of a 
“massacre”. But she noted that 
normal police investigation pro- 
cedures were ignored and con- 
■Juded that the victims were 
unarmed civilians. Tbe Serb au- 
thorities suggested they were 
armed combatants, ami that 
some died in cross fire. 

Although 45 bodies were 
discovered in Racak, only 40 
were presented to Dr Ranta’s 
team for autopsy. 



Three ethnic Albanian women comforting each other during the funeral in Grajkovac yesterday of four relatives 
found killed in the forest near the Kosovan village, 60km north-west of Pristina Oleg Popov/Reuters 


‘We will fight until our last soldier dies’ 


WAR RAGES in the hills neaity 
tart Kosovo’s guerrilla leader is 
relaxed and hospitable. Sitting 
at home beside his wood-burn- 
ing stove, Suleyman Selimi is 
giving his first interview to 
foreign journalists since being 
named chief commander of the 
Kosovo liberation Army (KLA) 
last month. 

He was chosen for the top job 
as his old friend HashimThari, 


By Emma Daly 
in Qbriqje 


known as commander “Snake”, 
was being chosen to lead the 
Albanian delegation to the 
Ramboullet peace talks and 
again in Paris, where the KLA 
has agreed to sign the two-part 
peace deal 

The situation, Mr Selimi 
admits, is bad for the KLA. 


Recently it has been forced out 
of several villages in the Shala 
region, east of the its Drenica 
stronghold. But he does not 
seem unduly worried by the 
losses. “We are going to keep 
our positions and we are going 
to look after the civilians who 
have left those hills,” says 
Mr Selimi, who is known as 
commander “Sul tan”. 

Sultan is no intellectual but 


he is revered fay the KLA fix 1 his 
bravery. He says that, despite 
the dissent of a senior 
KLA commander - known as 
“Remi” - in the northern R>- 
dpjevo region, the Kosovo 
rebels are united in support of 
the Western-backed peace plan 
for the province. 

“There will always be some- 
one who behaves as an ex- 
tremist, but it’s a small group 


and I draft see it as a problem," 

he says. 

Asked about the proposed 
disarmament of the rebels, 
which worries many junior 
KLA officers, Sultan is san- 
guine. “If the Serb forces with- 
draw, we will not need our 
weapons anymore,” he says. “It 
was never our desire to take up 
weapons and fight” 

And Mr Selimi who was a 


student at the University in 
Mitrovica before taking up 
arms, has no desire to hold of- 
fice in an autonomous and 
peaceful Kosovo. “When I start- 
ed to fight, I didn't know I 
would live for so long” he says. 
“I have been in danger many 
times, and I thought I was not 
going to survive." 

In a free Kosovo, “I am not 
going to hold any port. I want to 


be a free civilian, and for my peo^ 
pie to have foil human rights.” 
The KLA chief believes that 
the Yugoslav President. Slobo- 
dan Milosevic, will eventually 
sign the peace deal “If they see 
Nato is serious, they are going 
to accept everything in the 
end,” he says. Bui “We are 
going to stay here and if they 
come, we will fight. And we will 
fight until our last soldier dies.” 
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EU IN CRISIS 


Finally, the 


Eurocrats 


accept reality 


‘ IT TOOK MORE than 36 hours 
after the drama of the Euro- 
pean Commission’s mass res- 
ignation for the full meaning of 
the word "resign" to fully sink 
\ in on the top floors of the Brey- 

del budding the Commission's 
headquarters in Brussels. 
a lb the amazement of some 
of her colleagues, the private 
office of Edith Cresson, the 
shamed French commissioner 
at the centre of the crisis, was 
still behaving as if nothing bad 
happened On Tuesday evening 
they circulated the detail of 
new proposals relating to her 
research and education port- 
folio. Under normal circum- 
stances the plans were to have 
been considered by the Com- 
mission at its regular weekly 
meeting yesterday. 

“I could not believe my eyes” 
said a member of another com- 
missioner's entourage. “It was 
as if they were still in denial". 

By lunchtime yesterday Mr 
Santer and most members of 
his team had finally accepted 
the new reality. In contrast to 
the previous day’s indignant 
press conference where he 
slated the sleaze inquiry team's 


By Katherine Butler 
in Brussels 


findings, Mr Santer did not 
speak to the press at all yes- 
terday. In fact he appeared to 
have been muzzled by his col- 
leagues. Karel Van Miert the 
commissioner for competition 
policy flanked by Sweden's 
Anita Gradin and Italy’s Mario 
Monti emerged instead. 

Taking firm charge of the sit- 
uation Mr Vim Miert, a popular; 
no-nonsense Belgian with a 
strong political reputation, told 
a press conference there was 
no question of it being business 
as usual. The planned publica- 
tion of a major white paper on 
overhauling EU competition 
law was one of the first casu- 
alties of the resignations, he 
said. It would be shelved. 

He said the Commission 
would discharge its legal oblig- 
ations: opening or dosing state 
aid inquiries, or organising ten- 
ders for grain and sugar 
exports, one of the Commis- 
sion’s more arcane duties 
under the Common Agricul- 
tural Policy. It would also give 
“a helping hand” to EU gov- 


ernments and the European 
Parliament to reach agree- 
ments on reforming the Union’s 
finances and the CAP, but no 
new initiatives which might be 
deemed political in character 
would be tabled "We must not 
give the impression we are 
sulking" Mr Van Miert said 
"Even if the Commission has 
resigned we cannot block the 
work of the European Union". 

Mr Van Miert was one of 
those who also moved to dis- 
tance himself from the tainted 
Jacques Santer; pointing out 
that it was “totalty unfair" to tar 
everyone with the same brush. 

Earlier; as they arrived for 
their regular weekly meeting, 
the twenty commissioners 
were again besieged by a 
scrum of reporters and TV 
crews. “No it is not business as 

usn^T." Nail K innoc k told thprn. 
"It can't be. We resigned on 
Monday night” 

Bizarrely in what smacked of 
bolting the stable door after the 
horse had bolted, the commis- 
sioners did discuss and 
approve new proposals for tack- 
ling fraud 

Announcing the measures 



Edith Cresson and Joao de Dens PSnheiro at the commissioners* weekly meeting, which went ahead as usual in Brussels yesterday 


Mr Monti, the commissioner for 
the single market allowed him- 
self a small smile. “I think you 
might find this a little ... rele- 
vant” he said 

Even more bizarre was the 
spectacle of die flamboyant 


Irish commissioner Padraig 
Flynn throwing a party on the 
eighth floor of the building. 

Not one to be put off by the 
atmosphere of mourning all 
around him Mr Flynn invited 
staff and fellow commissioners 


to a feast of Guinness, Irish Cof- 
fee and smoked salmon in cel- 
ebration of St Patrick’s Day. Mr 
Flynn entertained bis guests 
with a rendition of “The West’s 
Awake” a ballad about En glish 
oppression in Ireland. Sir Leon 


Brittan, who is being tipped by 
some as a potential interim 
president of the Commission, 
laughed loudly when Mr Flynn 
reached the dramatic climax of 
the song. 

Mr Flynn was not mentioned 


in the fraud report but is un- 
likely to be reappointed to the 
C ommissio n by Dublin because 
of separate allegations relating 
to a £50,000 gift from a builder 
when he was an Irish govern- 
ment minister some years ago. 


Why no one wants strong leadership in Brussels 


YESTERDAY THE phrases 

tripped off the tongues of almost 
every EU leaden "Time for 
strong, proven leadership... 
root-and-branch reform.- ap- 
pointments on the basis of 
merit., a Europe accountable 
to the people.” But do the heads 
of Europe's national govern- 
ments really want what they 
say they want? 

The clamour surrounding 


By Rupert Cornwell 


the resignation of the Brussels 
Commission Has obscured an 
essential truth. Contrary to im- 
pressions, the demise of the 
president, Jacques Santee was 
not nemesis visited upon an 
over-mighty supranational ex- 
ecutive which was steadily 
usurping more power from 
member states. 


Over the last decade and a 
half, in a process that began 
under the vilified Jacques De- 
fers, power has shifted from 
Brussels back towards the na- 
tional governments. More 
clearly than ever; the domi- 
nant institution within the EU 
is not the Commission but the 
Council of Ministers. Mr Santer 
was a weak president - pre- 
cisely what the national gov- 


ernments wanted in 1394 when 
thqy chose him as a compro- 
mise candidate. 

This week’s upheavals have 
been presented as a victory for 
the more open and transparent 
political culture of the northern 
member states over the laxei; 
more clique-ridden ways of the 
South; or at a grossly oversim- 
plified level, of the Protestant 
over the Catholic way of doing 


things. But such a victory could 
have unintended conse- 
quences, above all for Britain. 

A stronger; more stream- 
lined and credible EU executive 
would be the last thing any sen- 
sible Eurosceptic would want, 
depriving him of his easiest and 
most rewarding target But 
governments too, for all their 
rhetoric, may get more than 
they bargained foe 


For them, the ideal is a 
squeaky clean and uncontro- 
versial - but above all submis- 
sive - Brussels. But a more 
accountable Commission, with 
higher quality personnel and 
greater public scrutiny (either 
via a permanent independent 
auditing board or an invigorat- 
ed European Parliament in 
Strasbourg) is likely to mean 
a more confident and therefore 


powerful commission. like it or 
not, governments may find the 
pendulum swinging back in the 
opposite direction. 

And one quiet revolution 
could lead to another The top 
posts in Europe have general- 
ly gone to superannuated do- 
mestic politicians or ones who 
no longer fit into their own na- 
tional systems. They are nom- 
inated by national governments 


who give the president virtual- 
ly no say in the matter. 

But a Commission chief of 
real standing, with the right to 
choose his own people, could at- 
tract younger politicians to the 
EU. if so. Brussels could be- 
come an integral part of a na- 
tional political careen rather 
than a belated appendage. That 
too might be not exactly as 
member governments intend. 
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Schroder scours capitals for new leader 


ByImheKaracs 
in Berlin 

and Katherine Butler 
in Brussels 


BOPPING FROM one Europ ean 
capital to the next, nhaiwifo r 

Gerhard Schroder tried to save 

Germany’s EU presidency 
tirtiza collapse as his grip on 
events in Brussels and Bonn 
was spinning out of control. 

After his initial refusal to 
recognise the resignation of 
the European. Commission as 
a “crisis”, he performed a 
U-turn overnight By the Hm> 
be arrived in Vienna yesterday 
morning he was ready , to pro- 
claim that Jacques Sazttei; 
Commission President, had to 
go. “We must show our ability 
to act fast” Mr Schroder said. 
He did not offer any candi- 
dates for the job, beyond ruling 
out Mr Santee 

“We must show we are able 
to draw from the r esignatio n of 
the Commission conclusions 
in terms of substance and per- 
sonnel,” the Chancellor added. 
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of funds”. 

But Germany is burdened 
with the conflicting tasks of or- 
ganising the EU s ummit in 
Berlin next week, and of fining 
the vacuum in Brussels. As 
Mr Schroder shuffled his pri- 
orities, he was in danger of fail- 
ing cm both fronts. Bonn still 
wants the Commission to sol- 
dier on until after the summit, 
so that all governments can 


Romano Prodi 

The former Italian prime minister is the strongest contender for the Commission’s top job. 
One reason is that his former ally In the Olive Tree coalition, the current Prime Minister, 
Massimo d’AJema. is anxious to see him out of domestic politics. 


Javier Solana 

The former Spanish foreign minister has won praise since taking over as Secretary-General of 
Nato from Willy Claes of Belgium. He is a Socialist, and a southern European, which is one of 
the unofficial requirements of the job. 


concentrate on EU institution- 
al reforms. In Mr SthrOderis ab- 
sence, his cabinet reiterated 
yesterday that Germany want- 
ed to clinch in Berlin an agree- 
ment on farm subsidies. 

With the Commission now 
urging a rapid end to the power 


vacuum, it seems likely Ger- 
many win organise a special 
summit of heath of govern- 
ment in April to decide on the 
succession. Mr Schroder indi- 
cated in Athens yesterday that 
if a new president is appointed 

than, it chrmlri h*> a pe rmanent 


replacement rather than 'a 
caretaker who would stand 
down at the end of the yean 
There are two scenarios. 
One is to appoint a new presi- 
dent in weeks who would steer 
the Commission, made up of 
most of the existing team, until 


December The other is that an 
entire new set of commission- 
ers would be appointed soon 
and reappointed to serve far 
five years from 2000. The choice 
is complicated by the fact that 
MEPs will want to vet all 20 

fl mnmtKgiftn m wnh ws 


/ totri^wimpRwitirin ff thiil 

it is stiO not dear whether 
legally a commissioner who 
resigns can. under the the EU 
treaty be reappointed by his or 
her government 

Romano Prodi, former Ital- 
ian prime minister Is emerging 


as front-runner for the top job. 
He has received signs of en- 
dorsement from London and 
Germany. As a southern Euro- 
pean, he would meet one unof- 
ficial requirement of the job. 

Javier Solana of Spain, sec- 
retary-general of Nato and a so- 


cialist, is also considered a 
strong candidate. 

Mr Schrftder said he would 
be happy if a joint proposal on 
the new president could be 
presented shortly after the 
Bertin summit “We must make 
it dear ... the EU remains ca- 
pable to act, that member- 
states. through compromise, 
succeed in [finalising] the fi- 
nancial architecture that will 
stand firm for the coming 
years,” he said. 

Behind all this lurks uncer- 
tainty. The German sense of ur- 
gency about a breakthrough in 
Berlin is not shared by other 
European governments. And as 
Mr Schrfider is juggling with 
several European balls he is 
being distracted by debilitating 
rows in his own government 

After the the trouble with 
Oskar Lafontaine last week, it 
was the Greens' turn to cause 
problems yesterday. “Red- 
Green as a reform project is 
dead.” said Jurgen ftittin, the 
second- most powerful Green in 
the government 
■ Correction: In an article 
carried in later editions of 77ie 
Independent on Tuesday head- 
lined “Costly Fiascos” we 
mistakenly referred to Essex 
University as being in receipt 
of £40,000 via the European 
Commission's Leonardo da 
Vinci vocational training 
programme. 

The actual recipient was in 
fed Exeter University and not 
the University of Essex. We 
apologise for any confusion this 
has caused. 
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Letter links Chirac to party pay fraud 


A FRENCHjudge has uncovered By John Lichfield 


dies 


Jacques Chirac, who is facing allegations that Paris 
employees worked for his political party Brian Harris 


written evidence which directly 
finks President Jacques Chirac 
with the misap pr opriation of 
public cash to fimd his party fee 
RPR, six years ago. 

The evidence, in the farm of 
a letter signed by Mir Chirac, 
while he was mayor of Paris, 
could lead to aheaied legal and 
constitutional debate. Can a 
French president be formally 
investigated or prosecuted 
while in office? One constitu- 
tional body kas already pro- 
nounced- without being asked 
its opinion - that he cannot 

Embarrassingly for Mr 
Chirac the question may now 
have to be argued in public 


in Paris 


before the country's highest 
appeal court, within the next 
few months. The three-yeardd 
investigationof the existence of 
up to 300 “fictitious employees” 
on the payroll of the Paris town 
hall in the early Nineties has 
been creeping closer to the 
President far more-than a year 
It is alleged that the phantom 

O fficials vwp arfainliy working 

fall- time for the neo-Gaufiist 
RPR, then campaigning to 

Tnakp ite pr esiden t- Mr (Thir ap 
- President of France. 

The latest twist of the saga, 
leaked yesterday to the news- 


paper Liberation, could not 
romp ata mnre damaging time 

fix- the President He is being 
KnkpH l in effect, to fra u ds m o re 
serious and systematic Qian 
those which forced the resig- 
nation of the European Com- 
mission earlier this week. 

The investigating judge, 
Patrick Desmure, is said to 
have assembled considerable 
evidence that the RPR was 
staffed by people paid by the 
taxpayers of Paris. He has 
already started a formal 
investigation of the former 
prime minister, Alain Juppd, 
who was a senior official in both 
the town hall and the RPR at 
the time. Mr Jupp£ feces pos- 


sible charges of embezzlement 
illegal use of public 

There has been previous 
evidence, inducting a scribbled 
note on a Jupp6 letter tenu- 
ously suggesting that Mr 
Chirac - as both mayor and 
head of the RPR - knew what 
was going on. But there has 
been no direct evidence, no 
“smoking gun”. 

Liberation says judge 
Desmure now has a copy of a 
letter signed by Mr Chirac in 
December 1998. la the letter Mr 
Chirac, as mayor; recommends 
the promotion, just before 
retire m ent, of a town hall offi- 
cial, Madeleine Earard, to im- 
prove her pension rights. So fee; 


perfectly above board. How- 
ever; Mr Chirac goes on to say 
that Ms Fhrard earned this 
bonus because of her “exem- 
plary devotion” and “delicate 
duties” working with Jean- 
Claude Pasty nowa Euro MR 
then on the agricultural staff of 
the RPR. Ms Fhrard's brief 
was to “maintain good con- 
tacts with agricultural organi- 
sations” - hardly a priority for 
the City of Paris - but a crucial 
electoral constituency for a 
party with a strong rural base. 

In effect, the letter suggests, 
for the first time in documen- 
tary form, that Mr Chirac was 
weA aware of the staffing of the 
RPR with city “employees” 


The EJysfie Palace refiised to 
comment yesterday. 

According to the newspa- 
per Le Monde yesterday the 
judge Desmure has formally 
sought a ruling from the pub- 
lic prosecutor’s office in Nan- 
terrem the Paris suburbs. If the 
judge is given approval to 
investigate Mr Chirac, the issue 
would probably go before an 
appeal court and then the 
supreme appeal court, the Cour 
de Cassation. 

If the prosecutor and judge 
decide, on constitutional 
grounds, not to investigate the 

Prwsirignt a O MmMPjntmdti 

to lodge an appeal process 
through the same courts. 
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Leading 
Israeli 
guilty of 
fraud 


THE LEADER of Israel's third 
largest party was found guilty 
of corruption and misuse of gov- 
ernment funds yesterday as his 
supporters sobbed and shout- 
ed angrily outside the court 
Aryeh Deri, once the rising 
star of Israeli politics and still 
an important power broker, 
was found guilty of receiving 
$167,000 in bribes and diverting 
funds to favoured institutions 
when he was interior minis ter 
in the late Eighties. Through- 
out his five-year trial he has re- 
mained head of Shas, the 


By Patrick Cockburn 
in Jerusalem 

ultra-Orthodox party backed 
mainly by Jews of Middle East- 
ern and North African origin. 

His supporters immediately 
accused the court of bias 
against the Sephardim (Middle 
Eastern Jews) and said Mr 
Deri would remain head of 
Shas. Benjamin Netanyahu, 
the Prime minister; who needs 
the support of Shas in the elec- 
tion on 17 May, asked for calm 
in the face of threatened street 



Aryeh Deri, leader of the Shas parly, with supporters in Jerusalem yesterday after being convicted of bribe-taking, fraud and breaching the public trust 


demonstrations. Mr Deri is to 
appeal 

The verdict is likely to deep- 
en the chasm between Sephar- 
di and Ashkenazi (European) 
Jews in Israel, with the former 


feeling that they are being un- 
fairly treated by the elite. His 
supporters argued yesterday 

that if Mr Deri haft tnlrpn any 

money it was to benefit those 
who needed it A banner outride 


the court read; “Kicking the' 
Sephardi Ashkenazi style." 

Mr Deri’s meteoric career 
faltered in 1990 when allega- 
tions of corruption surfaced. Up 
to then he was a consummate 


political organiser; combining 
religious fervour and social 
radicalism. He has always been 
supported by Ovadia Ybsef, the 
movement’s charismatic spirit- 
ual leaden He has stood by Mm 
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throughout the trial- Even 
Sephardi who believe Mr Deri 
took money think that he did no 
worse than many Israeli politi- 
cians of European origin who 
have escaped criminal charges. 
Bern Elbaz, a Deri supporter 
standing outside the court, said; 
“Even if they put him in solitary' 
confinement he wifi remain the 
leader of Shas.” 

By portraying their leader as 
a victim of the Ashkenazi es- 
tablishment, Shas hopes to 
gain votes at the polls. In a mes- 
sage Mr Deri asked his sup- 
porters to show restraint on the 
streets but to make clear their 
view of the verdict on election 
day. 

Although Mr Deri could lace 
up to 30 years in prison the ap- 
peal process will be prolonged 
During tills period Mr Deri will 
remain a key player in Israeli 
politics and he is increasingly 
dose to Mr Netanyahu. 

Although Mr Deri is reli- 
gious. be is not a fanatic. He was 
part of the government of 
Yitzhak Rabin, the former 
prime minister, before he was 
forced to resign by the court 


The unrelenting legal pursuit erf 
Mr Deri over so many years has 
fed tiie Sephardi sense that they 

are an underclass whom the 
Ashkenazi elite are determined 
to exclude from power. 

Up to the last minute many 
Shas loyalists expected Mr Deri 
to be found innocent, or guilty 
of lesser charges. In the event 
the court accepted almost all 
the prosecution's case on the il- 
legal funnelling of money to re- 
ligious institutions to which Mr 
Deri was connected. It dis- 
missed Mr Deri's explanation 
of how he received $167,000 for 
his personal use. 

Hundreds of police were 
posted around the court 
yesterday as the verdict was 
announced. Shas denounced 
reports of possible distur- 
bances as an attempt to black- 
en their name. 

The trial was one of the 
longest in Israel's history, gen- 
erating 41.000 pages of tran- 
script The length of the 
proceedings were partly the re- 
sult of the almost endless de- 
laying tactics of Mr Deri and his 
three fellow accused 


India ‘stalling 
inquiry’ into 
Christian deaths 



ALMOST TWO months after an 
Australian missionary Graham 
Staines, and his two young 
sons were burned to death in 
the east Indian state of Orissa, 
the Supreme Court judge ap- 
pointed by the government to 
investigate the atrocity has 
complained the authorities are 
preventing him doing his job. 

Mr Staines, who worked 
among lepers in Orissa for 30 
years, was surrounded in his 
vehicle by a mob, allegedly 
whipped up by a member of Ba- 
jrang Dal, an extreme Hindu 
nationalist fringe organisation, 
on the night of 22 January. He 
and his sons, Philip and Timo- 
thy; fried to escape from the ve- 
hide but were forced inade and 
it was set on fire. 

Three central-government 
ministers were sent to the re- 
mote tribal village, and one of 
them, the Defence Mi nister , 
George Fernandes, promised 
that the commission of inquiry 
to be set up to investigate 
would get to the bottom of the 
crime. The commission was 
set up on 27 January beaded fay 
a supreme court judge, Justice 
Devener Pratap Wadwha. 

But on Monday he and his 
team met the Indian press to 
explain, in the words of one of 
them, “Wfiy, in spite of six 
weeks having passed no sub- 
stantial progress has been 
achieved." The judge asked: “Is 
foe government serious that we 
-should conduct this commis- 


BY PETER POPHAM 
in New Delhi 

sion?" The premises provided 
by the government were three 
rooms that could not be used, 
as they were a dump for old fur- 
niture. Other rooms were mo 
nopolised by the secretariat 
set up to celebrate India's 30th 
anniversary of independence. 
That finished last year but the 
minister in charge - by coinci- 
dence. perhaps, one of the 
three dispatched to Orissa, 
Murli Manohar Jos hi, a hard- 
line Hindu nationalist - decid- 
ed unilaterally that the work of 
the secretariat should continue 
for another couple of years so 
they could celebrate the 50th 
anniversary of India’s becom- 
ing a republic too. 

“Thegovernment has failed 
to provide the necessary infra- 
structure," Mr Justice Wad- 
wha said, adding “Further 
proceedings will only be con- 
ducted after the infrastructure 
is provided.” The commission 
has not been permitted to hire 
a secretary or other staff. One 
police office has been provided 
to assist with foe inquiry al- 
though four were promised. 

The commission counsel, 
Gopal Subramaniam, added: 
“There has been no adequate 
or serious attempt on the part 
of foe government to appreci- 
ate foe keenness, sincerity and 
intensity with which the com- 
mission wished to proceed." 
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in Egypt ‘killed for organs’ 


■"W tions, made by 10 members of 
" r,,i *»;'{ oai f ^ m e nt, is being conducted 
" py Kfrgaa el-Arabi, the coun- 

by’s general prosecutor 


By Peter popham 
in New Delhi 

The organisation, in Mzmt- 
fiyaintbeNDe delta, is accused 
of systematically tolling chfl- 
dren under the age of 13. The 
parliamentarians,’ who are 
from the same region, said 
their suspicions were aroused 
when 25 out of 32 children at the 


home (Bed in the space of three 
months. 

The Ministry of Soda] Affairs 
said a previous investigation 
found the deaths were doe to 
“gross negligence” and there 
was evidence of finan^at and 
administrative irregularities. 

But the MPs. claim the or- 
phans were MBed for profit, 
"with large sums of money in- 



Punks who make a 
favourite uncle’s day 
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Frontline 

RAWALPINDI 




[ COLONEL SHAHID Hamid 
JafErey is a rathe- unlikely 
Poking “Dirty Harry". With 
ly smil i ng, jowfly face, promt- 
nent mole, greyin g hair and 
slight paunch he looks more 
like a favourite node than 
one of Pakistan’s top drug 
j cops. Only his slightly crum- 
- pled, slightly dodgy tweed 
jacket - and the pistol he 
; keeps in a shoulder bolster at 
all times - Hnk him to the 
world of shoot-outs, busts and 
I car chases. 

From his office among the 
; barracks and mess halls of the 
i cantonment area of the 
bustling northern Pakistani 
town of Rawalpindi the 
colonel directs much of Pak- 
' starts Anti-Narcotics Pbrce - 
the elite body tasked with in- 

I terceptmg the thousands of 

^pDSof heroin and wiimahis 
^at come through the cotm- 
! try heading to Africa and the 
r West each year 
i Col JafErey is not a police- 

;• man but a soldier The police 
, turned out to be too corrupt to 
combat the drugs barons so 
the army- well-trained, wefl- 
equipped and well-officered - 
was brought in. Many of the 
soldiers who make up the 
bulk of the Colonel’s unit have, 
like their commander, seen ao- 
tive sendee. They need to 
have done. When the Anti- 
Narcotics Fbrce goes on a 
raid it is a military operation, 
complete with armoured cars 
and heaty machine guns. Last 



Cd JafErey: Demanding 
respect from the drag 
dealers he tracks down 

year; when troops were sent to 
Pakistan’s wild north west 
frontier to destroy opium 
fields and hern fr n r efimng tah- 
oratories they took light ar- 
tillery and tanks. 

Earlier this month, the 
Cokmel raided the village of 
Jatli, a. few miles from 
Itawaipindi in search of 400kg 

of cannabis resin After a hrtef 

skirmish the drugs were 
found. The traffickers got 
away. “I took it as an insult to 
me and my men,” the Colonel 
said. “No one should make fun 
erf my force. When people hear 
we are coming they should 
quake in their boots.” Picking 
up a few score more armed 
men, and some armoured ve- 
hicles and heavy weapons, 


toe Cokmel threw a cordon 
around Jatli and, despite 
heavy resistance, combed the 
village nntil they found their 
mea 

The fruits of his team’s 
labours are stored in a stron- 
groom near toe Colonel's of- 
fice. In it are several dozen 
mdw bill of hashish, about a 
ton in all, picked up on its way 
from Afghanistan. It is worth 
about £4m Nearby are drums 
containing the ehpmirais 
needed to make heroin siezed 
in Karachi 

In another room are toe 
preps of smuggling. One is a 
blonde wig, which a Nigerian 
woman th ought might hide a 
few hundred grams ofheroin. 
There is a hollowed out crick- 
et bat, complete with an 

Imran Khan logo. Tints anil 

bolts with the centres drilled 
through, and ww children’s 
books with pages removed. 

For all his av uncular ap- 
pearance, Colonel Jaffreymay 
yet have the makings of a 
screen hero. He has a passion 
for “the movies”, particularly 
Ben Hut, Anthony and 
Cleppotroand The Ifen Com- 
mandments. Hefikes modem 
films too, such as Heat - are- 
cent Hollywood cops and rob- 
bers production known for 
being very loud with an over 
the top shoot-out “It was a 
great film,” says the Cokmel, 
vrilh a sofid, military nod of ap- 
proval *T learned a lot from ft. 1 ” 
Jason bubke 


votvedand with the knowledge 
and collaboration of certain 
powerful figures". The organs 
of toe children, they say, are on 
sale for up to $30,000 (£19,000). 

The accusations come amid 
political conflict over organ 
transplants. At present such 
operations, with the exception 
of those involving corneas, are 

hanrwri T jagfehtinn i<5 dne tn he 


introduced soon to remove 
most restrictions and oppo- 
nents of the rrform fear it will 
lead to widespread abuse. They 
cite past cases of donors being 
exploited to provide transplants 
in Egypt for weal% Gulf Arabs. 

An official at the Interior 
Ministry in Cairo said: “They 
[the MPs] are saying there is 
corruption and the fcniing s are 


taking place with the knowl- 
edge of important people and 
nothing is being done because 
these children are poor The 
problem is there is not much 
regulation of these welfare or- 
ganisations.” 

There have been reports in 
the past about alleged Mack- 
market (raffing in organs in 
other countries. A recent in- 


vestigation said that 800 chil- 
dren vanished in 12 months in 
Honduras, central America, 
with the suspicion that they had 
been killed for transplants. 

The Chinese have also been 
accused of trading in bocty parts 
of executed prisoners. Last 
year a prominent dissident 
Harry Wu, presented United 
States congressmen with pho- 






The Cirque du Solefl, the Canadian circus team, on the Chinese Poles in Melbourne yesterday 


Reuters 


tographs which he said proved 
prisoners were routinely cut up 
by doctors after being shoL 
In New York last year, the 
Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tion arrested two Chinese na- 
tionals, one a former state 
prosecutor, who were at- 
tempting to arrange a “guar- 
anteed” supply of 50 kidneys a 
year. 


Artists 

protest 

over 

piracy 


BY STEPHEN VINES 
in Hong Kong 

HONGKONG’S cinemas were 
closed for business yesterday 
for the first time since the Sec- 
ond World War as part of a 
protest against software pira- 
cy. The industry in pirated 
films, muse discs and computer 
programs is now believed to be 
higgler than the legal trade. 

The piracy plague is ram- 
pant throughout Asia but elic- 
its most concern in Hoag Kong, 
home to the region's biggest 
film industry and a centre of 
popular music. 

Local artists are losing mil- 
lions in royalty revenue while 
cinema receipts slipped by CO 
per cent last year as a result of 
the competition with pirated 
films. Within days of their re- 
lease in Hollywood pirated ver- 
sions of the latest films are in 
the pirate shops for just over 
one pound. 

While cinemas dosed, radio 
stations had music black outs 
and some of Hong Kong’s most 
famous entertainers, includ- 
ing action film star Jacky Chan, 
took to the streets at the 
head of a 2,000-strong demon- 
stration. 

Breaking with his usual 
practice, Hong Kong’s chief 
executive Tung Chee-hwa 
emerged from his office to re- 
ceive a petition from the 
demonstrators and assure 
them the government is 
serious ffinut cracking down on 
piracy. 
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It’s a demonstration that in 


the face of the unimaginable 


humour itself can be courage 


Alexander Waiter -The Evening StamJard 
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HORROR? 


The Holocaust 
movie that dares 
to be funny. 

The Dafly TWegraph 





comedy that 



love or loath 


The Daily Mafl 


Benigni’s film of extraordinary 
power and sensitivity 


Jerusalem Ret 


POWERFUL AND MOVING AND WILL 
LONG LINGER IN THE MEMORY 


Chief Rabbi Jonathan Sacks - London Jewish News 
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Shield dinches Norwegian deal 

SHIELD DIAGNOSTICS, the Scottish drug development 
group, yesterday finally clinched its troubled £286m 
merger with its Norwegian rival Axis. The UK company, 
which specialises in heart-disease tests, was forced to 
reduce its stake in the combined group after a revolt by 
two Axis investors. Under the new terzns, the all-paper 
merger will leave Shield shareholders with 45.6 per cent of 
the enlarged entity, with investors in Axis retaining 544 
per cent The previous plan proposed a 62/38 per cent split 
in Shield’s favour. The Dundee-based company also 
announced a £12m rights issue to pay for some merger 
related costs. 

Bid battle for Wace hots up 

THE BID battle for Wace, 
the graphics group led by 
chief executive Derek 
Ashley (pictured), hotted 
op last night, with Applied 
Graphics Technology . 
insisting it was still in the 
game after the rival US 
graphics group Schawk 
secured the agreement of 
Vfece’s board to a higher 
£6&3m cash bid for the 
company yesterday. Schawk 
had agreed to raise its 
original cash and paper offer by 14 per cent after AGT 
waded in to the battle with a £57m cash bid last week, 
gatecrashing the deal agreed with Wace in January. 
Ware's advisers, Lehman Brothers, said the new 
Schawk offer was worth 11 per cent more than last 
week's AGT bid. AGT is considering raising its offer: 

Regent Inns merger cm course 

REGENT INNS expects to complete its £270m merger with 
the rival pub group SFI within “the next few weeks,” the 
company says. Delays in completing due diligence have 
put the timetable back slightly but talks between the two 
parties are said to be progressing welL The merger is 
expected to be a “no premium” deal with Regent 
shareholders likely to hold about 60 per cent of the shares 
in the enlarged group. 
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Commerzbank seeks stake in Fleming 


GERMANY’S Commerzbank, 
has let it be known in the City 
that it is ready to offer up to £34 
a share for a majority stake in 
Robert Fleming, a price that 
would value the firm, one of the 
few remaining independent 
British investment banks, at 
more than £4bn. 

The offer could be struc- 
tured to allow the manage- 
ment, under the chairman 
John Manser and members of 
the Fleming family, to remain 
as shareholders. 

It would, however, reopen 


BY Andrew Garfield 
F inancial Editor 

the rift between those within 
the Fleming family who support 
the board’s determmatkn to re- 
main independent at all costs 
and others who would like to 
sell provided they can get the 
right price. 

Officially Commerzbank, 
which is capitalised at around 
flObn, has refused to comment 
on its interest in Fleming. %t 
banking sources in Frankfort 
say that the bank has been 


using the model of Jupiter its 
UK fond management busi- 
ness which is 35 per cent owned 
by the management “We are 
not all big bad Germans," one 
banker said. 

Fleming said the bank was 
not in takeover talks. 

The Fleming family remain 
the biggest shareholders with 
some 30 per cent, which is held 
through a variety of trusts. 
However; the family are not 
united in backing the board, 
even though a number of Flem- 
ings retam senior management 
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The famous Defender is among the car models BMW plans to build in Kaliningrad 

Land Rovers to be built in Russia 


BMW IS to start building Land 
Rovers in Russia from this 
summer under a plan unveiled 
yesterday for a 10-fold increase 
in sales of the famous four- 
wheel-drive vehicle into the 
Russian market, writes 
Michael Harrison. 

The German car group is 
investing DMl25m (£43m) in 
TifOTpmriiirtifin farflitias and an 

expansion of its dealer net- 
work in Russia. 

The new plant, to be run in 


collaboration with the local 
company Avtotoc, will assemble 
the Land Rover Defender and 
the BMW 5 series from knock- 
down kits supplied from Britain 
and Germany. 

Production is planned to rise 
to 10,000 a year in the medium 
term, of which 1,000 to 2,000 will 
be Land Rovers. At present 
Land Rover sales in Russa run 
at just 100 a yean 

The Russian new car market 
is forecast to grow by 50 per 


Sky and United fall 
on fears of blocked bid 


THE OUTCOME of British Sky 
Broadcasting’s £623m takeover 
bid for Manchester United was 
cast into doubt yesterday after 
a press report suggested that 
the Monopolies and Mergers 
Commission had recommend- 
ed the deal be blocked 

Shares In BSkyB and Man- 
chester United fell sharply on 
the report, which said the MMC 
had ruled that the deal was 
against the public interest 

The MMC’s report was 
passed to the Department of 
Tkade and Industry on Friday. 
Stephen Byers, Trade and In- 
dustry Secretary is expected to 
rule on the deal within the next 
few weeks. 

Rival media groups and 
associations of Manchester 
United fans have argued that 
the combination of Britain’s 
dominant sports broadcaster 
and leading football dub was 
anti-competitive and should be 

blocked 

The news emerged as Man- 
chester United prepared for the 
second leg of their crucial Eu- 
ropean Champions’ League 
quarter-final against Inter 


By peter thal Larsen 

Milan last night spokesmen for 
the dub and BSkyB refused to 
comment on the report which 
they claimed was ‘'specula- 
tion'’. A spokesman for the 
Prime Minister said he doubt- 
ed DTI officials were respon- 
sible for it “I don’t believe the 
story," be said 
The report, citing sources 
dose to the Department of 
Trade and Industry, said the 
MMC had concluded that un- 
dertakings offered fay BSkyB 
and Manchester United de- 
signed to address competition 
concerns were unworkable. 

News of the leak sparked a 
feverish bunt to find the source. 
It is believed that apart from Mr 
Byers only four officials at the 
DTI have actually seen the 
report However; a copy is un- 
derstood to have been sent to 
the Office of Fbir Trading, lead- 
ing some observers to suggest 
that the leak may have em- 
anated from sources within the 
competition watchdog 

Objections to the takeover 
have centred on the possibili- 


ty that Manchester United 
might be able to pass informa- 
tion on rival bids for Premier 
League television rights to 
BSkyB. The two companies 
have tried to ease these fears 
fay offering undertakings about 
their behaviour in future rights 
auctions. However; responsi- 
bility for policing these under- , 
takings would fell to the OFT 

A spokesman for the Man- ; 
Chester United Independent 
Supporters’ Association said j 
the group, which has lobbied vo- 
ciferously against the takeover; 
was encouraged by the news. 
He added: “Vfe believe Stephen 
Byers must make an early de- 
cision and put an end to this 
speculation, which doesn't do 
Manchester United or football 
any good.” 

Speculation about the out- 
come of the bid has been rife 
since the MMC completed its 
report last week. People close 
to BSkyB and Manchester 
United have already expressed 
their surprise at the hostility of 
the questions they had been 
asked by the MMC. 

Outlook, page 21 


positions within the firm. 

The sources say that Com- 
merzbank, which tried and 
Med five years ago to acquire 
Smith New Court, the stock- 
broker, is keen not to overpay. 
The jury is stfll out within the 
City over where the sums spent 
by Fleming over the last 18 
mnnthfi building up its own 
global equities business from 
scratch will pay oft 

Minority shareholders in 
Fleming, who have been agi- 
tating for the bank to sell out, 
say that the price being talked 


about over the last fortnight is 

significantly higher than the fi» 
a share being suggested when 
C om merzbank was first ru- 
moured to be showing an in- 
terest late lastyear. 

However, they add that some 

senior Fleming executives hare 
been saving over the last few 
days that the asset manage- 
ment side of the business and 
Fleming’s Save & Prosper re- 
tail brand have acquired a 
greater rarity value following 
the £1.9bn takeover of M&G by 
the Prudential. The executives 


think iht‘ fin” should hold out 
for £30 a share, which would 
value the group 3t ElflHL « 
The position of the Hongr, 
Kongiasvd Keswick fomifrako 
remains uncertain. Fbfiowing 
the deal last December to un- 
ravel the Jardine flemingjoint 
venture, the family holds IT per 
cent. Bankers say the deal was 
seen at the time as bolstering 
the position of those opposed to 
the sale. Howevec even CM a 
share would represent a pre- 
mium of around 60 per cent to 
the price they paid 


Jobless rise 
points to 
rate cut soon 


cent over the next three years 
from l million to 15 million by 
2002, and BMW said the outlook 
for the 4x4 market was ■'ex- 
tremely promising”. 

The new plant will be locat- 
ed in Kaliningrad, a city which 
qualifies for special excise duty 
exemptions under Russian law. 
The expansion will create 1,300 
jobs, of which LOOO will be in the 
enlarged dealer network that 
wifl sell the Rover range along- 
side BMW’s. 


HOPES THAT interest rates will 
fall a gain this spring were 
boosted yesterday by figures 
suggesting that unemployment 
is starting to creep up. Both the 
claimant and survey measures 
of joblessness rose, while the 
pace of average earnings 
growth slowed. 

The minutes of the Monetary 
Bulky Committee meeting ear- 
lier this month, also released 
yesterday indicated that it was 
a question of when, not if, it 
should cut rates again. The 
majority view was that “al- 
though toe direction of interest 
rates was still more likely than 
not to be down, there was no 
urgency this month”. 

The evidence from the jobs 
market was mixed, despite the 
small rise in unemployment On 
the one hand the claimant 
count rose by 4^00 to 1.311.000 
in February, mid the survey 
measure ofjoblessness rose by 
37,000 in November to January. 

On the other HanH, employ- 
ment climbed by 1I9.00Q in 
those three months to reach 
27,319,000, a new record. The 
number of people of working 
age who were “inactive”, or out 
of the workforce fell by 100,000. 

Most of the new jobs created 
in toe latest quarter were part- 
time and in the service 
industries. More than 80 per 
cent of those taking part-time 
work did not want fun-time jobs. 

Manufacturing pmplrcympnt 

fell substantially, however it 
dropped by 109,000 to just over 
four million in the three months 
to January. 

Nor were there any signs of 
wage pressure. The recently 
relaunched average earnings 
index grew by 43 per cent in toe 
year to Decembec compared to 


by Diane Coyle 
Economics Editor 

4.5 per cent the previous 
month. 

Andrew South, the employ- 
ment minister; said the figures 
showed an improvement in the 
jobs market. Higher levels of 
economic activity were 
accompanied by a “welcome 
moderation” in earnings 
growth. 

But John Monks, TUC gen- 
eral secretary said there was 
a very difficult time ahead, es- 
pecially for manufacturing. 

“With wage growth moder- 
ating and no sign of inflationary 
pressures in the economy, the 
Bank of England must cut 
interest rates when it meets 
next month,” he said. 

The minutes showed that 
eight of toe nine MFC members 
had voted to leave rates at 5.5 


THE EUROPEAN Central Bank 
sent a signal mite latest month- 
ly bulletin that it will not reduce 
Euroland interest rates today, 
writes Diane Coyle. . 

Although the bank conceded 
that growth had slowed, it said 
the euro remained weak, 
money and credit growth was 
buoyant and recent wage set- 
tlement pointed to rising costs. 
“Taken together, all these fac- 
tors argue in favour of an un- 
changed monetary stance.” 

In a move hinting that the 
dash between bankers and 
politicians did not end with toe 


resignation of Oskar Lafbntaine 
as Germany’s finance minister, 
it also criticised member gov- 
ernments. Budget deficits were 
too high, leaving no margin for 
them to expand further in an 
economic slowdown. High debt 
levels had pushed long-term 
interest rates higher, it said. 

Worse, high tax burdens 
were “causing substantial dis- 
incentives to economic activi- 
ty;" the report said. “Priority 
needs to be given to removing 
the structural impediments to 
a higher level of economic ac- 
tivity in the euro area.” 


Ousted Amoco executive 
to receive $6m payoff 


A TOP executive of Amoco who 
is being forced out of toe com- 
pany following the merger with 
BP is to receive a payoff 
totalling nearly $6 Ql 

The payment to Bill Lowrie, 
who is quitting as deputy chief 
executive, is equivalent to three 
years' salary plus his entitle- 
ments under long-term incen- 
tive schemes. 

Mr Lowrie, the biggest 
casualty so for in toe merger; 
was paid just over Sim last year; 
and BPAmoco’s 1998 annual re- 
port shows that he also holds 
share options worth £l6.6m. 

The annual report also re- 
veals that four tenner non-ex- 
ecutive directors of Amoco are 


By Michael Harrison 
Business Editor 

sharing in special payments of 
nearty $900,000 rin recognition of 
service to (he Amoco board”. In 
two cases, the payments are 
each worth $304,000, dot includ- 
ing their annual directors’ fees. 

Larry Fuller of Amoco, who 
retires as co-chairman of toe 
combined group in March next 
yean has share options cur- 
rently showing a profit of£36m. 

Last year he received a salary 
of $L67m and also netted a prof- 
it of n.im through the sale of 
share options. 

Sir John Browne, BPAmoco’s 
chief executive, earned a total 


package of $2.85m, made up of 
$L5m in salary and bonuses and 
a 51.33m award under the 
group's long-term performance 
plan. Fbr the current year, bis 
potential long-terra bonus is 
worth 51.137m. 

The total value of shares 
that maybe awarded to senior 
BPAmoco executives this year 
under the long-term scheme is 
548m. 

Senior executives are also in 
line to reeeive annual perfor- 
mance bonuses this year worth 
70 per cent of their base salaries. 
Last year, when BPAmoeo's fi- 
nancial performance was hit 
fay toe slide in oQ prices, the an- 
nual bonus was % per rent 




per cent. The ninth. Willem 
Buiter. voted for a cut of 0.4 per- 
centage points -a degree of pre- 
cision that bemused analysts. 

“The minutes make it dear 
that the decision to make no 
change in March was about tim- 
ing and tactics rather than 
strategy" said Michael Saun- 
ders, an economist at Saltation 
Smith Barney. 

The financial markets have 
pencilled in another two quar- 
ter-point reductions in interest 
rates this yean Most forecasts 
predict that unemployment will 
rise further as growth stalls in 
the first half of 1999. 

"If the economy turns by 
mid-year; we might see 250.0 00 
more jobs lost" said Neil Park- 
er at Royal Bank of Scotiand.'* It 
is no comfort for those quarter 
of a million, but there would be 
that maqy new jobs gained 
over the fallowing year." 
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Trends support no 
change, says ECB 


Fina 


LONDON 

BLUE CHIPS fell for the fourth 
successive session, Fbotsie losing 
61.3 points to 6,140.6; it was at one 
point off 92.2. Supporting shares 
also gave ground. The market was 
ruffled by fears that tomorrow’s 
futures and options expiry, toe last 
in toe taxyeaq could be tense. 

New York’s failure to capitalise 
on toe Dow hitting 10,000 was also 
a factor US buying was thought to 
be behind a 23 Jp gain to 572p by 
ICl; Tomkins, up 9p to 223£p, was 
helped by broker comments. 

Derek Pain, page 25 


EHEW YORK 

WALL STREET extended its re- 
treat from Tuesday’s intra-day 
busting of the psychologically 
important 10,000 barrier. The 
Dow came off in morning trad- 
ing, foiling 0.6 per cent to 9,877 
fry L30pm New York time. Nas- 
daq was also weak. 

Financial stocks fell in spite of 
research from Lehman brothers 
predicting an improvement in 
earnings in 1999. They were fol- 
lowed by technology stocks 
which slipped slightly k early 
trade. News Analysis, page 23 


Around the World’s Markets 

I |~Q~| TOKYO I £9 FRAN 



STOCKS hit another record high in 
the wake of Wall Street’s record 
surge overnight The Nikkei 225 av- 
erage closed up 195.29 points, or 
122 per cent at 16268 Jl, its high- 
est level since 31 July. 

Traders said bargain-h unting 
and an influx of foreign money al- 
lowed the market to digest a bout 
of profit-taking. 

Fbreign investors continued to 
raise their weighting in Japanese 
stocks, regarded as good value 
compared with shares in .Europe 
and toe US. 


pCq FRANKFURT 

SHAKES. IN Frankfurt closed 
slightly lower after a volatile day 
ahead of the expu*y of share and 
index options on Friday The 
Xetra DAX ended down 0.56 per 
cent at 5,062.59. 

Lufthansa was the most trad- 
ed stock, gaining 5.37 per cent 
The group has been named in 
Thailand as one of the three 
most likely bidders for a stake in 
the country’s airline. 

BMW gained 2.74 per cent 
ahead of its profit and dividend 
figures for 1998. 


^3 MADRID 


excitement over European 
banking mergers petered out, and 
the blue-chip ibex-35 index ended 
the day down 0.9S per cent, or 918 
points, at 10419.1. 

Traders took profits after two 
banks. Argentaria and BBY 
squashed the rumours by saying 
they were not in talks to 'merge. Ar- 
gentaria lost 2.09 per cent to 22.97 
euros, while BBC fell 2.08 per cent 
to 1443 euros. The market has 
been expecting further activity 
since Banco Santander merged 
with BCH in Januaiy. 
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The battle for Europe is not over yet 
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NOW THAT Oskar Lafoataine has 
stamped off the political stage in a 
huff, peace between European 
politicians and bankers can at last 
be restored Or so, at feast, went the 
theory at the end of last week. Hie 
latest mcnthtybuHetin from the Eu- 
ropean Central Bank suggests that 

hopes ofa ceasefire are prematura 

Hie report makes it as plain as 
can be that the ECB is not going to 
cut interest rates to stimulate Eu- 
roland until member governments 
make a start on structural reform 
and reductions in their budget 
deficits. Lower borrowing costs 
would onj|y create inflation, ac- 
cording to the ECS analysis. 

While this secans, frankly bizarre 
when the inflation rate is just 0.8 per 
cent, the bankers are right on one 
point at least There is no pcnnt hy- 
ing to boost employment with rate 
cuts unles s governments also 
tackle the prohibitive costs and 
tangle of red tape that have hate*? 
job creation in Germany and, to a 
lesser extent, France. 

The contrast with the UK is in- 
structive. Yesterday's figures show 
a jobs market where more people 
want to work, more jobs are befog 
created for them, yet wage pres- 
sures are easing. The increase in 



Outlook 

unemployment last month reflect- 
ed the fact that more people are de- 
ciding to seek work, rather than 
bang indicative of a genuine rise. 
Britain is seeing the payoff from 
labour flexibility 

The result is that the Bank of 
England's monetary policy com- 
mittee is able able to push interest 
rates lows: It will take another glob- 
al crisis to push the British econo- 
my into a severe recession now, as 
opposed to a nnld one. If we are 
lucky, it will just be a temporary 
slo w dow n , with any increase in job- 
lessness in 1999 reversed m 2000. 

The ECB is not in the same 
happy position. If fheeuro holds on 
to its post-Oskar gains, interest 


rates on the Continent might yet 
edge lower. Despite the mixed sig- 
nals - falling GDP in Germany 
and Italy on the one band, higher 
pay settlements, upbeat consumer 
confidence and a booming periph- 
ery on the other - there is no real 
inflatio n danger Itai(-]rnppr mfr»r pst 
rates alone will not create jobs. In 

fat, flyy ! hanlnif R an* ri ght to 

pass the buck over to the politicians. 

Kingfisher 

TTms a! change ^.Sngfisber^ final 
results pres e nt a tnm yesterday as the 
caKnparysoughttonnderimeitspo- 
ation asa true pan-European rotate 
Ebrgetting that bis is a largely British 
company whose shares are almost 
exclusively held in I ondtm, Sir Geoff 
Mulcaby dose to go to ftris instead 
to brief the French faumrfai com- 
munity on his profits. Ibis led to a 
technological extravaganza of epic 
proportions, complete with video 

Knits , ghrrultanA miR t ransbrfi/w and 

150 special headsete for &e analysts 
back in the City 

Sir Geoff, who can apparently 
speak quite passable Rem*, went 
»n shy and could only manage 
“bonjour” before launching straight 


into English. Then the t ranslator 
bad to be replaced half way through 
after “having a tut of trouble with 
some of the financials.* 1 Depreda- 
tion? Qu'est-ce que c’est? Goodwill 
and intangible assets? Och la la. 

Still the underlying message 
was dean Kingfisher has nailed its 
colours to the mast as a European 
force and is some way ahead of 
most of its UK rivals in this regard. 
Mare than 40 per cent of its sales 
are now outside Britain. And with 
Darty electricals of France and 
now Castorama DIY also part of the 
stable, Kingfisher is a continental 
force. When you add the Wegert 
electricals businesses in Germany, 
BUT electricals and furniture in 
France, and the Nomi DDT opera- 
tion in Poland, it looks even mare 
impressive. 

T he thinking hghinri tins stin tg* - 
gy spans fair enou gh. With lnww fo- 

flatioD and the euro affecting pricing 
power, the buying muscle that 

entries from scale may he alt IT Kmg - 

fisher can successfully integrate 
Castorama and B&Q, it wifi also be 
able to establish a low-cost barrier 
to entry and protect its European 
market from American invaders. 

So far this has worked in DIY in 
B ritain, where the launch of the 


B&Q Warehouse format has held 
the US Home Depot invasion at bay 
So perhaps Sir Geoff's new idea - 
an expanded Woodworths called 
Big W- is really a protection poli- 
cy against the tong-rumoured UK 
debut of another US giant, the 
mighty Wal-Mart it is, you might 
say, a case of Do it \burself before 
it is done unto you. 

Rip-off cars 

JOHN BRIDGEMAN'S announce- 
ment that he is packing the thorny 
issue of car prices off to the Mo- 
nopolies and Mergers Commission 
is full afGttle gems, like the fact that 
tiie referral will cover aD motor cars 
“having three or more road 
wheels”. It is bad eno ugh owning a 
Reliant Robin in the first place, but 
to discover that you were ripped off 
as well is too much to bear 
This is the second time within a 
decade that the new earmarks, has 
found itself beading in the direction 
of the MMC at the behest of the 
Office of Fair Trading. It is easy to 
see why. According to the car in- 
dustry, the selective and exclusive 
System oE distribution it operates is 
in tiie consumer’s interest because 


it keeps standards up and unsafe 
cars off the road. 

Unfortunately it also keeps 
prices up. The system, which is seif- 
evidentty anti-competitive, is only 
supposed to enjoy its current block 
exemption under EU rules provid- 
ed prices do not vary by more than 
18 per cent The last price com- 
parison from the EU, showing a 
whopping 58 per cent discrepancy 
between the cost of a Fbrd Mondeo 
in Britain and Spain, is powerful ev- 
idence of the coach and horses man- 
ufacturers have been driving 
through the roles all these years. 

Mr Bridgeman has unearthed 
more. He reckons (hat the use of rec- 
ommended resale prices also pre- 
vents consumers getting a good 
deal as does the refusal of manu- 
facturers to give volume discounts 
to dealers. Another favourite wheeze 
is to penalise dealers who sell cars 
outside their allotted territories by 
reducing their bonus payments. 

But while the charge sheet is 
long and familiar, the remedy has 
proved more elusive. The manu- 
facturers have shown themselves 
adept at swerving past any road- 
blocks the competition authorities 
erect The best that can be hoped 
of this latest inquiry is that it pre- 


vents the block exemption from 
being renewed in Brussels when it 
comes up for review next year. 

Fever pitch 

JUST SIX days after the DTI took 
delivery of the Monopolies and 
Mergers Commission report on 
BSkyB's bid far Manchester United, 
speculation on wfaatfs in it is already 
at fever pitch. Another newspaper 
had it yesterday that tiie MMC 
had ruled the bid to be against the 
public interest, and that further- 
more, there were no remedies Sky 
could offer that would address 
these concerns. We’ll see. 

What is probably true, however; 
is that this is the Office of fbir Trad- 
ing’s view. The independent regu- 
lators, from the ITC to the OFX 
seem united in believing this a 
very anti-competitive deal Given 
that it is the OFT and its director- 
general, John Bridgeman, that 
would be charged with negotiating 

any suggested remedies, this could 
pose a severe problem far Sky and 
its advisers. Even so, the market 
would be siQy to think we are any 
nearer knowing the outcome of 
this saga than we were last week. 
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Union 
laws ‘could 
lead to 
infighting’ 


By Barrie Clement 
L abour Editor 

NEW EMPLOYMENT laws could 
provoke "damaging confronta- 
tions” at the workplace between 
seme of Britain’s ramus, warned 
John Monks, TUC leaden 
Mr Monks urged iminns to 
rnidPTfukp majo r reorganisation 
to get the best out of impending 
labour laws and meet tiie chal- 
lenges of the century 

He warned a meeting of the 
TUC executive thatpropo^ leg- 
islation on union recognition 
could result in vicious infightings 
from which unscrupulous busi- 
nesses could benefit IBs report 
to union general secretaries said 
that unless workable procedures 
were introduced, “the standing 
of tiie trade »ninn movement 
would be damaged and even 
the credfaOify of the legislation 
could be {dared in jeopardy”. 

Mr Monks’ plea emerges 
after signs that employers were 
trying to pre-empt the law by 
choosing unions they favoured 
rather than waitfog for employ- 
ees to opt for an o rganis ation. 
The most recent example, re- 
vealed in The Independent, 
emerged at the TOsstem Mail 
And Echo newspaper part of 
Trinity Group, where manage- 
ment registered its enthusiasm 
to select a umaarxjtDOnnally as- 
sociated with the print fodukry 
The Amalgamated Engi- 
neering and Electrical Union 
was invited to tender for a art- 
gteimian agreement covering all 
the title's employees, whereas in 
thepasttheunkmhasonlyrep- 
resoiteda relatively small num- 
ber of maintenance staff 



John Garrett, former managing director of Rank Leisure, has been appointed 
chairman of the leisure company R&terfall, one of the UK’s leading operators of 
pool and snooker venues and nightclubs Graham Trott 


rico 

6m 




execute 

payoff 


Financial giants fail on 2000 bug 


CITY REXjULATORS warned yes- 
terday that 12 of tiie most im- 
portant financial oompanies in 






running into trouble because of 
foe year 2000 computer bug. 
The firms could potentially be 
forced to dose down. 

The Financial Services Au- 
thority said the great majority ctf 
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BY ANDREW VERITY 

to beat the “Y2K" problem. Of 
160 “high-impact groups” - 
those with a big customer base 
or a crucial rote in the fin an ci a l 
system - 148 were on track or 
likely to be cm track fay the aid 
of the year: 

But 12 of the companies - 
8 per cent of tbe total- presented 
a “serious risk” and were 
marked “red” under the FSA’s 
traffic fight grating system for 
VZKcompliemce. A farther 86 big 
Anns were behind schedule but 
likely to get on track. 

Speaking at an FSArtagan- 
ised conference, Michael Foot, 
head of banking supervision at 
the FSA, fid not name the firms 
or their business^ But he said 

they were afiforeagn-owned and 
were either insurance compa- 



FSA’s Fbofc 12 companies 
present a ‘serious risk* 

nies, banks or investment hous- 
es. Most were household names. 

MrFoothdd outthepro^ect 
of withdrawing authorisation 
from the firms concerned, ef- 
fectively forcing them to dose 
down or sell out to a rival. 


-‘We could, for example, say to 
a firm; Tfe are going to have to 
take your authorisation away’ 
That could happen if the costs 
are so great that the customers’ 
interest would be better served 
by the firm being stmt down.” 
So for the conditions that 
would cause the FSA to shut a 
firm down fid not obtain, he said. 
Moderate solutions - such as 
shutting down a particular fine 
of business - were more Hkeht 
Mr fbot said the firms placed 
on “red" were unlikely to agree 
with its judgement “It’s & sort 
of TtH be ail right cm the night’ 
attitude,” he said. The firms 
will be challenged to prove the 
FSA wrong or find a convincing 
way around the problem. 

Bankas said they were mak- 
ing shortlists of banks they 
knew would be safe to deal with. 
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Kingfisher to trial large 
super-Woolworths store 


KINGFISHER, the TOotworths- 
to-B&Q retail group, yester- 
day played down concerns that 

Wal-Mart the US retail giant, 
mi ght invade the UK mar ket 
while unveiling plans for a 
large-scale store format of its 
own. 

Kingfisher plans to open a 
trial large-scale Wbolworths 
store in Edinburgh in June. 
Called Big ^ it will include 
homewares, entertainment 
products and children’s cloth- 
ing as well as extra lines taken 
from Other Kingfish er for mats, 
such as electricals and he al t h 
and beauty products. 

Dsacocks,tbe(tiscountdotb- 
ixgxetafleKwfflpraridearaage 
of adult fashions. Burger King 
wffl run a fest food outlet at the 
store. 


By Nigel cope 
A ssociate City Editor 

A further two or three Big 
Ws are planned, although the 
conmagy said it would monitor 
progress before pressing ahead 
with farther expansion. 

The Kingfisher chief execu- 
tive, Sir Geoff Mulcaby, denied 
he was trying to create a Wal- 
Mart format in the UK, point- 
ing ofo that Big Wwould not sell 
supermarket groceries. 

“Wal-Mart is just one of a 

numb er of compani es we look 
at around the world as a way of 
monitoring best practice,” he 
said. 

The comments came as 

Kingfish er arm flimneri a 159pw 

cent rise in underlying profits 
to £830m in the year to January. 


Sir Geoff said 199 8 had been 
a landmark year for the group, 
capped by the merger of its 
B&Q do-it-yourself chain with 
Castorama of France in De- 
cember. Kingfisher said the 
deal signalled that it was now 
a European retail group, with 
40 per cent of its sales outside 
the UK TWo of its divisions - 
electricals and DIY - are now 
headquartered in France, Sr 
Geoff added. • 

Kingfish er also announced 
plans to open 100 new stores 
this year; creating 4,800 new 
jobs. This includes the group’s 
first store in C hina, which will 
be a B&Q in Shanghai fbur 
brandies of B&Q have been 
opened in Taiwan. 

Sir Geoff played down spec- 
ulation that the company was 


looking out for a deal in Ger- 
many, saying it was concen- 
trating on developing the 
businesses it had and on inte- 
grating Castorama. However, 
analysts still feel the group 
would like an electrical busi- 
ness in Germaqy to add to its 
Wegert chain. 

The fall-year group figures 
only included a cate-month con- 
tribution from Castorama. B&Q 
was the best performer with 
profits up by 16 per cent and 
tike-fbr-tike sales up by over 5 
percent However; Comet bad 
a tougher time with profits fiat 
and like-fbr-tike sales margin- 
ally lower Same-store sales 
across the company were up by 
45 percent 

The shares closed I7p lower 
at793p. 
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BRITISH ANTIQUES DEALERS' 
ASSOCIATION FAIR Duke of 
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A NEWSPAPER lor that special 
data, 1943 - 1999 , mogttttaml- 
abto. IdMl birthday gHl Rvnem- 
frw When. W D 1 W- 7 S 3 S 3 S 3 . Or 
CALL FREE WOO 580 000 . ' 
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TRAVEL 

NEW YORK Z125 

FLORIDA £149 

CALIFORNIA E195 

ATLANTA E149 

BOSTON 9125 
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HOUSTON £169 

NEW ORLEANS £199 

PHOENIX £199 

SEATTLE £199 
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Fast licensed house in Wales - 1573 


The Groes Inn bas kept tbe spirit of hospitably alive for more 
four centuries. Its character is timeless, only its facilities 
have been carefully and sensitively updated to 
provide exceptional standards of service. 


An historic Inn, first class restaurant, countiy hideway hotel. 
The Groes, is all of these and more. 

♦ 

AH the fourteen en suite bedrooms are luxuriously equipped, 
each one with stunning views over the Snowdonia mountains 
and River Conwy. 


SPECIAL BREAKS OFTEN AVAILABLE 
For a brochure and tariff:- 

The Groes Inn 

TVn-y-Groes, Nn Conwy, North Wales LL32 8TN 
Telephone: 01492 650545 Fax: 01492 650855 
wwwLbtmtemetcom/ — thegroesinn 
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Charities 


SOCIETY FOR THE ASSISTANCE OF 
LADIES IN REDUCED CIRCUMSTANCES 

Founded by the late Miss Edith Smallwood 

Charity Registration No. 205798 

★ The Society assists, by charitable grants, ladies of British 
Nationality living alone on low incomes and domiciled in the 
British Isles. 

1 c We welcome enquiries from those who may need our help or from 
those wishing to support the Society. 

A Preliminary Application Form and further information may be 
obtained from:- 

The Secretary SJLJJiiLC. (I), 

Lancaster House, 25 Hornyold Road, 

Malvern, Worcestershire WRI4 1QQ 
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l :.\ ' : r' h News Analysis: The Dow may have hit 10,000 but market-watchers can’t agree about where it’s going next I In BRIEF 
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The bulls have their day but the 
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bubble worries won’t go away 
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IT SHOULD not be important, 
this Dow 10,000 business. What 
does it mean that on Tuesday 
the industrials index expanded 
from a lour to five dtgit-ournbej* 
if only for something less than 
a minute? Nothing reaDy. Think 
of it as a signpost on a high 
Al p ine pass. Just in case you 
are curious, you are now at an 
elevation of 10,000 feet above 
sea level Drive on and enjoy the 
view. 

But there are plenty of trav- 
ellers who are feeling nervous. 
A few 'with vertigo are surren- 
dering to the urge to look over 
the edge at the valley fer below. 
Others are turning to their pas- 
sengers and spying: “Oh, that 
jgpeans that we have readied 
Ime top.” 

Now its the brakes that will 
start getting hot The drive up 
the mountain has, after all, 
been awfully fast. Remember 
when Alan Greenspan, the Fed- 
eral Reserve chairman, won- 
dered out loud about investors 
suffering from ‘irrational exu- 
berance"? Well, guess what, 
when he said that, in December 

1996. the Dow was s tanding at 

a mere 6,400. Exuberance? Mr 
Greenspan barely knew the 
meaning of the word. 

Call it superstition, but in- 
vestors have reasons to be 
Spooked by 10,000. The evKit, as 
brief as it was, has sparked a 
fresh crescendo of debate 
among professional market- 
fcwatchers in New York And 
1 there is no consensus about 
anything. Does 10,000 matter? 
What happens next? Is the 
Dow index, made up only 30 
blue-chip companies, relevant 
anymore? IftheDow-falls, does 
the economy stump with it? 

Fbr the bulls, whose most 
famous cheerleader is Abby 
Joseph Cohen, chief US mar- 
kets strategist at Goldman 
Sachs, the puncturing of the 
10,000 barrier is sweet vindi- 
cation. Ms Cohen and the few 
among her peers who have 
stuck with heq even through the 
nerve- jangling weeks of last 
August and September; when 
the Dow drifted all the Way 
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Barton Biggs: "Stocks a re increcSjiy ax- Abby Joseph Cohen: "Buff markets and 

pensive ... the hyperactive US economy is when fundamentals erode. We don't have 



not a perpetual motion machine* 


that problem right now.” 


Warren Buffett Continues his search 
for large equity investments but says 
he "sees nothing on the horizon" 


Alan Greenspan: Wondered out loud 
about "irrational exuberance” - when the 
Dow was standing at a mere 6,400 


down to 7,500, continue to be 
dear that future looks bright 
“The bull market is not ovec 
Bull markets end when funda- 
mentals erode ... but we don't 
have that problem right now” 
Ms Cohen remarked. In other 
words, she remains enamoured 
of her now famous image of the 
supertanker US economy. 
There win be times of ehoppi- 
ness and the occasional pass- 
ing storm, but the economic 
expansion that is now altering 
its ninth year in the US still has 
steam left in it 

“When the market fell no- 
tably m August and September 
many inv es t o rs inferred from 
that that the economy was in 
big trouble," she said. “We 
thought those worries were 
not well founded.” Ms Cohen as- 
tonished many when last Sep- 
tember she advised her clients 
to raise the proportion of stocks 
in their investment portfolios 
from 65 per cent to 72 per cent 
Ms Cohen previously saw the 
Dow stopping short of 10,000 by 
the year’s end She is due to re- 
rise her forecasts some time 
tins month. Others are ahead 
of hen Larry Vfechtler of Pru- 
dential Securities, for example, 
yesterday looked forw ard to a 
Dow at 11^00 points by Christ- 
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mas And consider this from 
James Glaggman and Kevin 
Hassett of the conservative 
American Enterprise Institute 
in Washington. Explaining why 
they think stocks are under- 
valued, not the other way 
around, they wrote in the WaE 


Street Journal that the Dow 
could be at “36^000- tomorrow, 
not 10 or 20 years from now". 

Just as mapy voices are tak- 
ing the brush, with 10,000 to 
issue bubble warnings. Stock 

vahiatiryiR ramn nihp sus tained, 

they contend. They point to a 


n umb er of omin ous 
The gains in the markets have 
been narrow restricted to a few 
issues that hav e beep drivin g up 

the average alone. AD this yean 
the numbers of stocks hitting 
new yearly lows have exceed- 
ing those making new hi ghs . 


“This is a very dangerous 
stock market,” argued Charles 
AUmon, publisher of the 
GrowihStodcNewdetter.^No- 
body is looking at risk, nobody 
is concerned About risk. This is 
the biggest bubble since the 
tulip mania of the 17th 
Century". 

Joe Granville, of the 
GranviUe Market Letter, was 
similarly negative. “Most of 
the rats have jumped from the 
S hip an d «hi p »S gnm g Awn 

When the Dow is pushing into 
record territory and it is oaty 
four stocks that are pushing it 
up, the red light is flashing.” 

Lou Todd, head of equities 
trading at JC Bradford, is also 
concerned. “There’s not 
pnnng h leadership to take thfe 
market to new highs. The lack 
of leadership scares me. Just a 
few stocks have taken the mar- 
ket to this level.” 

In his recent annual report, 
the billionaire investor War- 
ren Buffett said he continued 
his “search for large equity in- 
vestments." but sees ‘toothing 
on the horizon”. 

US stocks were trading 
inaipr at- midday y est erday with 
traders unwilling to maiw an- 
other l OK run without seeing 
some fundamental conviction 


from the blue drips. “I’m ex- 
tremely nervous here.” said 
Hugh Johnson, chief invest 
meat officer at First Albany 
Corp. 

“What’s allowing stocks to 
flirt with 10,000 has been ag- 
gressive traders, day traders, 
people trading on the Internet, 
people who pay a lot more at- 
tention to stock price perfor- 
mance rather than valuations." 

“It basically has been an en- 
tire morning of consolidation,” 
said Joseph Barth el, chief in- 
vestment strategist at Fahne- 
stock. “My sense here is that 
this is a week of resting. It’s 
going to be the pause that re- 
freshes." 

The case that the Dow does 1 
not matter might seem strong. 

Miirii nf fag mwrfrpfr mania nfre- 

cent months has been focused 
on tech stocks like DeU, Intel 
and the Internet stocks like 
Ifehoo!. None are on the Dow, 
nor even on the New Yorir Stock 
Exchange. Their home is the 
Nasdaq. And yet; the psycho- 
logical significance of the Dow 
Jones remains imargnnbfe 

If Ms Cohen and her crew 
are right and the medium-term 
trend of the Dow is up, it will 
help to maintain consumer con- 
fidence, seen widely as the 
main engine of America’s nine- 
year economic miracle. An up- 
ward arrow on the CNBC ticker 
helps to lift the mood. 

And higher stocks give con- 
sumers income too - income 
that can be spent to keep the 
economy growing Only last 
week, the Ifed noted that 24 per 
cent of household wealth in 
the US is now based on stock 
ownership, compared with 11 
per cent hi 198&. 

But if the car in fact passed 
the brow of a bin on Tuesday 
and the way ahead is downhill, 
the implications for the wider 
US economy could be bleak. 
Barton Biggs of Morgan Stanr 
ley recently wrote this in his 
client letter. “Stocks are in- 
credibly expensive, the rest of 
the world economy is lan- 
guishing, and the hyperactive 
US economy is not a perpetu- 
al motion machine." 

Time to test the brakes? 
HaimshMcBae; Review page 5 


^Why Dow’s peak may pull 
the plug on London’s party 


Pay Nothing Until 


B7 ANDREW VERITY 


UK EQUTTYstrategists are pre- 
dicting the flattest performance 
in five years frtxn the FTSE 100 
share index in the wake of the 
Dow Jones breaking through 
the 10,000 barrier in New York 
on Tuesday. 

The strategists said they 
were concerned that the 10,000 
barrier would be seen by 
traders as a trigger point to sel 
As the y spoke yesterday the 
J!"rSE 100 began to tumble, 
•cding at 6J.40.6, down 61.3. 

" “If the Dow stays there it will 
help the market But the feel- 
ing is that this represents the 
high-water mark, the last hur- 
rah of the bull market before it 
all settles down," said Gareth. 
Williams of ABN Amro, the 
Dutch investment house. 

“It is. always helpful to see 
the Dow doing wen But the 
concern is that it might signal 
something of a sriKng paint.” 

Merrill Lynch, the giant US 


share price Index 
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• a rise of just 3.7 per cent in the 
FTSEtysi December By the 
■ Kri of 1999, the bank forecasts, 

itwiflhavegrownfrom5^82 at 
the start of 1999 to 6,100. 


The forecast paints the 
gloomiestpicture for UK stocks 
since 1994, when the “tequila 
effect” of the Mexican curren- 
cy devaluation gave the market 
a headache, causing the FTSE 
to slip slightly over the yean 

Most experts resist the idea 
of a 1987-style correction, but 
toey are becoming increasing- 
ly worried that the markets 
have become complacent about 
tiie outlook for interest rates. 

Philip "Wblstencroft of Mer- 
rill Lynch said: “The problem 
is in the US rather than the UK 
The US economy has grown 


like an express train and there 
are increasing signs that the 
world economy is also picking 
up. 

“That seems like good news, 
but it may cause interest rates 
to rise, making Ihe market's val- 
uation [of stocks] look over- 
stretched. The market has so 
far managed to ignore that." 

Valuations of US stocks now 
look much more overstretched 
than those in the UK, according 
to the strategists. The UK’s 
leading stocks enjoy record 
high valuations, with investors 
paying a multiple of 24 times his- 


toric earnings But in the US the 
. multiple is more than 30 times. 

The fear is growing that sty 
high valuations are being sup- 
ported not- by the economic 
outlook but by a surge of liq- 
uidity in the market Retail 
investors, suffering low interest 
rates on cash savings, have 
been pouring their money into 
PEPs ahead of their abolition 
next month. 

Robert Burfriand, strategist 
with Salomon Smith Barney, 
said: “Money is stSl pouring into 
the marke t because of this 
crazy PEP season. The inter- 
est-rate environment looks a bit | 
better than in the US. Because 
the econonjyis weaker interest ^ 
ratesare lower” 

The strategists now agree 
that the boom years of 1996 and 
1997, when leading stocks 
surged by more than 20 per 
cent a year; are unlikely to re- 
turn. But highly priced stocks 
must be set against the back- 
ground of interest rates. 

“It used to be normal for UK 
interest rates to peak at 17 or 
18 per cent Now they have just 
peaked at 75 per cent Clearly, 
something differe nt is going 
on,” said Mr Buckiand. 
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Jersey European 
to buy 15 aircraft 

JERSEY EUROPEAN 
Airways, the UK regional 
airline, is to buy 15 new 
aircraft from Bombardier, the 
Canadian aerospace 
company, in a deal worth 
$25Qm (£l50m). 

JEA said the acquisition 
would enhance its network of 
regional services and 
reinforce its alliance 
partnership with Air France. 
The deal could lead to the 
creation of 200 new jobs. 

The package includes four 
50-seat CRJ Series 200 jet 
aircraft and 11 Dash-8 
turboprop craft carrying 
between 37 and 50 people. 


Litho approach 

SHARES IN Litho Supplies 
jumped by I4.5p to l35p 
yesterday after the printing 
and graphic arts company 
said it had received an 
approach from executive 
directors that could lead to 
an offer being made for the 
company at around l45p a 
share. The company has a 
market value of £34m. 


BTP reorganises 

BTP, the speciality chemicals 
group, said it was 
reorganising its biocides and 
fine chemicals division. 

From l April the fine 
chemicals division will 
operate under the name 
Archimica. The biocides 
division, under the Nipa 
name, will transfer to the 
performance chemicals 
division. 


Volex shuts plant 

VOLES, the electrical 
equipment group, yesterday 
said it would close its South 
Wales factory and streamline 
operations at its main 
Manchester plant, with the 
loss.of 185 jobs. 

Volex said competitive 
pricing pressures on its 
European power cord 
products persisted, and it 
would continue to invest in 
an automated plant in the 
UK and utilise existing 
capacity in its factories in 
South-east Asia. 


M-R in offer talks 

SHARES IN M-R Group 
jumped ahead by 20p to close 
at I38p yesterday after the 
information technology group 
said it was in talks that could 
lead to an offer being made 
for the company. 
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Web fever lifts 
the gloom of a 
weary retreat 
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INT ERf^MAN^ 

(ireary market A deal involv- 
ing the Daify Mail & General 
Trust and the planned ap- 
pearance of a first-ever FTSE 
Internet subsector encour- 
aged investment surfers into 
action. 

But they were unable to 
save fbotsie from its foarth fan 
on the run, and even support- 
mg shares had to contend 

witosefiersoufpacingbitFBrs- 

Fbotsie fen BY 6L3 points to 

6,140.6, making a four-day 
decline of 195.L It was last 
below &200 two weeks ago. 

Dally Mail ignored the 
retreat The U A” shares junked 

i27p to 3,230p after the group 
disclosed an ‘'extensive Inter- 
net programming agreement” 
with the Freeserve Internet 
access operation of Dixons. 

The electrical retailer has 
been riding the Net tide ainrp 
the launch of Freeserve. Its 
shares gathered further 
strength on the Man link 
climbing 37p to l,290.5p. 

' The im pending launch of 
the index subsector is seen in 
some quarters as further 
recognition of the marke t 
power now commanded by 
computer companies. 

IT shares have boomed 
since they were given their 


Market 
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Pain 


A BID is looking 
imminent for Reunion, 
which has mining 
interests in Africa. The 
shares jumped 2 Op to 
93.5p. 

A bid from South 
Africa at about 120p a 
share Is the popular 
guess. The group has 
admitted it is in talks 
that could lead to a 
takeover or the sale of 
mining Interests. Its 
shares arrived at around 
80 p three years ago; they 
have since moved 
between 27.5p and 138p. 


last in the tax year; could be a 
particularly temw affair also 
undermined sentiment 

Supporting indices weak- 
ened, with the mid cap off S4.4 
points at 5,4S5^and the small 
cap 0.9 at 2,3749. 

Imperial raiftwimt fa . 
dnstrfes, apparently cm US 
buying, was the best per- 
forating Footsie consti tuent, 
gaining 235p to 57^x Unloved, 
old fashioned conglomerate 
Tomkins, soon to (hup out of 
the hlue-chip index, rose 9p to 
223.5p after Sqlflmnn Smith 
Bani^ set a one-month target 
of2S0p. 

firmer oil prices buoyed 
BPAmoco,up3L5p to l,001p, 
and Shell, 9.75p to 397p. 
British Aerospace, with its 
arms-for-oil contracts with 
Sauffi Arabia, also benefited, 
up9pat403p. 

J Sainstrary, with a little 
help from DresiWr Efemwurt 
Benson, firmed 6J>p to 355.5p. 
Ifesco, L25p firmer at 16lp, 
was thought to be meeting an- 
alysts. Imperial Ibtaeeo was 
puffed 6^p higher to 637.5pfol- 


SHARE SPOTLIGHT 


sausage skins axe even more 
dangerous than banana skins, 
issued its fourth warning with- 
in a year and the shares were 
fried 40p lower to 243L5p. 

Datrontech, a distributor of 
coinputer conqxments, shad- 
ed to 2&5p after a cautious 
statement 

MR, a computer group, 
rose 20.5p to I38p on bid tails, 
and printer Wace rose 6.5p to 
8L5p after the US group 
Sefcawk trumped the Applied 
Graphics offer with an SOp*- 
shareshot AppBed said it was 
“actively considering inmas- 
ing its offer”. Lrtho Supplies 
gabled i&5p to 135p after a 
management buyout loomed. 

Prestwick, a maker of 
printed circuit boards, fell 3p 
to l<L5p following a denial of a 
bid approach. And clothing 
group Leslie Wise, once 
tho ugh t to be the vehicle for 
the Joe Bloggs jeans group’s 
share quote, fell 05p to 95p 
after saying that meetings 
with posable reverse takeover 
candidates had “not pro- 
gressed beyond the initial 
stage”. The group is now plan- 
ning to return cash to share- 
holders. 

Bid talk still drifted around. 
HUlsdown Holdings hard- 
ened 2p to 79p as some felt that 


own sector lastyear and a fur- 
ther reclassification, which 
will give a dearer identity to 
Internet shares, is expected in 
intensify the Web fever 
VossNet,upl7.5ptoll2L5p, 
was one earfy beneficiary; the 
share rise caught the compa- 
ny on the hop and it felt oblig- 
ed to make a statement saying 
it was unaware of any reason 
for the advance. The shares 
were 415p last month. 

Ea^ynet, another likely con- 
stituent of the index, added 5p 
to377.5pandNeteafl2pto(5p. 

However the Internet per- 
formance was deridedfy 
patchy Most of the Wfeb cam- 
panics are tiddlers and the 
total value of the Internet 
brigade represents only 0.03 
per cent of the market 
fbotsfe International, which 
runs the market’s arx^y of 
indices, intends to split IT 
companies into two sections, 
me covering hardware and the 
other software and computer 
services. These sectors will in 
torn be divided into six sub- 
sectors. 

After Thesdey's brief flirta- 
tion with 10,000 points, the 
Dow Jones weakened during 
London t rading , mrfmguishing 
any hope that Bbotae would 
move tads into positive terri- 
tory. Worries that tomorrow’s 
futures and options expiry the 
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VERSAUTE, the glass 
group, is -preparing itself 
for a reverse takeover. It 
Is raising £360,000 
through a rights Issue 
and the sale of two 
businesses. Brian Raven 
and Oliver Cooke are 
joining the company and 
together will have nearly 
50 per cent of the capital. 

The shares held at 
1.25p. They arrived two 
years ago at 4p bat have 
since drifted, hitting 
0.75p before it became 
known that revamping 
plans were afoot. 


lowing investment meetings. 

Allied Domecq, the drinks 
group with an investment 
meeting scheduled for last 
night, fen 145p to 468p. King- 
fisher's much vaunted figures 
left the shares 17p off at 793p. 

Bass was as flat as yester- 
day’s pint, down 29Jjp to 
902 -5p, as the Czech govern- 
ment allowed two of the coun- 
try's mqjor breweries to 
merge, a decision that seems 
to undermine the position of 
Bass-owned Prague Brew- 
eries. The approval erf the deal 
cast doubt on Bass-s mid- 
European policy. 

Britax International, the 
car equipment group, moved 
ahead 65p to H7p on talk that 
a buy circular is bring pre- 
pared. The Snaths industries 
i figures foiled to impress; the 
t shares slumped I065p to 953p. 
dragging others lower IT, the 
engineer, feO 29.25p to 423.75p 
in sympathy. • 

Profits warnings left their 
mark. Devro, proving that 


a strike could materialise. 
MMS Petroleum moved 
ahead again, putting cm lOp to 
around 45p. 

Cedar, a computer group, 
jumped 19p to 117 hp on talk of 
a deal with Volvo. Another 
computer company Northam- 
ber, fell 3J5p to 150p after 
meeting analysts. 

Fbo&aB shares were rufBed 
fay reports that the BSkyB bid 
for MsmchesterUtd could be 
blocked. Man U, ahead of the 
Champions’ League dash with 
Inter ofMUan, fen 21p to 219p. 
Newcastle Utd lost 5p to 90p. 

Brick maker BlocMcysM 
3p to 36hp as the Enn- 
stone/Natural Building Mate- 
rials-inspired shareholder 
revolt failed, with the three 
threatened directorsiriaining 
their boardroom positions. 

Protens International, the 
health care group, was 
unchanged at36p as Nomura 
International lifted its share- 
holding to 9 J per cent 

Property tiddler Hampton 
1iTistfirmed25ptol9p.il has 
sold a property for Q& Sm. 
Deanes edged up 055p to 
2.75p after selling a property 
for £ 1 5m; the cash will reduce 
group borrowings. 

SEAQ VOLUME: 1 bilfion 
SEAQ TRADES: 88562 
GILTS INDEX: 116J9 +a47 


Smiths Industries is on the 
lookout for a big acquisition 


SMTTHS INDUSTRIES is on the 
lookout for a large acquisition 
that would male a step change 
in the gin pari n g group’s at- 
tenqrfs to build a worid-feading 
business. 

Keith Butler-Wheelhouse, 
Smiths * chief executive, re- 
vealed yesterday that the com- 
pany bad put in a bid for 
Sherwood Medical, a former di- 
vision of American Home Prod- 
ucts, but had been outbid by 
Tyco, the US conglomerate, 
which offered $L8bn for the 
business. 

He added that Smiths would 
consider bqying parts of the 
aerospace division of Lucas- 
Varity; the engineering group, 
if it was pu t up fo r sale by its 
new owner TRW 

The «winn^fs suggest that 
Srmthg la targ eting larger ac- 
quisitions under Mr Butler- 
Wheelhouse than it (fid under 
his predecessor Sir Roger 
Hum. In the past, Smiths has 
tended to make buy a n umb er 
of small bolt-on companies for 
its aerospace, medical and in- 
dustrial divisions. 

Alan Thomson, Smiths' fi- 
nance (firectoi; said yesterday 


By Peter Tbal Larsen 

the company could afford to 
spend up to EL bn on an acqui- 
sition while keeping its interest 
cover at about five times. The 
largest acquisition in Snaths’ 
history to date was in 1987, 
when it bought a business for 
£275m. 

Smiths yesterday reported 
an 11 per cent rise in pre-tax 
profits to £99m for the six 
months to 31 January, on 
turnover 19 10 per cent at 
£60 7m. Smiths sajd its contin- 
uing businesses had accounted 
for about half the revenue 
growth, with the rest coming 
from acquisitions. But almost 
all the profit growth was 
organic. 

Smiths’ growth was entire- 
ly down to its aerospace divi- 
sion, where profits grew by 42 
per cent with the help of buoy- 
ant demand for its avionics 
products and improved oper- 
ating margins. In the medical 

and industrial businesses, how- 
ever; difficult eranomic condi- 
tions meant that profits were 
broadfyflat 

Smiths’ depen d e nce on its 


SMITHS INDUSTRIES: AT A GLANCE 


Marker value: £2.97bn. share price 953p (-T06,5p) 

, — hiU-ye*r to 31 July — , half-year uj 31 Jan 

leading record 1996 1997 1998 1998 1999 

Turnover (£m) 

Profit for die year (£m) 

Earnings per share (p) 

Dividends per share (p) 


1008.0 

1076.0 

1199.0 

SS3.0 

607.0 

170.0 

192.0 

2180 

89.0 

99.0 

38.9 

43.2 

48.2 

19.7 

22.0 

16.2 

17.9 

19.7 

6.8 

7.4 


Operating margins 
6 months to January: % 

25 



aerospace business rattled the 
stock market, which marked 
the shares down I03p to 953p, 
even though the figures were 
toroadfy in line with expecta- 
tions. 

But analysts pointed «it that 


Smiths' shares had risen 
sharply ahead of the figures. 

Mr Butler-Wheelhouse 
stressed that the group bad no 
plans to abandon its tradition- 
al dependence on its three di- 
visions, and would continue to 


look for potential acquisitions in 
all three areas. 

Market observers pointed 
out that Smiths has an exem- 
plary growth record over the 
past 20 years. Sandy Morris, en- 
gineering analyst at ABN 
Amro, grid the company was 
likely to carry on growing de- 
spite the economic conditions. 
“Fbr Smiths, a recession prob- 
ably means that they get 5 to 10 
per cent earnings growth, not 
10 to 15 per cent," he said. 

However, he added that the 
company was suffering from 
the feet that growth prospects 
in its industrial and medical di- 
visions are currently pedestri- 
an, while the market is folly 
aware of the growth Smiths will 
achieve in its aerospace 
division. 

Analysts yesterday pulled 
back their foil-year profit fore- 
casts to between £230m and 
£235 m, mainly on worries about 
the growth picture in the Unit- 
ed States, wkich is now Smiths’ 
largest markeL On a forward 
multiple of 18 - and in the ab- 
sence of any corporate activi- 
ty - the shares are seen as no 
more than a solid hold. 


Hepworth ready 
to spend £300m 


Premier Farnell warns of 
another year of hardship 


HEPWORTH, the building ma- 
terials group, is ready to spend 
£30 Dm on a European boiler- 
maker in an effort to boost its 
presence in the shrinking mar- 
ket for heating products. 

Hie company one of Eu- 
rope’s top five boiler manufac- 
turers, yesterday said it was 
looking ata number of rivals m 
the fiercely competitive conti- 
nental market 

Hepworth has been hit by a 
downturn in volumes and 
prices for its appliances, amid 
overcapacity - and aggressive 
price-cutting by some of its 
European rivals. 

Its main European rivals are 
the three German companies* 
Bosch, Buderus and IfeiDent, 
and the I talian group Rieflo. Tb- 
getheq they control around half 
of the mar ket for combination 
boilers. City analysts said that 
it would be difficult for Hep- 
worth to buyone of the top four 
as they are all privately owned 
apart from Buderus. However 
they added that the UK group 


By FRANCESCO Guerrera 

could take a state or form joint 
ventures. 

Industry experts stressed 
that Hepworth needed a deal to 
counter the tough market con- 
ditions. Last yeac the slump in 
bofler prices wiped out a large 
chunk of the £8J>m savings 
achieved through an aggressive 
cost-cutting programme. How- 
ever; the disappearance of 700 
jobs and a sharp cut in over- 
heads helped Hepworth back 
' into the black with a 199B pre- 
tax profit of £64Jfrn compared 
with a loss of £ll.7m in 1997, 
when the group tooka £69m re- 
structuring provision. 

Mark Hake, an analyst with 
Merrill Lynch, sate “Hepworth 
is running to stand stifl.” Berates 
the shares, up 7.5p to I87.5p yes- 
terday a “hold”. He believes 
that, on around 10 times his 1999 
earnings forecast of £69m, the 
stock could benefit from an ac- 
quisition by Hepworth or by a 
takeover of the UK group. 


PREMIER FARNELL, the trou- 
bled electrical components dis- 
tribute]; yesterday warned of 
another year of hardship, with 
tnngh rr>»ifah t anri nra ffirol in. 

ternal restructuring set to take 
their toll on profits. 

The company which sells 
electronic products to manu- 
facturers through mail-order 
catalogues, said the harsh trad- 
ing conditions experienced in 
1998 in its core UK and US mar- 
kets would continue into this 
year Premier’s US customers 
are suffering from a slump in 
demand in Asia, while UK in- 
dustrial companies have been 
hit by the strength of sterling. 

Its customers’ woes caused 
a steep fell in the group’s 1998 
profits. The company formed 
in 1996 with the controversial 
£L8bn purchase of Premier of 
the US by the British group Far- 
nell, posted a 27 per cent decline 
in pre-tax profits to £100.4m cm 
sales down 5 per cent to £705m. 
The dividend was slashed 30 
per cent to 9p. 


BY FRANCESCO Guerbera 



John fifirsk Plans sweeping 
programme of changes 

The new chief executive 
John Hirst, who joined in Jufy 
from Imperial Chemical In- 
dustries, said Premier would 
try to buck its difficult markets 
with a sweeping programme of 
inter nal changes. The compa- 
ny is spending £A5m over three 
years to create a computer 
database of all its customers 
and to upgrade its logistics 


systems. Premier will also in- 
vest £15m a year to boost its 
marketing operations 

But the immediate future 
looks bleak. Markets remain dif- 
ficult and the restructuring 
spend will not pay off until the 
new millennium. However, Cite 
analysts beEeve the company is 
on the right track to repair the 
damage caused by the risky US 
acquisition, masterminded by 
the former chief executive 
Howard Paulson, and a raft of 
pricing blunders. 

“There could be some more 
pain in terms of profits in 1999 
but without it Premier would 
continue to drift away;” said Ed 
Wright, an analyst at Dresdner 
Kleinwort Benson, who is pre- 
dicting 1999 profits of £89m. 

Hie shares, down 2p to 192p 
yesterday are on 14 times 1999 
earnings. At this level, the stock 
is at a large discount to Elec- 
trocomponents, Premier’s 
main rival, and, given the hopes 
of a long-term turnaround, is 
worth a punt 


Not everyone’s 
a winner 

THE CITY’S finest were out in 
force under the sun at Chel- 
tenham yesterday to watch the 


People and 
Business 


Queen Mother officiate over a 
marvellous festival. 

Nick Wells, the former 
County NatWest corporate 
financier who did the Blue 
Arrow deal in the 1980s and has 
popped up at Rae Brothers, was 
enjoying the show. Mr 'Wells is 
advising the maverick retail 
entrepreneur and Sears winner 
Philip Green. 

Mr Wells was sharing an 
entertainment tent with Mar- 
tin S mith , an affable Irishman 
who used to head up Phoenix, 
the corporate finance boutique, 
and who now heads the corpo- 
rate finance arm of Donaldson 
Luffkm&Jenrette in London. 

DLJ is doing well, bavingjust 
poached two senior bankers, 
Richard Boaih and M icha el 
Meinhardt, from Salomons. 
The former was head of the fi- 
nancial institutions group at Sa- 
lomons, and the latter did the 



Cheltenham 

Diary 

BY JOHN 
WILLCOCK 


same job in German-speaking 
countries. 

Sadfy Mr Smith was eqjoymg 
rather less success on the 
course. His horse. King’s Road, 
came in fourth in the first race. 

Top bloodline 

AMONG THE throng 1 bumped 
into Mark Bradstock, one of the 
UK’s leading trainers, based in 


Wantage, near Oxford Mr Brad- 
stock’s father-in-law is Lord 
Oaksey, the famous broadcast- 
ing race pundit, and his father 
is David Bradstock, a leading 
London insurance broker Mr 

kr adstnrir, amon g mary things 

trains horses for Piers Fofc- 
tinger, a senior partner in City 
PR firm Bell Pottinger 

Unfortunately for Mr Pot- 
tinger his horse, which was 
due to runyesterday was with- 
drawn at the last moment as Mr 
Bradstock decided it wasn't 
quite up to the rigours of the 
rolling Cheltenham course. 

Mr Pottingerts horse, 
Bishken, is named after an 
estate on the Isle of Lewis 
owned fay his friend Nick Op- 
penhexm, owner of Northern 
Leisure. 

Mr Fottinger entertained 
the parly fay pointing out that 
he shares his birthday - 3 
March - with Charlie Brooks, 
the former racehorse trainer 
and TV pundit; Sir Mark 
Prescott, another legendary 
trainer; Sir Peter O’Sullivan; 
and Bob Dylan, the popular 
American folk singer 

One wag said they had 


something else in common - 
they could all sing, apart from 
Mr Dylan. 

Bet on Banks 

LUNCH WAS enlivened by a 
spirited discussion between 
Steve Norris, the former Tory 
transport minister and current 
road transport lobbyist, and 
the MP for Newmarket, 
Richard Spring, die Shadow 
sports minister 
They concluded that Tony 
Banks is desperately unhappy 
as SPOrtS ministe r and that he 
would be a much better bet as 
the new jnayor of London. 

Failed to score 

YET ANOTHER City figure 
doing a lot better in the Square 
Mile than at Cheltenham is 
Bob Michaelson, 

Mr Michaelson s horse Celi- 
bate foiled to place in the Queen 
Mother Champion Chase. Mr 
Michaelson is chief executive of 
Sagitta, a fund management 
company owned by Wafic Said, 
the Middle Eastern entrepre- 
neur who recently donated 


£20m to Oxford University to set 
up the Said Business School. 

Mr Michaelson, a former 
senior figure at Mercuiy Asset 
Management and Citicorp, told 
me Celibate is suitably named 
considering its parents. Shy 
Grown and Dance Alone. 

A bigger cut 

TRISTRAM RICKETTS, chief 
executive of the British Horse 
Racing Board, was in bullish 
mood. 

Mr Ricketts said the board, 
which took over the running of 
British racing from the Jockey 
Chfo at the start of the Nineties, 
is determined to get a bigger 
cut of the £Sbn British punters 
bet each year on the geegees. 
Mr Ricketts says he's confident 
the board can negotiate a big- 
ger slice to plough back into 
horse racing. 

I asked whether he had any 
tips. “Loads,** he laughed. “But 
I have to keep them to myself 
in order to keep my friends [the 
owners] happy." 

E-mail: j. wiUcock(a indepen- 
dentco.uk 
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SPORT 


Tennis: Lazy days in Majorca are a distant memory for world No 1 as he seeks the experience to stay at the top 

Moya’s feet firmly on the ground 



Spanish master Carlos Moya is the one that has that little bit more’, says Tim Henman. ‘He’s got a deceptive serve, his forehand is difficult to read and he’s a very good athlete for a big gay’ AMsport 


by John Roberts 


AN OVERJOYED Carlos Moya tele- 
phoned his mother from Indian 
Wells, California. “Mama,” he said, 
“Tm No l." There was a pause be- 
fore Pilar Moya responded “Excuse 
me," she said, “who’s there?" 

The suspicion that somebody 
might be playing a joke arose be- 
cause Mrs Moya was under the im- 
pression that her 22-year-old son 
needed to do more than win a semi- 
final last week to become the first 
man from Spain - let alone Major- 
ca -to head the world tennis rank- 
ings since the advent of the ATP 
computer in 1973. 

Reassured that the mission was 
accomplished, the Moya family set- 
tled down to absorb the media re- 
action. El Mundo ' s front page 
headline, “Moya lands in heaven," 
set the tone, and every publication 
•rejoiced that their hero would re- 
main in a state of grace for at least 
two weeks, because the next world 
rankings list is not due unffl after the 
10-day Lipton Championships in 
Key Biscayne, Florida, which end on 
28 March. 

A year ago. Key Biscayne was 
taken over by thousands of flag-wav- 
ing Chileans who arrived on char- 
ter flights for the final Sunday when 
Marcelo Rios defeated Andre Agas- 
si to supplant Pete Sampras as No 
1. Rios spent a total of six weeks at 
the top, his cause not helped by in- 
juries- Sampras rose again, winning 
Wimbledon for the fifth time and end- 
ing the year as No 1 for a record sixth 
time. 

The effort exhausted Sampras, 
who missed the Australian Open In 
January and has since lost early in 
two tournaments, against Jan- 
Michael GaminQ, an American com- 
patriot in Scottsdale, Arizona, and 
against Spain's Helix Mantilla in In- 
dian Wells. That gave Moya the im- 
petus to become only the 15th world 
No 1 in the history of the ATP rank- 
ings and sets a fascinating scene for 
the months ahead. Sampras goes to 
Key Biscayne determined to re- 
claim the No 1 position he held for 
a total of 262 weeks, six fewer than 
Jimmy Connors and eight less than 
Ivan Lendl, who holds the record of 
270 weeks. Moya win also expect a 
strong challenge from Russia's 
%vgeny Kafelnikov, Alex Corretja, 
a Spanish friend and rival, and Aus- 
tralia's Pat Rafter each of whom 
have faltered withm sight of the sum- 
mit 

Moya, in contrast to Rios, cannot 
be .accused of arriving at the top 
without a Grand Slam title to his 
name. He defeated Corretja in the 


to win the men’s singles champi- 
onship on the clay courts of Paris. 
Spanish players are raised on day, 
the sport’s slowest surface, but only 
Manuel Santana (1961 and 19641 and 
Andres Gimeno (1972) had tri- 
umphed in the French classic until 
Sergi Bruguera <1993 and 1994) 
kicked his countrymen’s habit of 
wearing themselves into the dust in 
the series of tournaments en route 
to Paris. 

Even more surprising than Moya 
v Corretja at the French Open, 
however, was the feet that the pair 
went on to contest the final of the 
ATP Tour Championship on an in- 
door hard court in Hanover in No- 
vember mocking the perception 
that claustrophobia is endemic in 
the men's game in Spain, lb put the 
Hanover revelation in perspective, 
Mpya and Corretja trained togeth- 
er at the Centro Alto Rendimiento 
Club in San Cugat del Valles, near 
Barcelona, on the only indoor court 
in the whole of Spain specifically de- 


signed for tennis. Three more are 


same dub. 

Corretja advanced to the 
Hanover final with a three sets win 
against Sampras. Moya defeated 
Tim Henman in three sets. “The 
Spanish guys have got such varia- 
tion on their groundstrokes.’ 1 the 
British No 1 said. “I think Mpya is 
the one that has that little bit more 
that stands out He’s got a deceptive 
serve, his forehand is very difficult 
to read, and he’s a veiy good athlete 
for a pretty big guy." 

Asked to compare the Moya 
match with his Wimbledon semi-final 
defeat by Sampras, Henman said: “I 
think they are very similar I think 
I played better against Sampras, but 
I definitely couldn’t have given more 
on either occasion." 

Corretja won the Hanover final 
after losing the opening two sets, a 
testimony to his powers of recovery 
and also evidence that Mpya was 
correct in the self-critical observa- 
tion that he needed to improve his 
concentration if he was to become 


No 1. As a court artist, Mpya, unlike 
Goya, sometimes flatters to deceive. 
But he tries to learn from experi- 
ence. 

“After I played my first final in a 
Grand Slam," Maya said, recounting 
a straight sets defeat by Sampras at 
the 1997 Australian Open, *T realised 
how difficult it was to get there. I 
didtft know if 1 was going to be able 
to do it again I was still young, 20 
years old. I thought if I could do it 


once, I could do it again. It happened 
in the French Open. I played really 
welL That final in Australia gave me 
a lot of experience. I know thafs why 
I won the French. The US Open Hast 
year] was the same. I didn’t expect 
to play the semi-finaL I was playing 
my w or st tennis evCT right before the 
US Open. But in the right moment, 
I won that [second round] match 
against [Michael] Chang [6-3 in the 
fifth set], and all the power and con- 


fidence I lost suddenly came back 
again." 

The resurgence did not last long 
enough to save Mpya from a four- 
sets defeat by Mark Phflippoussis in 
the US Open semi-finals,- nor was 
Mpya able to quell the Australian's 
power over five sets in last Sunday’s 
final m Indian Wells. But that was not 
allowed to detract from the elation 
of the folks back home. 

Majorca, evocative of package 
holidays, is hardly a cradle of world 
class sport, although George Best 
is among those to have sown wild 
oats on the island during his sum- 
mer sojourns from Manchester 
United Mrar corespondent, m a for- 
mer life, tried to keep track of Best 
in the days when he sunbathed on 
Bar Sol Beach, Palma Nova, and 
commenced most of his evenings 
with drinks and-dinner at the Gomi- 
la Grill, in Palma’s disco quarter, On 
the eve of his 26th birthday in May, 
1972, Best fled from Manchester to 
Marbella and announced his re- 
tirement from footbalL He then hit 
a few balls at Lew Hoad's tennis 


ranch before making a temporary 
truce with United and beading for 
Majorca prior to pre-season train- 
ing. 

As for home-grown sporting no- 
tables, Majorca can call up Guiller- 
mo Timonec who won six world 
cycling titles pedalling furiously be- 
hind a motorbike, and Juan Gornis, 
a world champion submarine fish- 
erman. Moya, asked why there 
were not more tennis players, 
smiled and said: “Because it is an 
island, and the people of Majorca are 
very lazy." 

Real Majorca’s exploits in the Eu- 
ropean Cup-Winners’ Cup have 
added some pep, although Maya’s 
allegiance to his local dub is sur- 
passed by his strength of feeling for 
his adoptive Barcelona. Moya’s 
skills with his Feet are almost as im- 
pressive as those with his hands, 
and are often displayed in a kick- 
about with a tennis ball on the 
practice courts. 

Last Christmas, Moya bet Real 
Majorca's Argentinian internation- 
al goalkeeper, Carios Roa, that be 


would beat him with three penalty 
kicks out of five “No. that’s too 
much,” Moya was told by Hector 
Cupen the dub's trainee. “Make it 
two out of five.” It was sound advice. 
Moya converted two of the five, and 
Roa had to treat him to dinner 

In common with many leading 
players, Moya touches a variety of 
bases. When not playing tourna- 
ments or training in Barcelona, he 
has a retreat in Monte Carlo. Boris 
Becker, as familiar in Monaco as in 
Munich and Miami, is having a 
house built in Majorca. The three- 
times Wimbledon champion may 
come in handy should Moya need 
extra homework with a serve-voBey- 
en 

ThD and lean, Moya wears his hair 
long, rock style, and probably plays 
air guitar to CDs by his favourite 
groups, Aerosmith, U2, Bon Jovi and 
Queen. In July 1997 he had his hair 
cut short for a week of mandatory 
duty with the military reserves; an- 
other occasion when his mother 
was entitled to ask. “Excuse me, 
who’s there?” 


THE REIGN OF SPAIN 


Spaniards in Top 10 since ATP rankings began in 1973 


CARLOS MOYA 

NO 1 


JUAN AGUILERA 

15 March 1999 no 7 17 September 1984 

MANUEL ORANTES EMILIO SANCHEZ 

No 2 23 August 1973 No 7 30 April 1990 

SERGI BRUGUERA ALBERTO BERASATEGUI 

No 3 1 August 1994 No 7 14 November 1994 

ALEX CORRETJA ALBERT COSTA 

No 3 30 November 1 998 No 9 21 April 1997 

JOSE HIGUERAS CARL05 COSTA 

No 6 13 June 1983 No 10 18 May 1992 


final of the French Open last June, 

becoming only the fourth Spaniard currently under construction at the 


Jordan rejects new links 


THE LAST time Michael Jordan 
gave up basketball, he unsuccess- 
fully tried a second career in base- 
ball This time round, although he is 
playing plenty of golf, he is not 
tempted to take it up full-time. 

“I had my taste of what it's like 
to be in the PGA atmosphere, and I 
don't think I want that” the former 
Chicago Bull said after the pro-am 
tournament preceding the Bay Hill 
Invitational in Orlando, Florida, on 
Tuesday. 

It was the second time since he 
announced his retirement from bas- 
ketball that Jordan teed it up with 
the professionals. He played three 
rounds in the Bob Hope Classic in 
January. 

At Bay Hill, be played with some- 
one with whom he shares a lot in 
common - Arnold Palmer. Both are 
among the most popular competitors 
their sports have known, both are al- 
ways willing to play to the gallery. 
“It’s always a treat to play with him," 
Jordan said. “If you ever tty to pat- 
tern your career after someone, 
look at Arnold. Ibavea lot of respect 


GOLF 


By Doug Ferguson 


for him. It didn’t take much for him 
to get me down here." 

The clowning started as soon as 
they walked on the first tee. Jordan 
bad his picture taken with Palmer’s 
grandson as Palmer looked on in 
mock disbelief. “You never want 
your picture taken with me, Sam,” 
Palmer told him. 

Jordan ripped his drive down 
the middle on the 18th, only to 
watch country singer Amy Grant hit 
her drive alongside him fttm the for- 
ward tees. “I think she outdrove 
you,” Palmer said 

Jordan, who has not played since 
injuring his finger on a cigar cutter 
five weeks ago, said he was nervous 
on the first tee with about 2,000 peo- 
ple watching, but played better on 
the back nine. Along with his eagle, 
he made a par on the 18th (net 
birdie) to give his team a 59. 

“In basketball, I have all the right 
skills and I perfected those skills,” 


Jordan said. “Here, Tm in a game 
thatyou can't perfect if Ybu can lose 
it as quick as you get it" 

In Phoenix, Arizona, Alison 
Nicholas, the only Briton to have won 
in America this yean returns full of 
confidence after a two-week break 

for toe Standard Raster nog tour- 
nament, which starts today. 

The 1997 US Open champion 
from Birmingham followed her win 
in the Hawaiian Open with an nth 
place in the Australian Masters that 
included a career-best round of 64. 
It was a welcome bounce back to 
form for the 37-year-old, who strug- 
gled with illness for most of last sea- 
son. “I put in a lot of hard work at 
the start of the year and it was great 
that it paid off so quickly" she said, 
In January, Nicholas spent time 
in Florida working with English 
professional Martin Hall, the hus- 
band of tour player Lisa Hackney. 
“He has got me working on a few 
drills and it has really helped," she 
said. “I was twisting the dub too 
much on the backswingand he's also 
helped with the shod, game." 


Laura Davies; who set an LPGA 
record by winning this event four 
years in a row from 1991 ishoping 
that a return to a favourite venue 
will provide a vital spark before the 
first major erf the season, the Nabis- 
co Dinah Shore in California next 
week. 

Tve been hitting fee ball well all 
year but not scoring,” said the play- 
er who has had one top 10 finish in 
six starts. “It’s not so much de- 
pressing as disappointing and I just 
hope the putts start to fell this 
week" 

Davies won last season’s Tour 
Championship in November - end- 
ing a US Tbur drought stretching 
back to this tournament in 1997-and 
she reflected “I really hoped that 
would sparka return to top form But 
it probably came at the wrong time. 
Wfe had a five-week break and some 
of toe momentum was lost” 

Liseiotte Neumann defends toe 
title while fellow Swede Annika 
Sorenstam,' the world No L returns 
from four weeks skiing for only her 
fourth event of the year 


Testing route for 
British venture 


CYCLING 



Jordan: Partnered Palmer 


The richest prize in the history of 
the European women’s tour will be 
on offer at the Evian Masters in 
France in June. A winner’s cheque 
of £102,500 is more than all but two 
players, Swedes Helen Alfredsson 
and Sophie Gustafson, earned in toe 
whole of last season on the circuit 
The total purse of £689,000 -up by 
almost £180,000 - makes the tour- 
nament the fifth most lucrative 
worldwide in the women’s game. 


ANEW British cycling team hits fee 
road next week with their sponsor 
talking of the Tour de France as “a 
long-term aim." 

There is a long and difficult route 

between the opening race for Team 
Men’s Health, Sunday’s Grand Prix 
of Essex, and a shot at cycling's Holy 
Grail, three weeks of pedalling pur- 
gatory. 

“They have a global image, and 
toe Tour fits in well with that,” said 
Jane Williams, the team director, 
speaking about the publishing com- 
pany whose Men’s Health magazine 

is behind the sponsorship. “They are 

discussing four or five years down 
the line, and they are keen to work 
towards a team for the Tbur” 

Leading the 10 riders who com- 
prise Team Men’s Health is the for- 
mer world trade champion, Colin 
Sturgess, who last year made a 
successful comeback after a five- 
year lay-off. 

The last British-backed team to 


by Robin nicholl 


tackle the Tour was ANC-Halfords 
in 1987. Fbur of the nine- man team 
completed the 4,321km to Baris, an 
ill-prepared venture founded on the 
ambitions of their boss, Tony Cap- 
per. who was later sued by his rid- 
ers for unpaid wages. 

The new team is an English- ' 
Welsh mix. but for a future Tour “ 
quest they will have to buy in Eu- 
ropean tdent and be prepared to in* 
vest cash by the million to quaSfy for 
a place. On Sunday it clashes with 
Britain’s No l team, McCart- 

ney Fbods, managed by Sean Yates, 
one ofonlya few Britons wbotatowa . 
the Tour’s demands. , 

An early target for Team Men’s 
Health will be a place In Britain’s. 
PruTour in May, which wffibeabig 
enough step in their first cam- 
paign. 
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Revamped French spell danger 



By Chris Hewe tt 

VILLEPREUX was at 


_ .. . JWWiUiW 

effectively writing off the 
Ran ees of a fifth successive 
French victory over England 
With a philosophical shrug of 
t the shoulders and a cucumber- 
cool dash of Parisian sang- 
froid “This game is important 


stm have their Grand stem 
ambitions, hut for France the 
result is not a major concern," 


ffit If 





English view that no Tricolore 
fall-back, not even a middle- 

aged one, can ever be trusted 

ffVfflepremtistD be taken at 
his word the light went out cm 
his coaubvs Five Nations rany 
paign a fortnight ago when 
Thomas Castaignfide slid an 
injury-time penalty across the 
face of, the Stade de France 
posts and presented Whies with 
afirstvictoiyonthefersideof 
the channel since 1975. “All 
that is important tiusyear is the 
World Cup® said tlw. as 
he and his colleague, Jean- 
Claude Skrda, announced their 
much-changed side for Satur- 
day's tete-a-tete at Twicken- 
ham. “It wifl be an interesting 
game, this one; it will show us' 
where we stand and what we 
can achieve against a strong 
England team. But we cannot 
win the Sla m and, anyway we 
are weakened by injury." 

So weakened that they can 
leave Christian Cah&no, con- 
sidered this timelastyeartobe 
file best prop in world rugby on 


Robert HaUam 


hard done fax given that he was 
asked to prop on both sides 
against Wales, but the hugely 
accomplished Toulouse for- 
ward has yet to recapture the 
form he showed before suc- 
cumbing to serious injury last 


Philippe Bernat-Sailes on the 
right win^ however; the more 


summer. It is no particular sur- 

the bench, akmg with the Stade $ prise that the IHcoIore selec- 
Frangais wing, Chris tophe tors prefer Stade Frangais' 


DominicL This new French 
team may lack familiarity but it 
reeks of danger As CKve Wood- 
ward, ihg Bngtonil rrmrh and 

on Tuesday: “Tta convinced we 
have a team capable of winning 
this game, but that’s about aQ 
Tm convinced of The French 
wffl not lack for motivation.” 
Cali&no may feel a trifle 


loose-head specialist Syivain 
Marconnet for this one. 
According to Ben Evans, the 
Welshman who locked horns 
with both men in Paris two 
weekends ago, Marconnet was 
fay far the more formidable 
proposition. 

As expected, Xavier Garba- 
josa replaces an out-of-sorts 


injuries to two of the most in- 
fluential players in the French 
squad, Richard Dourthe 
OHviprMa gnA Pascal flinrrian^ 

a 24-year-old centre from Dax, 
is granted a debut at outside 
centre because Dourthe dislo- 
cated his right shoulder in a 
wholly avoidable off-th e-ball 
adfishm with his Wfefeh opposite 
number; Mark Taylor Mean- 
while, BfcbardCastel takes over 
Magne's role on the open-side 

flanlfj until Thomas T Jpp remnrt. 

moving from No 9 to blind side. 
The reshuffle gives Christophe 
JuiDeta first Five Nations start 


in the middle of the bade row. 

That experimental loose 
forward combination will be 
central to the French effort, for 
Villepreux considers the Eng- 
lish back row to be world-class. 
Castel is a bruising operator in 
the Philippe Benetton mould, 
while both Lievremont and 
JuxDet are intelligent *n<i in- 
spirational. JtriBefs display for 
France A in Dublin last month 
was right out of the top drawer 
and he deserves his place in the 
Five Nations spotlight 

By contrast, the Soots have 
taken a co nser v at ive selector- 
ial approach to this weekend's 
Celtic squabble with Ireland at 
Murrayfield, fielding the side 


that pushed England unex- 
pectedly dose in the recent 
Calcutta Cup match. Gary Arm- 
strong, the Newcastle scrum- 

half and national na pfaitn, has 

recovered from the dh o w iqjury 
that cost hnaa44thcap against 
Italy a fortnight ago and retoms 
for Edinburgh Reivers’ Iain 
Fhirfey who drops to the bench. 

It remains to be seen 
whether Jim Tfelfei; the Scottish 
coach, will five to regret his de- 
cision not to reinforce his front 
row by introducing the tight- 
head l^ofMatfoewProudlbot 
ahead of Paul Burnell’s highly 
developed survival instincts; 
after all, the Irish front row is 
still considered to be the most 


potent in Europe, despite faff- 
ing to dominate the English 
threesome. Still, Tbm Smith, an 
automatic choice as Scotland’s 
loose-head, has no inferiority 
complex about Keith Wood, 
Paul Wallace company. 

“The Irish tight forwards 
have been talked upqgood deal 
during this tournament, but 
the comments fire us up be- 
cause we know that when we 
play to our maximum potential, 
we’re not so bad ourselves,” 
Smith said yesterday “We will 
hare to work hard and improve 
on our game against Italy, but, 
if we are aggressive and match 
the Irish up front, we can pro- 
vide a winning platform. 
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LARRY O'CONNELL has been 
asked by the State Attorney 
GeneraTs office in NewYbrk to 
answer questiens about Satur- 
day’s contrpverSLal unification 

.Ihcy have asked the judge, 
who saved Lennox Lewis’s 
ifcaw against Evander Hotyfidd 
115-115, to ffrrto America, but the 
British Bcqdng Board of Control 
hare written back saying that 
O’Connell, an engraver by pro- 
fession, will not be iveaent, be- 
cause (^business pressures. 

The Board secretory John 
Morris, has asked State Attorney 
General, EBotSpitzer to fax the 
questicKJS.ffreqired,OXtonnfifl 
win answer in a sworn affidavit 

The American officials have 
not said if similar requests have 
been made of the other judges, 
Stanley Christadonlon (who 
scored the fight 116-U3 to 
Lewis) and New Jersey’s Eu- 
gemaWnHanE(U5-llStoHaly- 
field). Lewis’s promotei; Panos 


BOKING 


BY DAVID FIELD 


ISiades, may also be called to the 
State Attorney’s office. 

The wri)(rf“vey twisted” re- 
latioajshtos between sanduxmg 
boffies and^hters, promoters 
and judges helped produce Ihe 
draw ^pitzer said. His criticism 

wmtf «g thft Manhattan Aririrf 

attoney’s office said it is inves- 
tigating possible illegalities. The 
Newark State Athletic Com- 
nrisskm and the New%rk State 
Senate Committee on Investi- 
gati^ are also conducting in- 
quiries, making fom m totaL 

Spitzer said his public hear- 
ing, which will begin tomorrow 
in NewMsk, wffl focus on ways 


“redone” the roles of the prin- 
cipal players in the 

Spitzer said boxtog’s dne£ 
sanctioning bodies, the In- 
ternational Boxing federation. 


Wtald Boxing (founril and Wbrid 
Basing Association, risk con- 
flicts of interest by selecting 
judges for title bouts and paying 
their expenses and fees. 

When a judge selected by a 
governing body backs that 
body’s champion despite evi- 
deace that his opponent did bet- 
ter during the bout - as the 
IBEselected judge, Williams, is 
under fire for doing — that ckDs 
into question the impartiality of 
the judging and the integrity of 
the sport, accenting to Spitzer 
Spitzer is chairman of a box- 
ing tadubree within the National 
Association of Attorneys General 
which has been working with 
Senator JohnMcCain of Arizona 
to develop recommendations to 
reform the sport nationally. 
New %rk Governor George 
tak i said the m nmry Hp hnc nr- 
deredfay toe state Athletic Cam- 
mission. will concentrate on 
pialting recommendations on 
what the state can do to guar- 


antee that fi ghts held in New 
\fcrk are judged impartially. 

nie state S enate Co mmitte e 
an Investigations said it would 
holdahearingtoday in New York 
City with Lewis Eke|y to be on 
conference caff. 

The WBC president, Jose Su- 
ttriman, said that Lewis was 
robbed and criticised the In- 
ternational Booting Ihderatiotfs 
choice of judge s. “We opposed it 
because L Wiliams] lacks expe- 
rience and furthermore comes 
from the same country as Holy- 
field,” he said. “Vfe had a judge 
from BeMnm, but seeing Hojy- 
fiekfs advantage we swapped 
ours far ajudge from England.” 
But he said O'Conneff went too 
far in tiyingto appear im p artia l. 

“He was so honest that, de- 
spite the fact that our champion 


dearly won, he decided not to 
grevictorytoLewissotbatpeo- 
pfe would not think he bad acted 
in a partial manna;” Sulahram 
suggested 


Loughborough’s slam 


LOUGHBOROUGH completed 
a grand slam in the Mffton 
Keynes sunshine yesterday 
winning all four trophies in the 
Halifax Busa Hham p niwhip 
The surprise win was their 5-4 
defeat of the holders, Brunei, 
West London in ihe men’s final. 

With both skies consisting 
largely of National League 
players, it was not surprising 
that the pace was fast and fu- 
rious after initial sparring. 

Brunei, having wasted two 
earty penalty corners, were 
shown how to take them when 
Andrew Langtoods scored from 
Loughborough’s first and third 
In between, the forma- Great 
Britain striker Jason Lee 
dashed down the left wing to set 
up KulrajLiddartogive Lough- 
borough a 3-0 lead David 
Mathews, their captain, pulled 
a goal back for Brunei on the 
interval 

Jerome Goutfie stretched 
Loughborough's lead to 4-1 


J HOCKEY 


By Bill colwill 


Loughborough 

5 

Brunei West London 

4 


ear|y in the second half before 
Brunei fought back with two 
goals from Mathews and one 
from Paul Wtcken. Lee com- 
pleted Loughborough's scoring 
from a penally corner 
Loughborough won their 
fifth successive women’s final 
and their 11th in aH when they 
beat Birmingham 4-0 in an en- 
tertaining ii; at times, one sided 
game. Loughborough never 
looked back after Hannah 
Adcock gave them the lead in 
the 15th minute. Earlier Birm- 
ingham, wifo Helen Grant look- 
ing dangerous, had -caused a 
few anxious moments in the 
Loughborough defence in 
which the captain, Maria Mer- 
rigan, was outstanding. Jo 


Upton put the winners further 
ahead at a penalty corner in the 
28th minute before the tempo- 
rary suspension of Merrigan 
took the pressure off the Birm- 
ingham defence. 

Restored to a full comple- 
ment shortly after the interval, 
Loughborough continued the 
relentless pressure. Kate 
Shariand afterwards named 
player of the match, blasted 
down the left wing to setup a 
goal for Thuya Barnard and 
then scored herself three min- 
utes later. With the final shot 
of the match Grant scored a 
consolation goal for Birming- 
ham. 

Earlier in the day Lough- 
borough had won both second 
XI finals, the men beating 
Durham 2-0 and the women 
beating Cambridge 4-0. 

BUSA HAUfM FINALS IMUtM 
KHdO) Woman** Hnal: Unighoorough 

0 Loughborough 4. Men's Hnab Lough- 
borough 5 Brunet (West London) 4; 2nd 
XI IWlI; Loughborough 2 Durham 0. 


I Johnson loses Blue Jays job 
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TTM JOHNSON, the manager of 
flfe Toronto Blue Jays, yesterday 


BASEBALL 


ba0 career derailed after be 
Bed about his mffitaiy service in 
Vietnam He was about to start 
his second year with the Jays, 
bat has been fired by the Amer- 
ican League team and replaced 
by the veteran JknFregosi. 


Johnson r^xxted|yttdd play- 
ers and others privately that he 
saw combat as a marine in Viet- 
nam. However he taught mor- 
tar training to recruits going 
there but never saw service. 

The Blue Jays’ general man- 
ager; Gord Ash, said Johnson, 


fired after Toronto’s 2-1 exhibi- 
tion loss to the New York Yan- 
kees in Tampa, Florida, had 
been asked to take a leave of ab- 
sence. “After an appropriate 
leave of absence Tim wffl be 
given the opportunity to re- 
main with the organisation in a 
scouting or player development 
role,” he said. 
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Detailed independent snow and 
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firsc obtain the access code tor 

the resort of your choke. 
Phone or Fax 0870 SI OO 843 
(the fax fees codes for 180 re- 
sorts) 


Tb listen to the latest snow and 

wMherrepofK 

Phone 0901 47 70 051 + cede 


Fora fax copy of the latest snow 

and weather report: 

fiax 090S 55 00 080 + Code 


SKI HOTLINE 
SNAPSHOT 


to °SQS 55 00 SOI 


HefpHne: 0870 51 33 345 
&** « 0901 cwt 60p per min. 0906 


Resort Area 

open 

ANDORRA 

Comment Slopes (cm) 

Lw Upr 

Last 

snow 

Temp Forecast 

Artnsal 100% 

AUSTRIA 


100 

8.3 

1C variable 

HochpU1berglOO% 


200 

11.3 

OC Mixed 

ScMadmfaig 100% 
BULGARIA 

Excellent sfdfeis 40 

90 

11.3 

OC Variable 

tomporoM 100 % 

CANADA 


TZ5 

83 




235 

15.3 

-SCSfiow shwra 



215 

8.3 

2C Bngiir 


Great skBng BO 

250 

8.3 

2C MSStVcokJ 

AlUM 100% 

Goodsfcffng 40 

150 

8.3 



GrutakBng 80 


8.3' 

2C AWd KXM 


Lower runs Oraicen 35 

55 

11.3 

3C Cower 

women 100% 

UNITED STATES 

GreKsitHng 90 

400 

5.3 

1C Changeable 

Some 100% 

towder/M poteer75 

170 

14.3 

-4C Ooudy 
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SPORTING DIGEST 


AMERICAN FOOTBALL 

Edvard DeBarxto Jre, owner of San 
Francisco 49ers. has been sus- 
pended for the 1 999 season and 
fined Sim (£600.000) by the NFL 
for conduct detrimental to the 
league after he pleaded guilty to a 
criminal charge in his role in a 
Louisiana gambling scandal. 


PRB-SEASOM TOUR HATCH ( C » ^ 


. 8m, g ut dug of three): lancasmi 
205 for 7 dec (P McKeown S3); Wesiem 
Pmvince Academy 40 far a 


CYCLING 


Los Angeles has been awarded the 
NFLs 32 nd franchise over Houston, 


providing It can come up with a vi- 
able stadium plan by _ 


15Septembec 
IF not Houston wffl get the franchbe. 
which the league hopes can begin 
playing in 2002. 


to Sn 
): 1 J Svorada (Cz 
Rep) 4hr 22mtn Itsec; 2 G Maueo Fagni- 
nl Or): 3 G LomtwnJJ (It); 4 F Gufcfi (It); 5 
Z Klemendc (Seven ; GLMIChaelsen (Den); 
7MWUK(G^;8EIeonl (It); BAOnstran 
(It)-- to M Hwastpa (StoMn) all same ttme. 
IU o— rail il ■rnnii .0 1 M Bortoa (It) 
36hr Inrin 30sec 2 D Rebean (It) +9sec 
BSCareeOI (It) -f14;4LJalabert(R) +21; 


England Under-21 will have the 
Leicester Qty striker Emile Heskey 
back from injury to bolster their 
chances of qualifying for the Euro- 
pean Championship finals when 
they take on Poland at The Dell on 
26 March. 

BVQLAISD WBWWl SQUAD (* Poland. 
E ur op — Utdwzi OumplauUp, 
Sowaaraptoa RC, 26 Mart*): Ball (Ever- 
ton). Barry (Aston Villa). Bntdc 
i), nwqu (Lretls). Bridges 
Brows (Manchester Utd). 


I(lrt +l4;4LJ«labert(n)+ . 

S I Gonzalez (Sp) +30: 9 A Spezlketti fry 
1 mfciS6dec; 7 B Hamburger (Den) +3:57: 



BASKETBALL 
NBA; Atlanta 85 Indiana 79; Cleveland 86 


!C 7 B Hamburger (Den) - 
• C Jenner (NZ) SO Camenzlnd 

(Swtt) VL. to D Casarooo (It) ++C27. 


■•unc (Manchester Utd). Haadrte (As- 
I ygla). Iluhi (Leicester Qty). from 
Own), Jolnuu (Crewe), lanyard 
: Ham). L W a rahWl (Norw»ch)TS*Bs 


Detroit 82; Mart 94 Washington 85; New 
YbA 1 13 LA Oppera 89; W Lfters 1 


107 Mfcv 

nesota 101; loranto 100 New Jersey 85; 
Houston 101 Portland 93: Phoenix no Mil- 
waukee 92: Seattle 87 Vancouver 85; San 
Amonfo 121 Sacramento 109. 
BUMB5ER LEAQUIb Birmingham Bul- 
lets 91 EdWnxgh Bodes 82. 


FOOTBALL 

Hearts have awarded cheo- chief ex- 
eaitive. Chris Robinson, a new two- 
year contract despite a slump in 
results on the field. Robinson has 



been criticised by Hearts support- 
ers for what they see as a failure of 


iandbC Mad 165-102'to *fcsjjrsc 
E McGarvie be C CTGomwn A lOnWe 

bt D Baird 20-15: J Sykes be 1 MufhoUand 
34-15; A Metro bt A Mc&rtmeH 27-13; 
J Coniin bt J Evam 3M: L Wnm to« toS 
Bad Be 22-25). Enrivd be Wad lBg 
(Eng site Brae DTlunt lost »C OBoman 
I TllTlBesrall bt A MrtMnre» 

Hankln bt ) MutwUand 28-1 l; D AWwson 
bt J Evans 23-12: It Strutt bt S MBe 21- 

12: J ifoytecebc D B^^3). stwdjwd 

be S Oliver 26-13. A Christ tost. to j A d>- 
und 19-21; a Melrose 
1 4; j ConUn bt M teV>tT2 3- 1 4: E McGarvte 
tost to L Evans 16-28; J Sytas bt A Oefcuon 
28-13). 


CRICKET 
Sussot Will decide before the end of 
the year whether stay at Hove, their 
home for the last 127 years. Tony 
Pigott. the chief executive, saw the 

a^mioee were looking to toe 

decision as soon as possrbie as me 
County Ground is ‘folDng down 
arourS us*. PfeottbeUa ^ \ 
county would be “absolutriy craty" 
noc to took at an their options and 
any redevelopment of Hove would 
take at least 10 years. 

The England stow teft^nner Ashley 

taeSasbeen gweri 

go on tttowwshfres i pnMtason 
£ur of South Africa. Gite had an 
injection in his left heel after he re- 
2SSfrom the receitt ajwjw 
one-day series in Australia but has 
come through a final fitness test at 
Edgbasron 


lure of 

the Edinburgh club to invest in 
sufficient new players. 

Colchester United are giving trials 
do a Brazilian midfielder, Jose An- 
cunes Fumaca. and a French de- 
fenckr Fabrice Richard, fori i w ty with 

Martigues. 

Walsall have switched their top-of- 
the- table Second Division home 
same aednst FuBiam from Saturday, 
27 March do Tuesday 4 May because 
the Londoners have three players on 
duty with Wales. 

Motherwell have declared Saturday’s 
home Scottish Premier League 
meeting with Aberdeen at Hr f%rfc 
as ‘Ladles' day" with a reduced ad- 
mission price of £2 for an female 
supporters- 


.„ Paul i 

i (Mtatford). S tooBM (Everton). 
WITIi mi (Sunderland}. BMsfee (IpswIcJi). 
CZECH REPUBLIC SOUAP (Eoropean 
Ckimiiliiiurlihi Orsap Nlm q u a ll f l Bia w 
Ilthnanla. ItapBce, 27 BUrcfa. end Scoc- 
laod, (lurnu, 31 Mterch): fioaltaeep- 
cm: PMbua (Sparta Prague). SrnioeK 
(SnelTHd Wednesday). Ptedw Her- 
oak. VMau (both Sparta Prague). Rada. 
Weak (both Slavla Prague). Repka 
a). Suctw parak (Strasbourg), 
r* Bneek. Ihut. (bcMi Spar- 
ue). Berser (Liverpool), dzek 
I860). W ade ad (Larkfl. Mearac 
04), Pobonfey (Bcnfica). Stoo- 
dk (BanBc Ostrava). Sbrften: Mailer (Lnk- 
eren). Rofea (Nuremberg). Lekvenc 
(Spans Prague), Sotcer (fiC lens). 


pag ed l Um e s; Sat 27 Bran Ica wlc li i 
Stockport; ftsrt IMe v Wtacfonfc Grimsby i 


Wolves; Walsall v Fulham ( fot emoUraw l 
afrtys). 


ICE HOCKEY 

NHU , 

Nastrune2; St 


2 Dallas 2 ^t): Cal^ry4 


S PWaddpraa; 


POOLS DIVIDENDS 
UrnonODBMharaahdVlW 
of Tkm Hates' finaa petes 23) 23pes 

£574.566. 22 £1.894-3). 21 £87.05. 20 


TODAY S FIXTURES 


FOOTBALL 

7.30 unless stated 
European curammeaS’ cup 
OUWIBMWIU SECOND LEO 
Lado (4) V Pantontos pj) (7.45) — . — 
MaGablVtatt>(0) vlnk Moscow (3) (4.30) 
Red Mallorca (0) v Vbrteks Vbrazcfln (0) 
Uaterenga (0) v Oieisea (3) 


WSBOND LEA0UE CUP Foratti road; 
Acatngton Stanley v Gidseley UoOBa Hrsc 
Mtefon Cbp senMloal Hrac lep VWt- 

ton AJbton v DroyteOerr. 
nt MARTStS LEAGUfl Sostbeni US- 
dUOfl: Sc Leonards v Asbfortt 
PONT1NS LEAGUE Tbtrd Dhtate 
Wigan Athletic v Scunthorpe utd (2.0). 


HARP UGStNKnONAL 1EA6UE OF 
IRELAND premier dmsIok Bohemians 
V Br^ wandercn (7.45): DundNk v Der> 
ry aty (7.45). 

HYMAN LEAGUE SMOOd DMdM 

Bradmefl v Metropolitan Wkr. 1 


ICE HOCKEY 

SEHONDA SUPEKLEAGOE Play-orTs: 

Group A: Started Steeiera v London 
Knights (730). 


-frpphf fcnrtb rarad-. 'iiahtun v Yfiven- 
hoe; Southall v Marlow: Windsor 6 Eton 


y Edgware (7.45). Proa Cop fuuitii 
round: HfartWng v Carste ton Athletic 


OTHER SPORTS 
GOLft Surailngdaie Founomes. 


£15.95. Hair-cfane reradra OMdend (19 
ten DDtaBa) El 52.40. Rear draws 
£38.10. Ha home* £381.05. T 
£390. 

VCBNON5 Treble draace .. 
potaes 23): 22pcs £5^62.50. kl £48.30. 
2 0E9.05. 

ZK1IEM Treble Chum 23pES 
E3&3S055. 22 £61 JO. 21 £7. 2O90p. ftor 
a w e s £1. Elgfae Mates £610.10. Rear 
daw Ibrad dii wi) £ 2620 . Eao* Sbt 
E8. AD Draws treble Chaser (Tran Ml 11 
draw): 23pts £ 1 £30. 22 30p. tacky non- 
bmn. 34. 31. 18. 16, A 
BHrmEMS Treble Cbaaco: 22pca 
£1.021.37. 21 £730. 20 £1. Iter draw 
£1430. Five araa yjr £330. Beta homes 
£2730. 

RUGBY LEAGUE 

NORTHERN POKD PREMIERSHIP 
Fcecbanmme (10) 2B. MBdees (12) 12. 
Peatheracoee: nut BramaW. Doom 
HalL Lowe. Slater Goals Chapman 2. 
Dickens 2. —Mnes: THes Ofcddey Oevec- 
chU Goals Hewiu 2. (1,774). 

Hall Ktaeston Rovers (0) 8, Oldham (2) 
8. KaB U: lHes Hughes. Wrcntog. Oid- 
bara ire Bos rack: Goals Brawn, oilman. 
(2.080). 

WMeebaaea (10) 24, lancaskCra Mrrai (0) 
12. WtdtMmeii: tries Fortalofa 2. 
DmytrowsM. Mblsh; Goals lle tl ie iin gton 4. 
la— Ure Lync Tries Gee. P Jones; 
Goals P Jones 2. (604). 

P W D L F A Pcs 

Hull KR .......4 3 1 0 63 42 7 

Hoaetac - 4 3 0 1 97 50 S 

Tbrti- _4 3 0 1 70 45 G 

Utah -.4 3 0 1 96 85 8 

BaSof 4 2 0 2 73 42 4 

Hhfcabosen.A 2 0 2 84 60 4 

.3 2 0 1 68 46 4 

.3 2 0 1 70 54 4 

....4 2 0 2 90 76 4 

..." 4 2 0 2 54 70 4 

Uut.,.4 2 0 2 53 80 4 

...3 1 1 1 32 58 S 

..4 1 1 2 64 107 3 

.. .5 1 1 3 90 137 3 

-4 1 0 3 66 67 2 

Keighley ......4 1 0 3 70 75 I 

4 1 0 3 50 70 2 

m—4 ) 0 3 62 88 2 

RUGBY UNION 

ahoumirlsh mNDUfi Gloucester 25 
Cansff 30. 

CLUB MATCMB: ncteota XV 41 fitaal 
Navy 17: Cratened UwtonOB 23 Stsrey 4v 
TUESDAY’S LATE RESUIS Onb match: 
Scontsn Oborfca 31 French MStary 25. 

SOUASH 

SKA NATIONAL LEAGUE Ckrarter-Rsaiss 
Nonlagham 4 Edgbastee Men 1 (Not- 
cmviwni names firac S ftrte bt D Harrfe 1 6- 
6 9-1 S 1 S-3 1 5-13; D Emns tax to S Boswet 

10- 15 17-14 8-15 10-15; L BeadilO bt B 
Ball 15-14 1 5-91 5-1 OiJNIcoUebtC Leach 

11- 15 15-8 15-7 7-15; 15-10; N Grainger 
be F Geaves 9-5 9-3 9-1). Po tt er s Bar 3 
Chichester 2 (toners Bar names fine M 
Calms bt PGenever 15-7 15-3 15-12: 1 Hto- 
glns tat to B Gamer 5-1 5 15-1 7 10-15;J 
SsSsbtM Hants 9-15 15-615-11 15-5;P 
Carter lost coT Vafl 13-15 11-1 5 12-15; S 
MrtgM bt 5 Brind 9-6 9-7 9-6). GuOdted 
2 Hcrtteabcrlaad 3 (GGdfbrd names Brat: 
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TENNIS 


By Stephen wine 


WST YEAR pete Sampras com- 
plained that he was playing 
too much. This year be says he 
is not playing enough. After tak- 
ing a two-month break, during 
which time lie missed the Aus- 
trafian Open, Sampras rejoined 
the ATP Hwr last month. But in 
just six matches he has failed 
to reach the final in three con- 
secutive tournaments, 

“Pistol Pete" will try to get 
bock on track at the Upton 
Championships, which begin 
today. “It’s just a matter of get- 
ting the confidence back. It's 
going to take time, but I'm an 
impatient guy. I want to win 
everything I play" he said. 

Sampras, twice the Upton 
champion, brings a modest 
4-2 record and a two-match 
losing streak to Key Biscayne. 
He withdrew at San Jose be- 
cause of a strained tendon in his 
ankle. He lost at Scottsdale to 
Jan-Michael GambOl and lost at 
Indian Wells to Felix Mantilla, 
then lost the No l ranking to 
Carlos Moya. 

Sampras is seeded second 
behind Moya at Upton. The 
women's field includes the top- 
ranked Martina Hingis, Steffi 
Grai, the defending champion 
Venus Williams and her sister, 
Serena, who has won her last 
two tournaments. 

Many question Sampras's 
motivation at 27, an age when 
some players - Michael Chang 
and Jim Courier; for example - 
are in decline. Sampras spent 
much of last year mm plaining 
about the grind of the ATP Tour 
schedule and refused to play in 
the Davis Ctq>. He won his 11th 
Grand Slam title at Wimbledon, 
leaving him one behind Roy 
Emerson’s record of 12. 

“It gets harder as you get 
older,” Andre Agassi told 
Ttennis magazine. “And 1 have 
tiiis feeling that Fete is dose to 
the point where be’s just going 
to say: ‘Enough of all this.' But 
he’s certainty capable of win- 
ning two more Grand Slams.*' 

Sampras riainm he is not 
dose to quitting. He said the 
break at the beginning of the 
year left him rejuvenated and 
realty to reassert himself as the 
world's best player Tm not 
going to be done with this game 
anytime soon,” he said U I still 
enjoy playing. Travelling for 10 
years, 30 weeks ayeag gets a lit- 
tle tiring, but Hove competing. 

“These next four or five 
years, rm going to give myself 
an off season - two or three 
months just to chill out, like the 
guys do in other sports. That 
will hopefully help me to have 
a long career.” Sampras has a 
chance to regain the world Nol 
position this week Others who 
could emerge from the event 
with the top ranking are the 
No 3 Tfevgeny Kafehdhn; the No 
4 Alex Corretja and the No 5, 
Patrick Rafter 


P Johnson W C Writer 15-13 15-10 15-9: 
S Meads lost to T Hands 13-15 15-315-13 
2- 15 4-1 5; J Russell last to J Dale 8-15 12- 
15 10-15.AGran*btPMmngion 15-12 15- 
12 15-12: L Stephens lost to J Mvtfn 0-9 
0-9 2-9). UK P Mu«taS 5 Bovoo * Br- 
ttxr 0 (UK Radugine names /Vsr T Gar- 
ner be H SWM I5-T 15-10 15-1: J WrUtogs 
tx D Bradbury B-15 15-12 15-6 15-7. 5 
Conte bt G Davies 15-8 15-311-1515-10: 
LJefninettbtMGreenslade 15-8 15-12 15- 
1 4: L Qurman bt T MaRk 5-9 9-7 9-1 9-3) 


SUMO 

SPRING GRAND TOURNAMENT (Osa- 
ka) RMotfe day of 15: OMnode (won 3. 
tost 1 ) bt Asanastio (1 -3): Ka»n (3-1 ] bt Go- 
Jam (1-3); Tbkteuuml (3-1 ) bt Mbkanolo (2- 
2): Aunowaha (3-2) bt Mftoizumf (0-4). 

11-3)5 lto- 


CNyotenzan (4-0] bt OgtntehBd ( 
reryu (3-1) bt Huimte (1-3); 


Wfeobip- 


ms (3-1) bt Aogtyama (2-2). GaDvu (2-2) bt 
k* 12-2). I 


TbchtaowalW (2-2). Mioarafu)) (3-1) bt 
Mbkanesato (1-3); lochlnanada (3-1) bt V*i 
(2-2): TAmoiM (2-2) bt Itamakdsusa (1-3): 
AlunosHma (3-1) be Wgonouml |1-S Todu- 
Minna (3-1) bt Deflmo (2-2); Kaio (3-1) b( 
Noconowaka (1 -3): IhftanonamI (3-1 1 bt Ko- 
tonlshM (1 -3): OteU (1 -3) bt SiMsNnu 


tonbhM (1 -3): OtetaU ( 1 -3) bt SiMtena 

(I -3); MuMSbimaru (3-1) bt Terao (1-3); 
Kyokushuttn (3-1) be wakateian* M-31; 
fcoanouml (2-2) bt Tikanotuna (3-1). 


TENNIS 
GROBANK TOUR (SmomiI tttvTm 
teteo. Brat raand: B Gudzesak (iforksi 


b* J Cates IS ««) 6-26-0: PM^'(N«nj 


be D Sanger (Dorset) 6-4 6 - 2 ; "j Austin 
(Doran) bt B McManus (Kent) 6-04-6 6-3 

E Wood (Herts) bt C Lewis (S Utal) 6-3 6-1 ■ 

J Taylor (Gtoucs) bt 5 Harston (Esi»] 6-3 


2-6 &^W^Hteert(Md^btGAibn > 


M 6-4; T Greenland (Oran) bt P un» 
(Hants) 6-2 6-1: M EBames (Essex) btC hv 
gtam lUnalM 7-6. Mite 
m»t rocm di K Thomas (South viues) btG 
DMtarri (Suney] 6-2 6-4; l CoMnson (Oronl 
bt HmtlSWtaft 3-66-2; R hSSS 

(5uireyj be P Uicey-auder (Su&sra) 6-2 6-2. 


|today t s 
number 


26m 


The amount in dollars 
(£ 16 . 1 m) of the four- 
year contract extension 
signed by Tony BoseRi 
of Jacksonville Jaguars 
making him American 
football's highest-paid 
offensive lineman. 
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Keegan may pick Parlour 


HAVING TAKEN one of his 
teams to a 12-pomt lead at the 
top of the Nationwide League’s 
Second Division on Tuesday 
night Kevin Keegan will today 
begin the task of lift i n g the 
other one towards the summit 
of Group Five of the European 
Championship qualifying tour- 
nament 

Fblham’s chief operating of- 
ficer will thus reinvent himself 
as the England coach, and 
issues squad that begins with 
David Seaman rather than 
Maik Tfeyloc 

The bulk of the party for Sat- 
urday week’s crucial Euro 2000 
qualifier against Poland at 
Wembley will be much the 
same as the one chosen by 
Glenn Hoddle - but there are 
likely to be a few changes. 

lie most high-profile can- 
didates are Paul Gascoigne, 
who has not played for England 
since he was controversially 
dropped before the Wbrld Cup, 
and Chris Sutton, who was ban- 


FOOTBALL 


By Glenn Moore 


ished by Hoddle for refusing to 
play for England’s B side. 

Though Keegan said he is 
starting with a dean sheet, he 
is unlikely to choose either. 
Gascoigne’s form remains in- 
consistent, while Sutton is still 
regaining his match fitness. 

Instead, Keegan’s thoughts 
are likely to centre on another 
Hoddle reject, Ray Parlour; 
whose excommunication fol- 
lowed his alleged request fora 
“short-back-and-sides" as 
Eileen Drewery laid her hands 
upon his head. 

Hoddle’s favourite faith- 
healer has since denied that 
that comment was ever made 
but, whatever the truth of the 
matter; the shaggy-haired Ar- 
senal midfielder was dropped 
without even pulhng on an Eng- 
land shirt 

The 26-year-old may now 


get that chance under Kee- 
gan, which would be appropri- 
ate because his approach to the 
game echoes the caretaker’s 
own playing career for more 
closely than it does Hoddle’s. 

like Keegan, Parlour’s en- 
ergy and enthusiasm has en- 


abled him to make the most of 
limited natural technical abili- 
ty. After a spell in his early 20s 
when he appeared to go off the 
rails, he has flourished under 
the influence of Arstae Wfenger 
and fatherhood. 

While Parlour would be a 


useful addition to the squad, be 
would not solve England's 
problem position - the left 
Sank. This was hidden in Hod- 
dle’s system but, as Howard 
Wilkinson discovered against 
France, reverting to 4-4-2 high- 
lights the weakness. Thus the 


Ramsey breaks new ground 


CHRIS RAMSEY once an FA 
Cup finalist with Brighton and 
Hove Albion, has become the 
first black England manager 
after being appointed to lead 
the country’s Under-20 squad 
at the World Youth Champion- 
ship in Nigeria next month. 

Ramsey, 36, has worked 
under the Football Association 
technical director; Howard 
Wffltinson, since June last year 
and is currently the FA’s south- 
east and London regional 
coaching director 

With Uefa qualifications be- 


fonner professionals such as 
David Platt on their fast-track 
coaching courses with the FA 
in recent months. 

Ramsey said: “Whenlstart- 
ed playing, Z was among the 
first batch of black players in 
this country, lb be the first 
Hack coach to lead out an Eng- 
land side - 1 can’t tell you how 
much it means to me. Hqpefifay 
I can open the door and a lot of 
others wiU came flooding in.” 

"The higher profile I can 
become win be good for me per- 


sonally,’ " Ramsey added. “It 
will also be good for a whole 
community of people, not just 
theblack c ommuni ty but other 
prqfo gsinnals vriinhavetftheen 
significantly big names.” 

As a defender; Ramsey’s ca- 
reer took him to Swindon, 
Southend and Brighton, before 
a stint as ptayer-coach of 
Malta’s Naxxar lions. Since 
then, he has helped to coach 
Leyton Orient mid has also 
taken charge of the Florida- 
based Cocoa Expos in the US 
Indoor Soccer League. 


recent mentions in dispatches 
for Steve Guppy and Scott Sel- 
lars, both of whom were bought 

and sold by Keegan at New- 
castle United. 

Guppy is more likely to fea- 
ture. Whfle Sellars is playing in 
the Nationwide League with 
Bolton, he at least is in the Pre- 
miership with Leicester He is 
also in fine fonn and will play at 
Wembley cm Sunday. As neither 
are young - Sellars is 33, Guppy 
month -and both are 
uncapped, Keegan may be bet- 
ter served by recalling the 27- 
yearaM Jason WBcax, though he 
is presentfyoperating in central 

midfield for Blackburn. 

Other former Newcastle 
players are inevitably likely to 
feature in Keegan’s thinking. In 
midfield Rob Lee and David 
BaUy could be recalled after in- 
jury; though Lee Bowyer and 
Tim Sherwood will also come 
under consideration. At the 
back, Steve Howey whose Eng- 
land career has never recov- 



parlocur. Enthusiastic 


Robson has 


sights set 






on Baggio 


BRYAN ROBSON has lodged an 
ambitious bid to bring Dino 
Baggio to Middlesbrough for 
next season. 

The Middlesbrough manag- 
er flew to watch Baggio in ac- 
tion for Parma in their 
devastating 6-0 victory over 
Bordeaux in the Uefa Cup on 
Tuesday and has spoken with 
his agent about a move. The 
midfielder, experienced but 
only 27, has indicated an inter- 
est in coming to England for a 
couple of years. Baggio, who 
has been linked with English 
clubs before, will be offered a 
huge salary. Although he is 
nearing his sell-tay date in the 
Italian market, Parma wiU want 
around £6m for him 

Robson is already setting 
up a deal for Norwich City’s Re- 
public of Ireland forward, Keith 
O’Neill, and harbours hopes of 
bringing the Brazilian mid- 
fielder Juninho back from 
Atletico Madrid. Baggio, how- 
ever; would give Boro the extra 
dimension they have lacked as 
they slip down the table. 

Another striker; Raul Dal- 
glish, could yet pass O'Neill on 
the reverse trip from the North- 
east, as Newcastle United have 
received a firm bid for him 
from Norwich, who have had an 
approach to sign the 22-year-old 
Scot on loan turned down. 

Dalglish, who is rated at 
Elm by his dub, feces compe- 
tition at St James’ Park from 
Duncan Ferguson, the on-loan 
Louis Saha, and the Georgian, 
Ttemur Ketsbaia. 

The former Celtic trainee 
was signed from Liverpool in 
November 1997 by his father, 
Kenny, on a free transfer. He 
was loaned out to Bury and had 
to wait until September for his 
debut, as a substitute, for the 
Magpies. 

Manchester City hope to 
sign Alex Mathie from Dundee 
United The striker has had a 
miserable time in Scotland 
since his £700,000 move from Ip- 
swich Dawn earlier this season. 

John Harkes, who has been 
playing for Nottingham For- 
est will return to the United 
States this week and join New 
England Revolution. 

Liverpool suffered an em- 
barrassing 2-1 defeat last night 


By Ian Parkes 


in a friendly against the French 
Fourth Division dub, Boulogne. 
Although Robbie Fbwler and 
Michael Owen were not in- 
volved, the Airfield side still 
fielded eight full internationals 
at the start of the match, in 
which they opened the scaring 
through Patrik Bergen 

John Rudge, sacked as man- 
ager of Port Vale in January 
after 19 years’ service, will 
have his claim for compensa- 
tion for the remaining 18 
months of his contract heard by 
a Football League tribunal, 
following the dub’s refusal to 
make him an offer within the 
statutory 28-day period 

Rudge ’s case is being han- 
dled by the League Managers’ 
Association, whose chief exec- 
utive, John Barnwell, said: "It's 
disappointing that it has come 
to this. It’s unnecessary and 
doesn’t do the game’s image 
any good But it’s Vale’s pre- 
rogative to take it to a bearing.” 

The League introduced the 
concept of the three-man arbi- 
tration panel, whose decision is 
binding on both parties, at the 
start of the season. Despite 
numerous dismissals in the in- 
terim, Port \fele are the first 
dub to be called before it 

Phil Don, the Premier 
league Referees’ Officer; has 
blamed media attention for a 
sense of increasing pressure on 
the men in the middle. 

Match officials have hit the 
headlines in recent weeks after 
criticism from players and 
managers. The ever-increasing 
profile of the domestic game 
and the prizes at stake have in- 
evitably heaped responsibility 
on officials, but Don believes the 
intense scrutiny has mat- 

ters worse. 

“The media increases the 
pressure," Don said “Referees 
will go out there and do their 
job. Players and managers can 
only judge a referee’s perfor- 
mance subjectively. 

“Fife directives have made 
the referee’s job easier They 
have m andatory instructions 
which they have no choice but 
to apply. The trouble comes be- 
cause players aren’t adjusting 
their game.” 
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Chelsea train on the pitch In Oslo where they play Valerenga in tonight’s European Cup-Winners’ Cup quarter-final 


Allsport 


Chelsea given a frosty welcome 


A FEARSOME heating bill 
should ensure that Chelsea’s 
European Cup- Winners’ Cup 
quarterfinal second leg match 
away to Valerenga goes ahead 
tonight, but cannot guarantee 
that conditions will be any bet- 
ter than on their previous trip 
to Norway 17 months ago. 

On their way to winning the 
competition last season. Gian- 
luca ViaDTs team suffered a 
3-2 defeat in Tromso - despite 
his two goals - in a game that 
most people other than the ref- 
eree felt should have been 
abandoned as a second-half 
blizzard mndp conditions in- 
creasingly ferdcaL 

Valerenga, who are 3-0 down 
from the first leg, have had un- 
dersoil heating on for two 
months, but it was still an un- 
pleasant shock for the Chelsea 


BY STEVE TONGUE 
in Oslo 


squad to Leave behind Lon- 
don’s balmy spell yesterday 
and find two inches of soow on 
the ground. “After Tromso and 
this, the next time I want to see 
snow is on a skiing holiday," 
Vialli said. Things might have 
been worse. Shortly after the 
team's charter flight from 
Gatwick touched down, Oslo 
Airport was closed and one 
group of supporters arriving 
from Heathrow found them- 
selves diverted 200 miles south 
to Gothenburg. 

Chelsea have played in Swe- 
den and then Denmark in the 
first two rounds this season. 
Neither performance - a goal- 
less draw with Helsingborg 
and a 1-0 win over FC Copen- 


hagen - was particularly im- 
pressive, and tonight’s game 
ought to offer the opportunity 

for nvirp 

Chelsea will certainly wel- 
come a respite from the un- 
remitting nature of domestic 
football, following successive 
home defeats by Manchester 
United and West Ham. “Our 
form has been good but the re- 
sults have been bad,” Vialli 
said. The holders must do with- 
out their regular two central de- 
fenders, Franck Leboeuf and 
Marcel DesaiUy, neither of 
whom travelled to Norway. 

Leboeuf injured a thigh 
against Liverpool two weeks 
ago, and bis compatriot had to 
go off against West Ham with a 
strained hamstring Vialli said 
that he did not want to risk ei- 
ther player before Sunday 


morning's Premiership match 
away to Aston Villa, though he 
admitted the position might 
have been different were this 
another game at Villa Park- the 
venue for the final on May 19. 

Michael Duberzy and Ber- 
nard Lamhourde, who have 
each started only one match in 
the competition this season are 
the obvious replacements in de- 
fence for the French pair, 
though Andy Myers played on 
Saturday. Until recently Myers 
did not even have a squad num- 
ben and It would presumably 
give him a warm glow even to 
be a substitute tonight 

Rjarne Goldbaek, a scorer 
for Copenhagen against 
Chelsea in the second round, 
and the young Finnish striker 
Mikael Fbrssel are both ineli- 
gible. Vialli has no qualms 


about picking Graeme Le Same 
and seems likely to start tarn- 
self ahead of Tore Andre Flo. 

That would please Valeren- 
ga’s coach, Egfi Olsen, the mas- 
teituilderofNarweganfoatb^ 
who always had a place for the 
lanky striker in his heart and his 
national team. Til be pleased if 
Tore is on the bench," he said. 
T believe it will improve our 
chances of pulling offa miracle," 

That is no exaggeration of 
the Norwegians’ task. Although , 
Chelsea have not scored in 
three games since the first leg, 
they have conceded only one 
goal in five Cup- Winners' Cup 
matches, and ought to reach the 
semi-final without much alarm 
Staying cool will certainly not 
be a problem. 

OflOSEA (probable): DeGoey: Femer, Du- 
bwry. Lambourde. Le Saux; Petrescu. Dt 
Maneo. Wise. Babayans; ValB. Zoia. 


Palace likely to sell players 


FOOTBALL RESULTS 


CRYSTAL palace are likely to 
to be forced into drastic reduc- 
tions in their playing staff fol- 
lowing the admission yesterday 
that the club's debts are £22m. 
Around £2m of the debt is 
money still owed to Terry Ven- 
ables for his ill-fated eight- 
month tenure as coach, which 
ended last month when the 
scale of the club's financial 
problems became apparent and 
chairman Marie Goldberg re- 
alised he could no longer afford 
Venables’ lucrative contract 
The former England coach 
was paid his £750.000 annual 
tax-free salary in advance last 
summer when he took over, as 
well as being given a Mer- 
cedes, the use of a house, an un- 
secured interest-free loan and 
a cut of revenue from player 
sales. Palace anticipate a fur- 
ther ram will be needed to 
complete the severance, but 
whether Venables will receive 
anything depends on whether 
the dub can be saved. 


By nick Harris 


Palaces other debts indude 
15.5m owed to overseas dubs 
(including Juventus and Stras- 
bourg) in outstanding transfer 
fees, El .6m owed to domestic 
clubs (understood to indude 
Aston Villa, Liverpool and 
Torquay), a £3m overdraft, 
£3 5m in contractual obliga- 
tions to players, £2m to the In- 
land Revenue and several 
million pounds to an assortment 
of other creditors and suppliers. 

David Buchlen who is over- 
seeing the administration 
process that Goldberg initiat- 
ed a fortnight ago, said; “There 
will be some very hard deci- 
sions to make. That will involve 
cutting costs inducting the 
player pay-roll, which is ex- 
tremely high-" 

On top of the £22m in debts, 
the dub has trading losses 
(mostly wages) of around 
£500,000 per month. Players 
bought by Vtenables, including 


Craig Moore (earning £13,000 per 
week), Gordan Petrie (£6,000 
perweeto and the two Chinese, 
Fan Zfayi and Sun JIhai (£4,000 


highest earners at the dub and 
may be among those fifaeify to be 
considered too expensive for 
Palace to keep. 

Bucblec speaking alongside 
Goldberg, who called yester- 
day’s press conference, said: 
“These [trading] losses wfll 
need to be cut to allow the dub 
to survive in the future. That 
will be part of my job." He 
added that measures being 
considered could indude play- 
ers being sold -even though the 
transfer deadline is justa week 
away - and wages being cut 

Goldberg said yesterday that 
the eh* had assets of £l3m, and 
the true extent of Palace’s debt 
was £9J2m. The assets, howev- 
er stretch tittle farther than the 
playing staff (valued around 
£4m) and a 125-year lease on 
the Selhurst Park ground The 


ground is still owned by Ron 
Noades, Palace’s former ownen 
In addition to the dub’s debts, 
Goldberg still owes Noades 
nearly £Sm of the £22.8m which 
be paid for the dub last yean 

Despite Goldberg effective- 
ly losing £23m in the last 12 
months, he said yesterday he 
still wanted to invest more - a 
farther £L5m- to tide fee chib 
over during a dminist ration. 

“I beheve that daring the pe- 
riod of administration, I’D be 
able to make an offer to outride 
investors for them to take up a 
percentage of Crystal Palace," 
Goldberg [said. Tve gained a tot 
of experience that can be of 
great value to Crystal Palace in 
moving forward and Fve never 
been more hungry, amtatious or 
determined... My biggest mis- 
take was chasing the dream of 
the Premiership. When I 
should have carried an selling 
pikers to reduce salary levels, 
I supported TenyVfenables to 
attract more players.” 


EUROPEAN CUP 
QUARTER-FINALS 
SECOND LEG 

Dimbo Kiev 10) -2 R Madrid (O) O 

Shevchenko 80.000 

pen 62. 79 

Dynamo Kiev win 3-1 on aggregate 

Inter (0) 1 Man UM (0) 1 

Wgnrala 63 SchoJes 86 

79.528 

Manchester Utd wfri 3-7 an aggregate 
KMnersttwn (O) O B Manta, (3) —A 

31 ,500 Eftevberg pen 9 

Jancher 22, 39 
Baster 56 

Katserzlautem's Janos Hr into sent off. 8 
Bayern Munich win 6-0 an aggregate 

OiympiaJms (1) 1 JmrenUts (0) i 

Gogtc t* Conte B5 

Juventus win 3-3 an aggregate 
NAnONWlPE CONFERENCE 
For WM Green (1)1 Yeovil (0] * 

Drysdale J8 Thompson 52 

BG0 Patmore 80 

OR MARTENS LEAGUE Sosrbent Dt- 
«•*« Srackley O Ba/dodt 1. 
VnNSTONLEAD KENT LEAGUE Pre- 
rnler DMstaK Canterbury Oty O Green- 
wich Borough I. 

VNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE 
Rrsa : DhMoni East Preston 1 Chichester 
Gty 3: Hassocks 2 Langney Sports O. 
ARNOTT INSURANCE NORTHERN 
jaAGUE Hr* DMafaxt; Guisborough 
Kmm 2 Gillingham Synthonla 0. 
PWJTWS LEAGUE Second DtvWoo: 


AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION 
First DMsfcMK Brentford t Norwich 4: 
Brighton 1 Wimbledon 1: Cambridge 3 
Southampton 4; GUKngham 1 West Ham 
1 r Luton 3 Wycombe 1 : Oxford Utd 2 Bar- 
net O: Peterborough 1 Bournemouth T; 
Watford 3 Queen's Rai* Rangers 2. 

HU HARP LAGER NATIONAL LEAGUE 
Premier DMsfcm: Postponed: Finn 
Harps v SHgo Rowers. 

WELSH CUP Oaarterdtaal replay: 
Comvy Ubd 1 Ammanford Town O. 
DUTCH LEAGUE: Gambuur Lmiwarden 


teyUtO 3: Stafford Range's 6 Racing Whr- 
wick I: Bedworth Utd 2 Evesham Qal I. 


1 P&n UcreefS 11) ftyenoord 5 (Kabu 18. 
tomasson 30. Cruz 3i 45. Vhn Gobbel 35); 
NAC Breda 0 RKC Wtoa/wfjk 2 fHoogen- 
dorp 23, Exhttid 66)'. Fortuna Sittard 3 


SoottaTR MAIM Bashley 2 \t»te towri 
1; Ashford Town i Andover 1: Folkestone 

ITS? < ww ) 0: tound s town 

? 2: Wray Town i Havant 

6 WatertoOMlIe T . North Western Tfcdas 
rest Division: Nannrich town i 
2 Atherton LR 
O: Presoot Cables i Let* CSOeO; Ste*no-s~ 
'W 2 Atherton Cotliertes 1 : Yauxhall 
GM 3 Rossendale Utd 1 . Postponed: Boo- 
dev SallMi Oty. NorMCwMte E» 
Utaroi P re ml a i NiMmi n. .. 


Gjggslwug hEon W elfare v Buxton: Maltby 

v TTvrkW 


{Kool 7, Jeffrey 9. Hamming 2S) Utrecht 
2 (Robbemond pen tti. Mob 50). 


FRSamur HUtrat Boulogne 2 Liverpool 


TUESDAY'S LATE RESULTS: Uefa Cap 
Quarter-finals Second leg: Roma I 
Adetica Madrid 2 (Arirdco Madrid win A- 
3 on aggregate): Cetta Vigo 0 Marseilles 

0 (Morsefite win 2-1 on aggregate). Rf- 
nutn League FInt pha et on : Barton 
Raws 0 Staines Tbwn O; BMpcr %» Towm 

1 Berichamsted lawn 3. Grays MMctk 1 

HlicWn Town O; Laachsmead A Whytdeafe 
T: Maidenhead Utd I Leyton Pennant 2. 
Second OMstceu Banatead Athletic < 
VWrenhoe Town J; Bartons 1 Wndsorfi Eton 
0; Edgware Tbwn 1 looting AMteham 2; 
Henw Hempstead 2 Bedford Tbwn 1: Hert- 
ford Town 1 Northwood 3: Met Poke I 
Marlow Q, Wictiam Town I Harlow 'town 


. ... > » we: 

MordjRnrtoy United U Garforth townT 
DtoMon: Alfre- 
gn town 3 Eastwood town 0; Tralfbrd 2 

R^.M.?y? rig! r CdDC 5 Bu'stougb 2. 

f"*****f s epp SemWtaal fbriticg: 

Udgh 1 Runcorn 0. Mnst onload Kmr 

^ 1 ; Hro Bay 0 Fawershom 
Town L Uhl gport United Counties 

SUSgSS 


2; Wokingham town 0 Ixtehttm town 1. 
Third mbioa: Corinthian Casuals Q 
Dortong 1 ; East Thumadc Utd 2 Hornchurch 
3: Egtiam town 1 Lewes 1 RackwcO Heath 
t Epsom & End) fi: Kingsbury town 1 
TUt>ury 3 ; Ware 3 Southafl 0. Dr Martens 


gack jxxrt 0 Newcastle 1 ; H udders Rdd 2 
writ 0 : Rotherham 1 Shrewsbury 3: Scar- 
Notts County 0; Wtetham 5 Lln- 
eoln 3. Thlnl Dtutefen: Chester 1 Carlisle 
I: Bury i HuH 0: Chescerfield l Hartie- 


Premier pfirtooft: Htston I SohaJinSIn 
AS*"* «anderws i Halstead 

RnNnde 


J- quwter-fhMte Dar- 

lington 0 Bradford City 2. 


League ngdUod DhMns BlahenaB 1 On- 
rierfonl town 0: BtacwW town 0 West- 


rierfbnl town 0: Btacwlch town Cl West- 
on-super-Mare l: Reddltch Utd 0 

Stourbridge 1 ; Shepshed Dynamo 2 Htack- 




Five-try 
Rovers 
find it 
tough 


P<- 


rugby league 


BY DAVK HaDFIELD 


ercd from the irjuiy he suffered 
preparing for Euro 96. has 
found form at the right time. 

The biggest question will 
not be answered until next 
week. Having decided to retain 
Alan Shearer as captain, who 
will Keegan play alongside 
him? Michael Owen or Andy 
Cole? Since Keegan has been 
juggling Geoff HorsfieM, Barry 
Hayles, Paul Pesehisotido and 
Dirts Lehmann in his day job, he 
will at least he used to such 
ddlemmas. England will hope 
bis choice is as successful. 


Ffeatheretone Rovers 
Widnes 


League 
to fine 


errant 

clubs 


SUPER LEAGUE clubs face 
heavy fines ifthey breach a new 
code of conduct which is to be 
adopted at the end of this 
month, writes Dave HadfieKL 

Clubs responsible for blun- 
ders like dashes of colours and 
wrongly numbered shirts will 
have part of fear Sky TV pay- 
out withheld under the code. “It 
is a way of whipping clubs 
line and making them aware of 
their responsibilities," said 
Super League’s managing 
director, Maurice Lindsay. 

There is concern that the 
administration at one or two 
clubs is letting down the rest 
and that fining them is the ofay 
way of making them lift their 
game. Many of the require- 
ments will be based on the 
Rugby League’s “Framing the 
JUture" blueprint, which was 
published three years ago, but 
tbe new code, to be discussed 
by clubs on 29 March, wiH im- 
pose more specific standards. 

Leeds, already deprived of 
the services of Anthony FhrreB, 
fear that they will also be wife- 
out Marcus St Hilaire, Richie 
Blackraore and Adrian Moriey 
for tomorrow’s game wife 
Wigan. All three missed fee 
Challenge Cup victory at 
Widnes on Sunday and are 
rated as very doubtfoL 

Dominic Peters will make 
only his second start for fee 
London Broncos at Sheffield os . 
Saturday. The Broncos will 
also have Shane Millard back 
from injury and Peter GDI re- 
turning from suspension. * 




widnes Dronot quite haw fee 
energy in the bank to hold out 
against a fresher Featheratone 
Rovers in on intriguing tussle 
between two of the Northern 
Fort Premiership’s more am- 
bitious contenders. 

TWO converted tries in fee 
final two minutes made Ffeath- 
erstone’s victory look dear- 
cot but it had been a very 
different match in fee first hal£ 

If Featherstone thought 
that Widnes might be jaded 
from the start after acquitting 
themselves well for an hour 
against Leeds in the Silk Cut 
Challenge Cup quarter-finals 
on Sunday, they were soon 
disabused. 

Within the first five minutes, 
Steve Argent had split them 
thro ugh the middle and Hitro 
Okesene prevented a quick 
play-the-ball at the expense of 
a sin-binning and a penally 
kicked by Mark Hewitt 

Three minutes later; Paul 
Masson’s clever inside pass 
released Fhbien Devecehi and, 
before Rovers could get over 
that some dazzling ball han- 
dling ended with Jason Critch- 
■ley going over on the right, 
Hewitt landing his second goal 
for a 12-point lead before Qke- 
sene’s return. 

Ffeatherstone did not start to 
recover their composure until 
midway through the half but 
then began the long dimb back, 
Steve Dooler slipping through 
for their first try and their cap- 
tain. Carl Hall bouncing out of 
a series of tackles for their 
second. 

Richard Chapman missed 
both conversions, but a penal- 
ty narrowed the margin to a 
precarious two points at half- 
time. 

Richard Slater took Rovers 
into the lead for the first time 
on the hour when he found a 
way through a Widnes defence 
that was starting to look tired. 

That and a conversion from 
Chapman, who la ter went to the 
sin-bin with Jim Cassidy after 
a flare-up, would have been 
enough. 

But Nefl Lowe managed to 
battle his way over two minutes 
from time to make certain of 
the points and Matt Bramald 
scooped up a loose ball to in- 
flate the scoreline with the 
fifth fry in injuiy time. 

FoMbomoM ttanrs: Brjnuld, Stokes. 
HaD. Lwy. SimoncK- Coventry. Handler. 
Okesene. Chapman. Dickens. touiJ. Dewi- 
er, Slater. Sobsdcaxas and: Horsley: 
Amone. Evans. Lowe. 

WIdoes: Briers: Smith, Cntchley. Mans- 
ion. Monro; Devecdu. Hewtcr. Hansen. 
Cantlllan, Argent. Mann. Savetao. Cassidy 
SMbttlnina used: Hunter. Eyres. 
Nrfwoe? G Shaw (Wigan). 
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CHELTENHAM FESTIVAL 


29 


Backing losers in the perfect atmosphere 


ah^ard of privileged access at 
Cheltenham s annual jump raring 
canuval is the constant availabili- 
ty of worthless infonnation. No 
sooner has it been resolved to ig- 
nore all unsolicited advice than 
you fall into misleading conversa- 
tion. 
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For example, a personal seleo- 
n on Tuesday, one based on the 
conclusion of a friend who de- 



Ken Jones “ssS 


heavyweight title fight between 
Lennox Lewis and Evander Holy- 
field before admitting that it was not 
turning out to be one of his better 
days. 

A tall man, he bent dosec “But 
all is not lost,” he confided. "Pay 
attention to Galant Moss in the 
last because from what I’ve been 
told they have him well hazufi- 


was Norman Willi am son’s ride in 
the last, the Stakis Casinos Final, 
on the Irish-trained mare Gen- 
erosa. 

Until shortly after Istabraq’s 
marvellous victory in the Champi- 
on Hurdle my faith in Generosa as 
a saving bet was unahaheahte. It 


was then that I renewed acquain- 
tance in the un saddling enclosure 
with a well-connected, impeccably 
groomed Irishman who expressed 
strong views about the controver- 
sial outcome of last Saturday's 


Lata; at a vantage point high 
over the son-kissed course -I cant 
think of mazy more glorious sights 
than Fresfljmy Park in such weath- 
er - and in the presence of pre- 
dominantly Irish punters, I spoke 
about this with the friend who ad- 
vised Generosa as the saving se- 
lection. "It’s never a good thing to 


riiamge 3 ran-inmd T * he safo re*r 

olution had weakened with the ad- 
ditional knowledge that Galant 
Moss wasbeing sent out by Martin 

Pipe under the champion jockey, 

Tony McCoy. 

As they came to the last it ap- 
peared to all assembled that 
Gala nt Moss h ad been perfectly set 
out far the haul of three miles and 
two furlongs, but it proved too 
much for fa£m when Generosa took 
up the running to win by five 
lengths at (he handsome odds of 
12-L There you are," my friend 
said. "How many more times do 
you have to be told about the per- 
ils of idle gossip." 

Never mind, when a punter has 
nothing to complain about except 


the i m agined dishonesty of jockeys, 
the incompetence of trainers and 
the stewands’ indifference tn frmlK, 
he may just as well quit the game 
cold and stay at home and watch the 
history channel. 

If improvements at Cheltenham 
have left pun ters with less cause for 
complaint about the absence of 
creature comforts, the impression 
remains that they are never truly 
happy unless they are miserable - 
shiny in the seat and tissue-thin in 
the sole, unable to find a step to 
stand on or a winner to back, stony 
broke and sinking hopelessly deep- 
er into debt 

One of Cheltenham's many de- 
lights is to mix with a lot of people 
who are expert and hospitable mid 


impossible to grade socially A gath- 
ering united in a lovely landscape 
by tie horse 

People who have never risked 
money on a horse -and lost, and 
cursed, and gone back to the 
boards to bet the next race - will 
never understand wliat it is that 
makes racing so fascinating, so 
thrilling 

If you think it's purely about try- 
ing to fin da winner; you are wrong 
If you think it isn't a sport, you 
should think again. 

Watching Istabraq annihilate the 
field to become Ireland's first since 
Monksfield to win two successive 
Champion Hurdles you had a dear 
sense of sporting greatness. "Like 


all terrific athletes he's got dass and 
determination, " somebody said. 
"You get goose-bumps watching 
him." 

From the sound of it this view 
was shared by many in the audi- 
ence, their cheers carrying far over 
the rolling countryside. 

Even at long range, yesterday’s 
scene bad all the ingredients of a 
memorable sporting occasion. A 
couple of lunges did nothing to im- 
prove things personally but today is 
another story. 

With two fancies in mind it may 
be sensible to cancel news delivery 
and wise up to the fact that there 
is more misinformation current oa 
the process of finding winners than 
on any other topic in sport. 


\ 
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wn.i.ng Mullins knows the 
Cheltenham Festival and 
knows it needs more than 
sheer ability to conquer in the 
fiercest of arenas. The trainer 
believes Florida Pearl to he 
good enough and will wait until 
this afternoon's Gold Cup be- 
fore he discovers whether his 
horse also has the requisite 
courage and grit in his ar- 
moury This is not a conundrum 
he feces with his jockey 
Thomas Richard Dunwoodjy 
MBE has been talented fix: a 
long time now, but more than 


Richard Edmondson on the tough 
as teak veteran jump jockey who 
will ask favourite Florida Pearl all 


the right questions in the Gold Cup 


most weekends. In several 
days’ time he will pass Peter 
Scudamore’s career record of 
1,677 winners. Then he wQI 
kick on again. "Cheltenham is 
the first priority;” he said at the 
beginning of the week. "Then 
it’s the Gold Cup, Sen’s record 


longer be the leading figure in 
the pride, but he remains a 
character with whom fewmess. 

"He’s sfighflymeflawernow 
but maybe thafs his way of cop- 
ing with the feet teat he’s not 
riding as many winners as 
McCoy and [Richard] John- 
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ering level of mtensflyferou^i- 
out his career. It is probably 
traetimtDunwoodsrvroold gal- 
lop over a grandmother if she 
stood between him and the fin- 
ishing line. And that indudes 
his own. 

At tee age of 35, when some 
men are putting on chunky 
jumpers and -hang in g up their 
tankar ds behind the local har 
Dunwoody continues hisyomp 
through self-deniaL The Ul- 
sterman has ridden in about 
10,000 races, many times at 
weights unnatural for his 
frame. A lot of perspiration has 
come sprinkling out of that 
body down tee years as he has 
punished himself in saunas. 

Dunwoody has taken risks 
„ wife injuries and always played 
I'flevffishly hard on the race- 
course. Trying to go up his in- 
side is akin to swimming with 
the crocodiles. 

The old boy is, however; not 
as active as he used to be, 
though to suggest he is wind- 
ing down greatly is nonsense. 
He still rides more than most 
jockeys and is active in Ireland 


sights.’ 

Scu will happily wave Dun- 
woody by. He remembers the 
sacrifices it took to get there 
and that is not a land he wants 
to revisit. "Richard’s greatest 
asset is his (^termination,” 
Scudamore says. "I always 
thought Francome was ex- 
tremely brave, but calculated at 
the same time, weighing up the 
risks. Dunwoody and McCoy 
are (Efferent They dorft believe 
they can get hurt Their type of 
bravery astounds me. 

“Richard is very very com- 
petitive in what he does, but 
he’s a different person when 
you get him away from all that 
There are some sportsmen 
who are just ignorant pigs, but 
he is genuinely a nice fellow” 
There are some of Dun- 
woody’s colleagues who may 
not recognise this description. 
He is ruthless on the plains out 
there, and when he is wronged 
he does not stare his frustra- 
tion. Just recently he came to 
blows with Mick Fitzgerald in 
the weighing-room. The 
Belfast-born man may no 


ing-room colleague, says. "He 
would never admit it, but he’s 
had a mental battle with him- 
self to reconcile the feet that he 
is no longer champion jockey 
He’s given himself a tenring-to 
so he could come to terms with 
the feet that people say tilings 
about McCoy which theynever 
said about him.” 

There remains though 
sametiling of the grim reaper 
about Richard Dunwoody. He is 
hired on a contract killer’s 
basis to do a job cfimcaDy and 
efficiently. He still executes 
and expects to do so for three 
mare years to come. And when 
it is all oven he will still not be 
a man with whom to have a 
game of social tennis with bar- 
ley water at the change round. 

“He couldn't bear to lose at 
anything, and gets himself in a 
right state at the thought of it” 
Osborne says. “Whenever he|6 
doing anything competitive he 
takes on a slightly different 
persona. When you’re in that 
situation he gives the impres- 
sion be would rather (fie than 
lose a fitfle game. 


“Wfe’teanamgjetitive.buthe 
is excessive and, for example, 
he couldn't enjoy a ride imiessi 
he won on it The pressure of a 
race and tee desire to beat a 
man to tee line overrides the ac- 
tual kfokyou might get from rid- 
ing while you’re doing it But 
in retrospect, most of us can 
• come bade and think jeez that 
gave me a good ride’, regard- 
less of finishing position. 

Richard mnldn* f (in that, milage 

he won. Warning to him is 
everything.” 

They respect Dunwoody in 
the weighing-room. They ad- 
mire his tenacity, his sang- 
froid and the way he allies 
determination and ability. “I 
still think he’s technically the 
best rider rve ever seen,” Os- 
barne says. “McCoy is brilliant 
at what he does, hut Richar d is 
marginally superior on a tech- 
nical leveL 

“When you’ve ridden round 
with these guys for so many 
years yon get a completely dif- 
ferent insight into how they ap- 
proach the job, tbe way they 
ride horses. And you dorft see 
what Dunwoody does on a 
horse a lot of the time. 

“McC^s style is a bit freaky 
while Richard is pretty text- 
bode He’s a good model for 
anyone to copy. If any lad asks 
me who they should attempt to 
model themselves on, I say 
Richard. McCoy gets away with 
what he does onty because he 
has bags and bags of ability. 
People who attempt to copyliim 

will end up in a coffin." 

That is not a box in which 
we win be aWe to inter Richard 
Dunwoody’s race-riding ca- 
reer forsome time yet, though 



Art master Ttichard Dunwoody is technically the best rider Fve ever seen,’ says Jamie Osborne Robert HaMam 


the injuries are now less eas- 
ier to ride, his body regularity 
more colourful than his reac- 
tion to the wins at the momenL 
“Like the majority of jockeys 
mthew«0nng-nx)m,rmcar- 
rying an injury at the moment 


[a damaged right arml " he 
says. “It's not easy but Fm get- 
ting by. Fve been struggling a 
little bit 

“There are always degrees 
of discomfort when you’re a 
jockey and certainly a month 


ago I wasift happy about how 
things were. It’s a little better 
now” 

You don’t fool us, Dunwoody. 
You’d still be here if your arm 
were in a box in the British mu- 
seum. The pursuit of winning 


remains his oxygen and it wifi, 
be a part of him for ever. This 
afternoon Florida Pearl will 
answer questions about con- 
viction and application. A mas- 
ter of those disciplines will be 
in very dose proximity. 
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Hexham 


3M| 


HYPERION 

2.25 Chamwood Jack 3.00 Quick March 3.35 
Swan bister 4.15 Madge McSplash 4.50 Santa Jet 
5JS5 Ptiar Echo 


KEOGHANS NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
£3,000 added 3m 

-mo QUICK MARCH B3)EWhniu6ff2 

9 ARKAJG (tffl N Wngrtl 5 t1 a 

PXSV- BLACK ABBEY PQS>(V) R Ftrt 8 H 3 

26346 mffTLOD8E (7) JtanSTI 3 

OflSGNAL POINT ™ DUnttSI 3 

DCPP BRAE tSffl NHctetls 7113_ 

CUBA THE(XXJNTRYDON(Z7) K Maggn 7 11 3._ 


JlrBOsMin 
... B Storey 


-ASSttBi 
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OOWtt Soft (Heavy in ptacas). 

■ Laft-tand undulating cons of 250yd. 

■ Com to on mfewr mad 2m S of Haxham SjgpposiBd from town. 
Hntam station 2m. ADMSSION: CU> CS; Paddock £B |OAPs CAR 

nUUCftaa. 

nvmAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: l Umgo 23-91 (042%t G M Moon 21-83 

J Howard Johnson 12-96 f VU%\ Mrs S StnMi C-B3 f07%i 
■LEADING JOCKEYS: A DabUn 22^4 (262%). P N)u»n 17-83 (ZOS%; 
B Stony 1S-17B (64%). R Guam tW*4 (fSS*). G Cahill 1248 (17B%). 

■ FAVOURITES; ISSHttl (37%). 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME; Tlmbuddoo (450^ 


-7 dacJarad — 

BETTWQ: M a** March, iWita Camtry Don, 20-1 HH lode*, 33-1 ottm 
O oc'l DENNIS WAGGOTT BUILDERS HANDICAP 
J,oq l CHASE (CLASS D) £5,500 added 4m 

1 354233 RWSONSBOT® NHdOKtonCO i Hanl 5S 

LUhbo9113 MrBSbmtf 

JlnwSUB RGcMf 

9131 


2 2-430 SWMBSTW 

3 WTO BOU) AC TION 

4 8 MU 0 snsaepar 

5 006225 BNKGM “ 
6- FF3334 W88YBA.„ 

7 8P453 CAORLLON 
B -PP64B SPUNGLEA 



Ten] SHIRE BUILDING SERVICES HANDICAP 
— J CHASE (CLASS F} £4, 000 added 2m 4f 110yds 

■OW GAHJCBUEC21)(Ct UsS jrrfVl9G0 RWHmodD 

IPP5P TBBUCKTDO (D) JOhH V It 11 DMwrB 

fflPKS OIRLEY LAD (30) (D) N Mascn 11 n T1 RQdHt 


araun blazmg dann m (Q (D) j ftttuek 12 b 1. 
52236 SAKIAJET(B)^PF)GUMa»8Wtl- 


-B Stony 


8C5PP CUULAMEIAKE(9tytCD)UuKiatonBtt4. 
MPOO DAWNLADpQIUlWHbMiUllS. 


.GLl 


®PPP BOOKS DBJCHT pi) (D) R Fafiey 8 TO 3. 


-ASSmtt 


364453 RUjCONS FLAME 0JB^ (19) VUmpsnODl — IWMItaapn) 

45I-W JOEJADCB»PflMftomrixn)8»0 BHardog 

P5MF6 POLITICAL MANDAIE ff) Rffcar 6 DO Staytor 


MMeaghBrUOO 


JHJdnonOVO. 


-Rtfaktoaon^V 


C 300053 BROWMUTHKMGfiqCGartVVO- 
-12dactored- 


JtoJCnMiqf(5) 


A JLoeknoedfliOt 

"(13) R Ttan BOO 

dwtond- 


_llrJCimto)r(5) 

=SSM 


>251 FEDERATION BREWERY NOVICE CHASE 
(CLASS E) £4,200 added 2m 110yds 

390GF8 CHARNVOOO JACK (USA) (2Q U Ibdtnkr Q 11 3 BHwifee 

0PP53P HOWTOm0MGC30)SK«tMHBi9T13. 


AWrommSht Ktot Ttofandtapiniite: KtfyBm*a* lit OwMonSKWH 

3-1 Bokl Acaon, 5-1 KS** Bonk. 11-2 Panom Boy, 
7-1 PM Ota, 61 CadrfVoo, M-1 SfcWfc.33-1 Spftngto Bw 

FEDERATION BREWB1Y CONDITIONAL HCAP 


IHnw ■a&hc KM Hoe Mndfcap MlgHc Jbo Jeggw 9*f i2t, PototeW MtnWa 
« ab Bmmati nog sa ab. 

BETTING: 64 Santo JM, 4-1 BlRlng Dawn, 9-2 Bnnnialb Kins, 134 GtoflcBtoA 

M FMcnatoFtonw, 10-1 On toy Lad, 14-1 CuBww Lata. 25-1 «tow» 


14A5 


-B Stony 


F oe"] BUCHANAN ALE HANDICAP HURDLE 
- — i (CLASS F) £2,650 added 3m 


•mWSULR»80P4MnSaiih71f3 RW&Wi(5) 

sapffle TURKISH TDWEB «R Mod 8 H3 SlBtor 


(BOOPB SUBH CRSK (30) (D) V Thwpson 5 11 2 . 
5P-fiD0 Drumoonna (IQ PBaafnortBIIB 

-Bdadand- 


HrMItaDpaanB 

BGntonpTB 


HURDLE ©£3^00 mares 2m 

1 1R3DQS BITAIICS%TH BELLE (MN Mara 9 B0_—~ 

2 04040 APOUOSHAUeHia CBBOICGO J OntongTlS « 

3 U20FP2 MADGE MCSPLASH pc) (CQ) JM Jrflnon 7 fl tt 

4 OPOP34 DOLBLE BUCK 0 W Ktora 7 1) 7 

5 PSPF6 fCAT«WlSW»W1tw^pi10 


GFI^n> 


2RJFP1 PHARGCHO(S)P)LljiigDBfi5fta4— 
21P1 U8 ZAMHAHSH (USA) (13) (P) R FM 8 6 0- 


3 02UB PUH6FQN(B1) (EQJH Johnson 9 116- 


B 


.JIHomcta 


BE11INU;47agn»fi^J«^4-1 t l u wyo «Mifl, g-1Taridah , Bn^la-1 Pranv 
.2M Stan Cnnk, 33-1 Sul Fdmo 


Daubta Bock. 33-1 1 


-0036 FWE RAGS P8)(D) 1*3 SSmltfttl 1» T1 . 
30S3U3 PAfBUQr STREET (2) W Kan? Oil 0- 
330P-P TOBYM NRfchaflB6t1 0 


rBGtoaon (7) B 
j4Homcfca(q 
-AfHaorftofS) 


S Stony B 


-_B Honing 


r.B-1 


BETTING: 2-1 ZanhanM; 62 Ptwr Esta, 4-1 Fbo Raga, M ITAiUay StraaL 1(H 
Packman, 2IM TObf 


RACING RESULTS 


CHELTENHAM 
Going: Good to Soft 

240: (anfifFtaysi iSirAtenceNart* Hutota) 

1. BARTON L Wyor2-1 bv 

2. Artadotn Lad M A Rtzgareld 28-1 

3- Wnflton Run G Ibnney 100-1 

Atoo rare 11-4 Ateeandar Banquet (TBi), 8-1 


4J<fc (4m National Hu* Amateurs Cteae) 
1. DGEJAVDEE Aft A Martin 13-2 


Behrtean (8th). 11-1 Ffesh Remark (12th). 
M-1 Goodtkne Goan 


LINGFIELD 


HYPERION 

1 -50 Statistician 2 J 20 Best Quest 2J5 Krystal Max 
3.30 Tear White 4.10 Law Dancer 4.40 Sheer Native 
15 Desert Invader 
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MUb ewapt kn - autada 
ADVANTAGE: Low best m to 1m. sapsotoly ftwfiH 
■ B^teackautoBs; toft-hind, aharp undutadne coins. 

to 8E o( town on B202& Lfngflatd stsOwi (iwvsd by Londcn, 
"**^4*wax«mJU)MISaON:OiwancSa^ CAR PARK: 
^afewnwnderlraa 


o ori l CUSTOM CARE COMWWCOMMUNlCA'nONS 
CLAIMING STAKES (CLASS E) £3^00 added 7f 

U BROUGHTONS MIL (22) W ” JlCocfcnroll 

5KM3 KJB4N0 f!4) QL Jtom 5 B 
OB422 SPEDY CLASSIC 


NESTLE FDODSBTV1CES HANDICAP (CLASS 
iLijll C) £fi, 000 added 1m 2f Penalty Value £5^15 

KJ*nafcn4BG i -DHolmdS 

i6sn. 




1266*6 ANOMTDl 
400040 BESTOUS 
000234 PSOCLES 
3«» GSHJSd 
300650 PfflMTEH 
,00040 C0URTTC7 
-02064 PUWGAZI 
40000 WSSSKVE 
-60005 PEARnrOd 
44 TUFAMORE 


USD ACfartcB 

JDaso McKeosn 2 V 
j S sa an aya 
,TQdM4 


BETTINttU-l Anofcato. 94 



1 tnsz wwnwaiti 

5-BE PWJSTARjjq 

-«EB6 RULED TO WT | 
53-00 BANK Oft HM| 

60tHD IBIRTRiaGd 
20005 SEA DANZIG 
amo- ASRRANTeM| 

450- 

400-11 LAW DANCER (1^ 
2QM3 NKMrRYBTUq 
| 0-121 SOUGGVS|S| 


Suteesn DSw o nayPE 

.) N Lttnodon 6 B H JWaBB 

IGLMaas4BD J Oaten 7 


1896. 


_ACQIsn10B 


IMBM492. 


JlBrtokiKl(7)1 

._M FUmS 

J) ttoydM (7) 4 

liuHaekMim: 


._DWBten(l)i3 


FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

II LEADWQ TRAINERS; Q L Mow* 9S-680 (118%), M JofSWWi 49- 
^^^H*n«to-»9^(r2S%),MtaGKaaw^4J5^33fQS%) 
SiSfT 10 JOCKEY ^ A Own 78-621 027%), J WMvsr 7EW22 
gj* j .— MW 65-563 tW5%L R Cochisnd 57-356 tBV 
5^^^^2232(333%). 

y^WftB TEOaBSr-TlMfc Courtnaqr Gym (220). Shogun (MO). 


, „ ... ,7-1 Broughton* IOLB-1 

Khateo, Thtemore. KM tat Quest, Pwfcle#, 281olliaB 

DK UK CLAIMING STAKES (CLASS F> 


-5Z3B3 K CM SAGA fUSA) PU CT.P ftl goyna 7B3 

BETTWGrT-a... 

Sm Dandg, 10-1 


4 813 MHBaS 

(Q9 P WdBl 3 8 fi RCodnoaH 

j: Norton 9 B 


2 TMoyteE. M PMI*teA 132 Btok On Kn, Bosom Oman, 14 
ID-1 FAdin rtt, Mpbaa Danraw, L*» Qazat l5T Wham 


2.55 


£2,750 added Bf Penalty Value £2,107 


4.40 



PHHJPS BATTERIES AMATEURS HANDICAP 
(CLASS F) (Dlv 0 £2,750 added im 

WWHfteSHARMOttrpiJjqRk^aniaiiT Ifr R Coast (3) 5 

WO A^^UR(23)(CD)OL»x*Bfi113 AlrDOWdonR6H 

MPI»teLS»*b»6ii i^jaiNiWModpjA 
^ « W W Join 7 O O p«j Jto A Ewna p) 12 E 

JkOBtMfKTI 

jg! NrBKamtotonpjTO 

^amwcroaspaiitftiies^ itesRciado 

SS^E« Jf ^ 4l0:i W J*r« LPmrea7 

Sa Mte.Rfcto.9 


111182 KRYSXW. MAX fU) (CO) T.JfsAJDO— r- 

(XK-40 MUlAS/mWAR(«3)(CU)M Anders 5 100 PDoaCTSB 


0-4Q3 BALACEGATEI 
OteCM BOUKYCLUT 
200W) AFTER EKWlI 
500132 CHALUZfU)(D) 
06000 WHe Zld? (471) 
&3W5UGHrBi 



(CO)GLMecrt384 

-8 [factored 

BETTO® KWyaftfttt. « Pd» 

Bntza, M MdtettwwM; 10-1 After 


^ J Barry 80 1) — _ 

LdWwJonb96 

5611 S Drown 4 


nt=S - GROUP CLAS SIRED STAKES (CLASS 
D) £5^50 added 1m 4f 

S5 aaBgagBfg SW 

2».OSH(Xa»IPT)raK Bute488 D Ow maySE 


S&«J UAHTHA 
0005-1 SBRlWnVE(1 


IteB 
. BHbS 
-Sdacterad- 


37 


-KStad(S4 


JRBrtotoadp)! 


BETTWG: 64 Smr Nftk>, S-2 8pm Race, 11^ 4^ Bntn% 8-1 odm 


'CHMChate,tlB« 

m«tal 

EES UGHTNING HANDICAP (CLASS D) 


i zr -T- g -1 PHILIPS BATTERIES AMATEURS HANDICAP 
5.10| (CLASS F) (Dtv IQ £2,750 aided 1m 

. mke h ™ a Rsth a a 7. Uhg flrldaB f—hnnu Efl 3 


l oon ] EES UGHTNING HANDICAP (CLAI 
£5^50 added 5f Penalty Value £3£5G 


w 1 — — ^MMansmaos 

NI&lABHwil^(i7}NUiBtodM69i3.^ u .llrLRtddDcfc(7)1 

kmh ii ITrhn te r. 134 Ktow Har- 
”^ ^^ 1.10.11(881 (fatoMLaifa 12-1 ntoaa 


00-tU SCMKmfM) 

oomo- assoaMi 

-2HD4 TEM1MMIEW 
owo- awsuiurfrt 
UCU MLACKATEJM 

RWaYBlUVE 


DQnpraneeO 
IVSoaraOBO. 
iTMfc59A 


JLCateanaA 


NUttradenSSB 
J Bony 689 


T1 CochantS 
J Otdon 3 


5 

| ^0 TOdScK HUU&to) j R ftaJtol 7 11 3. 
r nrunn caims IFH) (21) AB JBrriBorO fl 0 

EO 


3 

, -- B 

,C Sand (7) IQ 
_JteLPoarce5 
JgrDMdaarTV 


, ,JSn«*w(7)7B 

IghTtewAW. .■-■■■Taflil 


^BBB«»|BKfe===SBSS»! - — — / 

i^aaass!S*aBr^“ 


MhanH P 

BETTWQ: 

ItotertoflU ito». 


I) (CO) UteG KekMay 97 B--C Itog to \ | 

_ JJ K hay ■« 7 — C Otti P) 8 B 

r»mXJ&«vB7tl RBtf*ffl{7)6 

-SdRtend- 


own uamuftjA 
Sot aonoe m) (Oi 
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> (10th). «-1 Arctic 
» Road (4th). 28-1 
.33-1 (3nM«*By 
. >). 40-1 Castfa Owen (14th), 50-1 
i (Bth). Wlrw Gaidan (8th), B8-1 
Nduvbqu Chnval (13th), B6-1 Ttea-Brogon 
(1501), 100-1 Haros Fate! (1101), 250-1 Uoitf- 
stortB MagneA (puBud up). 

18 ran. a 'h. 3‘b. A 1 A. V*. 5 18 , ft A ?h. 

%1'A.d tot ^fanor chestnut gakting by Port 
Ettenm out ot Pasnuts. fraaiad by T East- 
artsy at Mutton tor Startoy W Cterio). TWa: 
J2B0£t5a tssa ESS0Q DF:£flm CSF: 
£0135. THcast £3898,14. NFt CnnSnal htt. 

2^5: (am Ouaen Mother Champion Chase) 

1. CALL EXfUDUUMs JH A FKxgeratd 7-2 

2. Edredon Blau A P McCoy 3-1 rav 

3. Dlract Rout* N WBItamaon 11-2 

Ateo ran 8-1 HI Society (9th). t)-1 Ask Ism 

K ith). IT-1 Ctibato (9th). 1S-1 Kadastrtd 
«H), 20-1 Utfioan pW). Pattton (3th), 
40-1 Green Green Desert («i). Or Royei (m- 
iuaed to raca), 50-1 Cumbrian Chalenga 
(Mi). 68-1 Load Dorcei (puDed up). 

13 ran. VA,3V>. 3'A. I'Aftsh-hd, ft Vs 3ffa, 
ft (Wrvivrgniy gating by BefoloUafCtior- 
ty Season, trained by P Mdwfc at Shepton 
Mafiat far Uck Cobun, P K Barber, C LawtaL 
Tbte: OMO; £22ft E20a £250. OF: £G7U 
CSP: £1205. Wcnffl: £5057. TTUeas: EAS30, 


2. Riot Leader Mr A P amp — y IP-1 

X SprATTMtanaroncaMr P Httonay 13-2 
Atoo ran: 6-1 tarPorym ore Mbtfaih). V-l 
Actln Tteie (5lh), Tl-1 Wtetoylterror (faU). 
12-1 ivy Boy (8th). Lady Moskva (9th), 14-1 
Pattern (putted up), 1S-1 Smica (uttsaat- 
Ddrldar). Stormy Session (pul lad up), 20-1 
Stanley Steamer (10th). 25-1 Cauls Rad 
(pulled up), Lothian Commander (putted 
i*>}, Snaraigore Warrior (ptdtod up), 33-1 
Bnmmto Returns (unaaitod rider). No 
Problem (Bth). Oneanflieequartera flruflad 
up), 6B-1 CMargotel (ptded up), 200-1 Be*, 
able BBon (7ih). lMfeVtonate (puOml up). 

21 ran. t*. 6, 7, ID, T1 7, 'ft, 3. (Winner 
beygeUngbyCarfngfoidCBstiBOutatLon 
And fcflunosa, trakied by M Houngan ta ke- 
tandfbr Mra M Davkie). Rite: CB90; £25U 

caaft sana of: Escaa csft ssoaa ino- 
wconssa, 


SOS (Bii4f 10yds Mttnay Of Hate Htap Chesft 

1. UAJADOU A P McCoy 7-4 low 

2. King Of Sparta C Maudo 33-1 

3. Wiyrnd King — R Dunwoody 25-1 

4. Tha Outback Vltey R Wateh 10-f 

Also ran: f>-2 Hoh Express (WO, tMTkfe- 
brook (puRad up), tZ-1 Boankoom Shuf- 
fle (7th), 12-1 listen Timmy (13th), 16-1 Or 
Bones (9th), 20-1 Naoriy An Eye (M), Nonh- 
«n Stmf^it (10H1), 25-1 Pate The Parson 
(11th). Soweto Like Fw (eah), 28-1 Al The 
Aces Dark Stranger (12th), 40-1 

Phlpa Woody (5th). 50-1 Bells Life (14th). 


iSS: 1. WHS4 WARBLER (AS Smih) 
2.HoanBgMar5-i;&lbaPfcieh4-i ter. 
12 ran. n 2 */j. (Mrs P Robeaan). Tbta: C&70; 
532ft 52flft 050 OF; £3050 CSF: £«3ft 
THcasc EV234. 

3J0: 1 . EARP (Mss P Robson) 7-1 : Z Cap- 
tain Biggies 5-1 : 3. ABto totamadontt 7-4 
tec 8 ran. V.-. 7. (FMurtagfil Tbta: Ct220; 
£33ft E16Q CL20 OF: CiaiQ CSF: 09X1 Th- 
ant: i flopp , 

4.10: 1. T1LJV (Gary Lyons) 8-1 : 2. &unga 
B-i; 3. Sob* The Day 2-1 tav. s ran. iv,. 
I’A. (A Btraetefi Tbte: E&GO; Qlft C2.7ft 
nm OF: £2320. CSF: £5132 Trcasb 
£12083 

4.40:1, TROUBLE AHEAD (R Wiikley) 5-t; 
2. No Mora tteaate 1Q-It tar. 3. Vhafaarry 
20-1 4 ran. ft cfet (K Botoy) Tata: £2.70 
DF: £W CSF: E2B2, 

5.15: 1. TTSOrftyME (S Kafy) 2-1 ten 2. Ttoi- 
nal H» Lad 2D-1 : ft Mtatama 20-1. 12 ran. 
2 13 (Mss Vbnetla VWSams) Touc 000; 
CWft EMOl £ 250. DF: C8560 CSF: £5142 
NR: Ouaftalr Survivor. 

Ptnc ap ot £12170. Q u ad p ot s £000 
Placs 6: £0629 PteCe 5C £4087. 


66-1 Coilton (15th). 
18 rm. 1ft i*. nk. Vs : 


3.15: (ten 5f Coral Cis Handtoap Huxfls) 

1. KHAYRAWANI F M Barry 18-1 

2. Mnonflaid C ODwyar 33-1 

3. Geoaroaa — ~T p iteacy 12-1 

4. Dan pour C FSwn 14-1 


Atoo ran: 13-2 f» Aichtea Footage BSth), 
Tl-1 Easter Ftoss (ted). FertatJifa part}. 
14-1 Gatflax (20tf^, Kates Charm (29th), 
Master PVptai (10th), «-1 Robbo (21aQ. 
20-1 Kkigsmark (28th). Pater Prospect 
(18th), Snow Dragon (Kb), 25-1 EBuKtonta 
(7th), Caste Samp (i«h). Supreme Lady 
oa to), 28-1 Fartadas V (i«h). 33-1 Oom 
BeWteio (17»), FtetoAe («M. FW*i Joal- 
9. Rartiow Renter (2*h), Reinweteh 
. 40-1 Alegatan (Tim). Bttdtar 
. , Batter Offer (12th), Chahr^ar Du 
19th), Sa Agapl Mou (22nt^»-T 


.3, x 'A, shJid, I'A.ft 
ft 'h. n ft (Ittnrwr bay gelding 
CBdoudBfaJtcfUBj&fon. traned by M Pipe 
at Vfetogton for C M, B J 5 R F Batlartiam 
I) Tbte: £240; £150 £840 012ft £2.10 DF: 
nSAO CSF: E6183- Tttaaac C1P655B NR-. 
Undents Lotto 


540: (2m TtOyds Champion Bumper) 

1. IIONSK3NOR B Powell BO-1 


2. Golden Alpha 

XI 


. JL P McCoy 7-2 


. Corcoran 2S-1 


NEWTON ABBOT 
Gotng: Soft 

1 .55: 1. TRUE FORTUNE (R Mdgar) &4 
ten 2- Rochy Me 4-1; a. Bruah Off B-t B 
ran. Diet cSSL (V Dartnaft Bamsteple) 
Tbte: £2®; EL40; £200 DF: £840 CSF: E75L 
225c 1. BLUE BLAZER (T OCcnraO 84 ter; 
Z. The Under 0-2; 3. Ftefenouth Bay 13£ 
7 ran. I'A, U |R FroaL Bucktasdetah). Tbte: 
£220; £180 £280 DF: £BGO CSF: £1125. 
3.05: 1. STEP IN LINE U Frost) 5-1. 2. Banp 
KM: 3. Heating Mandate 5-4 tei 7 ran. 
ft 7. (R Rost BucMasUfligh). Totn: £550-. 
£190 £230 DF: £1770 CSF: £4fiS 
X4S: 1. ORIENTAL STYLE (P Karwy) 
TO30: 2. UaBtoe M; 3. HoMItour Ranke 
3-1 7 ran. 3-1 )t tw Cater Squm (Bh). 

'h. W. (G Batenc FvWd). Iota: £430; £180 
£31 DF: £-020 CSF: £OffL 
420: 1. LTOQTX (T Jerks) 9-4 ter; 2. Hn- 
lan Bak 9-2; 3. Border trader 6-1 13 ran. 


toraydtm^ss j), Pier Less Haute 


. nk. ft sh-hd. V*. 4 4 '/«. I'A. 'A, 
Th. rlt Th, TA. 'A. a ft ft 'A. I'A. 4 'A. 

ffh. \ nk, 0. 4, d«. (Winner bay or borwn 
fCaaiaonnvtoflQvJyb, i 


i Ctnsiift Co KMare in 
nal roto: £29Sft £E2Q 


cnks; 

Mandfar J P McManus) ‘ . . . 

ETEa £80 £280 OF;£W8SO CSF: 04322ft 

THcast: C528423. THttCtK Not wsm 
£007031 carrted fenwud to ChBtertttmaB 
today. 

35Es OmlfRsya ftSuVIraa NotoOtoBN 

1. LOOKS LiCETROUBL£-P Carterry 1S-1 

2. Lord Of Tha River -A P McCoy il-a 

3.1 

Atoo ran: 54 fev Nick Dundee 


S M 

8-2 

J? 

(tom. King* Banker {Utft}. 25-1 U** Say 
(4th). 33-1 Houaa Captain (piAKl up). 50-1 
Samuai WBdarapin{pufl«d up). 66-1E*- 
aeuBw Wnei touted irt.lOO-1 AitentScott 

tatted -OO-i Anttw (paw up). W-1 

Oplimtom FteteH (wtoeattd rider). 

14 rpa. DiaLS I’A. 7- Wnnvtara* W? 


Atoo ram fl -4 ter BOverdn (18th), Tl-2 
Alexander Prize (Bth). ii-i Means Sato 
(20th), Sorts Emperor (Bth), 12-1 (ngortsh 
(14th), *-l Blywfl (8th). 28-1 Batot-K (5th). 
Barney Knowa (10th). Frosty canyon (7th), 
Toggi Dancer (13th), 33-1 No Forecast 
(25th). VsnBa Men (10th). 40-1 Matt HoL 
tend {23rd). Ouaene Harbour («h), 50-1 
AhaMno (18th). Baccarat (12th). Batemora 
(91 at), MysIventourfealB (22nd). 68-1 Afl 
Arttn (15th), Otthan filth). 100-1 Enboma 
(24th). 200-1 Caraptoo (1701). 

23 tn. 1 'A. ’A. 4, Z M. nk, \ \ 'h, 1'/ s 2. 
3 7, & 5|,4,2.1A, ftlnftlftft ten. (TWff- 
narchevntfgakBngtiymivlMdoutol 
Doonayto Oaiflfter, tralrod by MWmonoi 
L^jper Lamboum tor Makaton C Denmark) 
lota £8820; £M20 l£ 2JQ £730 DF:£2B82U 
CSF: ES5.14 Tricasc £430465. 

Jackpot- Not won; £17US82& canted tar- 
ward n Cheltenham today. 

Ptacapot ElflOaaa Quadpot: £2WBQ 
Place 8: 0079ft Ptace & £12057. 


17. to. rr Gaoraft Stroud). Idte £350; £170 
£1BQ 02ft DF: E 


: £900. CSF: Elisa 
4^5:1. TICKET TO THE MOON (Mr A Far* 
rang 3-1 ; 2. Rylng Mterla S-i : 3. Hatta Man 
11-2. 14 ran. toft far Marehra Morqus 
(puflad up). 5. 2- (Mrs Janrta Scott Naw- 
ton Abtwa Tbto: 080: Elflft ElBft £2*1 OR 
C10&Q. GSF*. E224L 

130: 1. OPTIMISTIC THINKER (TJanhs) 
10-1 ; 2. Mr Porfacta 3-1 ; 3. Broohtte 20- 1 
7 ran. Erene fav Charts Chano «tw. *. 2h. 


EsBna favCharte Cheng (ftth). 4 
(TGeragB. Stroud) Tbte: MBtbn, £230. 


DF: CTlOQCSF: 

Plaoepoe EBftga Quadpat £2ft7U 
Plaea ft £17SOl Ptaoa 5: £0882. 


HUNTINGDON 
Going: Good to Soft 
1J»! 1. DUNSTON HEATH (W 


ton) W-l; 2. toeftydonay Bay 0-1; 3. CcJ- 
an. 5-2 ter Ftaal Rns (4th). ft Z 


Mott T Chance at lamtooumi. . ^ . 

Conference ft Incentive TW Ltd) 

£1730; EftBft Etflft £480. DF: EMHXlCSF: 
C8ft88Thcaet E200SSR TWecta: £B7«4Q 


wan 3-1 9 ran. . . . 

(B Laavy). Ibta: £1690; £2801 E20ft £150 
OF: QSftTft CSF: £t30M Trtast B4BBJ7. 
220: 1 . ASHGAN (R WUtoy) t»S). 2L Bun 
Out to-i ; 3. Anugraha 60 >l 17 ran. s-21w 
Audafitet42'A. (Ian WMaiTOLTbtarCMO; 
£1flQ £22fl £350. DF: £20Bft CSR £33» 
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Pearl has lustre of majesty 
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AS they celebrate in the ce- 
lestial drinking house, the hud- 
dle comprising the likes of 
Artde and Golden Miller may be 
preparing to induct a new 
member into their executive 
ban 

The last Cheltenham Gold 
Cup of the millennium is great' 
ly notable by the feet that it may 
throw up a quite extraordi- 
nary horse. It looks like we 
have a choice of three. 

Those who have not beard of 
Florida Pearl will not be read- 
ing this piece. In the East-gos- 
siping sphere of Irish racing, 
his name has been passed 
round like old jumble virtually 
from the moment he could 
stand on four legs. 

He has grown up to be a 
beast of substance both in size 
and achievement, and if the 
seven-year-old wins this after- 
noon he will be doing so for the 
third successive Festival At the 


By Richard Edmondson 

Racing Correspondent 


same time, he may bring to an 
end several bookmakers' in- 
volvement with the meeting. 
Istabraq’s win for the trav- 
ellers put several layers on 
debt row on Tuesday and a po- 
tentially lethal injection of sup- 
port for Florida Pearl now 
awaits. 

The big horse has devel- 
oped a habit of getting out the 
cigarettes once he hits the 
front and it could be that he is 
a great deal better than already 
shown. 

Tm not sure how much he 
can come on," Willie Mullins, 
his trainer says. "He won bis 
first bumper as a four-year-old 
and the Cheltenham bumper as 
a five-year-old so be obviously 
came to hand very early. So you 
wouldn’t imagine there is an 
awful lot of improvement in 


him. But horses do surprise 
you. If he gets there as good as 
last year that will do me” 
Certainly Florida Pearl did 
not look like damaged goods in 
his Cotswolds surroundings 
yesterday morning. His sta- 
blemate Alexander Banquet 
may have later capsized under 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
Nap: Florida Pearl 
(Cheltenham 3.15) 
NB: Decoupage 
(Cheltenham 5.40) 


expectation in the first race on 
the card, but as Florida picked 
grass in a sunshine state he ap- 
peared the epitome of relax- 
ation. 

Teeton Mill and Double 
Thriller were considered to be 
little more than joDy hockey- 
sticks protago nis ts this time 
last year The former luminar- 


ies of pomt-to-pomting have 
bad to be taken treated more 
seriously since then. 

Indeed, Teeton Mill can 
make himself nwyestic by deed 
here. Only Aride has won a 
Hennessy Gold Cup. King 
George VI Chase and Gold 
Gup in the same season and the 
most celebrated of steeple- 
chasers can be considered a 
rather reasonable benchmark 
in this sport 

If there is a blemish in Ttee- 
ton Mill's record it comes in the 
shape of an appearance here hi 
the Champion Hunters’ Chase 
last April The grey looked a bit 
of an old man that day as Dou- 
ble Thriller strode 12 lengths 

dear of him up the hill That ef- 
fort must be redressed 

Double Thriller himself is 
now with Paul Nicholls, an ap- 
pointment which no longer 
seems to be a permanent bar 
to success at the Festival fol- 


lowing the trainer s debut suc- 
cesses this year. 

In another life, Nicholls was 
aboard the 1987 Gold Cup fav- 
ourite, Playschool who was 
pulled up, and he even man- 
aged to cap that disaster 12 
months ago when the fancied 
See More Business was carried 
out by Cyborgo. 

Nicholls was so displeased 
by that eventuality that be 
seemed prepared to tear out 
the entrails of Cyborgo's train- 
er; Martin Pipe. You could have 
roasted chestnuts in NichoDs’s 
ears and, had he not been re- 
strained, Chester Barnes 
mi gh t now be a fully-fledged li- 
cence holder. 

“That's in the past dead 
and buried,” Nicholls says. “It 
got totally exaggerated and 
blown out of all proportion. 
What I felt that day is best kept 
to myself. When something 
ifl«» that happens you don't 


just say to yourself “well that 
was bad luck wasn't it?' It was 
just my temperament I sup- 
pose." 

Double Thriller has not 

proved so bellicose this season, 

slaughtering sad animals like 
the keeper of an abattoir. His 
preparatory races have not 
been debilitating tests and that 
will help him in this the most 
demanding of contests. 

It could be that Double 
Thriller is a very good horse in- 
deed and it is his great mis- 
fortune to be running against 
an animal unusual by his un- 
charted ability. A bar stool can 
be made vacant in the heavens 
because this afternoon we are 
about to witness a racehorse of 
the rarest accomplishments. 

It is scripted that tbe century 
should go out gloriously. It is 
scripted that FLORIDA 
PEARL (nap 3.15) should win 
the Cheltenham Gold Cup. 
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Edredon Bleu, Mulligan and Ask Tom (right to left) take the field away from the packed stands in yesterday's Queen Mother Champion Chase 


David Ashdown 


Church hush follows Dundee’s fall 


THE FESTIVAL nearly died 
11 here yesterday, in the time it 
took Nick Dundee to turn from 
a cruising champion to a tan- 
gled mess of legs on the land- 
ing side of Cheltenham's 
notorious downhill fence. As he 
struggled to his feet, the horse 
that most of Ireland had come 
to back started to hop and stag- 
ger on just three legs, normal- 
ly the sign of a broken bone and 
an imminent bullet Looks Like 
Trouble, who was left clear by 
the fall and won the Royal & 
SunAlliance Chase in a canter, 
met the hush of a church as he 
galloped past the stunned 
grandstands a few seconds 
later. 

By the evening, though, the 
news seemed better. Nick 
Dundee stood on all four legs 
and then walked into the horse 


BY GREG WOOD 
at Cheltenham 


ambulance a few minutes after 
bis fall Philip Arkwright, the 
clerk of the course, reported 
that “the vet at the scene 
thought there would be no per- 
manent damage and the 
prospects look good". 

It meant that tbe crowds 
who had left hundreds of thou- 
sands of pounds in the betting 
ring could at least walk out of 
the gate with something to 
cling to. It was the memory of 
Nick Dundee as a brown mon- 
ster galloping smoothly down 

the hill, full of ru nning and 

with all but one of his rivals long 
since beaten off. It Is an image 
which will still be sharp if he 
ever returns to Cheltenham 
for a Gold Cup. 


The only consolation for the 
Irish punters as their tickets hit 
the floor was that Looks Like 
Trouble was ridden by one 
Irishman, Paul Carberry and 
trained by another, Noel 
Chance. He must also be a fine 
prospect to have lived with 
Nick Dundee's remorseless 
gallop for as long as he did, 
though there seems little doubt 
that he would have finished an 
honourable second but for the 
favourite's fan 
The failure of Nick Dundee 
brought a sudden halt to a 
golden run for the punters. 
Barton, who was backed down 
to 2-1 favourite for the Royal & 
SunAlliance Hurdle, galloped 
right a way from his field to win 
by nine lengths, while the dos- 
ing stages of the Queen Moth- 
er Champion Chase were 


fought out by Edredon Bleu and 
CaD Eqjriname, the first and 
second favourites. 

As he was led back towards 
the runner-up's position, Tbny 
McCoy, Edredon Bleu’s jockey 
was twisting in his saddle to 
watch a replay of the dosing 
stages on the giant screen 
above the paddock. Tb judge by 
the look of puzzlement on his 
face, he was trying to work out 
what had gone wrong. He had 
led over the last on Edredon 
Bleu, and was still going well 
enough to think that nothing 
would come past him. With 
half a furlong to run, though, 
something did. 

But if McCoy was surprised, 
the grandstands were less so, 
for Call Equiname had been 
quietly tracking Edredon Bleu 
from the top of the hill Mick 


Rtzgerald had judged the race 
perfectly, and knew very well 
that Call Equiname cannot hit 
the front until the final strides. 
His challenge was delivered 
with split-second precision, to 
claim both the £73,000 first 
prize, and a £60,000 bonus for 
adding tbe Champion Chase to 
his win in the Victor Chandler 
Chase. 

“This was always my nap of 
the meeting,*' Paul Nicholls, 
his trainee; said afterwards. 
“He has given us plenty of 
headaches and has been pin- 
fired, bar-fired and implanted. 
His legs have been problems 
but as his unbeaten record 
suggest, he is a very good 
horse." 

Barton’s fixture, meanwhile, 
will be planned with a return to 
the Festival for nest year's 


Champion Hurdle as the prime 
objective. Istabraq, of course, is 
already a 7-1 chance for that 
race, but with Barton’s aston- 
ishingly easy success yesterday, 
the two novice hurdles at this 
year’s meeting have been won 
by a total of 26 lengths. Barton 
is nowalO-1 chance for the 2000 
Champion Hurdle, and the first 
championship of the next cen- 
tury could wefl turn out to be 
one of the best 
The Coral Cup, yesterday’s 
big handicap, was a greenwash 
for the Irish, who provided the 
first five horses home. The one 
horse they wanted above all to 
win yesterday, though, was 
Nick Dundee. His defeat cast a 
dood over the Festival, and only 
avkTtoiyforFkHTdaPeariinttus 
afternoon's Gold Cup will blow 
it away. 


My hopes kicked away by a flailing hoof 


IMAGINE THE contrast be- 
tween sitting, staring inanely at 
Sesame Street on Channel 4, 
waiting for the racing coverage 
to start and pulling on breech- 
es in a packed weighing-room 
at Cheltenham in anticipation 
of five good rides on a glorious 
afternoon at the Festival 

Sadly, I was doing the former 
yesterday and not the latter. 

My fall from Kadou Nonan- 
tais on Tuesday meant that my 
Festival was terminated after 
just four races. The fall itself 
was a soft one, but the feet of 
Macgeorge unfortunately con- 
nected with the back of my 
bead. The only obstruction be- 
tween the horse’s plated 
hooves and my helmet was my 
right hand. 

This probably saved me 
from having to buy a new skull 


cap but didn't do a lot for my 
chances of riding a Festival 
winner this week. 

Luckily the X-rays have 
shown that nothing is broken, 
but my band resembles a 
water-filled marigold and my 
brain is not recalling all the 
events of yesterday I will have 
to sit on the sidelines for a com- 
pulsory week but should be 
able to resume riding after 
that 

It is hard to describe how I 
feel today in printable words. AD 
the planning, plotting, antici- 
pation and excitement has 
come to nothing. Fhte has stuck 
a dirty great big pin in my Fes- 
tival balloon, so I will have to 
wait until next year to blow up 
another one. 

Until one has experienced 
the deep, deep disappoint- 


Jamie Osborne on how 
the injury to his hand 
provides a lasting pain 
in the frustration of so 
many plans and dreams 



men ts that raring can throw up, 
it is hard to fully appreciate how 
hi gh the Cheltenham Highs can 
feeL 

Most Ftes tival- winning j ock- 
eys look like rollover Lottery 
winners simply because they 
know what a fine lira exists be- 
tween success and failure. 

Ibday the stakes are as high 
as they geL The Gold Cup is toe 

prize we all want, and today I 
feel sure that it will belong to 


Norman Williamson for the sec- 
ond time. His ride, Tfeeton MED, 
has thrived since joining Vene- 
tia Williams, and he can put the 
seal on an unbelievable season 

for an extraordinary trainer Do 
not listen to the doubters who 
say that he will not stay. This 
horse is simply a dosser when 
he hits the front, and now that 
Norman is armed with that 
knowledge you can be sure he 
wfll not take it up too soon. 


The each-way value in the 
race lies with another grey, 
Suny Bay. Laid out for this 
race, he is at his best Mien 
fresh and comes here after an 
80-daybreak. 

Veneris WtDiams may have to 
play second fiddle to Martin 
Pipe in the Stayers’ Hurdle. His 
Deano’s Beeno is an out-and- 
out stayer and he can draw the 
speed from Lady Rebecca. 

The annual four-year-old 
cavalry charge, otherwise 
known as the Triumph Hurdle, 
has thrown up some strange re- 
sults over the years, but this 
year’s favourite, Katerina, looks 
like being a tough nut to crack 
and. should not be opposed. 
Philip Hobbs’s Nuvellino could 
run into a place at a huge price. 

Flying Instructor may get 
outpaced through the middle of 


the race in the Grand Annual 
Chase but win be staying on 
stoutly up the hill and this con- 
sistent nine-year-old is worthy 
of solid each-way support 

The Cathcart Chase can go 
to the ultra-consistent Dr 
Leant who would deserve a 
Festival triumph after battling 
with injury for most of his life. 
He actually races with a metal 
plate in his leg. 

The final race of the Ffesttval 
is the County Hurdle at 5.40. Tbe 
drying ground gives toe Tbte 
Gold Trophy winner, De- 
coupage, an outstanding 
chance of winning. He side- 
stepped the Champion Hurdle 
on Tuesday far this easier option 
and can reward his connec- 
tions' caution with a win here, 
putting tbe seal on a memorable 
day for Norman Williamson. 
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Owt^XVs a JUxMW Tilted CJfchiKft 
Fom Kept on b trash !air fengtfs second B Syte 1 s* Bwerty Owe 
a i^soSom Rm if TOytu son: Pwain aec cranaciwsipfwan*' 
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PROFESSIONAL PUNTER 


SIMON ‘DODGER' McCARTNEY 


I THINK that 
LE COUDRAY is 
a good thing in the 
Stayers’ Hurdle 
this afternoon. 

Aidan O'Brien’s 
runner is in a dif- 
ferent class to 
Lady Rebecca, tbe 
best of the British- 
trained herpes and 
should have no problems in 
conceding the 51b weight-for- 
sex allowance to hen 

Tve been through the Gold 
Cup time and time again and, 
in toe end. I've narrowed the 
race down to two horses, 
Florida Pearl and DORANS 
PRIDE. 

My selection has im- 
pressed me with his form in 
Ireland this season and I 
think this could finally be his 


word for See More 
Business, and I 
am confident that 
he will finish in 
front of Double 
Thriller his stable 
male. 

See More Busi- 
ness had a prob- 
lem and wasn't 
firing when disap- 
pointing in recent outings, but 
my information is that he 
has been flying at home and 
he will start at a decent price. 

Double Thriller; however, 
looks a short price to me for 
a horse that had nothing to 
beat in either of its races 
this season. 


7* 

J* Mi-wl 


V4. 




yean 

I can also pass on a good 


■ Dodger McCartney was on 
the mark yesterday with Bar- 
ton, who landed a gamble 
from 5-2 to 2-1 favourite in the 
opening Royal & SunAlflaoce 

Novices' Hurdle. 
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CHELTENHAM 

Katarino ^kes soft 
id,_30 the likely good 
I this afternoon may weD 
t againstthe ante-post 
rite. Among thelrish cou- 
rt, there seems to be a 
'of confidence in the 
Id camp, but Knife Edge 
: tough type needed for 
sriesL Best of the raiders 


HYPERION'S 
TV TIPS 

looks to be BALIA SOLA, 
whose win came on heavy 

ground but is said to be far bet- 
ter on a sounder surface. If so, 

he most have an excellent 
chance. 


ZS5i Deano’sBeeno wiH make 
this a searching test Lady 
Rebecca would have been the 
selecticsi, but she was the sub- 
ject of an injury scare in the 
build up to this race. LE 
COUDRAycmfidweDprovea 
champion stayer and justify the 
heavy support forhim over the 
past two weeks. The drying 
ground wifi not bother hizoL 


3-15: The shrewd Easterby 
yard has never lost faith in the 
Class of SIMPLY DASHING. 
Rato lias fiequen tty prevented 
this fest-grouud type from 
justifying stable confidence. If 
the turf continues to dry out, 
Loncan Wyer’s mount must 
be the value bet The stamma- 
laden Go Ballistic is another 

rank outsider who could sneak 


a place at extravagant odds if 
the better-fiuided runners fal- 
ter cm tl« long dini to the win- 
ning post Ftorida Pearl is a 
short price tor a horse who fen 
on his penultimate outing and 
is unproven at the trip, while 
Teeton Mill's onty defeat over 
fences was here, an ill-omen. 
Bfinkered-firsWinie See More 

Business is working welL 


3.55: CASTLE MANE, un- 
beaten in six point'to-points, 
created a tovmzrable impres- 
sion when scoring a bloodless 
victory on his hunter ctmy * 
debut at Warwick. In an open 
yean he has the scope to out- 
class some ordinary-looking 
rivals. Stag Fight and Fbrest 
Fbuntain are interesting out- 
siders. 


Cheltenham 


alia Sola 
3 Coudray 
imply Dashing 
astle Mane 


HYPERION 

43Q Dines (rib) 

5.05 Mr Strong Gale 
5.40 SIR TALBOT (nap) 
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Good to Soft 

couraes in u$b at ttt masting (both with mtf fcnew). S«aflj> 

fl*e te tn H cS town rfl A43S Bin to* from O wto ft a m tai stafion (semvd toy 
4 and London, RacUngton) 2m. ADWSSJON; CU9 aoU ouCTtaflr- 

i SOKl out; Courage Endosim EE, CAR PARK: £5. 

FIVE-YEAR S T A T IS TICS 

IfAOING TRAMERS: M Pipe -WWS CW7*|, O Mchotaon 3S22S (VUK4 MIMmcm- 
■vlas 22-221 (Knyi 4 Qiftord 16-T18 Mrs J Pttnan 15-73 pQ5%}. • 

M LEADING JOCKEYS; A P McCoy 45-W (2599% N WBBHmoa2»-VS (223K1 R 
Oamwody 32-201 (SBXJl J Osbonre 28-139 (2<H%1 A Uutdni22-M5 fBJXJ. 

■ FAVOURITES: £14-634 (401%). 

LONG-DKTANCe TRAVELLER: Andy Buma 0S9 has been sort 2 Bd mte. 
BUNKERS} TOST TT1*E= Wes A Ttaro pm), Sm Mora Bmimwa (333), Saoar 0 
Botrutti fust Tlnotop» &55), Uka Kwfln jtaoj, Qna«r R»» (MOL 

IP no I TRIUMPH HURDLE (Grade 1} (CLASS A) |3| 
EBOfiOO added 4Y0 2m If Penalty V*m EASfiBO mI 

1 31 AfARAOpi>(lPlfcMma}CAxi*nvo CFEmb 

« wnaratlswa n antfajlgBhoopoitaOilagp 

2 1 BALLASCXApS)(10pC*Syndci*4 WPhUtanil 0 : RVtaWi 

Wri t w f Mftai rf w nTO. jnrfrrt - 

3 FF30A BAL1YSICYOS pR) p3) (Hu P AO bbQ U P pe.11 0__ APIkCof 

dak bin yaloarhoop, M/obatAmar, jofeirap 

4 25065 CHARLES GOLD (U)m(ChG«iBGot9 A Bskrll 0 DGNeghv 

pupa «WB«rt»)rfa»Bi»abBW*i atia cap 

5 21 Q3RMCHE (IS) (lohn Uadu) C KbUt 11 Q — LHmy 

fflAw d&kbkanatP. drt fttn cap 

8 4tmi DAHOBttBPfECeDBOimiritlPOeMtCEamiVO HWwm 

nftlbkamltuiy Oka Anin4 ma/Bstemtyopibbacap 

7 1 BO>EUS(Gsq pi) (UrinRpfi Rang CUi) UP^e-n Q ROrMMfl 

MkA nAtoBt* Jfa«W(dtaib on irtli tap 

a «s Pn0ZBiGR00H9^mpP9n1a^HUndeM'nD PCnhujj 

puipb. goU sba m, tnopeticap 

B 3 HSMSHWOrpOHASHMnQUF^alTO ^ Citato 

« 3 BKSTAO»l(P*3a'n«rautftaton4PSifcEnlaGflO KSta 

tap. fahsmtaaom, tadabemmalcap 

V SPSS BWBIUGHT(q (Us P SaRar) BltacaflO ! MMMv 

Atfed lM hawft WAwa tbcktbb m 

V POtn KATARWO (Ff^ (19) (CD) pvu*iyCc»wi) H hfcndasoi 11 0 HARtagaaM 

frown orange Mnw s qtarnatfoRa 

a mi KHFE EDGE (USA) pS) (Hu LteSLawcn) MJOBfen &1JT1 0 TP Rudd 

brain, bd bum of torntas aritbbaa, tpaaentl cap 

K 30 NE»HM(GB1)(lfl0taECWJflD/**ofcon-nD RJotaaon 

nAMbtotatabtastoMiA ladandatolbtalpailap 

6 M NUVHiMO (47) (The Codipd CraM) P Hctbt II 0 HDraodr 

jtota tataeta^dmntbcntaMAjebvan drtMedmnrf 

E E PIPED ABOARD (142) p* « Ha M B Jonafl M P^» If 0 A ltogdra 

duirainnin})aftar|lBinA tawutatat taowtajataqtamdcvp 

V 1U2 SCARLETPBIPBINELflBIIRFtoita^NIUsIcnOnlMll D CLtomflyn 

fb*,daAbbasBBtm.pinkcBp 

« 1F21I SBiPlT GIFTED (1^ (Stow htafim«5 TEa*rty 11 0 LWynr 

nittaptaluninWpw mtom w Mp i nita BBM uM yMPWy 
« 2 STTEET RGHTHI (FB) (BIQ (iinjr Eauw) P HottE H 0 GBndtor 

>* »■ mill i«nnl» * M n mlmli<iii«in 

2D 1M4P TAKE A TURK (rt) (D) (Shsal S ftjl Ccrewtas) Mss G Kefci«y V 0 A Thornton B 

npb bhn; fgh (An steewa, nd vnfeb rod cap 

21 325 HEOBEGEliEmpiBlIitagftocitiMItalA BPhM 

moon, pay chamo 

22 20 WSS FARA (FR) (21) (Ifci C mninQ) U Rpe 10 !L TJUropby 

ptoMtai sac mbs and tfcr on op 

23 me. IASS ORPHAN (FR) (BO) (DJ^f) (S A^tof) U P^oDB RUnmtaa 

ro^MaatabnOBAebBctataMA rc^nfbfcnaipiirttortr 
-SSdadmd- 

BETreW: «-4 Ktaton.5-1 Dngmi ProOKkto, 1M Staplj GBnl,7-1 Krfto Edp,ei Atad. 
ID-1 Beta Soto, 14-1 Son* PbnpnmL BMytocyo* Rnzro Groom, 25-1 Huwtai, Ita Oipta, 
28-1 BApw*> «-1 Nm Bird, 50-1 CubUib, Ita Rn. Start H&bo, »1 oMnn 
nsa: l|pgrade 4 71 D C Ltetayn H-1 (N1Wtoton-Dwtafl}B5an 

FORM GUIDE 

AltadrVUtantwicatmIheFlunMtalBstMama'KfMidfbrttqaoOgiwkiOc- 
toboc Mot rodondad when winniio by 9 bogtfw ar La t i panfcto ivn (an. heavy) In D&- 
coiDber jpnfJ upon to faultier It txo’ierneiii 

BaBa Soto: Fiat winrar In Mancl made an umlant start Id Hto hwSng eaiwwUi 
a 9 tongtti success id ThirtjB (2m. heavy). Eflood after coning cfcor 2 out, though 
obviously lacos a midi kxiober task 

BoBjFaicyu: CUmod after fWsWry 4#i at Auteui h Danonta: and amjr 17 length 
(J winnar at Uidtaw pit good) tat monBv Doa* not took good onodflh. but ha# to be 
V rapactadwMMcCty upuPipetaSatlwnnierD 

ChaHts’sGolit Has won twice over hurilBS, but vroatoned 2 out udien 5th to Sim- 
ply GHtod (gam 10b) at Htqitkxic (2m, soft) last inn and no ctanca an that run 
Comich*: Qaiw his tratwr Hs ftat auccaw whan Win ri no over 2mi3T tsoftj at Nanw- 
bury ttn month. Stewed Bn on FW.90 strong pacawSsuft, but rank outsider 
[taginaPrBcsdtaModBlc<conBistancyltp^apatoigoutabtlinore s ndtfTit3uO>- 
ly gsraina IMbs ths odd mistake nnd CSD itaw; buthokJ by Kstarino on farm 
BripsuK Ona at Plpsto 6 nim PtacMl on FM ki FWn» and mate a aumanfii 
dotwt hi slowly run unsk raco at r omvrol (Ff+n. soft] hi January Nd ona for tha 
short 1st 

Frtaan Qtoonr FWshwl bahkid comfartabla wknar KnBa Edga wtwn Ath cat taut 
at laopantatawn (ton, soft) test month. Has sinca won at Nam (2Ji\ serfq ami farm 
doas noi look good enough 

taMshway: Ona of PpatiO runnam. DkappaMing on FW and tooted nottag out 
dthaordnuy enhuntongrtabut when Sirt at Market Rasan (2ml( soffl last month 
bKaiAKVVkirartm/WOnilbastenia'AtenQtMwhBnanlontudkigdobuLaLMin- 
Mtagh pm, Thm) last morah and tfwra would be no biggsr BurprtM than if ha won 
tl* 

ta Uflhfc Goto only 2EOOflns to Nawmar ta t in July MaMan on FIM and oww Ixr- 
das. Bato nai whan 3nl to Htt: And Rjn at Sandown (2m, oaod) kt OaoarrtMT and 
sataly loured 

KsMnoc Hvd to tadL C&D (good) wronar by Tl lengths from Simply (Sttod, wfih 
Owlat Gold 3m and Dangena Precade nt 4th in Novambac Jkjrps wel and w» 
preve hard to fata 

XfaBa Edgar Has prograa aa d trom winning a maiden at Ctonmai to oompto fang a 
kwener n a Qnmp 3 at Leopardstown (2ni soft) last month. Looks the beet of Via 
hWt contendere 

New Bktfc Ona-paced 4th to Siropfy Gifted tow 5b] el HayttocK (2nv soft) last 
. raonh with Ctata Gob 5ft and highly inHoty to gliro stable that 3rd whnar It 
i\ tfleawnt 

.NoveUnuFlto winner (ID( soft) tost ysac 5 length 2nd to Scarlet Pknpamsf on debut 
to Kampton (2m. soft) In Jammy 4ft to subeaquant Supreme Nowfcarf winner Hore 
la Loll over C&DtaQ next tkna and thsre are woraaoutsidere 
Piped Aboant One oi Pprti 8 rumors. Had ® tw drhen out to win on debut af 
Wsuteujr (2m, good) in October and first nil since finishing Bft to hit And E%zitwer 
C&D (good) that month 

BaqWftPsmpemot ^ tengft 2nd to Ktoadno at Karrpton pm, soh) tost merth Made 

■ mfetaha at the tost, but was held at the time and there seems no reason why ha 
Staid reverse the pteetoge 

Sknply GMad: Soon wflpeced after 2 out when an n length 2nd 10 Katarino over 
c *° (a°od) in ftawnta.ftsp ta ftetamv when wSrftg his neat 2 starts and place 
Prospects to best 

taet Fighter Won Twice on Rat In french Ptovtncas tost yeet Promfetog 2nd on 
dbbut to "Gwnton, but tabes a massive leap w In ctaea 
““^T^^mtaeirotaQntaBourtdtoPlurnptDriandVartoninOcto- 
oer rough task in handcap when piAed up last tone and aome way below the best 
oirtwjuvwitet 

^ Gene Genie: Maktan on FW and owrr hudtos. Premtolng debut wfwn 3rd to 

^gngeru Precatiant [gwm 7b) w Huntingdon (an. pood) in Novwnbet; but subae- 
yrojpnnauggasta hto chance Is fartem 

0na ^ ofPtoak 8 nmn Maiden on Ptotand ow hudtaa. Had The Gena 
~7 n ?,^ a bank to 5th whan 2nd to D ahwian on hw debut at Utorwidk (2m, 
D#omb « OsappoWed next tone 

J"®awpean: Ona of Pipes 6 nmere Successki 4 times oybt huxBss on going 
ttan good io aott. Usiroly makes the riming and those tactics are un- 
awytosnfihMa . 

y fflaCT ltts race hta producer some real tom-upe. but k Es hard to pk* Ix^aa 
"»w«^«mNk*y Hendereon won into to WB6 and «B7and KMartoo pta»d 
kfiabaataororhuta to ta country Ax thabaly odds It 
to^J^^topoairo htoi wfih wore HX^. who also defends e ctai shta 
qK^^ ^^^ ^Vto.8tabtotawentatoW93witihaiawiya.B6 ST 

MSI fTSE®' hi ™-E (Grade 1) (CUSS A) fan 
J £100^)00 added 3m 11 0yds Fen. VU. £57,500 KSfl 

1 ANaMftl^PranmFmiBiSUMDtto^^ ! J) Johnson 

4 440.0 


fcSpjrOC. 


.Tjikspby 

5 ^ tatou^NTtodo^etaB tl — .CUnwlyn 

■ SBSSSSJS!L_sre- 

7 ^^tnmfSniSSSnlT^ — UAFbgwaM 

o •SSS, 

8 ^IMmSSS 

r ^ 


FORM GUIDE 

Ansna: Start juvente In tis day 3fd to Ktaualr In the WS5 TMunph. Ugney raced 
noMleys, brriianhb best reca so tor ftiaaeeson when 2nd lostobieniate F’hann* 
ear at Kempton prr\ soft) tost month. WI struggle here 
Deanato Baano: Tbugh frart-iunner, had Ocean Hank (3rd). Paddy* Return feshX 
Anzum (7th) and TUnrpoie (Bth) behtod when 2nd to PrfeicaU el Ascot (3ml( sort), 
knraesshro wtoner since and wl go dose 

Go-tnfcinnab Acts on any gofeig and affective trom 2rr>-3m. nntoan wtwn mistake 
tost when 4ft to Mghty Mtm, Ocean Hawk and Hanpdeow CAD (good to so«) 
to January and 4to urorae off with the 2nd 

JdytaE Has returned to form this Mason, though has never won aver this Wp. Drew 
dear after tost when wirrotog at Ascot (27*n, good to sett] to November fay B booths 
from 'Rsrpato with Ktawi 4th, beaten FAtangth* 

Karata Has never won boyond bn and ran one ot hto betrer races whan staying 
do to be 5ft ioleeatraf to Sandown (2%m. good to aoft) tost month. Batoan n'A 
iengfts whan 4ihto Juyush at AaccA CThm, goodia soft) to Nnentoer 
1 La Cowkay: Tbp Juvenla to France Won 4Urnos at AutBtto las yeat Easy winner 
on ftort outing tor Aldan O’Brien at Naas pPAm hasvy) to January Hart to assess, 
but oMouafy smart 

Lord Jlnc Lodted a bright presped last yaor^uibedan to 3 outhgsl but has dfc- 
acpolriM efe neaon: ita* cm ta otB bahta PhuareiaBr (Anzum 2nd) at Hamp- 
ton (Sin, aoff) tost month 

. Ooaao Hwroc No chanca on racam (dm as he was poor 3rd (beatan 3&b tongftaj 
at final S(p* behind Pitocafd and Oeanoto Baeno at Ascot (tonif,-soft) h December 
Padd/a Return: 1996 Triumph winner. Tbp ctess stayer at hto best but has been 
baeton by Deanob Baeno esi two occasions they haw met Wa tam 
TWopola: fteurre to hwflng tar wtontog twice over fence* No chance an hto nm 
at Aacot Pm It soft) in December wtwn 8th (beam 88 tongths) to Pmcabi with 
Demote Baeno 2nd and Ocean Hawk SBd 

Lady Rebecca: Utr xan s iata re maw, recorded her Bth success haw gwaLaoH) 
by 20 tongths from SBuer Wtadge to JMuary Mm ow am at Bangor (good) last 
season and sue to go dose 

Saw* Girt: Wbn for the 6th tfrna *om 8 outtogs thto season at (teas GFAm, aofg 
l ast m onth. SUI on fte upgrade haa won over 3nv but facoa her atiffast taak to data 
VERDiCE Deanoto Bean la a very tough boUta; whole hard to peg beck and 
it is dtifcm to dioosa between Mm and LADY REBECCA, who lows thto taWfth 
toil Vtenatfa WSantf remarkabiy consotent mare has a high cniatog epaed and that 
may Just sway ft harwroy though this is by no means a ranch wMi the top oc-Hanch 
Juverde La Coudray to the Ine-ufi BEST OUTSSJBfc Juyuah. 

"o i'E'l CHELTENHAM GOLD CUP CHASE (Grade 1) 

J,iJ l (A) E26(M)00 3m 2T 110yds (Card opposite mje) mSbM 

Tccl CHRISTIES FOXHUNTER CHASE (CLASS B) 


reel CHRISTIE’S FOXHUNTER CHASE (CLASS B) Kara 

rirJ ttOJOOO added 3m 2f 110yds Pen.m £19^50 mSmm 

RH-5U AMiaWATT(Zt)filRCDmH«>Jtaui012O UrJRConwwl 

1H-U ANDT BURNETT (3^ (MsSFcrotE^ UtsSFanto"D'CO Ur C Storey 

igHsinn jetowtat yabraant atba hooped op 

223-n CAU.HOiep5P) (tta LBateyFWroft)THbT1 SO HrTHBs 

aarns. rojaf bkm ear on to* mdeap. aan on steam 
11-111 CASTLE 1MM (U)n(CDbm) Iks CEMw 7110 MrBPcBock 

hi- pl-i -ct. >,»« . r — , 

P8341 CSJ1C ABBEY n4)fCD)fcjpata) Iks CHaito^ 71 120 HrDSJonaa 

flnta ttua Imp andattc bbe and sMto hocced cv 

lFO-1 COOLE ABBEY ^(UnCUxTOj Iks Cltoore7 CO JNrHBadhaiw 

tfctft fan and rod ffaheeft dueled atawu and op 

P45-8 DES fMP 'ES m utCAL(21) PQ (KUecgrba) IfaaHKninitBgO ^JkrADam—r 

rojtotaam’ydba'ittosA atastoewi 

V/f-O EARL BOON (2Q (JAKe^tay) R Bate 11 CO MhaPCtaky 

black j«*w ta bkcft item, tae weta jtta cap 
221-0 ELEGANT UX&) pfl [CD) (J P McUane) H Bckpr (ai) H x>n . tfc Pi^ww. 

/m*m drfrWBBnanri n iiiwm hnf*** i u diMar^n 

P2UH F0iCErRXJII»Wn^(JDQ^JDQtaa8a MrADMton 

ndtagiw tata, raiiabam, gw arata rod cap 

Wet HSHST0Urm(Hs0Ftodttan)AJItoihMS80 MrAIMi 

«t yetatota bdabem. yebacap 

021-83 KMGTOHUB{I42]PfVinBy)VDar1nal8 80 UrJJdna 

ata taf tata ndatatataantf abtetaperfcip 

214132 LASTOmOH(n)pTtaR'toe7 80 .HmFHeatan 

gltaMintaMPlffkaai 

2CU54 WSlSIHORAnOfRMIlVDLetaWLwkgttO ..llr lll—b 

ndlJBtatoiqpA ebamam eoabama, qoatmt tap 


8 F€23h UR BOSTON (21) <U K CUffi* H WbodK»» 14 120 HrJPHeftaM 

Atockenfita (taeeft taw rowset* quetonfop 

« 42541/ SANDS OF GOLD (B83) (D) ^ BKtan^ C MnsiD 11 SO HrLLay 

itytoMto wMatatastaeia; aUecap 

V 4D33 SAnNUWER (29) (Q PS Ka^MsBOad tl 120 l. MrSSwiar* 

btaandwMtrto4»e, ttemaonltalMift tatoMtr 

V 1I/1U2 STAG RGHT ptg (1 (tte J Soft) Urn N ShBR»ti SCO IteJU Plfcimd 

nub him, aftto ttoercWworBorr ato ero ^ atacap 

9 TWF STALBMDGEBIL (19(CD9 J. Jwhtosoi) J Dufasas 9 D MrTUBeM 

eroerak/iyBen and bbok (tone BwJ. tbctaxiiacl hooped ab m e% aoentoonwicap 

2D 1-F121 TMOTOPS (20) (Q (D) (R H H -togaOJ Ito R -feisiy fl 12 0 HrLJMbnlB 

^HaowBodtbck(quBh3m4- yotoabanet, black spaa 

21 fl.PPB TOire QHHH STAR (t2P)(OCWsr)OCwto TIED MrJViung 

ata rad and wAh hooped titan, bbc* end ate heaped ayi 

22 1B21 VMmOWW W (M 6 Rit ;; U G Ptorf T) -C 0 lkMHU 

■ fXB$o,pUtdbarea,ffaana8p 

23 22S8 JOVFORUFE (33) jf9kcng«J Us B Strange 0 II B— ^_^_^UrSStawa 

ita nr at bbaabi njaibbaabam "ta anta Hta on royal btwaar 
-» Ut2l-1 NETHBnARA'{f9PI(CbdniCn*igRatog) Iks 0010018 11 (L^ilIrCV^aia 
pnfc embtoataedfomia; ipartondcq) 

-24 itoda ed- 

BETTTNG: 7-2 Caatto Mane, 4-1 Hagad Lord, 152 VtoytfcmM Coole Abbey, 10-1 CaBcAbtwK 
1M Irish Stod, DaMbi ITEMnivai, 16-1 Int Option, 1M Statoridgs M, 20-1 Ttootopa, 22-1 Ctf 
Hm, 2M Ktag Three,* Beaton, »M NeBwrtMB.9togHgU,38-lS»kilJitaWrl eftan 
WB: EerihmoMr 7 ttO I* J TtaairiS-l (R Babb) V ten 

FORM GUIDE 

Andanaatb Modest hunter nowadays best at dtotarroes around 2’Am 5th ond beat- 
en wtwn** at the ftoe! fence In race wen by Mr Boston et Huntingdon (3m, good 
la aaMtaat month 

AndyBtaieibUsaUpdntadfBsitBFehaeacRiivtoFuptD'njeedwteSedgBAaklwirv 
narVada DbpuleetCattortk P'/an, soft) tost month and unftaiy ID be good anoogh 
Cal noma: to good farm to pewits this season and compietad a dotaa at Charfeig 
(am, goo<D last monft Has now won on (pound worse than good and faugh taak 
Caaba Mane: Unbeaten in sis point-to-potota and aoay task on huntarchaae debut 
at Warwick pTAm, so ft) this month Uvy eaPttog prospect and wtont fa as galloper 
but lack of axperlenca at ttfia karai a worry 

Cattle Abbey. 4ft to Fhntue in this avert to ®37 and Horae & Huwd Cup wtoner 
that year. Probably needed run whan 8th to VfeyMnor at HqRfacfc (3m, soft) tost 
month and easy IB length winner at Ludlow 0m. good to soft) next time 
Coole Abbey: Showed plenty of pramtoa tost season and madaal to wto by 9 tenths 
on ratoppearance at Muaadburgh (an, good to firm) tost month Faces bfageet test 
DaaUn DhEMnwal: Easy wtonar on tost outing for new Made at Bangor prAm, good 
to soft) last month Beaten ' A length by Mr Boston after a bad mistake at Hurting- 
don (3m, good to soft) next tfcna and has oftan looked temperamental 
Earl Boon: Constant pototwand stable haw iron (Ms with Rushing Wld, ftemus 
(twice) end Earthmoroc. Howew. ha la not whtti two atone of them and Mated 
behind Stag F^ght (2nd) whan 7th to Skip to’ Tkna on reappeamnea a( Larkhl 
Elegant Lortt Beat tosh lunwr tor the Hat law seasons and wen IMa com fort a bly 
ftom Cod Dawn to H9S. Aieo finlshad Sr] to SS5 and 6lh last ym Easy winner on 
reappearance M Leopadstown (3m, aofO last month and experience gnroa him a 
Ug advantage 

Forest Fountain: Mtesed last season, but game port wtonar last month from two 
useful sorts to Mr Ock end Sotoa. Rurrmup to former chaser Lusty Light baton 
that end outsider 

Mali Stout: Won at Foiryhousa Omit heavy) tat month, but could make no Im- 
preasion after 2 out wfan 7 tenfph 2nd to Elegant Lord ftere (3ra soffl before that 
and5b««rea off 

Mtog Rmia: Smarf pototoc efieappototod to hancSom chasm h ths autumn and has 
not run sinca tasting 3rd to Cab On large* wer C&D (good) in October; Basal- 
witys given the ImproMon thM ha is bast dt around 2ma 
Last Option: John Corbett winner at Stratton] (Men good) tat soasen bon Dou- 
ble Threat. Could mate no I np ntaon from 4 out when 12% length 3rd to UoryM- 


r A Drew 


tiin 01 


B Em eft iv, B „ r 


** . ™ 1,fM ^^'^talto.40-1Are^KwtaSO.TltaM 


nov and Tnotops at Hawtock (3m, soft) tat tfcna 

Merer Horatio: Looked certain smr mil caught on lurvto when 4ft at Uainton 
(3m. soft) last Rma Junplng has been suspect end jumped badly on debut uider 
Ruta here to 1896 ^ 

Mr Buton: Tbugh veteran, won his 17th raca under Rites at Hantogdon (3m. good 
to soft) tat month by ‘A length from Dastto ITEstruvaf and Is 5ft) worse oil LMy 
to find a few of these too tack 

Sands Of Gold: Untay project a* Ws only succaw to date was to a amalaunr 
itaden hunteKlwee at Cartmef to S07 and this la hto first outing since than 
Satin Loren Vbreotle aort, won on the Fla and over hurttat Has a tun of toot, but 
moody now aid finds Wto off the brtte Beater 14 lengths when 3rd to Code Abbey 
st Muesetoutfi (3m, flood to tom) tat marsh 

Stag Fight Smart pototac has nsi 3 tfcnss at LarW« Bia saaacan and shade ■«- 
facky when inseedng rider 3 out to race won by Tnotops to Janwy. Sue to be 

stayng on wel a me finish without beng good wioi^h » 

raaBiHri gn Hto: Pmoretare pototerihuriec wodkf hare won at Newfxry pm. son) 
tat tto»K he bad not feden at the iasL Normaiy ridden by RUy Goachan. but Tfcn 
MMcteHates over here. Doas nee took good [enough _ _ 

TtooCopK Stayed on from 3 out without looktog BMy to tretae the wtonar whan 11 
length 2nd a Vtar^tinou at Haydock (3m. soft) tost month. CUv apywirtad at Kamp- 

ton next tma and bfintaredfas the firetfime „ _ l n i - l>nriri ^ 

’Run's Gemini Star: Long shot tan fta ever-optmetroOtvar 
on both outings ffi poirri-»-points this season and unb eely M be witti the pace 
Varyldntnr: Much fcnpnMCd In pants last seaacn Had no problerna 
whan fcnprwsIvB n ta^h winner at Haydodjem ^ tat morth from Tinottpe 
arvi I nwf Option, with Joy For Life 5th and Cette Abbay Bth 
tapeced when M fa Tbaton 

c2l (good to soft) in Apri Possi rfy naed ad on when 5ft (baalan 64 U iafigUiaJ to 

0,1 ^ 

VERDICT: K appears it would tatee a mta to knock ail tte 

tarn twre as ta atperienca of thto course M»Ud gwe the B86 wsra- a b« ad- 

vantaga over the rnKd about Caate Bfana. m- 

viewan points, but hie Warwick huntar-otesa 

tfa first graft petowto be caught out » ^ 

ries about VARYKINOV, who flew over the Hajtoodt tonwstai He 

tookBd My to be cautfitfromlhree out and otad prove beoervata than the 

twa BEST OUTS^» Ftorta Fountota. 

J ~ O n) CHELTENHAM GRAND ANNI^H^IWCHASE B) 

A-jU| £50,000 added 2m 110yds Penalty Value £32,150 

a BBNWfcWV^^“'S 
^JSSSSfSfS^^ 

tb sssssaniicj !a:s3sz±^sSg 

rsss&s^ssassssgg; 


GHltasr)MPioe7t2 


F3tn COWTHYEWH 


2*Ml NOBLE UStO< 
21453* AMBERLBGH 

rata BAUESmflX 

*45422 ROB&SfflflX 


Unimnc ffld BuahuSbpva^SibtmfaaoaiKWu* 
W T2fe 

Benwct M Oita, 114 Space Thick* M 
Fetata1MA«ietaic^Coiaikrtaf »ife<w^H ^« 
Sttam TtatS-1 irtai Jocka* 4&-1 Betaafcidta.tt-1 ft 
m EMb Bfai B II a A P MgCd* 7-2 far Ota H Kn^fi V an 


FORM GUIDE 

late K artroc DnappolrainQ stoca wroyssaaon datanco win over Ofcea RtsAa to 
Bhht and baked none too toon wtwn uiseatog refer m tast Kempton outkn 
Rytog toatnietor Constant aort wHh 2S4ength CSD wto h Dec toam 4to tarot 
Looked woiflWod up |p batt when scropkn nam* et Newbury tax Ikna 
Dtnes: ^eat rwtee esmpenn with 3 w*t» and sta on uwredD when baai- 

en 10 iernthe by Dantes Crosier ot Sandowfl (an heap good) Bctd-fumprog tart 
nanar who ehoUd go ml under McCoy from 1 to lowar mark 
H re ric a na lamp: Ororcama mtakes to bant Green &een D e s ert aco real Sandown 
to January fcom » lower but his anatic Jumping ie Reiy to cost Ism daarty here 
Anabrench: Lfcitocky near behind i&Agan at Donctaar n Jan fnam 3to low*; but 
toeing effects when below farm 3rd tei Bdkadon Bteu at Sandown Meat. 8a on a 
urofar marie and worth another chance after tgy-offl 

Foraatat: Looted to handteapper* grip when boon 4 tongfta by The OUbacfc «toy 
at Doncaata Rontrunner who mtoW find this a M compMUive 
totoan Joctey: Eartyaeason Unties secret, but as of sorts over toncm and «■ 
teed to improve on Mat 17 lengfta tat of 4 to Gram Gram Desalt at Newbury 
Sp&oa Thicker: Former toprofcw huta but less eftocthro owr ttnoea Aming 
wel whan bhatoared 3 out fci Adda Vophy hsrelta year and couki be handtoap 
DM; elthauspi taler, (daaa up 2 out) on only subsequent ctaea start 
SabBrea FaBoac Hendcappad by wfcid problem anew u m n s w i u earty chaaer ca- 
mec Agato a ppe ar e d to hroro his troubba whan batoar form on Mewbuy rea p pea ra nce 
Camtry Star: UghUy meed pro g m aim aort Career-beat aTton whan batang Na- 
tnre FSng at Newbury and coiftl go wal here despite 7to Njpwr mark 
Darts* Cavaler. Smart partonnar on Ms day and qUchaned wel e beat Draw 10 
lengths to Saretovm tatest but oouid struggle to confinn ptacingi or tob won* tame 
Noble Loift Bofa-jumplng fronMpnner who rep ress ed when beating Balad Mev 
Strei to tongths to Ahktehlfav: Worm vwrlrod out) Liohtfyrecwt open toimp ni vai i wnt 
and could be uprise pacfcM, despHs beta 5to out ol fte hent fca p 
Areberfafgh House: Rytog high when 3nfto He Song to novice comp an y Laop- 
eroshwm and when close 4ft to Cockney Lad at PuvMStown, but on the uptpode 
and Is not out of the artpenwrt, alftouipi best farm on testing PdimL 
Maswhkldan: Enjoyiig a prafkaOto tone in miner company in the North with three 
whs. bu* flying high tare and ptaty to do firm Tito oul of he handcap 
Rtatos Pride: Looks a tortom presp&ct trom toto out of the weights 
VERDICT:smcE'TTtuacERputhBusaMPtmcheatownett(aikiOaobar«id- 
ehotid get the nee noi to auk with hatful of kont-rumere n the kroup. He wl be 
dtfficUt to beet If ha avoids the bkndere that hw hfetdared Ns pragwsa so tat Coun- 
try Star and Noble Lord may sat most prabiera BEST OUTISIDBt: Anabmch. 


lE~he] CATHCART CHALLENGE CUP CHASE (Grade 2) 
I J,UJ I A) £55,000 added 2m St Penalty VWue £32,700 


(CLASS 


PffcttaBttT 
C&TO 


^ Tbcmtao 



E34II1 DR LafcfT (T9) (CO) (P 
-2F231 BOBBVGRMn (SI) 

1/1 P4 CHEWLDESUBWE 

TTW2- EDS. WSS DU 

2SIO 
123221 

U111F MCXDUHOamm 
-Old POTENTATE 
2-031 

TTIFP BSKERSMOORn 
5F3M0 GAZALAM (2) (Htol R 

ran rnnus 


TJ Morphy 
TPTHecy 
-RStara 

GAL£(2){D) 3«&Ma DA GrotejT Georgia t)V RWWqr 

-ISdedtoad- 

HETTWQ: M Dr UuL 7-2 FHrtrtU.4-1 Ik Strong Qale, 5-1 Edtoweie Do llouln, W-i Hod Ea- 
preae, 12-1 Kto Dee, Brogan Hoot 14-1 Chvwri Dv Goeris, ZO-1 ottwri 
Wto Cyfor ItoBa 5 10 B A p McCty »4 tor (M PipaJ B ten 

FORM GUIDE 

Dr Leunfc On a rol with wins here and at Kempton totowing game placfcigs in fha 
MuphyeandlMptepAi Gups hare. Wi be hard to beat with fta wekpdaki tw femur 
Bobby Grant: ProgresNre novice who put h career-best aftort to beat the taafU 
Course Doctor 'h length to Newcastle to u t Qm4f) but iota up against it 
Chaw! De Guerra: Hghfy pranMng vrin ow Absokdely Equfname and Stop On 
Eyma! VWmvick (2m*f nov; soft) tatlam, buthjurad foimving itartsxl wrt below 
- best only oultalhb term. Looks up against tt. tad worth a ctreck h fte market 
Edshmfa Du Moutoe Smart novice las season with tour wha and 54angft 41ft to 
ChampiauB in the Aikta Trophy here. Need* bnprovnmant chi tint run tor new yoni 
after ri-monft tay-oft but carrot be ctantaed ii vtaw of YtoneUa WSaoW record 
Hah C ap re ea ; FMed to Are up to promise of Sandown win over No Rtoreat when I 
wel batten behind Matodou here yataday abd makas (ttfe appeal now 
Mr Strong Ota UrHucky notto edd to two eorVeaastewfcrevftan caught by Major 
Bel *i M» QtVbri gH ra Beta* tom) lAtat but could be to lami back at best trip 
Mck Dtaalee: FW 3 out end injured wfian Isadng h SuiAtfance Chase yaatanlML 
Potetrita A srnmsnd gems novice. ahhoucftfiKtomd by Tt-taQth win over Flag- I 
shfa Ubarala* to Chepstow fci Dec Tbugh task at weigh* txx MB a Biafy farce 
StonayMnmtoher: Iteeh/ novice, but looks nut of He deptb on 30 ien^w 3nl to 
F&uday Wood over. C&D ki Jan and probably better suited by easier couse 
Bangera Hoar Closely weighted wfthEdflfwe« Du McxAnon/tyrformtahtaBre- 
spray tost backend and ertflled to respect but ran poorly itoato start 5 months ago 
Qezaiadb yat tosoare over tances and Ettfa obvious chanea on 43 tongtha Bth of 
14, |o Ftagshyi UMWtoa in the Aride Trophy (2nv good to soft) on Tuoeday 
NBd Dee: Ifaryprotilfefng novice wtoi whs at Wetherby (2) end MussiiSxsgh. Ugh- 
ly rated and scope tor snprevanianl; but tottfitaskanetat a ipatlenced reals 
Caringiord Cairr Knocked out of the race behind Celtic Giart hare on TUasd^ 
CSmlf heap, good to soft). LWa obvious chance to the weights and enaDcyjmpec 
VERDICT DR LEUNT haa shown a gut Bdng tor this course and wl be hard 
tobetowrth the weights intis touom fast gromd does not bother hfcn. Ed ah wi * 

Du Mou8nhirihaiytobaBhortonfllnas8onHareappee n inoanloBddbBft» 
danger; Mr Strong GMe end Rotortats merit reepecLEfeST OUTSIDER: NM Dee 

HFArtl VINCENT O’BRIEN COUNTY HANDICAP HURDLE (Grade 
3) (CLASS A) £50,000 2m If Penalty Value £29,750 

1 232123 MASTER BEVELED (IQ (D) (BF) (Ms E J Wtaro) P Evens B 11 tl A P McCoy 

2 -4TO3 TOTO TOSCAIO (FH) p4i 0) (1*3 H J C]a^B) □ Mctafcon 5 B 5 RJnlswM 

3 1-361. DECOUTWflE(33)(Il) UFDeaflJCEgtotoiTDD HWtauiMSi 

4 23AM0 SHAMUR(3q(D)UaiwtaraiT1yvnDdTUDI l ich[iiKnB'l)9 OMtftain 

9 0440 SERBUSp^^}) mVM W&tfczERabihq M Henderson 8 D 7 AWgifcs 

6 04-B55 BAftaBDY(B7)(0})lMbn4NHtodBroenPD3 MAFtogeaM 

7 OfMSO RUKJT MARIA (123) fop Ogden) Its MRewhy 5 DO MrADmnasy (3) 

8 1HD00 IMNBQOLD02)(ll)(CkatorDHrlUnU(l)MChrenon7no .. . . hjyros 

« -2FP31 GMGSiFCK(USA)64{p)JM\tnDoGmB)lfcsJftnwnBDD RDrrawadyB 

TO -14030 SADLBTS REALM Pfl) (D)0>DRacnQ| P Hobbs 6 DO RWUgw(5) 

h PBfl BMafO(2mMsAMUpBdal)DBM>1h8DD PHotoy 

9 12-ttZ SBTALBOr(BT)raOVEBturt)Jad5DO TJ Murphy 

D «BS3 ONCXMOREIWUJCK{n<0)(WCk44M>URBHlBy8«O^HNHBHBB« 

14 81 -W VDUNG SRWIACUS OR P) © G HMyer) H My 8 1) 0 RFtorta 

9 -35384 AHTCE|F!np3}(D)FltaHlJMunp«5DO CFStanB 

9 3-SH PRBMBi OSOAHON (19) (CD) P Gwenriar^ N HandanonC T) D C LMwelyn 

V 183301 RUBMLKHA1R (30) (IR 01 Wbgm) B Bbon 7 D 0 C McCwmrok (3) 

« -3B20 [66) 6 bu,.--«4 S Coihoe (W) 5 X 0 KQndaB 

9 «O20 RQADRACfflj47)(D)pr6ameB)Piftthar8t)0 JAKcCMy 

20 1PPF4 THE HBRH RJRZE ft5) (C(R(Jm EM4 R Ptaotk 5 D 0 ADohfab 

21 -20591 EXBC1/TWEDK3SION (15) (D) (E0UWr) Prfch0b5 DD(7at)Jlrfl FoniUI R B 


4ft1 SAMAKAAN (33) (Lady 
WHO VBfTtrAOUT (331(D) 


1F224 RBfmn9) p(6 
-P5043 SOllfffl AH»EAL (4 
2 «Ffl WALK ON MX 65) 
4)546 HOME COUNTIES I 
1104 MEQMLLE IMJTAi 
MW KATHRYNS PET p 
6-fHF MMNAPRMCO 


E DECISION (15) (Q) (E 6 

N(3^ (Lady Hsnid ita VIMneSDQ 

KR-pa(D)^eftdnriMPipe5D0 

yj)(pieBniiarinU(|JTHta6»o 

Wto. (47) (CO) (R WA J R Hlfct) Q McCowt S O 0- 
HKp5$ttohamt Ftechg) NMesda(fci)7no, 

JNTIES (T8) po) Ate A HjrtoyJ J hWharlm IQ O Q„ 

ULnMREpmD)OanaafbnnsiOMFtoe7Da_ 
) W W (T* Mw M Rnriw B V 0. 

(WD» (D) (VftWtt RsciiBO Mb MRewfcy ( 
-30 teetered - 


— SIMy (5) 
.Jltenfcip) 
_DfM1agher 


WiftBaa state: 108L lh* htmdcsp M^fto: SngerFaL Sstoarte ResfclL tamBDO, Sfc WbctM 13b 
Oicb Mate fir Loc* M 121* VOivm Spanrous Artps SH lit. Awfer Gormuin feteboMak 
ShnterMRaedftecec Iho hunch Hxze. DocUon 9sf SB. Smnrhaaa. Urv ffAout, Anza 

Sound Appeal HW On Ux ON «t Ham Caabas to 4b, MaUb ASMre M 2fe Jtette)wirW 
B N Hi wiane fttecew SB. 

BEmtiGS 5-1 OMtupta M w* On »*, W SkUteoL 10-1 Planter Gsmtofan, 13-1 Ban 
Boy, 14-1 Otogar Fra, hroono, 164 Sastassn, 20-1 Boater Beroiod. SMtoate Rstore, W Tbw»- 
fa 22-1 Sorerajs, 28-1 ShooteiM, Amiga, Rang Spariacna, 28-1 fatohofthofi. 33-1 othu 
BBB: akwing Wind 5 11 B A P McCoy , D8 tw {M Vpdi Z7 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Master Bev ala d: Smart town fci tap-class cond f tens hunaes Inducfing length wwi 
over WaNtn SvidB at Haryttock. Vat to win h hamlcap company and vuharaUo 
Tbto IbeoatK Ex-French partormec Wal h cn length wfci over CKy Hal at Ascot 
(2m4l soft) bus tSBappofcrtfcig since and ftla hetewtator coid test hs msototion 
Decoopega: Bfartass lore Gold Trophy winner fromtSb lower. VMrtaad to can- 
firm ptedncpi with Seder!* Rasim (3rd) wlft the orasid coming right tor him paaki. 
Shankar Smart In 60647 and gradunty returning to form tar long tey-eft Un- 
lucky m mnrftg when 9 fangfim 7th to Dacot^raga at Newbury (2m heap, good) 
and Wb batter oM wfft wfcawr hare. 1MI be suited by ground and one to coraSdar 
Seranue: Continued progress Hto season with to lengths Kempton wtn o«r Road 
Racer from 100 towee Pteced off thte mark since but best on easy track 
Bama Boy: Out of kck sinca wfcitong this race fci *07 trom 3k> loww but 0 lengths 
4th hem last year from 7b highar ana Is ona to consider despke beioar tonn efforts 
on tergtoy unsuttatte soft gotog thta term 

Buddy Marvai s Ttet to tow early promise aid tootag faded this wrm.LJtflere^xmse 
when tried h bankers behind Grey Shot hare ki Nov and dffioult to fancy 
Danegokfc Reaped a good harvest ki minor company in tha autum but yet to shina 
in thte tads and wel hefcf by several of ftesa on most recent efforts 
Ginger Fosc Caraerbeet aftort whan beating Hoh invader vfc tongthe from 9b tower 
at Doncaster (2m heap, good to firm) Stokered flrat time here and wl here pound 
to sift, but no easy task at ths waighta Jenny PHmante tea Festal runner 
Sadterte Realm Prognwaha sort whose oaresr-bast 3 lengths 3rd to Decoupege 
to Newbury from 3b barer gives hsn chanea though softer going woted suit 
taneno: On uptynde wtwn twAPrisnProflp&c* n lengthen Ascc*(2mAt hear* good 
to soft). Cotid prooess agafci, butplarty to do at woigfasand query overtop 
Sh-UrtroteVei to tve lb to tel reputam although wetahtad m revsraa aflf^eaa- 
son sotoground farm wah Oaeoupago (Ob better tor eiengths). Ona to conskter 


son sotoground farm wbh Dacrotpage (0b better tor 8 length^. Ona to consider 
Once Mors For Luck: Winner of minor ha nteaps at Lstaetfer and Wotherfay and 
running wal Off new mark. Goes wtoi ki tat-rui race and potato place canddae 
toting Spartacws: Career-best effart when betolng Forever Nobis to Wtnvick told 
open to more In MO vem mL fart caiti s&ugtoa from out of the henJcap 
Ainitoe: Triumph fifth tastyesc Bto pti wlft Decaupage tore lengths on caresFbest 
ibte Trophy 4ft and cannot be rtesd cut wtoi ground to sift 


I cannot be riled out wfch 


. . . _ to ait 

ftamta Genre aU wchrpforirgwth awry rui and 3 tagBwVltenvIcirwfci over Snaremn 
Novices’ 3rd Arctic FAn^f tootong octr&srist now awuld be thereabouts artth last 
pace B3SuecL even though 5b out of the hsmfieap 

FtoahsIdialR tot to win way from SedgefWd (7 wins) but good (Hength 3rd to 
Grey -S it over C&D in Nov from 8fc lowac Somatfana to find 
Shentertoi: Looks flattered byB lengths 2nd to tetebraq at Laoperdsawn fci Dec 
and wl struggle lo revarse kdsr nmrang with Sadteri] Reafcn on are tarns* 

Rood RsearNot entirely out of it on « lengfts 2nd to Serenui to Kempton In Dec; 
but dkrawoHing since and poesUy best on rfghMiend course 
The French Futze: Martin P*» easKft Probably fitotored by temtChepftw 2nd 
» Erocutfvo Deoaion and Bitoy to struggle In tow Hkjhar grads 

Executive Dedetort: Back to form when fried in bftwera et Chspstna, batotog The 
Ftonch ftra 4 lengths, but Sb out of handicap here end beat on heavy (sound 
Samaicetec Roedy winner of novices to Haydock and Utethsrfau. 7b out of hanc*- 
cm, but pcaenfito and came* be tantaad In view to tonettaWBenor record 
Vent D’Aout Triumph Hurde 8lh bat year. LMa sperids this tomi apart ftom minor 
Tterton win and matae Mb appeal from 7b out ol handcap 
Ranzo: UseU efforts fci good nmlcs cornpan)* but exposed arhai 21 tongths 4th 
of B to Premfar Generation at Kempton (2m nov; soft) and wismjQEfB to am tabtes 
Sound Appeal: (ton ip to bast vften 0 length 3rd to Rahwaieh over CAD fci Janu- 
ary, but thto sH tavos Nm plenty to fhdlrom 7b out to the weights. 

WMk On Mfac ftjssbla tongshot on running h Anfthre Rutagete reos to Ffdryhouse 
13 months ago (dose 3rd gong when M 2 oul). Breelfing probtam whan (Js- 
appofcrted on raeppearancs tal rncmh 

Mane Counttee: VWnnar tom 1b tower 4 years agp but withflut a wto tor 4 yean 

and fitde obvious chance on recert eltarts, 

MsdaHtoMtairKEarly-ssiBonnovfcshat-tricffstioretMiwKftofcnpravegreBL- 
»y on latest Ascot 4th to Buckskto to mstas ary impression, though going w« wit 
Kstsfpr's Ret fcnnwshre winner of handkape at ftaitirwdon andDoncastei: btK 
wel beaten by Gfcigsr Fo* at Doncaster tato month end 7b mw atoh winner hare 
IikStom princess: wtonar cf taw-grade hantata at Perth nn<j Ludow. LM0 obvi- 
ous chanea from 27b higher than beet wring meric 
VERDICT: The onund to rl^ apte tor D6COURAGE, who sppaated to tare 
a tan in wd whan tendng ft* Ibts^ Gold Ttophy Hs^ bote tempting deepris ai» 
Mata fte wrighta Shenksr has a hefty p*d and haa Own Wd out tor tt*i but there 
are douW owte tamperament Premier Ganeratton, tarnane, Sir ‘Use* and 
BamakteO al terefteptototfisltopiwiaB * upset best OuretOQfc Shartkec 


CHELTENHAM 2.00 

C h L S T 

team h 11 Tl H H 

PagassRsc *1 91 5-1 IT* Ttt 

ahpfyCted H H M M W 
MbEJnS 198 7-1 7-1 02 71 

tato n-i t» p-i ri »i 
BteSete tH M 1»1 9 \ M 
Btagte P-1 W N-1 W W 
SadaPtep. w W-l a-i tw w 
tera Geest ZH 0-1 w-i tf-l w 
tateptes a-1 25-1 75-1 28-1 g-1 
B fa— 31-1 3H »1 3H 3»1 
towtea 2S-1 g-1 iw 2B-1 3H 
Cwnfcte tol an SO-1 KM 401 
MaaHfcd 401 <H W W ft , 
Ms* tea 50-t SM SS-1 SS-1 861 
3— MRgWar 48-1 SH BB-1 8»1 8B4 ; 
Owrirt QaM Wl Wl mi »t 1C0-1 j 
Poasftte ton mfrt wm »i me-i 
fc il MAirt] Wt 100-1 Wfri «H MM 
tagtato BB-1 we-1 WM »1 88-1 

TfcteAHaa Wl Wl TW Wl WH 
bate ISM 158-1 WM HOT T5P-1 
tewrUgH n>1 H8-1 gH 130-1 WH 
Eatati a gnaartat Kite pfc» i. 2 3 
CGHL HMhsiM, LLidbta IM*Tlto 


CHELTENHAM 2.35 

C H t S T 

teCnatey a-p M) a-o M 54 

OwwoSBaroa W 94 84 M 94 

ladyBqfcacts H M ti 3-1 1H 

Qtawte ^1 to* P-1 »1 M4 

Jb ta g-1 25-1 78-1 an an 

PSOyaRMWi to-1 33-1 P-1 2B-1 0-1 

atalfflrt an 25-1 281 75-1 33-1 

togte SH 4M 391 33-1 48-1 

tmm *61 *01 AH *0-1 80-1 

K—l 4M <91 «H 50-1 <M 

terdjfca 50-1 88-1 891 591 561 

Or—iHaak BD-T SB-1 SD-1 50-1 BH 

EHtewy a qremr be a*k pica l Z 3 
C(toKH vita MLUdntesSSM^ rite , 

CHELTENHAM 3.15 

C H L t T 


CHELTENHAM 3.55 
C H L S 
■alter* M 7 tJ s-t K 


41 ») *-l »1 

tenfcbw 61 TH H 7-1 W 

Ccete After tot M to-l »1 31 

PtecWtey 1M 8-1 1H W B4 

toh8tent in m 12-1 ' ia-r » i 

ntatTEteunm-l Di w-i »l c t 
LaaOpMa fri 8-1 284 g- i »f 

SttotadgaBi aw H-l B-t frt ZM 

Hite* z»i an g-i » i an 

Mltas 3M a-i aw a~i 2H 

nuta* a; a-i oi an a-i 

toScteBi 3-1 SU Si &1 W 

taorere 3H 3H 251 g-1 M-1 

team 


tedttato M-l 88-1 tel _8M _»i 

tewlRvrtte ffi.1 TO m 5W ” Jli 



CHELTENHAM 4.30 

C H L 8 T 

Dhas 92 "61 W 61 ' n-2 
Spare tater 1-1 61 0! 61 11 Z 

jjOtteUto 61 61 

Pwtea Caste W 7.1 

Hltagtantoar 81 61 61 61 H 

teg** 63 61 1 61 161 MM 

Atetagl tn 61 

Cn— yStar 12 -1 OT 12-1 C -T M 

lebitegaH* 1M 1M G-1 ii-1 W-1 

Ltetete H-1 161 U-i ti t ~i£l 

HutaratteopW W to! 9M H 

Suttafttei 261 in 3H iW iM 

fctaJgdm 33-1 33-1 25-1 “»T 261 


Erete-MV eQtearWatt, (bees 1 . 1 J 


CHELTENHAM 5.40 


rusitai 

T14 

62 

16* 

94 

M 

Mod HI 

n-4 

61 

61 

81 

81 

OotetNfa 

M 

M 

61 

61 

H 

BtetaTHte 

61 

61 

61 

ee 

61 

Eteteta* 

U 

M 

61 

61 

81 

Sis Unite 

161 

<61 

161 

161 

161 

(Mteteta 11-1 

14-1 

161 

H-1 

161 

Swyfar 

261 

»1 

«-1 

V-1 

«-1 


fitorgmaiteg g-i gH gj 22-1 « 

AdteJoaRRf *1 gl 861 891 

aworBta 50-1 86-1 S5-1 66-1 861 

Gratae 68-1 M61 88-1 BH 66-1 

■Rate cm Its dtl dbt tM rM 

Bategt a tpaiarte atk (tea 1, 2 3 
CCcat HWtalk LlabdnSSMvTDte 


Tbctay: A fresh Day, with the tem- 
perature unflreiy to rise above 12 
degrees. After a okxjdy start there 
stxaAl be surety sprite, though 
there is a chance of rah talar. 



tat ft— 261 361 S-1 33-1 761 

Stater 361 at 361 331 ZD-1 

tang Spates* 25-1 25-1 361 20-1 261 


□are faro FL 381 381 

M 381 

»! 

■suite WL 381 461 

JEM 

J| 


S—d Appall 361 361 461 48-1 461 

KtepfSPto 481 4Q-1 3M 33-1 40-1 

tatlltoto 33-1 0-1 IB-1 33-1 561 

tachtaa 361 861 361 50-1 50-t 

P—gto g-1 861 861 861 661 

Horn Co— 861 861 56' 661 861 




tetesy aqutensodk pins i, a a * 



1989 90 91 

— ! 3-7- 

M 0 0 


1999 9091 928394 959697 98 

FMa 0< the favo urite * : 187542 1 6 P 3 

Wtansriaptoc* in tetany 1Q0Q2J3 120 0 

Sbgtfng-prica*: M VO- 1 16-1 25-1 8-1 7-1 <63 9-2 20-1 2S-1 

Wfcwre'age*: 1098089 979 P 

Preffi or km* to El sttora: Favourite*. -C2J7 S*cond Rsvoirt** level 

Paroentaga of wtonare piacacl lot, a>d or 3rdln taat race: 80 

Shortes6prtead wfnneff Desert Orchid (BB8) 5^2 

LongreM-prlced tense Nortonb Coin jggg 100-1 

Tbp trekien No train sr has won this race mom than once fci the past t) yeare 
Tbp Jockey: No Jockey has aron this raco more than once In fta pest to yean 


£200 




I hi il . 




(Would you credit it?) 


TOTE CHELTENHAM GOLD CUP 

T"^ Live on CH4. 'S'.'. : 3 ' 5 T :T'. . 


llfl Florida Pearl 
3/1 Teeton Mill 


14/1 Unsinkable Boxer 


3/1 Teeton Mill 28/1 Simply Dashing 

6/1 Dorans Pride 50/1 Imperial Call 
6/1 Double Thriller 66/1 Addington Boy 


a/1 Escansfigue 
10/1 Suny Bay 


66/1 Go Ballistic 
60/1 Senor 0 Betnurtti 


14/1 See More Business | 

E/W one g u ret a r tbaodds ai ploacre 1^3- 


Fto 1W toy fafeti [tecs. preoiJaittaiiiBaaHBAlOri L 

TO APPLY FOR A CREDrT ACCOUNT, CALL FREE FROM BAM 

980 0103 

T2nssindaycre(Hafafateuaa20Ulitetb1999(Bil)Jtttbi 
NotappllBbtaueiditkigljibfofcnenfflaiXDttMaatoawB. 



/ Ladbrokes / 

For a bet, Ladbrokes are favourite. 
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THE SICKENING sight of a 
great, charging thoroughbred 
being reduced to a pathetic, 
limping beast cast a shadow 
over the second day of the Chel- 
tenham Festival yesterday 
Nick Dundee, widely pre- 
dicted to become the next great 
steeplechaser and the hot fav- 
ourite for the novice chasers’ 
championship, the Royal & 
Sim Alliance Chase, was pow- 
ering towards victory with all 
but one of his rivals beaten off 
when he crashed to the ground 
at the third last fence. 

The immediate prognosis 
looked poor as the horse was 

unahlp in stand nr, his near- hind 

leg and it appeared that the 
limb was broken. La ter it tran- 
spired that the injury mi^it not 
be quite as bad as first ap- 
peared, although the gelding’s 
racing career; if not his life, re- 
mains in die balance. 

His jockey; Norman William- 
son, who returned to the weigh- 
ing room in tears, said: "There 
was a lot of hype about this 
horse and I was trying to tell 
everyone that anything can 
happen in racing.” 

Nick Dundee’s trainer; EdcBe 
O'Grady said: "It’s quite serious 
as there's a suspicion of a crack 
at the end of his cannon-bone 
and fetlock joint Wfe will await 
developments but I'm not, as 
you say reasonably optimistic.” 
Cheltenham, pages 29 to 31 


Denis Irwin, the Manchester United full-back, challenges Internazkraale’s captain, Giuseppe Bergomi (right), daring last night’s European Cap quarter-final second leg in Milan 
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Wednesday’s solution 
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ACROSS 

I Refusal to have six 
counties included in 
agreement (6) 

4 Pipe used for air found on 
bench? (8) 

10 Rod and cane broken, 
perhaps (91 

II Cadet maybe, one 
accepted cry commander 
in southern Norway (51 

12 Emperor procrastinated 
somewhat, being reac- 
tionary (4) 

13 Retribution for person 
emcee endlessly 
castigated (10) 

15 With castle surrounded, 
behaved obsequiously (7) 

16 Exam in which studenfs 
given artide a sidelong 
look? (6) 

19 Shortage of darning 
thread? (6) 

21 Son interrupts musician. 


causing agitation (7) 

23 Not placing capricdoso, 
but lagrimoso? GO) 

25 Southern resting-place for 

northerner (4} 

27 Restaurant service, or vice 
versa (5) 

28 View expressed on 
paper 

29 Promulgation about a 
second pay cut? (8) 

30 Averting eyes when male 
pupil enters is decorous (6) 

DOWN 

1 Standard index of oil 
reserves (8) 

2 Regularise Scandinavian’s 
crossing of African 
country? (9) 

3 A chDd starting to 


English 


future (7) 

Route w here fere’s 
always going down 0.0) 
Condescend to be 
entertained h7 crude 
ignoramus (5) 

Agent for stair-carpet (6) 
Denied involvement, 
certainly (6) 

Magnify problems with 
starting to grow 
gardenias (101 
Questioning content of 
reUgkms education (9) 
Unubety to pass through 
Bury perhaps, witbora 
feeling (8) 

Watches horses (7) 

Illness cutting life short - 
its oven complete (6) 

Wbrk to journalist ex- 
pressed nis point of view (6) 
Patriarch about to take 
up new savings scheme 
initially (5) 

F^arty exercises 
intelligence (41 



European Cup: Ferguson’s men show composure in advance to semi- 

Scholes’ late strike j 
seals United triumph. 


IT WAS never easy and, for 
nearty half an hour it was very 
tough indeed, but Manchester 
United last night edged then- 
way into the European Cup 
semi-finals for the second time 
in three years. 

Having seen ofFRcnaldo they 

from Nicola Ventola but, just as 
it seemed Internazkmale might 
force extra time, Paul Scholes 
scored with three minutes left 
to secure United's progress. A 
unique treble remains alive. 
Next stop the more prosaic 
challenge of Everton, in the 
Premiership on Sunday. 

For Internazionale this 
match represented their last 
chance to salvage a traumatic 
season, one that began to go 
wrong when Ronaldo broke 
down in Paris last July. 

The Brazilian had a Norwe- 
gian tracking every step, Alex 
Ferguson having detailed 
Ronnie Johnsen to a deep-lying 
midfield role aimed at cutting 
out Ronaldo’s supply. This had 
the bonus of freeing Roy Eeane 
to push forward and he quick- 
ly took advantage, stepping up 
to shoot wide after 25 seconds. 

The game developed into 
an open affair with both sides 
having early chances. United’s 


FOOTBALL 


By Glenn moore 

at San Siro 

Internazkmale 1 

Manchester United 1 

United win 3-1 on aggregate 

best fell to Dwight Yorke, after 
13 minutes, but he was unable 
to steer Ryan Giggs’ teasing 
cross inside the far post 
This prompted a bout of 
pressure from Inter which 
ought to have reaped reward. 
Though Ronaldo was producing 
flashes of brilliance, it was Ivan 
Zamorano’s movement which 
caused problems. Jaap Stam 
had already been stretched by 
him, before he forced an error 
from Berg after 16 minutes. The 
Chilean advanced on Peter 
Schmeichel and appeared to 
have beaten him when the 
Dane dived across the striker 
He went down, the crowd bayed 
for a penalty, Gflles Veissfere 
waved play on. 

Fhrguson clearly had the 


strong referee he wanted 
though Zamorano had, maybe, 
fallen too enthusiastically. 

Within a minute Schmeichel 
had a g ain defied Zamorano, 
this time diving to party his 
dose-range shot Then Javier 
Zanetti slipped inside Giggs 
on the right and floated a cross 
over Schmeichel. It was al- 
most on Ronaldo’s brow when 
the boot of Berg intervened. 

Still the Nerazsurri came 
forward and, from a corner, 
Zanetti arrowed a shot towards 
the far post with the outside of 
his right boot It was eerily 
reminiscent of his goal against 
England in St Etienne but 
whereas then it had curled in- 
side the post this time it struck 
it and bounced away. 

Their sting temporarily 
drawn, Inter reverted to nig- 
gling with David Beckham and 
Diego Simenne hriptfly Hashing, 
then Johnsen and Giuseppe 
Bergomi were booked. 

As the half wore on, United 
came back into the game and 
Beckham put a brace of free- 


kicks into Gianluca Pagliuca's 
arms before Johnsen sent in a 
cross which Andy Cole ought to 
have converted. 

Half-time came with no 
score. The Italian TV company' 
broadcasting the match had 
been harking bads to previous 
Inter recoveries from two down 
against English teams, over 
Liverpool in 1965, and Aston 
Vfllafo 1990. If they were to pro- 
duce a repea tit was going to re- 
quire an nnpresavesecc»d hail 

Cole could have ended any 
thought of such a comeback 
soon into the half but. sent 
dear by Yorke, inexplicably fell 
oven It almost proved a costly 
error as, a minute latex; Ronal- 
do turned and burst through the 
United defence. Schmeichel, 
though, was equal to the task. 

A minute later Ronaldo cut 
into the box but this time, run- 
ning alongside Gary Neville, he 
tumbled to the floac The French 
referee, correctly waved away 
the penally appeals. 

The diving was becoming 
an indication of Inter’s desper- 
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ation. Next to go down was 
Elias, leaping over Keane’i® 
tackle on the edge of the bat" 
This time Veissfere had bad 
enough: out came a ydtow card. 

If the Brazilian was upset Ms 
miseiy was nothing to that rfhfe 
compatriot, Ronaldo as, just 
before the hoxu; Mircea Luces- 
cu withdrew his star player. It 
seemed a significant twist in 
United’s favour but it proved the _ 
reverse as, within three min- 
utes, his replacement, Nicola 
Ventola, scored. Benoit Cauet 
chipped the ball forward, it 
took a bad bounce, looped Over 
Keane and fell to the youngriec. 
He scored with delight. 

This was now a test of ebas^ 
acter as well as ability. FTom Ihe 
bench came another forward 1 
Francesco Moriero. The play; 
was now almost all one way as 
Intei; twice winners of the com- 
petition, sought the goal that:. 

would force extra tune, 
tanmazlonafa (5-A-l-2>: Pag*** Be®>_ . 
mi l Mon era. 691. Cotonnese. Weir. ZmA -■ ' 
Mnestre. Slmeone (Ze Bbs. aiOtt B*. ' 
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Prada’s cool. 
Gucci is posh. 
Versace shows 







you’re rich. 
But if you want 
pure fashion with 
an intelligent 
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k appearance, too, he is hardly a walking 
“^tisemoit for high fashion. When I inter- 
™ej^hewas,asaIw^dressedmIow- 
.j^jraps, sweatshirt aaddongy boots that hare 



mgjoo," fie says, ec- 
1 appearance. “It’s 
rologicaL" He looks 


Ifteals 


BH»tjon]fes apart 
as ifhe’sgolatra 


n his knee, 
nerve. “IPs 


r^JP«oaIV in important meeting.” 
hSSSSlIT^^'^' 9 !" 0 ^ started 


lit SDS°ffi2lf ^Jjpdraa^skffp suits that 


eurolepes and sent 


International murimts, fmramtnniijri to con- 
cept: onal fashion shows, were quick to appre- 
ciate him. Last year Chalayan was appointed 
design chief of the TSE New York fine, the hnc- 
my American label based in Manhattan. Ironi- 
cafix the capital of commercial fashion was the 
first to acknowledge that he was capable of 
designing clothes to wear, and not just to gawp 

at in arrmTpmpnt Hip high-street chain store Tbp 
Shop brought him in to design collections for 
them and, in iashion terms, yon cant get more 
real than that. 

Chalayan, who is now 28, has also been com- 
misskmed by the architect ZahaHatfiri to design 
uniforms &r the “mind' 1 section of the Millen- 
nium Dome, and Tbrkish Cypriot Airlines have 
asked him to come op with a makeover for its 
flight att endants’ uniforms, aeroplane interiors 
and logo. On top of all this, ChaJayaifs work is 
socotobeeahibitedmgallffiesmlbkyoj^fflma, 
New Yarkand Germany but he can't remember 
where exactly. Gradually, it seems, the world of 
design has embraced the Chalayan way of 


Design, where one tutor told him to 
“bugger off and study sculpture". 
'IUtors and students alike found his in- 
tense arguments about religion and 
identity if not irritating. 

Tbday he is a star and everyone 

wants a slice of his action. The Cham 

bre S yndicate, the French equivalent 
of our British fhshkm Council, is fry- 
ing to persuade Chalayan to aban- 
don London fhshion week and 
show his twice-yearly collections ir 
Paris. He has not yet decided 
whether toga 

“I would like to make London 
work,” he says. “It’s more chal- 
lenging than to move abroad, 
which is such a predictable pat- 
tern. And I hate the idea of being 
predictable,” he adds, somewhat 

unnecessarily. 

“Here is something sacred about mam- 
tainingLondon Fashion Week, but when it 



NeWSbric. 




fashion Awards. 


“It's fine," he replied, *just as 
long as you (kmt wear a lob- 
ster on your head.” 
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FAST TRACK 


What if we all 
sponsored 
a child? 

A 



i 




If we all supported a child in the developing world just 
imagine die difference we could nuke. The world's poorer 
people would ger a dunce to create a self-reliant future for 
themselves. Poverty conld be a thing of the past. 

You can take a vital first step towards defeating this poverty 
simply by sponsoring a child through AcdonAid. 

As a sponsor you’ll be helping the child’s whole communitv 
by providing access to safe, dean wares, health care, 
education and an escape from a life of hardship and 

You’ll see how your money is working through regular 
updates from our local field workers and messages back from 
the child yon sponsor. 

Contact AcrionAid today and join the many people who 
already make a difference. In return we’ll send you an 
information pack with a photo of a child awaiting your 
sponsorship. 

Fill in the coupon and bdp a child build a better future. 


Please send me further details about sponsoring 

_i_u * n m a s- s-t (v-r7 * b 



I c icasc acou uic immer ucul 

child, or call 01460 61073. 

fin interested in SHMfarinK in: 


Bn anaested m s po n sori n g im 

□ Africa □ Asa □ Where need k greatest 

Mr/Mn/Misa/Ms 


Address 


1 can’t sponsor a duki now. bat enclose a gift ofc 
□ £200 □ £100 □ £50 □ £25 □ £ 


FREEPOST B54868, 
Chard, SomeiKt, 
TA201BR. 
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2/COMMENT AND LETTERS 




Europe: what now? 


Sin fallowing the resignation of 
the European Commission 
members, ran we now expect an 
addition to this s ummer 's 
European elections, to allow os - 
the common people - to choose our* 
own Commissioners, thus allowing 
more accountability? 

ANDREW BOWDLER 
PokhfML ■ 

Nepal 


Letters To the Editor 


more 


Post letters to Letters to the Editor, The Independent, 1 Canada Sou 
fax to 0171 293 2056 or e-mail to lettejs@independent.co.uk. 

Letters may be edited for length on' 


, London E14 5DL and include a daytime telephone number, 


E-mail correspondents are asked to give a postal address, 
id clarity 


Sin I despair for those on hospital 
waiting lists; for teachers and for 
our children in crumbling schools; 
for our fishermen; for the 
thou san ds of small businessmen 
put out of business by overbearing 
regulations and EU officialdom. 

The resources, financial and 
human, that have been dedicated 
to the unworkable collective 
partnership that the EU is, can 
now be shown by the fatal report 
on the workings of the Commission 
to have been wasted. 

It is time that we stop pursuing 
through the EU our goal of 
peaceful mutually beneficial 
relationships with our neighbours. 
The Commission is beyond 
redemption. Our government's 
time should now be spent looking 
at alternatives outside of the EU to 
achieve this aim- We should 
demand repatriation of powers to 

Westminster, to give our MPs the 
ammuni tion to solve the problems 
in our country. 

DOUGLAS ELLISON 
Campaign far an Independent 
Britain 
London SE3 


Sir What does the word “resign” 
mean nowadays? Fbr EU 
Commissioners it appears to 
mean: hold a press conference, 
appoint yourselves back to your 
old jobs as “caretakers’’ and then, 
in the case of the British pain wait 
for the Blair government to 
reappoint you. One wonders what 
their definition of “responsibility” 
would be. 

Dr DAVID JTIMSON 
KidUngton, 

Oxfordshire 



Cuba No 4: Kids play basketball on the streets of Havana 


Michael MacSvoeeney 


Sin Let us accept all their 
resignations (and no golden 
handshakes) and put in people 
who have a sense of honour and 
responsibility and know the 
meaning of honesty. That would 
automatically rule out politicians, 
trade unionists and bankers. Our 
own Civil Service has a lot to be 
proud of and could act as a 
template. Failing that we could do 
a lot worse than replace the 
Commissioners with corner-shop 
owners, taxi drivers and 
fishermen. 

MARTIN ANDERSON 
Bray, 

Berkshire 


dialogue all the more advisable. On 
its part following relevant UN 
resolutions and like a friendly 
democracy. Argentina is firmly 
committed to searching fora 
negotiated solution with Britain. 
Etirthermore as stated in the 
Argentine Constitution, it remains 
bound to pursue its claim with due 
respect for the way of life of the 
present inhabitants. 

ROGELEO PFERTER 

Ambassador 

Embassy of the Argentine 

Republic 

London Wl 


could only happen once the 
Argentines had dropped their 
claim, tt is up to Britain to make a 
start and open discreetly a 
dialogue. 

ALASTAIR FORSYTH 
Eye, Suffolk 


People’s palace 


j Argentina’s case 

j Sir I welcome the reference to the 


United Nations, made by J Cheek, 
R Cockwell and S Halford in their 
letter of 16 March (“Falldands 
freedom"), since the world 
organisation has a significant part 


j to play in the South Atlantic 


problem. 

^ At the same time, I find the 
reference selective and 
incomplete for while recognising 
‘ the principle of self- 

determination, the UN has equally 
* stated the primacy of territorial 

[ integrity in certain colonial 

situations. Such pre-eminence 
r also found an echo in the 
j International Court of Justice. 

, Accordingly the UN has explicitly 

rejected tee application of the 
principle of self-determination to 
the “Falklands/Malvinas 
Question". It could not be 
otherwise, given that the islands 
were initially part of Argentina 
I and ever since their colonial 
t occupation Argentines and other 

c South Americans have been 

y banned from settling there. Self- 

t determination would not do justice 

_ to pre-existent Argentine rights 

and would legitimise the forcible 
and continued exclusion of tee 
original population. 

The inescapable historic and 
legal fundamentals of this issue 
J and its geographic reality, make a 

constructive and forward-looking 


Sir Why cant Britain face up in the 
Falldands issue? 

If tee rival British and 
Argentine c laims went for 
judgement to the International 
Court tee balance of probability is 
that the Court would find in favour 
of Argentina. Certainly the British 
action in taking over the Islands in 
1832 would be unthinkable now. 

Nevertheless tee islanders say 
that they are only prepared to 
settle down and live in peace and 
friendship with Argentina after the 
Argentines have dropped their 
claim. Until they do there will be no 
access to the Islands fin: 
Argentines and no talks. This is 
impractical politics. It is also a 
permanent finger in the eye of 
Argentina. The islanders justify 
their stance by emphasising their 
Britishness and denigrating 
Argentines and Argentina. 

The Islanders deserve a 
permanent British guarantee of 
their security democracy and way 
of life; that is such things as 
language, law and education. It is 
up to Britain to find a way of 
bringing Argentina to join in this 
guarantee. 

The islanders did not create the 
problem. It is a problem between 
Britain and Argentina; and there is 
no escaping responsibility by 
saying we must leave it to the L500 
voters on tee Islands to decide. 

Wh should look again at Prince 
Charles’s words. He hoped that tee 
two democracies, one big and one 
little, could live together La peace 
and friendship. He did not sty this 


Sir John Walsh’s article “A whiff of 
the secret state in a suburb” (15 
March) is an excellent advert for 
tee Crystal Palace Campaigns 
“war” against the rebuilding (Hi 
• the site of the old Crystal Palace, 
but there is another side to this 
story, involving the Single 
Regeneration Budget grant for the 
small parts of Bromley, Croydon, 
Lambeth. Lewisham and 
Southwark converging at the top of 
the ML 

The SRB grant will improve tee 
area, neglected by all the councils, 
and offer people employment 
training, support for local 
community groups and practical 
help for small businesses. 


Development of the fenced-off; 
dangerous mass of rubble 
alongside Crystal Palace Parade 
wiD remove the seedy atmosphere 

nnd grow a glass gntin- tamment 

centre for South London. The 
building will not “dominate the 
skyline”; it will be invisible to most 
of the residents. This is not a green 
site; it is a mass of building 
foundations on a dump shamefully 
neglected for 60 years. 

The arrogance of the L500 
members of the Crystal Palace 
Campaign is breathtaking -“so 
much professional muscle ... and 
we're still not winning”. There are 
250,000 people in the Single 
Regeneration Budget area. 

In its heyday tee Crystal Palace 
was known all over the English- 
speaking world for its brass-band 
festivals, its concerts, its cage-bird 
shows, its educational exhibitions, 
its football- ordinary Victorian 
and Edwardian events in the 
pleasure park 1 hope it can be 
used again as a leisure complex 
and pleasure park 


I have a vested interest because 
my great-grandfather was a 
trustee of the Crystal Palace and 
inv fomify always said it was burnt 
down in 1936 to’cetebratemy 
arrival. 

EAT PALMER 
Beckenham. Kent 


Family values 


Sir. I agree with Natasha Walter 
(Comment, 15 March) that a 
society which regards Kim 
Sparrow’s efforts to bring up her 
daughter as less productive than, 
say, selling doable glazing, is in a 
bad way This is not simply a 
feminist issue but illustrates a 
deeper problem. 

Families, while necessary to the 
world of business, are notan 
integral part of it Workers must be 
fed, washed and rested to work 
again and a new generation of 
workers must be reared and 
trained. This domestic work is 
necessary fbr the accumulation of 
capital but in itself produces no 


Sir: Nick Martin-dark (letter; 
17 March) says that Rosemary 
Nelson’s murder means that 
there can be no immediate 
decommissioning. Presumably 
the argument is that 
republicans win need their 
arms to protect themselves 
agains t ^ Trt * u>r TTrig 

cannot apply to weapons such 
as Semtex, heavy machine- 
guns, rocket launchers and 
detonators. If the IRA were to 
decommission these weapons, 
that would provide tee 
“credible beginning “ David 
Trimble has asked for to allow 
t he pe ace process to proceed. 
STEPHEN PLOWDEN 
London NWl 


IN BRIEF 


shops. TVy them; they’re good. 
Then there is the traditional 
wet fish counter at Safeway 
Maidstone. Is it realty 
supermarkets’ fault that 
sho ppers choose the 
convenience ofbnying fresh 
fish at the same time as other 
food, because they no kmger 
want to trudge from shop to 
shop? Supermarkets are a 
symptom of social change, not 
the cause. 

TONY COMBE 
Public Affairs 
Safeway pic 
Hayes, Middlesex 


dropped if tee UK agrees to 
accept GM foods? 

PETER MOSS 
Chippenham, Wiltshire 


Sin Andrew Marshall’s article 
about Btuewater shopping 
centre (Comment, 16 March) 
claims, “There is not even a fish 
shop in Maidstone any more. 
Safeway did away with that." 
Yellow pages lists two fish 


Sir: I have wondered why the 
US government has chosen 
this moment to escalate tee 
issue of banana imports to the 
level of a trade war. Could it be 
that it intends to use the issue 
as a bargaining counter to be 


Sir: As co-editor of a “gender- 
sensitive” prayerbook for 
Britain’s liberal Jewish 
community, I read with much 
agreement the Rev Bruce 
Deakm’s Faith and Reason 
column “God our Mother is not 
a trendy affectation” (13 
March). He could have added 
to his quotations from the last 
chapter of Isaiah: “Thus says 
the Eternal One.... As a mother 
comforts her child, so I win 
comfort you — ” But is it not 
time to lay to rest the 
misinformation that Abba 
translates as “Daddy”?” In 
Aramaic Abba just meant 
“Father". Only in modern 
Hebrew is it used as a term of 
endearment 
Rabbi JOHN D RAYNER 
London N 12 


Sin Caroline Millar (letter; 16 
March) could not make the point 
better— not all mothers ante to 
work outside the home while their 
children are smalL Neither do I, 
though I am a father; not a mother. 

Thank God for my partner; who 
works some of the time so that I 
can look after our daughter some 
of tee time. Thank God that our 
earnings and career prospects are 
similar so that economics does not 
force one of us into full-time work 
and tee other out of work 
altogether Thank God (hat our 
jobs welcome flexible hours, part- 
timing and working from borne. 
Thank God fbr grandparents who 
help out in any tight squeeze. 

Because my wife’s opportunity 
in the workplace is the same as 
mine, my opportunity to 
participate in childcare is the same 
as hers. This is the future. The 
main winner is our daughter who 
gets two dose parental bonds. 
DUNCAN FISHER 
CrickhoioeR,Poioys 


School tragedy 


Sir White at sdu»L considerable 
numbers of children pkty an 
extremity' dangerous gamv, 
strangling each other to the point 
of unconsciousness- “nus 
behaviour continues undetected by 
tee teachers responsible for their 
care and unchecked ovwra long 
period. One of the children «fies 
(report. 17 March). 

The coroner finds it “difficult to 
criticise" tee school and tee 
responsible senior member of staff 
accepts that it is beyond him to put 

a stem to these and similar 

activities. Tfterew* no screaming 
headlines about the dangers to our 
children from uncontrolled games 
“behind the bike sheds”, no 
ministerial intmww on theearfy 
evening nW ste!ecasto promising a 

complete shake-up of out-ol- 
classroom supervision practices, 
no demands for an independent 
inquiry of any kind. The ehfid is 
dead, and as the coroner remarked, 
-there is onfy so route you can do." 

This is verv strange. There ought 
to be some kind of puWk-outoy No. 
hang on. All this was at Eton, one of 
the great public schools, not a state 
com p rehensive school atoll! Midi, 

that's all right then. 

RON SONNET 
Southsea, Hampshire 


Chicken legs 


profit andimfividual firms have no 
direct interest in paying fra: it 

The mass entry of women into 
the job market on equal terms with 
men has served to weaken the 
anions and lower the price of 
labour To point this out renders 
one vulnerable; who, save 
chauvinists - and losers - can 
object to equality of competition? 
Once children enter the picture 
however the price of a market 
society becomes dean I am 
resolved to avoid entering a 
contest with women for most- 
favoured- victim status, but it is 
worth noting that Mr Brown ami 
New Labour have nothing to offer 
men as fathers. Unpaid parental 
leave is useless because even if 
men could afford to take it they 
fear losing their job or promotion 
to whoever is willing to work a 
more insane number of hours. 

If sexual equality is to mean 
anything more than a politically 
correct excuse for tee exploitation 
of labour we must put a price on 
“family values”. 

ROBERT CLAYTON 
Higher Fbxdale, Isle of Man 


Sir I can only assume that fruit 
flies are yukky already as tee yuk 
factor was not heard as a response 
to experiments some years ago 
that caused legs to grow where a 
fry's eyes should have been. 
Contrast the outcry over the 
" sinis ter" four-leg g ed chicken 
(letter, 16 March). 

Is confusion over chickens being 
a food source and the panic over 
GM foods obscuring what might 
have been intended as basic work 
in cell development, providing an 
insight into cancer growth? 
Somewhere along the way the 
chain of the scientist's duty to 
explain, the science journalist's 
obligation to report dearly and the 
public’s requirement to gain a 
baste understanding of science has 
seemingly broken over this issue. 
MARKTREGLOWN 
The Open University 
Milton Keynes, Buckinghamshire 


Sir Gerald DurreU writes in My 
Randy and Other Animals that 
among his collection in Corfu, 
preserved In methylated spirits, was 
a four-legged chicken. This would 
have been in the late 1930s. Has 
Greece once more led tbe world? 
MICKY GWILLIAM 
London SWll 


Choosing chaos 


Sir Gillian Shephard, the shadow . 
Transport Secretary has called for 
children to wa& or cyde to school 
in order to reduce the levels of 
traffic on the roacte (report, 16 
March). What a great idea - if only 
their schools were within waDdng 
or cycling distance. 

The grant-maintained status of 
schools and parents' school choice, 
implemented by the Tories, has 
produced a shambles whereby 
children cannot attend their local 
schools. Parents in Bishops 
Stortford are now having to send 
their children to a school in 
Stansted, Essex, up to nine miles 
away because all the local schools 
are fafl of children from outside tbe 
town. One child actually lives next 
door to his local school but will 
have to be transported to Stansted. 
JOHN R E BELL 
Bishops Stortford, Hertfordshire 


Pinned down 


Sir Nicholas Lezard (Irritations erf 
Modern Life, 17 March) is guilty of 
another irritation when he refers to 
a person’s “PIN number”. “PIN" is 
stands fbr “personal identification 
number”, so “PIN number” stands 
fbr “personal identification number 
- number". This irritant can also be 
seen in such usages as “AC 
current” (“alternating current 
current”) and “laser light” (“light 
amplification fay stimulated 
emission of radiation light”) . 

A J EDWARDS 

Tortola, British Virgin Islands. 


Sick parrots, gay dogs and the king of PR men 

ndontteotherdajr “Workmg m tdevlsion this that He tas been through the ■■ 1 — ■ ' ■ programme called Goa Dogs and “I don't think homosexuality is see him «•» , 

let exhibition - oc week, he said. Outside mv usual matins nattems of ever? nossible ran i i kv * > - uacAuumy is see mm. Its < 


I WENT up to London the other day 
to see the Monet exhibition - on 
more accurately, to see the queues 
for the Monet exhibition - but be- 
fore I could even get there, who 
should I bump into but my old 
friend Adrian Whrdour-Street, the 
king of public relations. Oc, if Max 
Clifford should happen to read 
this, the heir apparent, at least, to 
public relations. 

We merged into a little authen- 
tic coffee bac and Adrian asked me 
if I wanted a “latte”. 

“What’s that?" I said. 

“Tm not entirety sure, but every- 
one’s asking for it these days, so I 
do as welt Due latte, per pwre. So, 
how’s tricks?” 

“Fine,” I said. “And you?” 
Always lead the conversation 
back to Adrian, that's my motto. 
That way he never gets bored. 


“Working in television this 
week," he said. “Outside my usual 
(Kbit but Fm doing a favour for a 
friend who needs some PR doing 
for a new programme he and tee 
BBC have cooked up together He 
has a small freelance TV company 
that has persuaded the BBC to let 
teem make a trend-setting, mould- 
breaking series for them, oc tee 
grounds that they have come up 
with an idea that nobody has ever 
thought of." 

Impossible,” I said. “AH ideas 
have been done before.” 

“That is true,” said Adrian, “but 
sometimes people come up with a 
combination of two ideas that has 
never been Wed before My friend 
has come up with just such a com- 
bination: sex and animals.” 

“On the contrary,” I said “David 
Attenborough's already done all 


that He has been through the 
mating patterns of every possible 
living species.” 

“Not sex and nature,” said Adri- 
an. u rm talking about sex and an- 
imais- That’s different You know 
that animal programmes are very 
popular on TV at the moment? An- 
imal Hospital etc? All those poor 
ailing pets who get wefi on the spot 
for fear of being touched by Rolf 
Harris’s rough Australian hands? 
And you know that homosexual 
programmes and characters are 
also very big right now? Queer os 
Rjfk, for one. And what about that 
bloke from Gimme Gimme, 
Gimme?" 

“Yes, yes, yes...” 

“My mate is combining the two 
ideas in a new programme about 
homosexual dogs. Bound to be a 
mass sensation.” 



Miles 

Kington 

'Ever seen two male dogs 
mounting each other ? 
Course you have. Why 
do you think they do it V 


“They’ll never let him do it" 
"Ihey*ve already commissioned 
him. Series of six half-hours. New 


programme called Gay Dogs and 
Englishmen." 

“Shouldn’t that strictly be Mad 
Dogs and Englishmen ?" 

“Tfeah, but that tide’s already 
taken - they're using rt for another 
programme about the British and 
rabies.” 

I thought about it a moment 

“You're not seriously trying to 
tell me that the BBC hopes to 
boost its audience figures by at- 
tracting homosexual dogs?” 

“Of course not Ybu (font realty 
think it’s sick parrots that watte 
Rolf Harris, do you?” 

I paused again. 

“Do you think that there really 
are such tilings as homosexual 
dogs, Adrian?” 

“Of course there are. Why else 
do you think people would talk 
about ‘gay dogs'?" 


“I don’t think homosexuality is 
found mute in nature” 

“Dogs don’t operate in nature, 
sol They operate in man’s environ- 
ment and they pick up all man’s 
strange little ways. Ever seen two 
male dogs mounting each other? 

Courseyou have. Why do you think 

they do it? Because they like it, of 
course ! As a matter of fact, there 
are plenty of dogs pretending to be 
happily married with puppies, who 
are actually raving gays on the 
quiet" 

“Dogs in the doset?” 

“That’s the subject of pro- 
grapune 4," said Adrian hanofiv 
“When Dogs Come Oiit...” 
"Sounds like a load of tosh to 
me," I said. 

.‘H5 0urae ft’saloadof tosh," he 
said, “but it’s what the BBC wants. 

You askAlanYentob next time you 


see tom. It’s cross-genre pro- 
grammes they’re after. Cross- 
genre Is the new buzz word." 
“What does cross-genre mean?* 
"Oh, it means doing one pro- 
gramme in the style of anothec It’s 
what the BBC does when ft doesn't 
know what tee hell it wants. It 
means doing cookery as a. quiz 
show... or a really serious docu- 
mentary on something quite triv- 
ial, like the history of the drawing 
pin... Or doing apparenttyquitesea^ 
ious programmes about homo- 
sexuality in dogs. 

"Onfy thing is, we’re not suretf 
the public is quite ready forit, and 
well have to start spreading the 
word, so if you could rotation ft fa 
your column somewhere, tod bog 
jnst start preparing the ground. . T.- 
"Consider it done, Adrian, 
chum,” I said. 
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Don’t sacrifice our 
four-year-olds to 
an election pledge 

DISTURBING NEWS from the Allsorts pla y gro u p in Wey- 
mouth, Dorset The supervisor; Denise Pinney, says that 
her playgroup is losing its four-year-olds to the local 
schools, which are Introducing “pre-school" classes to cap- 
italise on the Government's commitment to education for 
the under-fives, and the funding that goes with it Nor is 
the Allsorts playgroup alone The Pre-School Learning 
Affiance claims that as many as 1,700 playgroups are in 
jeopardy this year; and that a total of 6,000 could dose by 
2002 if ministers fail to talw action. This represents a loss 
ofabout a third of the to tal nmnh grnf^ieh gurwj pft. It shouM 
not be dismissed as special pl eading - hy nursery cam- 
paigners. It goes to tiie very heart of the whole issue of 
educational standards. The standard- and suitability -of 
pre-school education is one of the main determinants of 
a child's later educational achievement and thus its 
prospects in later life. It is crucial. 

The minister responsible, Margaret Hodge, disputes the 
nursery lobby’s figures bat agrees that the situation is 
“worrying”. So it is. Common sense suggests that not all 
four-year-olds are equally suited to going to school rather 
than to a playgroup. There is at least as wide a variety of 
social skills and abilities at that age as at any other Cur- 
riculum-based learning does not sintall The Government 
is teen to promote diversity in other stages of education, 
but there is a dear danger that there will be less choice 
available to parents of the very young. There are unwel- 
come signs that parents are being coerced into accepting 
a school’s offer of a place at four years for their children 
as the surest way of securing entry to the primary schooL 

The introduction of the minimum wage is also a compli- 
cating factor Playgroups are largely voluntary, but some 
do employ staff It is right that those employees should 
receive a fair wage. But the price c£ that wfflte higher fees 
passed on to parents and the risk that playgroups w31 be 
restricted to the offspring of those on comfortable incomes. 
The notion of educational apartheid being implemented 
at such a young age is profoundly disturbing. 

The Government's guarantee of places in e d uca t i on for 
all four-year-olds and for a doubling of places for three- 
year-olds (to 190,060 by 2002) is, of course, welcome and 
long overdue. But excessive concentration on a narrow per- 
formance target again jeopardises the real point of the 
Government’s policy - to increase choice, encourage 
diversity and raise standards. 

Mrs Hodge has pledged £500,000 to “tide over” play- 
groups until the working families tax credit gives parents 
more money to spend on playgroup fees. There win be an 
independent inquiry. All welcome, but the Government 
should not mistake such moves for an effective polity. The • 
playgroups deserve to be treated seriously. 



How fares the Empire 
now, Mr Cook? 

NEW LABOUR has got around to modernising that most 
unpromising of subjects, the British Empire. The public- 
ation yesterday of the White Paper “Partnership for 
Progress and Prosperity - Britain and the Overseas Ter- 
ritories” marks a welcome change from the benign neglect 
that most nf these Cinderella co mmunities Have gnffar^a 
With the exceptions of the Ealklands, Gibraltar an d 
Montserrat, we have paid them scant attention. 

They are a mixed bag. Bermuda, the largest by popu- 
lation and the wealthiest, is what must now pass for a jewel 
in the imperial crown. Etapire loyalists win be interested 
to learn that we still retain sovereignty over Ascension 
Island (population 1,100), the aptly named Inhospitable 
Island (population nil, part of Tristan da Cunba), Oeno 


(population nil, part of the Pitcairn Islands), and, of course, 
the Chagos Archipelago, also known as the British Indian 
Ocean Territory They are a curious collection. 

By far the most important move in the White Paper is 
the return (A full British citizenship, with the right of abode, 
that was restricted to the residents of Gibraltar and the 
FhlHand Islands. There was more than a whiff of racism 
about this, and the removal of tte opportunity to work, train 
and study in Britain caused hardship and impeded econ- 
omic progress, most notably St Ffelgga 

Sadly, tins is not recognised by alL The Shadow Foreign 
Secretary Michael Howard has raised the spectre of immi- 
gration. Perhaps it’s just as well he’s taking early retire- 
ment. It is, of course, extremely unfitly that the wealthy 
citizens of Bermuda wiD be swapping their shorts for rain- 
coats and heading for Bermondsey. Even if the entire pop- 
ulations of tiie poorer micre-cammimities turned up in 
Britain, the numbers involved would be minuscule. 

The promised improvements in human rights and finan- 


cial regulation in the Overseas Territories are laudable; 
provided they are implemented sensitively. But one impor- 
tant question has been ducked. When we entered the 20th 
century we ruled over a quarter of the Earth's surface and 
nobody bothered to ask why. As we enter the next centu- 
ry it is curious that even this latest White Paper Ms to 
answer that same question. The Empire remains a thor- 
oughly unmodem affair 

Where there’s muck 

YORKSHIRE MAY want to become the first En glish 
region to have its own directly elected par liament, but it 
is going to have to drop some of its old traits if it is to get 
the ball rolling. The £25,000 that the Campaign for 
Yorkshire has set aside for a lobbyist may be enppg h to 
mate headway in Harrogate. But in London, that won’t 
get you a dinner with a junfor minister, let akme a question 
raised in the House. 


From the commission’s corpse a 
new democratic Europe could arise 


FOR THE more cultured Europhobe 
Tuesday’s resignation, en masse, of 
• the European Commission demon- 
strates, once again, the inevitable 
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Without foe self-identity and, there- 
fore, the legitimacy of the nation 
state, such bodies are bound to 
become coBectums of corrupt, sweaty 
ridiculous eunuchs, compensating 
) themselves in gold for what they lack 
in puissance. The League of Na- 
tions, foe International Olympic Com- 
mittee, the UN, the Holy Roman 
Empire, the Soviet Union and the 
Khanate of the Golden Horde - they 
could aD be prayed in aid. Only Nato 
and the British Empire seem, some- 
how, to be exempted from this list 
Ear such people human seif- 
organisation reached its zenith in 
the golden era of the European nation 
state - that short, historic moment 
sandwkiied in between foe unification 
of Germany sod the onset of the 
Second Wbrid Wan It is unsurprising 
thrt some of them are now calling for 
the repatriation of powers that have 
been “lost” since then to the EU. This 
week Mr Bill Cash (apparently sup- 
ported by William Hague) called for 
fishery polity to be handed back to 
national governments. 

■ m,' ThepniWem is that, within a few 
'▼years, the only things our competing 
free fisherfolk would find in our seas 
would be three cod, two sole and a 
hake. And then we could go to war 
over who had the right to catch tbote. 
The first Half of thk century was, in 
fonns^rfhinnanloss, the most^ violent 
and destructive in foe continent’s 
history-. and the European project 


arose out of the experience of nation 
states warring, just as publicly 
financed sewers arose out trf the 19th- 
century experience of cholera 
epidemics. And echoes of the Euro- 
phobes’ golden age were to be heard 
on the streets of Riga tins wee*; 
when veterans of the Latvian legion 
of the^ Hfeflen SS observed tinsr annual 
get-together; drinking beer and re- 
living old massacres. 

The desire that such national ego- 
ism should never again lead to war fo 
Europe wws axe major impulse behind 
foe creation of the Community Tbday 
we have other reasons as well: foe 
need to organise in foe face of massive 
speculative movements of capital; 
the need to deal with huge environ- 
mental problems of foe kind that foil 
to restrict themselves to small coun- 
tries; the need to maintain a large, har- 
monised domestic market to compete 
with those of foe US and the JbrEast 

This does not, of itself, mean that 
the nation-staters are wrong about the 
lack of democracy and accountability 
in many European structures. This 
week’s warnings, though* about foe 
p oss ibilities of many more deaths 
from newvariant CJD, should caution 
us to wait for foe report on how the 

BSE crisis happened before we assert 
that criminal mismanagement is 
somehow unique to the EU. It would 
also be fan; I think, to celebrate the 
p^rfraor dmar yfipepd erf the BP’S Com- 
raittee of Independent Experts, whose 
H-bomb of a report was detonated 
within six weeks of the Committee’s 
establishment And without an Anglo- 
Saxon anywhere in sight! 

And yet, despite the defensive tone 



DAVID 

AARONOVITCH 

Such bodies are bound 
to become collections 
of corrupt, sweaty, 
ridiculous eunuchs 

of mud) of this article, so fer I find my- 
self elated by this week’s events. All 
of a sudden, as though a fog has lifted 
from a mountain peak, I have seen, 

spread out wbat Europe could be Eke. 
instead of the deadening bureaucratic 
complacency of the established pro- 
Europeans (and their sponsors bad: 
in the much-vaunted nation states), a 
brief vision has been afforded of a 
itonKwrati^ djg pntflfwwB, vihrant Ear- 
ope. From this week, instead of two 
camps there are three. First, of 
course, there are those who wish to 
discourage the project, and - that dis- 
couragement foiling - wish to disen - 
ga ge from it This is. I think, the logic 
of the Hague position. The second is 
the old school of Eureditheq which 
wiB want to do as little as possible in 
foe wake of the mass resignations. 
This group wishes for foe advan- 


tages of union, while refusing to give 
up the power and privileges exerted 
by national governments. After aD, the 
Commission in its present form is 
their creature, kept; undemocratic, 
because to make it democratic would 
be to make it a threat 

And then -oh joy -there is the new 
Third Way. Which is to take hold of the 
project and make it ours; to create a 
proper European political entity. In 
tins entity aD derisions should be taken 
at the lowest appropriate level. And 
all should be subject to the three great 
virtues of openness, transparency 
and accountability. So People’s Eur- 
ope would require that decisions 
taken at foe European level should be 
democratically accountable to bodies 
elected at that level Thus, foe Euro- 
pean Parfiament should have powers 
of scrutiny censure and recall, com- 
plete with foe foil paraphernalia of 
hearings and vetoes. Indeed, there is 
a case for allowing it to appoint the 
commisaoo president Unfortunately 
the closed-list system of proportional 
representation, by winch MEFs will 
be elected m the UK, will not suit the 
People’s Europe. There we wiS need 
to distinguish between the individual 
candidates of the different parties. 
That’s OK, Toqy, anyone can make a 
mistake - let’s change it to an open- 
list system for next time. 

And why should not camnrisgiQQers 
be directly elected in their own coun- 
tries, such elections to coincide with 
those for the European Parfiament? 
The idea floated yesterday that they 
be formally approved by the House of 
Commons, adds little accountability. 
We can do much, much better 


The establishment objection to 
this surfeit of democracy tends to be 
a tedmoaatfcoDe.lt wiD (they argue) 
leadtoannnwetaraepofitinisa ti onof 
institutions that rdy upon consensus, 
and to a tendency for commissioners 
to play to the public gallery rather 
than to do their jtfbs in stolid and un- 
spectacular fashion. These are, in- 
deed, foe drawbacks of democracy. 
But what Europe needs right now is 
democracy And the problem with 
providing that democracy is not 
supra-nationafity but nationality. 

So, of course, it is the Europhbbes 
who feel most threatened by all this 
talk of new institutions and acemmt- 
abOily That's why the most intelligent 
of them, including Michael Portillo, 
have been careful not to crow too 
loudly this week, for fear that we take 
foe demands for greater account- 
ability seriously. 

Scratch ’em and many Euro^iobes 
are nationalists first and democrats 
second. For them the nation is more 
importantthantteprerisetypeofgov- 
ernment An md^jendent Britain run 
by a junto of Army officers would be 
preferable to a united Europe con- 
trolled by a mnffffin gnal parifamcnL 

That is not, I think, the view of the 
British people. This May we will hold 
elections for the Scottish Parliament 

and the Vfelsh Assembly with scarcely 
a rumble of discontent from foe Eng- 
lish shires so fac And just as we have 
been perfectly aide to encompass 
new political entities in those parts of 
our country so we are also capable of 
. participating in new democratic for- 
ums that cover the whole of Europe. 
tPest-cepas? 


Q uote of the Pay 

“He's not very bright - he failed his ll-plus.” 
Phyllis Prescott, 

the Deputy Prime Minister’s mother, on her son 

T HOUGHT FOR THE DAY 

“No kingdom has ever had as many civil 
wars as the kingdom of Christ” 

Charles Montesquieu, 

French philosopher 
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CLINT ON AND foe prime mfa- 
isters of Britain and Ireland 
*«fid try their best to dis- 
to pro-British. parties 
from denying Sinn E^n the 
cabinet posts it won. At the 
same antei they should seek 
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kap® by negotiating a staged 

and 
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f^cts the p rovince's ethnic 
' !*od 

spat 


ron saint ultimate responsibil- 
ity for preserving peace be- 
longs with the people of 
Northern Ireland. 

Dallas Morning Netos 

ALTHOUGH TRADITIONAL in 
tecentyears, it is still odd that 
Northern Ireland politicians 
am transplanted fa Ufadfagfon 
on St Patrick's Day to engage 
in domestic political problems. 
Clinton will do his best to 
square circles, but the out- 
come may not be decided until 


MONITOR 

ALL THE NEWS OF THE WORLD 
Irish and American comment on 
St Patrick's Day and the peace process 

foepofitidansretumandcome NORTHERN 
i j., a j nn jr nia i iPJHfers will be m wasn 



! f 


open, with no more painting 
themselves into corners. 
Belfast Telegraph 


Patrick’s Day- Much has been 
achieved this past yeas but 


be done. Monday's horrific 
murder of Northern Ireland 
attorney Rosemary Nelson was 
a bloody and brutal attempt by 
those who live by the bullet and 
bomb to destroy foe political 
process and the peace that the 
people of Northern Ireland 
have so courageously fought to 
forge. TheywiD not succeed In 
the name of Rosemary Nelson 
and all the other victims who 
have died, we must go an. 
Boston Globe 
(Marjorie Mowlam) 


TODAY PROVIDES a glimpse of 
what could be. AD and every 
shade of opinion is out claim- 
ing St Patrick for themselves, 
though in different ways. It 
shouldtepossibfe for all the dif- 
ferent Sags and emblems to fy 
together instead of AT each 
other It can only happen when 
no one is trying to control or 
dominate' anyone else. In that 
case people migh t find they 
don't need flags and emblems 
to defend their identities with. 
The Irish News 



Thanks a 
millennium! 

Call now and Oxfam can do even more to 
help some of the world's poorest people - thanks 
to you and Gift Aid 2000. 

From today you can give Oxfem Just £5 a 
month, When your total gift reaches £100 it will 
qualify for Gift Aid 2000 adding another £30 to 
boost our work. Thanks to you and Gift Aid 2000 
we can help more people. 

Together, we an make the millennium a real 
turning point for people who live in desperate 
poverty Please don’t miss this opportunity - 
we’re depending on vour gift to boost our work. 

Please call now or return this coupon to 
Oxfam. Thanks. 


You pay 
just 

£5 a month 


Gift Aid 2000 Oxfam 

adds £30 recedes 

to your gift £130 to help 
poor people 


CALL 


01865 312 409 

For more details 



YES, 1 would like to help Oxfam GIFT AID 

to do more for poor people in the new millennium. 
Please tell me how a gift of just £5 a month can 
qualify for Gift Aid 2000. 

NAME: MrfMreAta/Mfes 

ADDRESS 


POSTCODE. 


mBumraeaDi 


Please return to: Oxfam, Room B001» 

FREEPOST (5CE 598), 274 Banbury Road, Oxford OK2 7YY 

Oxton raeairwtwrf cWtahmaM 
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Pandora 


I can hardly hear myself shop 


F&ESH OUT of rehab, Kate 
Moss is spoiling for a fight 
with her rival mannequin 
Claudia Schiffer Croydon's 
top poster girl thfa week 
slammed SchiHer’s alleged 
roWnce with the illusionist 
David Copperfield as “phoney 
and tasteless". Modellists 
believe Moss’s sniping 
spring from a recent Schiffer 
interview in which she 
slagged off a “clique" of 
younger models who “played 
too hard" at the expense of 
their careers. Claudia named 
Kate as prime offender We've 

ndt heard the last of this. 


QUIET PLEASE, big brains 
at work: it takes an 
American PC operator four 
separate keystrokes to 
create the new cross ed-E 
symbol for the euro. 


Until then she “doesn’t intend 
to take action against Jagger 
or anyone else”. Smart 

w oman. 


PROSTITUTION 
CONTRIBUTES £L2bn 
annually to the economy, 
according to Marketing 
Week. Does that mean it’s 
more or less screwed than 
we thought? 


STELLA MCCARTNEY was 
spotted “nuzzling” the- rock 
lothario Lenny Kravifz at a 
RocKTfRoll Hall of Fame 
party this week. The duo then 
ducked into a hotel bathroom 
together for a few minutes. 
“It wasn’t long enough for an 
assignation,” erne eye-witness 
says, “but one wonders what 
they were doing.” 


TlfE PUBLIC Records Office 
recently unsealed material 
revealing Field Marshall 
Montgomery’s robustly right- 
wing attitude to colonial 
independence - African 
subjects were all “savages”, 
was the old soldier's 
considered verdict The Daily 
telegraph's news reporter 
assigned to cover this story 
was scooped and, as he 
tremulously awaited a 
bo llocking , the summons to 
the! editor’s office arrived. It 
was not that the hapless hack 
had omitted to file on Monty’s 
uncompromising news. The 
whole point, Charles Moore 
m plainfifl, was that 
Montgomery was a great 
visionary. As the rest of us 
count the days until the 2ist 
century (290) ifs reassuring 
to see Mr Moore still gamely 
struggling to get to grips with 
the 20th. 


CHATHAM HOUSE (aka the 
Royal Institute for 
International Affairs) hosts 
a timely talk tonight: Sir 
Leon Brittan is scheduled 
to speak on “Corruption 
as a Threat to World f 
Trade”. 


CELEBRITY rtH 

NIGHT school - 
another public .'-'■k&S 
service from 
Pandora. Looking 
for a glamorous 
life? Whnt to get egd 

paid for showing re 

people round your ’ fe s* 
lovely shed? Look : Jug 

and learn with a «p| 
Brazilian lingerie ^_.«§gl 
model, Luriana ; 

Morad (pictured). : . 

The 28-year-old .H||| 
Morad met Mick v 
Jagger at a concert 
in Rio last summer; 
and rumours swirled k| 
this year that she's mj 
carrying Lippy Mick's I 
lurve baby. But Morad I 
has refused to kfas'n'tefi, ■ 
or even publicly confirm ■ 
whether Jagger's the M 
shooter - although her £ 
mum and friends insist 
he's the man. 

Apparently Morad plans a 
DNA test when the baby's 
bora, to determine paternity. 


SO ITS goodbye Gay Pride 
Festival, hello Gay Marti 
Gras. Readers may 
remember that last year’s 
festival, organised fay Pride 
Events, ended in a messy 
last-minute cancellation 
with outraged ticket- 
holders short on reftmds. 
But now a brave new 
consortium of pink 
businesses bas taken over 
the annual test and named a 
new chairman for (he 
revamped festival - one 
Kevin Sollis. The market 
research outfit Chronos, 
whose proprietor, fey some 
wQd coincidence, is Kevin 
Sollis, has published the 
results of a survey on what 
the gay community wants 
from its annual event. 

These show that a for-profit 
firm should take over the 
event... and charge a higher 
admission fee. What luck! 


PANDORAPHILES WILL 
remember how Draconian 
membership rules pushed 
free-spending MPs and 1 
__ researchers out of the 

Commons Sports and 
w Social Club ban Takings 
are down and law spirits 
5 ? prevail; one member 

; .A complains “we got to 
get some beei; we 

Jminc'lk atmosphere." 

Perhaps non- 
members 

re ^ res ^ mej3 ^’ 

pounding in 
the chamber 
are popping 
• out for a quick 




^ PETER 

J*§ MANDELSON fefi Off 
S a table while 
j speechifying for his 
J former assistant 
Beqjy Wegg-Prosser 
this week. Ihe party 
was held at Marco 
Pierre White’s bar- is 
this the first time 
Mandy has gone down - 
on the Titanic? 

Contact Pandora by 
e-mail: pandora® 
independenLco.uk 


SUNDAY lunch an the terrace in 
verdant Kfllinghurst, overlooking 
a daffodil-strewn glade scarcely six 
miles south of Godaiming, jewel of 
foe Surrey Tyrol - It was an invit- 
ation few Londoners would pass up 
lighity. We didn’t. Besides, it was 
Mother’s Day and my mother’s ter- 
race oveHooking the glade that she 
had planted w it h daffo dil b ulbs jind 

ova: which, she told us proudty, she 
had subsequently poured buckets of 
liquid manure using the attractive 
rainwater barrel X gave her for 
Mothering Sunday last year I said, 
faintly that I was glad she had told 
me what was in the barrel. No one 
heard me. It was not the best mo- 
ment for speaking faintly, or in- 
deed for saying anything at .all, 
because suddenly all the normal 
country sounds - birds twittering 
lambs baa -in g, voles ^laghfag; soft- 
footed through the dewy giebe etc, 
were drowned by a mflEon-dedbel 
roar of revving engines. It seemed 
to be coming from the cornfield be- 
yond the glade. 

“Good God, what's happening? 
What on earth is that a ppalling 
noise?” I shrieked. 

My mother; apparent# uncon- 



Sue Arnold 

No wonder the vacant- 
looking assistants can 't 
tell you if they sell 
A4 envelopes or Sellotape 


ceraed, was showing anyone who 
was interested (not many) exact# 
bow to make liquid manure in a rain- 
water barreL “Oh, that," she said, 
“fife the motocross.-Ybu know; those 
long-haired boys in leather jackets 
racing round and round on motor- 
bikes. They are allowed to doit <me 
Sunday a month. A lot of the neigh- 
bours have complained, but funnily 
enough you get used to it." 

Do you? I dotft think I do. But if 


more than a million people 
(according to a new report from the 
Royal National Institute for the 
Deaf) are working in places where 
the noise levels are damaging their 
health, I suppose they most Thirty 
years ago, when we first moved to 
the King’s Road, Chelsea was a 
rdativety quiet part tf London! The 
pub opposite, ti» Lord Nelson, was 
a spit-and-sawdust job with old. 
gaSers in titters tailing about the 
dogs to blowzy barmaids called 
Doris. If there was music in the 
shops, and I dotft remember there 
being any it was Roger Whittaker 
singing “Durham Thwn (The Leav- 
in’)” coming from a wireless. Ybu 
sawpoBcecars, fire engines and am- 
bulances but you didtft automat- 
ically hear them. 

All Jhat has changed. Pofioe cars, 
fire engines and ambulances always 
have their sirens going full-blare 
even if it’ s 4am and there’s nothing 
in the King’s Road except Cor a 
couple of Hoorays hailing a taxL 

The best and truest line in an 
- otherwise dismal sitcom I saw on 
television the other night about 
training new police recruits was; 
“Please Sarge, can we play with oar 


neefrnaws now?” All the shops in 
the King's Road, even the ones 
that sell only stationery, have the 
sort cf mnsic fort foeRoyalNational 
Institutefor foe Deaf s Indecent Ex- 
posure report would condemn as 
hyperdedbel and ffiereforeiqjuri- 
ous to health. No wonder the vacant- 

looking assistants can’t tell you if 
they sell A4 envelopes or SeOdtape. 
Their brains have been permanently 
damaged fay the relentless caco- 
phony pouring down on them from 

the quadraphonic sound system. 

. , It is quite posable that I perma- 
nently damaged ..my child's 
emotional development the other 
day in a King's Road shoe shop, 

. where we were trying to buy 
sensible lace-ups. 

Having tried gestures, sign 
Language and lip-reading, 1 event- 
ually screamed at the assistant 
that Td have to leave unless she 
torhed the music down. She didtft 
merety tom it down, she turned it 
off The affect was extraordinary. 
Everyone in foe shop froze. It was 
- - as if she had turned the lights off. 
“I can’t believe you did that. Mum”, 
stormed my child afterwards. “Hon- 
estly, you’re so embarrassing.” 


Better embarrassed than deaf, I 
say but alas, I think iFs too late. Un- 
like me, they’re used to noise. They 
can simultaneously listen to rap 
muacrwftb the volume turned up to 
maxim um, and write passable es- 
says on Macbeth. For no sensible 
reason, our new television set has 
a device that can alter tire type of 
sound it gives - thus disco, drama, 
movie, church, stadium and cosmos. 
The touderyoupteyit the better the 

effect, said the man who installed it 

Whether he should be encour- 
aging such irresponsibility, and 
whether Middtemarch sounds bet- 
ter on disco, I cannot say, but I do 
know fort we dotft watch TV on Sat- 
urday nights because there’s so 
much noise and excitement coming 
from the pub opposite, which is now 
caUed The Trafalgar: No more saw- 
dust, gaffers and barmaids called 
Doris. The -Trafalgar is smoky, 
crowded and so noisy tbat at 
midnight, when the police cars 
arrive to break up the fights and 
make the arrests, you catft in fact 
hear the neee-naws. That’s why 
people go to the country on Sundays, 
for the peace. Bikers probably feel 
the same. 


Where do blacks and Asians 
fit in a devolved Britain? 


IT IS extraordinary that devolution 
is almost upon us and there has 

hardly hf»pn any mpjrnin gfiil national 

deb a te - and i mean a national 
debate -on the biggest constitutional 
changes mthfa country since Britain 
joined the European Community in 
January 1973. For a “people’s gov- 
ernment”, this is friCTQMsahV 

Last week, Oxford University 
Press organised a debate on devo- 
lution in a bafi packed with social- 
ists, designer politicos and large 
numbers of English nationalists 
who feel inconsolably let down, not 
by what is happening bat because 
they have never been asked what 
they think about it I felt for them, 
because that is exactly how most 
black and Asian Britons are re- 
sponding to the developments. 

The debate was chaired by the 
constitutional expert Robert Hazel! 
and included Labour's Ron Davies, 
the Scottish National Party’s borne 
affairs spokesperson Roseanna Cun- 
ningham, aiKl the professor of polit- 
ical science at the London School of 
Economics, Brendan O’Leary. 

It became dear during foe course 

ftf Hiis jnfcpr psting lriit in wmiliiTt ahlft 

event that real argument has been 
eschewed by many in favour of a 
warm, cultish Loyalty to the cause. 
These people display a blinding 
clarity which many erf us simply 
cannot share. 

Talk of devolution, regional 
autonomy and decentralisation is 
built on the bogus notion that Great 
Britain consists of four nations-in- 
waiting all ready to be released 
from captivity under Westminster. 
New Again Britain will be made up 
of these provinces re-engaging in a 
grown-up way to make a modern 
nation of willing partners. There will 
be no real break-up of the kingdom, 
enthnsiasts believe. This viaon has 
been promoted so successfully tbat 
to question the idea relegates you to 



yasmin 

alibhai-Brown 

We resent Britain being 
called four nations': it 
is made up of more than 
70 different communities 

the airless, tight space occupied by 
Teresa Gorman. Yet there are 
anxieties that are building up, not 
only amon g the English but, even 
more so, among black and Asian 
Britons too. 

Wfe are alarmed at the way 
powerfol words sndi as “statehood”, 
“nationality”, “ethnicity”, “sover- 
eignty”, “race" and “culture” are 
being used fra- their own purposes 
by d evolutionists. We resent the 
way this country is now described as 
consisting of “four nations” when in 
fact it is one nation made up of more 
than 70 ethnically identifiable 
communities. 

How do you define a nation with- 
in a nation? Are we talking territory? 
Is it language, accent or a common 
religion? Are we describing ances- 
tral connections fort mak e Mfo hart 
Aspel still a northerner and Mehyn 
Bragg always a chap from Cumbria? 
Is this a promotion of dangerous be- 
liefs about a pure identity? Does it 
exdude “newcomers”? Will devolu- 
tion make a new mini-nation which 
is inclusive and diverse within a 
larger bloc that is even more so? An 


impressive paper written fay Ron 
Davies is based on this idea of a cos- 
mopolitan "Welsh identity. It is a 
very good read. 

The problem is fort such things 
are not in the gift or control of 
politicians. There is no such thing as 
a simp le political settlement among 
“nations”. Culture, self-under- 
standing, ethnicity and nationalistic 
passions arise out of sudi settle- 
ments in ways that cannot be pre- 
dicted. Add to this territorial 
demarcation and the result could be 
lethal. Alreatty said Cunningham, 
there are piles of new history books 
being written in Scotland. Do they 
talk about the African reghnent that 

rirfporipd TTflrir ittn’g WbB in thg thir d - 

century AD? Yfes, she says, although . 
she is furious that I am agtmg such 
a distracting question. like many in 
her party she does not understand. 

Thke the SNP politician George 
Kerevan, who states; “An inclusive 
civic identity is more easily accom- 
plished inside a small country such 
as Scotland, where names such as 
Lazortiwicz,Damarco and Ali are al- 
ready considered as Scottish as 
McDonald." This is like French cul- 
tural arrogance, the idea of ab- 
sorption into a greater culture 
instead of diversity and equal re- 
spect Ali can never wear a kilt, but 
he may not want to. What happens 
tf be wishes to live within his own cul- 
tural enclave? 

Politically ambitious friends of 
mine in Whies and Scotland feel 
under conshlerable pressure to con- 
form to foe devolution theology. The 
idea that Scotland, Whies arid Nortfa- 
era Ireland are by definition better 
at multiculturatism is absurd. Read 
foe tales of racism regularly re- 
ported in the Scottish press. My sis- 
ter has lived in the Welsh vaDeys far 
20 years; she is still an outsider. 

Now the English are restless 
andiffoe 20 different leaflets handed 



The BNP’s Roseanna Cumungham 


Chris Watt 


to me are a sign, they want their own 
parliament It might be a good thing 
for all erf us if foe English felt better 
about themselves and less indignant 
fort they have been left carrying the 
burden of slavery and empire. The 
Scots, Irish and Welsh were there 
too, remember: 

But I am not English. My sister 
is not Welsh. My son, who will 
probably stay on in Scotland after 
university is not Scottish. We are 
British. Stuart Han has pointed out 
that it tookSO years to describe our- 
selves as British, as a statement not 
of defiance but ofbekmgmg. And now 
they have so deflated this term that 
it is becoming flabby and meaning- 
less and we are pushed down the 
line, below foe Scots, Irish, Welsh 
and English 

Of course there are black and 
Asian people in Scotland who are 
strongly pro-independence. But 
raise the thorny subject of the trial 
of Mohammed Sarwar and see how 
vulnerable this makes them. He is 
“only an immigrants, “a Pa ki st a ni ” , 
“not one erf us”, I was told by a local 
ex-politician in Edinburgh. In Scot- 


tish universities, anti- English graf- 
fiti are everywhere and prejudice is 
on the rise. Patriotism spills oven It 
enables xenophobia to wear re- 
spectable clothes. Over-developed 
regional identities hold foe same ter- 
rors. Talk to Asians living next to 
white Ybrkshiremen or check out the 
violent racism in Cornwall, and foe 
romance with the regions soon dies. 

Sarajevo was destroyed because 
it symbolised the kind of diversity 
nationalism could not manage. Our 
major cities stand for the same 
important values. 

If we blacks are going to be mar- 
gmalfaed in tins new carye-up, l wish 
to claim London, Birmingham and 
Manchester for afi those who reject 
the crutches of nationalism and 
who embrace the complexities of a 
British identity. We will have strict 
immigration controls to keep out 
people wishing to escape the 
boredom of Henley; although immi- 
grants from the Third World will be 
welcome. Day passes will be made 
available to those unable to survive 
without Indian or Chinese food. I 
may even stand for mayor 
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f MOST OF the recently 
expressed concerns 
about developments in 
biology, especially gen- 
etics, have focused on their ef- 
fects co animals, plants mtH Hw 
environment The ethical and 
social issues opened up by de- 
velopments in human genetics 
and neuroscience, however; 
are sorely as serious. We are 
at the aid of the decade aftbe 
brain, fait my colleagues are al- 
ready suggesting that 2000 
opens the decade of foe mind 
Vast masses ofdata, from mol- 
ecular genetics to the products 
of new im a g ing techniques, 
are pouring in. Neuroscience, 
and increasingly neurogenet- 
ics -whidi lays daim to iden- 
tifying genes that predispose 
us to behave in certain ways - 
is offering seemingly biologic- 
ally determinist explanations 
for why we do what we do. 

Thus evolutionary psych- 
ology ggpknwtt human univer- 
ses, from the claimed 
preference of men to have sex 
with younger women to that of 
women to marry older men, in 
terms of genetic programmes 
laid down during an evolu- 
tionary past tbat have buOt our 
modular minds to ensure the 
survival of our selfish genes. 


More conventional genet- 
ics offers us genes not for su<± 
so-called universals but for 
differences - for violence, al- 
coholism and criminal behav- 
iour; to say nothing of 
religiosity and tendency to mid- 
life divorce. In combination 
with neurophilosophers, these 
new breeds see our minds re- 
duced to our brains, and oar 
brains to rampirtatjimal de- 
vices. Soon every one of our 
thoughts and actions, they 
argue, will be explicable in 
terms tf neural processes. 

I regard many of these 
daims as not merely excessive 
but unattainable, because they 
mis-speak the ways tbat minds 
and brains work as parts tf 
open Systems, as much foe 
products of our personal life 
histories, culture and social 
organisation as that tf our bio- 
logy. It is not, tf course, that 
genetics and biochemistry are 
irrelevant to the workings tf 
mind and brain, but that their 
causal determinacy is grcatty 
overrated 

It is dear that the reasons 
for an action offered by neuro- 
genetidsts fie deep within the 
workings of the brain, hor- 
mone s ys t e m and genes. So 
should I be responsible for aqy 



PODIUM 

Steven rose 

From a paper given to 
the Royal Society by 
the director of the Open 
University's brain and 
behaviour research 


decision to hit someone? 
Should I be responsible before 
the law? Should I face one tf 
Jack Straw’s new courts? Or 
should ! be incarcerated as an 
incorrigibly violent psycho- 
path? And what, for that mat- 
ter; tf the personlbit- are his 


that far away from such dis- 
cussions. The legal status tf 
“not guilty fay reason of insan- 
ity” - the so called McNagfat- 
en rules - is based on a legal 
fiction which is a neuroscien- 
tific nonsense, that there is a 
dear-cut distinction to make 
between actions conducted 
through free vnh and those 
conducted invbhmtarity I dotft 
mean here the freedom we all 
have to dine at foe Oxo Towex; 
constrained only by whether 
we have the money, but the 
freedom beloved of philo- 
sophers and foe Judaeo- 
Christian tradition, in which 
God gave us all free w2L 
Already in foe US, claims tf 
diminish ed responsibility by 


hft him not equally a product tf 
brain processes that are 
immune to foe concept of 
responsibility? 

Let’s be dear that we aren’t 


disposing towartfe violence are 
creeping into the courts. The 
evidence that possession tf 
such a gene mgy indeed cany 
such predispositions is pretty 
flimsy based as ft fa on a single 
study of a Dutch family in 
which eight members spread 
through three generations 
were all said to show forms tf 
violent activity ran ging from 
murder; through arson and 
rape, to “having a violent tem- 
per". This, of course, fa the 
problem - “aggression” fa a 


portmanteau term. Mfe speak tf 
aggressive surgery or aggres- 
sive business executives, in 
terms of praise; soldiers are 
supposed to show aggression, 
though we do not imagine that 
the Serbian butchers in Kosovo 
all cany this particular allele. 
But none the less the legal de- 
feat fa being attempted in the 
US. And so, for that matter, is 
the reciprocal, the so-called 
Prozac defence, that a violent 
act was carried out under the 
influence ofa drug legally and 
medically prescribed. So is foe 
drug responsible, the person 
who took it, the doctor who pre- 
scribed it or the drug company 
that marketed it? 

The increasing strength tf 
neurogenetic knowledge 
brings new ways of intrarraimg 
directly and powerfully into 
brain processes. Taflor-made 
pharmaceutical for every con- 
ceivable aspect tf foe H uman 
condition, from erectile dys- 
function to age-associated 
memotyinqiairment, generate 
in their turn a host tf newly 
coined diseases. The tendenqy 
to turn social problems into 
medical conditions - 
which I call syndromiifa 'flfa 
- fa alive and well and J 
growing fast f 
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The greatest show on earth 




Hamish 

McRae 

On T'tfo/Z Street, the young 
and inexperienced have 
been right, the old and 
experienced wrong 

THAT MAGIC 10,000 00 the Dow -it 
means nothing and it means every- 
thing. It means nothing in the sense 
that the number itself is arbitrary 
and the Dow Jones index is a 
narrow measure of the price of a 
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But it means everything in the 
sense that it symbolises the extra- 

Oftfinary, wm raiyp ps, ggtf- wyrfirl . 
ence of the American firwmriai and 
business communities. 

Reach the magic figure of 10,000, 
as on Tuesday; and it is as if Amer- 
ica had rocketed into the stratos- 
phere, where growth could be 
endless. Go below that figure, as the 
Dow (fid yesterday and the doom- 
sters come out to say how overval- 
ued American stocks are and how 
near to ending is die boom. 

I spent a couple of days in Los 
Angetes last week at a firutncial con- 
ference. California in general and 
LAin particular are on an np at the 
moment, having seemingly put the 
problems of riots and earthquakes 
behind them. But any visitor to the 
# States wffipsck up the same feefing 
of commercial self-confidence. The 
President may be, depending on 
your point of view, a wounded hero 
or a sad joke, but the success of the 
economy is unquestioned; it is the 
greatest show on earth. 

It is not hard to see why. The US 
has enjoyed the longest boom it has 
ever had in peacetime: eight years 
of uninterrupted growth. Unem- 
ployment is the lowest in the de- 
- veiled wurid, lower even on (ffidal 
figures than Japan and vastly lower 
than continental Europe. The living 
standards of the majority (though 
not of the poorest) have risen 
steadily Crime is plunging (though 
&t the i cost offugh prison rolls)., in- 
vestment, particularly in inform- 
ation technology, is soaring. 

New Internet-related and other 
j high-technology businesses are 
ff bursting out Thanks to the boom, 
the US government’s accounts are 
at last back in surplus, while state 
and local governments suddenly 
have surpluses too. State governors 
and city mayors are announcing 
new spending programmes. 

The most wonderful thing about 
this great burst of prosperity shout 
the market enthusiasts, is that 
while all Americans who want to 
work can participate directly in it by 
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■The soaring Dow Jones, like the Manh a t tan skyline, symbolises the extraordinary even raucous, self-confidence of American business 


getting a job, the 40 per cent of 
Americans who own shares get a 
cut of the pidrings without stirring 
from their bunks. 

By contrast, to these masters of 
the universe, the rest of the world 
appears drab and second-rate: 
Japan remains flat on its bpA 
The rest of East Asia is struggling, 
with even China slowing down. 
Europe appears preoccupied with 
its petty squabbles and its bloated 
welfare systems. As for Russia and 
Brazil - well, they’re bust, aren’t 
they? No wonder everyone wants to 
pile into die dollar and Whfl Street, 
and dump the euro and the yen. 

At a visible level, this euphoria 
translates into a “shop tin yon . 
drop” culture. On Rodeo Drive in 
Beverly Hills, it is canary-coloured 
Bentleys and valet parking, but the 
mass spending is on the goods that 
are being loaded into the pick-up 
trucks outside the discount shop- 
ping centres. Rich America is 
spending on things to put in its new 
monster houses. But the booming 
consumption numbers come not 
from the few but from the many 
Middle America is living well - 
even ifft is having to work very hard 
for the dream. 

Fbr; yes, there is a darker side to 
the boom. For the talented, the 


KhiTlwH and the qualified, the last 
eight years have been wonderful, 
fibr the people lower down the 
ladder; it has been tough, fbr some- 
one without any qualifications 
beyond the age of 18 real wages are 
some 30 per cent lower than they 
were 20 years ago. For many 
families* maintaining the standard 
of living means having two wage- 
earners instead of one. 

Beyond this, there is the serious 
concern that the boom must soon 
approach its end. Experience sug- 
gests that a recession will come. 
The household savings rate is neg- 
ative; people spend more than they 
earn to keep the economy and then- 
own standard of living up. The 
country’s current account deficit 
has also soared, as exports to the 
troubled economies of East Asia and 
Latin America have plunged and 
imports have flooded in. 

Meanwhile Wall Street and the 

emnomy «tp seemingly dancing a 

dangerous tango: soaring Wall 
Street prices underpin consumer 
demand, while strong consumer 
demand underpins Wall Street 
prices. The dividend yield on US 
shares, which between 1960 and 
1970 was 3-4 per cent and which 
reached 6 per cent in 1961, is now 
down to 13 per cent By historical 


standar ds this dangerously 

low - oq put the other way round, 
share prices are dangerously high. 

The trouble is, no one can re- 
member bad times. The last sus- 
tained downturn in US securities 
was in 1982. No professional under 
the age of 39 has gone through a pro- 
longed bear marta^, and most of the 
people on the trading floors in New 
York are under the age of 40. Alan 
Greenspan, chairman of the ^federal 
Reserve Board, famously referred 
to the markets' “irrational exuber- 
ance’’ a couple of years ago, when 
WiaU Street was some 30 per cent 
lower than it was yesterday. 
Exuberance yes, but irrational? 
The exuberance is rational to some- 
one to whom each dip in the mar- 
ket has been swiftly reversed and 
therefore has turned out to be a 
great buying opportunity. On Wall 
Street, the young and inexperi- 
enced hare been right, while the old 
and experienced - those who stay 
in their jobs - have been wrong. 

How should the rational out- 
sider react to all this? There seem 
to me to be two propositions, which 
are apparently in conflict but are 
equally right The first is that Wall 
Sheet reflects American excep- 
tionafism. US companies great and 
small, particularly small, have lift- 


ed their game in an astonishing way 
over the last 15 or soyears. The sys- 
tem is delivering an extraordinary 
boom in productivity and innovation, 
and \/fen Street is right to celebrate. 

The second is that Wall Street 
has been over-celebrating this tri- 
umph: it has been partying too 
hanl and too long. There has, over 
the centuries, been a long history 
of market manias , from the South 
Sea Bubble in London and the tulip 
mania in the Netherlands, to the 
Roaring Twenties in America. The 
American economic performance 
has been terrific, but the price Wall 
Street has been putting on its play- 
ers is too high. 

So there will be a reckoning. At 
some stage - and I am more wor- 
ried about next year than this one 
- the US economy will come off the 
bofl and face a period of much 
slower growth. There may be a re- 
cession, bnt even if there isrft Whll 
Street will be shaken. 

ttis impossible to prafict the tim- 
ing or the exact circumstances of 
the end of the boom, still less the 
pattern of the subsequent recovery. 
My instinct is that the present eco- 
nomic momentum in the US is so 
strong that it will carry on for some 
months yet When the break comes, 
it will be a shock, simply because so 


few people have any experience of 
bad times. But once the shock has 
reverberated around the nation. 
America Inc will pick itself up, dust 
itself down and resume its growth. 

And the rest of us? It used to be 
said that if America sneezed, the 
rest of the world caught a cold. At 
the moment the rest of the world 
has the cold-in Europe it has been 
little more than a snuffle, but parts 
of East Asia are recovering from 
pneumonia. I would worry if neither 
Japan nor Europe had managed a 
stronger recovery by the time 
American growth turned down, for 
someone else will have to take the 
baton of the world economy. 

Britain is in a most interesting 
position. Wa are not important in the 
world economy we are wily 4 per 
cent of world GDE But we have far 
seven of the last eight years been 
the fastest-growing economy 
among the large European nations 
and we have something of the fizz 
of the US. y/e are, for example, sec- 
ond on|y to the States in terms of 
venture capital investment Yfet we 
haven’t experienced the same 
mania. When Wall Street does 
eventually turn down, everyone 
will be hurt But the issue then will 
be who jumps up first who is most 
reafient? Fingers crossed. 
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An ex-beatnik 
answers Alex Webb’s 
misrepresentation 
of Jack Kerouac 
and the Beats 

ALLEN GINSBERG'S Hotel, 
not On the Road, is the "cen- 
tral text of the Beats"; it was 
Ginsberg who created and 
sustained the Beat Genera- 
tion, in the teeth of misgivings 
from most others conscripted 
to it - notably from Kerouac. 

The original group includ- 
ing Corso, Snyder, Fferiinghetti 
and the gay or bisexual Gins- 
berg, Kerouac, Cassady and 
LeRoi Jones depicted and to 
some extent exercised macho 
attitudes to women - but so, 
remember; did most of the 
Western world at mid-century. 
Joyce Johnson’s memoir of 
her scene with Kerouac, 
Minor Characters; shows how 
this boy-gangs breakdown of 
barriers and taboos did help 
women’s liberation to ensue, 
and acknowledges the 
younger Kerouac’s basic de- 
cent comradeship and pains- 
taking encouragement of her 
own writing 

Early Kerouac (the one 
who wrote the books) also un- 
derstood blacks and jazz very 
well: his sound poetry and 
spontaneous prose, such as 
Old Angel Midnight and Mex- 
ico City Blues, are about as 
dose to verbal bebop as any- 
thing apart from the scatting 
imp ro v isations of Dizzy GiBes- 
pie and Slim Gaillnr d. 

For a subtle, perceptive, 
musically disciplined, good- 
humoured, selfless and pure, 
yet humane kjve ofblackjazz, 
Philip Larkin never bettoed 
On the Road’s vignette of 
Lester Ybung: “That gloomy 
saintly goof in whom the his- 
tory of jazz was wrapped; for 
when he held his horn high 
and horizontal from his mouth 
he blew the greatest; and as 
his hair grew longer and he 
got lazier and stretched- out, 
his horn came down half-way; 
till it finally fell all the way and 
today as he wears his thick- 
soled shoes so that he can't 
feel the sidewalks of life his 
horn is held weak|y against bis 
chest, and he blows cool and i 
easy getout phrases." 
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Jazz blowing hot and cool 


FOR MOST of the first century of its 
existence, jazz was best known for 
what it wasn’t- orthodox, white, 
respectable and miridle-dass. Forged 

in die muggy disreputable furnace of 

StoiyviHe, a Mack subjection of New 
Orleans where prostitution and its 
attendant vices were legalised as a 
form of containment, jazz was what 
people did when they were doing 
what they weren’t supposed to do. It 
wasn't simply so-called, black music, 
inspired by funeral bands and whore- 
house pianos. Rather, jazz was unof- 
ficial culture, a sdrt of carnival break 
from die humdrum and mundane. 

In its eai|y days, “jazz" denoted 
intensely unquantifiable things such 
as sex, dance, hot music and a 
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tt was perfect urban music, a means 
of burning off all that commuter haste 

and metaL When Louis Armstrong 
took some of King Oliver’s better 

Dixieland muridans to Chicago in the 
Twenties and recorded a series of 
spectacular singles (which provide the 
soundtrack for many a classic Wbody 


Thursday poem 

THE SNOOKER PLAYER 

BY LEAH FRITZ 

Under an angled canopy of fights 
as bright as day and shadowiess as noon, 
untfl the last black ball pursued by white 
is swallowed in the pocket of the zoom, 

his cue’s the bow of a Stradivarius 
and he the Paganini of his time; 
a telescope to plot the universe, 
a lever to (Evert the earth’s inefine; 

the table’s baize a canvas of Da Vino, 


. science and art in human anatomy 

And be win play as if he is alone, 

his mind, his eye, his hand, the cue, the ball 
in One obliterating stroke- sod alL 

- F ^ rom Leah ftitz’s new collection. The Way to Go’, 
puohshcd ot £6.75 by tanvoocf Sconefefgft, St Andrew’s House, 
125 North Road, Bristol BS6 5AH 


Allen comedy), he blew the last bars 
of restraint out of ensemble music and 
instituted in its place a ragged series 
of free-form solo improvisations. 

Suddenly, the controlling melody 
wasn’t the whole story; rather; it pro- 
vided a runway from which wild riffs 
and lugubrious vocals took off, as in 
Armstrong’s influential burst of “scat" 
in the aptiy-titied “Heebie Jeebies": 
“Eh, ee£ gaff mmff, dee-bo, deedle-la- 
bahm/Rip-rip, de-doo-de-doo, de^oo- 
(fe-doo, da-dwia-da-do ... r No wonder 
many people considered jazL and 
scat-ringing in particular; a farm of 
lewd exhibitionism. “ Taint What You 
Do,”^ ThrmmyTSJung used to sn& “It’s 

the Way That Ifou Do It” 

But, like most innovations in poli- 


own antithesis. If Armstrong and his 
hard-bop descendants wanted to just 

blat it all out (Armstrong, incidentally, 
was also a fervent proponent of that 
other form of inner release, bowel 
purgrtives), then the countertrendies 
of jam dispensed their music with 
more restraint and composure. The 
laconic, tunefel Bix Beiderbecke, for 

example, adored Armstrong but went 

on to sound like everything Arm- 
strong wasn’t more flowing than per- 
cussive, more Ravel than Jelly Ron. 
(^flloman Hawkins created his own 
rough flare about the same time as 
Lester ‘‘Pres” Young brought bal- 
ance to the early recordings of Bfibe 
HtiBday Pretiy soon. East Coast “nor 

made way for West Coast “cool”- 

No form Of music has ever been 
quicker at embracing competing 


styles than jazz, from the Latin samba 
of Stan Getz’s nriddte years to the elec- 
tric fusion of Miles Davis; as Dexter 
Gordon, the great West Coast tenor 
saxophonist, remarked: “Jazz is an 
octopus.” It turns everything it’s not 
into everything it is. 

Far the last three decades, Gary 
Giddins has been one of jazz’s 
smartest and most prescient critics, 
and his large, authoritative and highly 
personal new book sets out to canon- 
ise his mapy obsessions over the 
years. Designed as a sort of “auteur" 
guide to jazz, including more than 70 
essays on everyone from AlJolson and 
Bunk Johnson to Dinah Washington 
and Joshua Redman, Giddins’s book 
focuses on those artists he considers 
to be indispensable 

Probably the only consistent quafity 
about Visions of Jazz is its intelligence 
and persuasion. Giddins prefers the 
jumpy pyrotechnics of Thelonious 
Monk and Art Tatum, for example, to 
the more accessible harmonics of 
Bill Evans or Dave Brubeck. While he 
oc casi onally lapses into the sort of 
circuitous blather than makes sane 
people hate critics (at one point he 
describes Armstrong's no-nonsense 
persona as “the culmination of a 
hidden musical phytogeny that 
developed in the relative isolation of 
a cultural outland”), even his wildest 
assertions possess the weight and 
integrity of well considered affection. 
Like Andrew Sams’s The New 
Cinema, this is the sort of book that 
is hard to put down even when it gets 
really annoying. 



Virtuoso Loins Armstrong Reuters 

On the other hand, The Playboy 
Guide to Jazz is, like many such 
guides for middle-aged guys 
pretending to be hep, pretiy naff 
(Bloomsbury, by the way, is a fine 
literary publisher that has a lot to 
answer for in terms of its c o nsistently 
shoddy reference books). Subscribing 
to the 100 Great Books style of 
aesthetic reduction, Neil Tbsser’s 

abroach seems designed to sell jazz 

to just the sort of people who wont 
ready like it - in other words, those 
looking to asswnhle a libraryofnote- 
wortfry CDs that do justice to their new 
display shelves. 

Still, Tbsser is just uncool enough 
to pay tribute to those pop-moderns 
discounted by Giddins: Pat Metheny, 

say or Keith JarretL His book may be 
a bit silly at times, but ft isn't entirely 
useless. Those who already l«ve jazz 
should read fsidflins and skip Tesse r . 
Bui those who doirt love it (yet) might 
actually benefit from reading both. 

scorr bradfteld 
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Professor 

Robert 

Zachary 


ROBERT ZACHARY was a leading 
figure in that small group of sur- 
geons whose existence became 
possible by the creation of the 
National Health Service. Within 
one generation they revolutionised 
surgery for the newborn and young 
child. Of these surgeons, Zachary 
wifl be remembered as one around 
whom circulated a dilemma is 
stiU with us, concerning the right to 
lifo of infants with treatable, very 
severe, congenital deformities. 

. Before the National Health Ser- 
vice was established in the late For- 
ties, surgeons were “honoraries’’ in 
teaching hospitals and earned their 
livelihood in private work; in the 
provinces there was no money in 
child surgery A system had devel- 
oped where trainee surgeons 
became attached to children’s hos- 
pitals and “learned to cut” there. 
When a vacancy occurred in an 
adult hospital, thty applied for it and, 
if successful, were transferred, leav- 
ing the cfaildreris hospital free to 
take on. a new trainee. Thus adult 
surgeons considered themselves to 
be competent with children and 
looked on all of the staff at the chil- 
dren’s hospital as trainees and not 
fuQ specialists. 

This was the general situation at 
the Sheffield Children's Hospital 
when Zachary was appointed as its 
first full-time surgeon in 1947. The 
surgical mortality was high , there 
was little status, and laboratory 
support was scanty. Zachary threw 
himself into the work with enthusi- 
asm. He was a small man with a se- 
vere scoliosis but with great 
intelligence, charm, drive and en- 
ergy He was a superb actor and well 

above average on the dance floor He 
had a high level of charisma , over- 
came many problems and carried 
all before him. 

Within 10 years he had estab- 
lished Sheffield as an important 
centre for children's surgery. In 
1953 he was a prime mover in set- 
ting up the British Association of 
Paediatric Surgeons, which has be- 
come the premier international so- 
ciety in this field. He went on to 
become President of the association 
in 1962-63, and was a founder mem- 
ber of the Society for Research into 
Hydrocephalus and Spina Bifida 
(and Chairman, 1969-Til. 

His experience in neuro-spinal re- 
search, and his personal experi- 
ence of congenital deformities 
involving the spine, focused his at- 
tention on spina bifida and on 
the possibility of preventing defor- 
mities, rather than adopting the 
traditional “wait-and-see” regime. 
With his clinical colleagues, the or- 
thopaedic surgeon John Sfaarrard 
and the paediatrician John Lorber. 
Zachary formed an investigative 
team treating newborns with spina 
bifida as medical emergencies 
and operated as soon as possible 
afterbirth. 

Some ofthe results were striking, 
creating world-wide interest, and 
within a few years Sheffield had be- 
come an international centre for the 
treatment of this condition. The 
hospital became flooded with pa- 
tients. Parents who had infants with 
spina bifida moved jobs to Sheffield 
to obtain what was then a unique 
combined medical and surgical ser- 
vice. Many children with the disease 
who would have died in infancy sur- 


vived. Sheffield had to open special 
schools to look after these children 
and the cost of care escalated. 
Where would all this end? The 
question of “quality of fife” arose. 

Classical readers will recall that 
the cadicus, the staff of Aescalapius- 
Hermes, has two intertwined and 
controlled snakes. These were the 
fighting snakes of knowledge and 
wisdom or science and humanism. 
Zachary was an active Roman 
Catholic, Knight Commander of St 
Gregory with Star, and believed 
that his duly was to do an that he 
could for any child. He had more 
faith in moral than statistical truths; 
thus when the question arose con- 
cerning the selection of babies at 
birth whose outlook was so poor 


*In my aum small 
way I feel a 
common bond 
with all those who 
have spina bifida 
when I say, *We 
who were bom 
with a deformed 
spine 



that some thought that treatment 
should be withheld, he took a 
humanistic fine. 

His philosophy created a debate 
with colleagues in Sheffield - a 
debate that extended way beyond 
the paediatric surgical world. 
Winners and losers of such conflicts 
are not doctors but the infants, 
and the arguments are not over 
yet. The Zaehary/Lorber conflict 
was a product of the rapid growth 
of science in medical and surgical 
care of infants in the years 
1970-80. The debate relating to spina 
bifida subsequently resolved itself 
to a large extent with a great 
diminution of child births with that 
particular deformity. 

Zachary attracted numerous 
assistants and colleagues during 
his long career; many of whom now 
occupy senior positions in hospitals 
in this country and abroad. His 
work was not confined to Sheffield; 


he had dose contacts all over the 
world and was a popular speaker: 
His acting skills were combined 
with linguistic ones and he always 
attempted to give a lecture in the 
home language of any country he 
visited - and he frequently visited 
countries in eastern Europe, Poland 
and Russia. The hospital in Sheffield 
where he did all of the paediatric 
surgery for over 10 years now needs 
four fiiD-time surgeons. Such men as 
Bob Zachary, and his great friend 
and rival at Liverpool, Peter Rickam, 
were the giants of an era. 

Zachary was born in Leeds in 
1913 and received his schooling at 
the Jesuit-run St MichaeTs College. 

Th o u gh Hp tr aww» d as a phammast, 

he subsequently decided to study 
medicine and graduated from 
Leeds University in 1940 with first 
class honours and the Gold Medal, 
gaining prizes in. both surgery and 
rKwiral marRririA From the outset 
he knew that he wished to be a sur- 
geon and went directly to the de- 
partment of anatomy to get his 
“Primary 51 arawis He became a 
Fellow of the Royal College of 
Surgeons in 1943. 

Waking at Leeds Royal Infirmary 
with the professor of surgery he met 
his future wife, Faith, a theatre sis- 
ter He thai went to the Surgical Re- 
search Unit at Oxford University 
under Professor Herbert Seddoo, ini- 
tially woikmg with the Spanish sur- 
geon Joseph Trueta, who during the 
Spanish clril Whr had revolutionised 
the treatment of wounds. 

Zachary’s spinal deformity ex- 
cluded turn from the armed farces 
and he spent the war years carry- 
ing out research in the Peripheral 
Nerve Injury Unit at Oxford, where 
he made several original contribu- 
tions. In 1944 he was elected Hunter- 
ian Professor at the Royal College 
of Surgeons for research on or- 
thopaedics. By this time, Zachary 
had decided that he wanted to be a 
children’s surgeon, so in 1945 he 
went to the United States to work 
under Dr Frank Ingham at the 
Boston Children’s Hospital, in Mass- 
achusetts, which was at that time the 
leading children’s unit in the world. 
It was during the final few months 
of this Nuffield fellowship that 

Zachary was appointed in 1947 to the 
Sheffield Children’s Hospital. 

When Bob Zachary retired in 
1978, he left Sheffield and started a 
new fife in Australia and later Cana- 
da. His second wife, Winifred, died 
in I99(hbut he is survived by his thud 
wife, Janetta, and fay two sons and 
a d au g ht er from his first m arriage, 
all of whom are doctors. 

At one time he wrote an autobi- 
ography that was never published, 
and its final sentence to a great ex- 
tent sums up his life: “In my own 
smafi way I fed a common bond with 
all those who have spina bifida when 
I say, *Wfe who were bom with a 
deformed spine . . 

JOHN L.EMEHY 



De Normanville demonstrating tire Schtieren effect The concave mirror Is placed at its exact 
focal distance from the tight source (seen reflected) so that it produces a parallel light beam 

Peter de Norman ville 


Robert Bnmsby Zachary, paedi- 
atric surgeon: bam Leeds 1 March 
1913; Consultant Paediatric Sur- 
geon, Sheffield Childrens Hospital 
1947-78; Professor Associate in 
Paediatric Surgery, Sheffield 
University 1976-78 (Emeritus); 
three times married (two sons, 
one daughter); died St Alban's , 
Newfoundland 2 February 2999. 


PETER DE NORMANVILLE began 
his career as a documentary film- 
maker after the Second World War 
with the Shell Film Unit 

The unit had been formed by 
Edgar Anstey in the 1930s; with 
John Grierson’s GPO Film Unit, it 
became a distinguished part of the 
British documentary movement Al- 
though Shell used the film unit as a 
promotional tool, the accepted phi- 
losophy taught to all its young di- 
rectors was not to make a film about 
its products, but about the scientif- 
ic principles behind those products. 
The films were thus at once enter- 
taining and impartially educational, 
and attracted wide audiences. The 
sponsor maintained its presence by 
its logo on the end of each film. 

This approach was exemplified by 
de Normanville’s first major film, 
High Speed Flight (1956; the first of 
a three-part series). In the early 
1950s supersonic flight was only 
possible for a few seconds in a pre- 
carious five. The RAF asked Shell 
to produce a film to explain tbe haz- 
ards and problems of this flying to 
its pilots. Using the optical process 
known as the Schfieren technique, 
de Norznanville showed in vivid 
cokiurs the way shock waves built up 
on an aircraft's wings an d taS sur- 
faces as it flew through the sound 
barrier Hundreds of copies of the 
film were sold to the world's air 
forces, and it won numerous prizes. 

Peter de Normanville was bom in 
London in 1922 and educated at Am- 
pleforth (Cardinal Basfl Hume was 
a contemporary) . Instead of going to 
Oxford in 1940, he joined the RAF and 
became the youngest fbur-engmed- 
bomber pilot of his time. He survived 
two devastating crashes, the second 
one afiera daylight raid on Brest that 
went badly wrong. At the end of a 


year in hospital, he was told he would 
never work again, but promptly 
went to sea as a navigator on motor 
gunboats for rest of the war 

De Normanville sawa lot of train- 
ing films while he was in the RAF 
and became attracted to the idea of 
making fihns himself Do 1946 he was 
accepted by the Shefi Film Unit, and 
appointed assistant to S arah Erul- 
kar, a young In dian film-maker. 
Later they married. 

He fbUdwedHigh SpeedFTigfrt, in" 
the late 1950s, with Forming ofMet- 
als , an expositional film that trans- 
formed a steel mill into a symphony 
of light and movement, and Frontiers 
of Friction, which spiced an other- 
wise dull physical phenomenon with 
shots of a bartender sliding glasses 
of whisky down the counter to his 
customers in a western saloon. 

After 15 years at Shell,, de Nor- 
manvffle left to go freelance, and 
turned his scientific mfnd and in- 
terpretive skills to other industries. 
Morgan Crucible made crucibles 
out <rf jet black cartxra to bold molten 
metals. Aless promising film image 
would be hard to imagine. So deNor- 
manvillemade & film, about carbon 
itself (.Carbon, 1966): the atom of life, 
the atom of the diamond, the atom 
of graphite. 

Ibr IBM be made Man and Com- 
puter a perspective (1967) -a film „ 

nn nompiTting that didn’ t ghnw a grn- 

gle computer He told his client that 
computers were “boring boxes”, 
and with tbe help of animation and 
visual analogy explained what went 
on inside them. The technique paid 
off. The film’s life lasted several 
years since there was no product in 
it to date it 

His wife meantime had been pur- 
suing a successful career other own, 
and they shared tbe direction of a 


number of films, notably Living 
City 0.9751, aportrait of Calcutta, and 
a series of films on leprosy. 

De Normanville’s work ranged 
over many countries and many sub- 
jects; he made films on oil pipelines 
in Alaska and India; on world eco- 
nomic probfems for the Organization 
for Economic Co-operation and De- 
velopment; on developments in mi- 
crobiology interpreted by six Nobel 
prizewmoers;,oD the railway works . 
at Swindon; on the nature of h$it for 
T iucas Industries. He explained the 
Critical Path management tech- 
nique developed for the American 
Polaris submarine programme by 
showing how it could be applied to 
the building of a filling station. 

He was tbe first to admit that none 
ofhis ideas would ever have reached 
tbe screen without the, ingenuity pa- 
ti enc e and applied imagination of 
some of tbe finest cameramen in the 
business, among than Sidney Bea- 
dle, Ramie Whitehouse, Wolfgang 
Suschitzfcy and Arthur Woosten 

His final film was for Rolls-Royce 
to celebrate the 50th anniversary of 
the first flight of Sir Frank Whittle’s 
jet engine. By that time, however; the 
shortterm, impatient age of the 
video cassette had arrived, and the 
good times of documentary film 
were over He and his wife both re- 
tired from films, and turned th^r tal- 
ents to buying and selling antiques. 
But to the end Peter de Normanville 
re tained his enthusiasm .for the 
world of science, and his puckish 
sense of humour 

Rodney gxesler 

Peter Bernard Augustin de Nor- 
moTHrifle, docurnentaryfilmrmdker 
bom London 29 June 1922; married 
1950 Sarah EruJkar (two daugh- 
ters); died London 7 March 2999. 


Lulu 

Belle 

Wiseman 


ujlu BELLE Wiseman was one half 
of “The Sweethearts of Country 
Muse”. She anflher husband Scot- 1 
tywere,dnringfheir heyday; perhaps 
the most popular husband-and-wife 
team within the genre, and were 
long-time stars of the influential ■ 
Chicago-based WLS radio show 
National Bam Dance. 

She was bom Myrtle Eleanor 
Cooper in North Carolina in 1913 and 
was already performing profession' 
ally.whilst still in her teens. In 1932 
she auditioned for the National 
Bam Dance, gaining a solo spot and 
a new stage name of Lulu Belle. 

. NationalBarn Dance was fay the 
Thirties the most widely listened -to 
hfllbifly programme in the United 
States, with weekly audiences ap- 

proadiing 20 million. Itwas to prove 
a springboard to success for sever- 
al notable figures, among them the 
bass-player Red Foley. He and Lulu 
Belle began to perform as a duo, 
known as Lulu Belle and Burrhead. 

hi 1334, Scotty Wiseman joined the 
BarnDance cast A proficient banjo 
and guitar picket; singer and song- 
writeq “Skjdand Scotty" - so named 
because he was raised in Ashvflle, 
North Carolina, “Land of the SMes” 

- had begun to perform whilst study- 
ing to become a teacher He and Lulu 
Belle hit it off immediately and, 
much to the delight of the station's 
managers, married in December 
that year (though some irate fens 
wrote m complaining that Scotty 
had stolen Red’s girl). 

The Wisemans’ smooth style and 
sunny presence rapidly made them 
one of the show’s biggest draws; a 
popularity they capitalised on with a 
series of low-budget movies includ- 
ing Hi, Neighbour (1940), Country 
Fair (1941) and, with Roy Rogers, 
Shine On Harvest Moon (1938). 

they ertaseries of cfessfc records 
over the years for Vocation, Okeh, 
Bluebird, Trutone, Mercury and 
Stanley many of them written and 
arranged by Scotty. In addition to hits 
such, as “Remember Me”, “Brown 
Mountain Light,” “Whippoorwill 
Time” and “Does Your Spearmint 
Lose Its Flavor on the Bed Post 
Overnight” later successfully cov- 
ered and adapted by Lonnie Done- 
gal two Scotty Wisemantunes have 
become standards- “ Mountain Dew”, 
a reworking of a Basoombe Lamar 
Lunsford tame, and “Have I Tbld ^hu 
Lately That I Love You” which has 
been CQve redmim ero us fira*»g no- 
tably by Bing Crosby and Jim Reeves. 

Fbr eight years from 1949, Lulu 
Belle and Scotty hosted their own 
daily television programme on the 
Chicago station WNBQ. In 1958 they 
surprised their fens fly virtually quit- 
ting music and moving bade to North 
Carolina. Although three albums 
were cut for Starday The Sweet- 
hearts of Country Music (1963). 
Down Memory Lane (1964) and 
Sweethearts StM (1965), their per- 
forming days were all but oven He 
began to teach whilst she became in- 
volved in local politics, eventually 
serving in the s tate legislature. Scot- 
ty Wiseman died following a heart at- 
tack in 1981; Lulu Belle remarried 
and in 1986 cut an album. Snickers 
and Tender Memories. 


Tom Carr 


A FEW years before he died, a pic- 
ture by Tom Care appeared for sale 
in an English provincial auction 
room. It had been done about 60 
years before: two nude bathers in a 
sylvan setting, Stella, the future 
wife of the artist, and Wendy who 
eventually married Carr’s friend 
the artist Victor Pasmore Can- 
bought it, but it was not marketable. 
So he simply added a dog and the 
picture readily sold in Belfast, where 
he was tty then one of Northern 
Ireland's most sought-after painters. 

It was a typical exercise by this 
practical and d e dicate d artist Asked 
if be found painting hard work, Carr 
replied: “Well, yes, but not as hard 
as cutting the grass.” By that time 
his routine had been established, in 
the studio from around eight o’clock 
in the morning until he went to bed, 
drawing, painting, glancing at his 
Ap tf-hhno ks. planning the next day’s 
work. His work was also his hobby 

Carr had been associated with 
some ofthe most interesting devel- 
opments in British painting be- 
tween the wars. In 1909 he was bom 
into an affluent Belfast family. His 
parents united the Carr and Work- 
man families, involved in Stock- 


broking, hanking , Knpn ma rmforhir p 

and shipping. His father; also Tom, 
and his mother; Mary Workman, of 
the Workman and Clark shipyard, 
encouraged ycningTbm to draw and 
paint He also won backing from 
Mary’s fetter; a banker and keen am- 
ateur artist, who gave him a box of 

paints when he was recovering from 

pneumonia and took him sketching. 

Carr’s school was Ouncfle, which 
hedisCited,altlioi^bein^iitMadhis 
art and learned to shoe horses, a 
useful accomplishment for a man 

who was at heart a countryman. He 
was fortunate in having as art mas- 
ters ELM. OTtorke Dickey, a Mow 
Ulsterman and now an uqjustty for- 
gotten artist, and a fine portraitist, 
Christopher Perkins. 

Carr left Oundle in 1926 and with 
Perkins’s family spent three weeks 
at Cassis, in the South of France. 
Perkins, Carr and another artist ex- 
hibited their sketches in the hotel. 
Only one was sold -by Carr- to a tfis- 
anmoatingiaeDfeerofflie Bensusan- 
Butt family, related to tbe French 
Pissarro dynasty tty marriage. 

Encouraged tty the £10 sate. Can- 
applied to the Slade School of Hne 
Art in London. From 1927 to 1929 Ins 


teachers included Henry Tonks and 
Philip Wilson Steer. Among fellow 
students woe two to-be-famous 
Ulster artists, tbe sculptor F.E. 
McWSfiam and John Luke, later a 
teacher at Belfast College of Art 
Carr had concentrated on land- 
scape, with Cezanne and Claude 
Lorraine as particular models. 
Tonks told Can; “If you look at any 
good landscape painters they're 
also competent draughtsmen. lira 
must learn to draw the figure,” and 
this he did. Carr’s son-in-law, the 
painter Martin MacKeown, re- 
members him as “ an incredibly 
perfect draugh tsman" 

Next, Carr’s family funded six 
months in Italy for him, where he 
stayed with Aubrey Wbterfieldm his 
medieval castle at Settignano, out- 
side Florence. Carr visited 1 Tatfi, 
home of tbe Renaissance expert Ber- 
nard Berenson. He later claimed 
that when Berenson was away the 
young people used an old panel by 
Duccio as a dartboard. 

Backm London, Care rejoined old 
Slade friends, showing with such 
artists as Graham Bell, William 
Coldstream, Lawrence Gowmg, Ro- 
drigo Moynfoan, Claude Rogers and 



Cam ‘Not as bard as catting 
the grass’ Pacemaker 

Geoffrey Tibbie. This was a time of 
experiment. When tbe Objective 
Abstractionists held tbeir show at 
Zwemmer’s Gallery in London in 
1934, Carr - essentially a realist - 
was rather oddty slotted in. When he 
returned to live in Northern Ireland, 
Carr found a new use for more 
way-out pictures from that period. 
This artist, who reckoned a Iotof ab- 
stract art “rubbish”, said that they 


had been veiyuseful “for re-roofing 
my beehives”. 

Carr found association with the 
Euston Road School of painting, 
started fay Coldstream, Pasmore 
and Robots in 1937, more sympa- 
thetic. Like his friend Anthony 
Devas, another excellent portraitist, 
he was an associate of this group of 
quiet objective realists. 

Settling in Newcastle, Co Down, 
in 1939, Carr slowly built a reputa- 
tion. BA taught at a girls’ school 
and at Belfast College of Art, but 
mainty concentrated on becoming 
a prolific, widely shown pain tec 
■typical subjects were people on 
beiches, by the seaside, children 
playing, dogs and cats commonly 
in evidence, all this incidental to 
the forms, coastline and tbe 
Moume Mountains. From 1955 be 
lived in Belfast 

Carr's work was familiar at the 
Rqyal Academy and at bodies of 
which he was a member the Royal 
Ulster Academy the New English 
Art Club, the Royal Watercolour 
Society mid, as an honorary mem- 
ber; the Royal Hibernian Academy. 
In 1991 he gained an honorary doc- 
torate from Queen’s University was 


appointed MBE in 1974, and OBE in 
1993 fbr services to art in Ulster. 

When bis wife died in 1995, Carr 
jninpfi his daughter Arm and 
band in ttteringham. Norfolk. Carr 
was well into his eighties, but this 
was not retirement He responded 
anew to the East Anglian country- 
side, giving his pictures a fresh 
lease. 7b keep hinaself fit to paint, he 
began walking a mile before lunch, 
anotherbefare supper; otherwise he 
“would drop dead”. Ultimately he 
decided that if he kept up tbe walk- 
ing it would sap his energy to paint 

Given Tbm Carr’s impressive 
background, his younger brother 
Sam, the chairman ofthe publishing 
firm B.T Batsford and a keen picture 
coledoc would occasional^ seek his 
advice, it was not infallible. Which 
should Sam selL he asked Tom, a 
Sickert or a Bonnard? Tbm ruefully 
recalled tbe daywhen he had advised: 
“Oh, I should sell the Bonnard!” 

David buckman 

Thomas James Can; painter: bom 
Belfast 22 September 1909; married 
1935 Stella Robbins (died 1995: 
three daughters): died Norwich 17 
February 1999. 


Paul Wadey 

Myrtle Eleanor (Lulu Be Be) Coop- 
er, singer: bom Boone, North Car- 
olina 24 December 1913; married 
1934 Scotty Wiseman (died 1981), 
1983 Ernest Stormy; died 8 
February 1999. 


Lowell 

Fulson 


IN JONATHAN Keates’s article about 
Handel on the Independent arts 
pages [16 March], he remarks, in ref- 
erence to misperceptions of the rel- 
ative merits of Bach and Handel, 
“one German baroque composer in 
a big white wig looks very like an- 
other”, writes Nick Kimberley. 

R mrthmgsmnbrmmw to hawap. 

plied when it comes to putting a pic- 
ture with the otherwise generous 
obituary about Lowell Ftalson [16 
March], by Paul Hynka: the moody, 
bespectacled hunk with furry collar 
and cafe is, in fact, David Ruffin of 
the Temptations, not Fulson. 

Nevertheless it’s good to see se- 
rious space devoted to an under- 
rated bluesman. One detail in the 
obituary does not ring true: it was not 
Fblsotfs success with “Reconsider 
Baby” that made his band member 
Ray Charles turn solo. Flilson had a 
hit with “Reconsider Baby” in 1954 , 
by which time Charles was long 
gone from his band and already 

making a lug name for him golf af 

lantic. And if s a slight shame that 
Trynka doesn’t mention Fblson’s 
1968 recording ofthe Beatles’ “Why 
DotftWeDoItmtheRoad?’’,atrack 
that turned on its head the mean- 


the blues?” In this case, Fblsan sang 
white rock better than most white 
practitioners. 

• Wb apologise for the error with ihe 
illustration, which was due to a mis- 
identification by toe picture agency. 
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TJiE THURSDAY - REVIEW 

lhe Independent 18 March 1999 


Antonio 


n ™ 0r og- ay shop in Copacabana, where he 

Houajs^ was a r Wtr»ity grew up, when it was foe heart of Rio 
fe Ja oriro, then BrazFs capital. But as 
pawer **“* year a 1 ^-yeaiMdd he preferred the compa- 
“»■ ny ctf an anarchist IVtaguesetfflkr who 
to toe ^ iw3Wged his enrios% about Eteratnre 
^mesrcoTO^Thevidamirfthisboutof and radical polices. First he studied 
^eologcal deansiag became also the boofcteeping in an academy of com- 
remost Bra^ian philologist of the merce (graduating m 1BS3), and soon 
seco nd hatf of th e century. afterwards joined the dassical studies 

a progressive poblMiea;EnioShreira department c^Uiuversidade do Brasil, 
(a sort of Brazilian Victor GoOanczJ,de~ where he graduated in 1942. 
ch^ ttiatthezKwtynnen^jlpyedEngnist His first jobs were teaching Pot- 
economic hdp and grand- tngnese, Latin and liteatare in order 
ly commissioned him to do the transla- topqyfarhissh ?d«^ Wp hpoarr^ * drp 1 ^- 
UQnofabook t S ffirnft enough fn rhallongp maUgj ty ft» r hadr Aiw aftftrgriting a 
“is phflotogicai reputation. Hooaiss job twtrhing in the cultural depart- 
WMMfiin-thneftarayeai;aiuiini966 meut of the Jfixristcy he was 
Snyena published one offee best trails- sent to Uruguay from 1943 to 1945 to 
Iata ons e ver of James Joyce's Ulysses, tewrfi 
From then on Homiss would become That gave him the break to pass the 
a speoaJM in massive sctwlariy tours cBpkomalic concourse in 1945, becoming 
deforce. He was the chief editor of the a vice-consul in Geneva 1947 to 
three main encyclopaedias in Pur- 1949; there he represented Brazil at 
tuguese, as wen as dictionaries and ref- several nni^ T JaHnng Ay gBTii«^*fiopR 

m*onnA hnAfm A 4 At, . m v_?_ * . . 


(a sort of Brazilian Victor GoQancz).de- 


his phUoIogicai reputation. Houal^ 
worked full-time fijr a year; and in 1966 
Slyeira published ore of the best t rans - 
lati ons e ver of Janies Joyce’s Ulysses. 

From then on Hooaiss would become 
a specialist in massive scholarly tours 
deforce. He was the chief editor erf the 
three main encyclopaedias in Por- 
tuguese, as wen as dictionaries and ref- 
erence books. At the time of his death 
he was working on another gargantu- 
an project, a “General Dictionary of the 
Portuguese Language” that would in- 
% dude every word used by Portuguese- 
speaking peoples in Europe, Larin 
America, Africa and Asia. 

An old idea first sketched in 1988, the 
new dkriooaiy became a reality as a re- 
sult of the recent campaign ftr the multi- ^ 1 
national orthographic unification of the 
Portuguese language. The dictionary; 
which is 95 per cent finished, wfll have 
about 300,000 entries, almost twice as 


to be published next year as part of the 
celebrations of the 500th an n ivers ar y of 
Brazil’s discovery by the Portuguese. 
Since his death it has been renamed the 
‘‘Houaiss dictionary’’. 

Althongh worn Hgfatis Houaiss’s eru- 
(fition was formidable. I remember sev^ 
eral lunches in Rio de Janeiro in the 
Seventies at which staff members and 
<pnt 2 ffmtoratohiseiuyclopaedias-in- 
duding scone of the greatest Brazilian 
essayists, scholars ami historians of the 
time - were present, and Hooaiss 
presided with natural authority. If his 
opinions on literature or politics were 
sometimes <fisputed,everyane deferred 
to him as far as food and drinkwere con- 
cerned -he was the author of a major 
contribution to national gastrono my 
(Magia bo corinho brasHeira, “The 
Magic of Brazilian Cuisine”, 1979), and 
the foremost authority on beer in Brazil 
(A cervqa e sens mist&rios, “Beer and 
its Mysteries”, 1986). 

Td a large extent, Houaiss was a self- 
taught man. He was bom in 1915, the 
fifth of seven children of Lebanese im- 
migrants. His father ran a baberdash- 


His last, gargantuan 
project was a 
6 General Dictionary 
of the Portuguese 
Language ? - now 
called the ‘Houaiss 
dictionary 9 


His left-wing ideas soon became a 
hindrance to his diplomatic careen 
Labelled as a “Communist”, aifliongh 
he never joined the Party he^ was passed 
over promotion to tile United States and 
sent instead to a diplomatic backwater 
the DomimcanEepubfic. There, from 
1949 to 1951, he had his second first-hand 
experience of a dictatorship, under the 
government of the Generalissimo 
Le&ndas IhglDo. His first had been in 
Brazil, under Getfifio^ Vargas’s Jascistic 
“Estado Novo” in the Thirties. 

In 1951 he retamed to the main- 
stream with a two-year posting in 
Athens, and finally in NewlSxk, where 
he worked at the Brazilian mission to 
the United Nations from 1960 to 1964. Im- 
mediately after the April 1964 military 
coup, Hooaiss was forced into eariy re- 
tirement and ftr ppilfid from the diplo- 
mats service, as weD as being deprived 
of his political rights farlO years. Already 
in the Fifties, wfaOe serving in Athens, 
he had been put into “inactive avail- ' 



Houaiss; massive scholarly tours deforce Agenda Estado Brazil 


ahflrfo” -paid hut nntinii p liT ffprfawiff mv . 

able to apply for any other post - to- 
gether wife other left-wing dipkmatists. 
It wasn't until 1990 that the then Pres- 
idente CoDor reinstated Houaiss in the 

diplomati c rarps as an amhagRadP ^ fo r 
the purpose of retirement benefits. 

Though an open Socialist mifitairf, An- 
tamoHouahswag n e v e r i n v ol v e d in pdl- 
itics proper Under the presidency of 
JuscelinoEiibitschek (1956-61) he was 
a presidential adviser and under 
Itamar Franco (1992-94) he was Culture 
Minister itwasas a political 

“non-person" during the authoritarian 
period from 1964 to 1989 that Houaiss, 
with other intellectuals, became a 
symbol at civic resistance. 

After a brief spell as an effitorial 
writer in the national daily Correio da 
ManhA (1964-65), he returned to schol- 
arly activity as editorin-ebief of the 
DeUcfrLaTxyusseEncydopaediate 
tunes, published in the mid-1960s), and 
the Mirador Encyclopaedia (20 vol- 


umes, 1975). As a philologist he also 

wrote twn hflmgnnl Pnrfai gnws^ 'Rn gRBh 

dictionaries, including the two-volume 
Webster dictionary in 1982. 

He was a scholarly editor; starting 
with the critical edition of the works 
of the turn-of-th e-century novelist 
Iima Barreto (1956), as well as of other 
rfftnste Brazilian writers. TTmiaiss was 
also an infinential critic, from p arty 
volumes such as CriticaAvulsa (“Se- 
lected Essays”, 1960) to Drummond, 
mois sets poetos e urn problema 
CDrummond, Six More Poets and a 
Problem” 1976), where he totally re- 
newed the critical vision of the work of | 
Carios Drummond de Andrade, Brazil's 
leading poet. 

HUGO ESTENSSORO 

Antdnio Houaiss, philologist, diplo- 
matist and writer horn Bio de 
Janeiro 15 October 1915; married 1942 
Ruth Marques de Salles (died 1988); 
died Rio de Janeiro 7 March 1999. 
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ETHNIC NOTES 

Kerri Sakamoto 

A fetishist of his 
cultural heritage 


AS YOU sit on the Stdnkan- 
sen, the bullet train that 
speeds you out of Tokyo, the 
heads of passengers form a 
striking, abstract blade grid. 
Fbr a third-gsieratum Japan- 
ese Canadian growing up in 
the suburbs of Tbronto in 
the 1970s, the sight of anoth- 
er black-haired Asian was 
rare. The experience of racial 
sameness for the first time - 
coupled with simultaneous 
cultural and linguistic differ- 
ence - is a potent mix of 
intimacy and alienation. 

Shinjuku isTbkyo’s largest 
railway station, where a 
dense procession of peole 
stream in and out; it’s re- 
lentless. Supposedly the 
number of people passing 
through in one day exceeds 
the population of Canada. 
Millions of people scurry 
amidst the pant screens. 
IV s floorto-sky wall-to-wall 

Visual and anral stimulation 

Fifteen years ago, my par- 
ents made their first trip to 

Twy g ranripnrpnte * hnmrinnri 
If Ibad been there, the semi- 
otics of my Western garb, my 

hn^ ten^ay rtnhtnm pritinn 

5ft 6in height, would have 
given me away on the street 
as “funny”, not “naturaT. But 
today style is global; the 
younger generation of Japan- 
ese has tossed the kimono 
and the geta (thonged plat- 
form sandals) away and pHm - 
inated the pigeoihtoed walk. 
They*ve grown taller wfth tiie 
infiltrsthm of Western foods. 
I ran pass among the mass - 
es undetected, but an)y as long 
as I keep my mouth shut 


Certain things strike a 
faint chord. The sound of ut- 
terances rather than their 
meaning; the sigh of $a sa at 
the end of conversation; what 
Td taken to be my parent's 
idiosyncrasies I now recog- 
nise as belonging to an in- 
herited cultural vocabulary of 
manners; a predilection for 
scalding baths aud the preci- 
sion in tying up packages. I 
am reminded of this when ne- 
gotiating the nedc-high, burn- 
ing waters of a gas-heated 
tub, or qfitro, found in virtu- 
ally every Japanese house- 
hold; and when purchasing 
mcffu (rice cakes) or sembe 
(rice crackers), carefully 
boxed and wrapped. This is 
the aesthetic cf the omipape, 
the gift-giving, which has per- 
sisted even to the tying-up of 
a bag of garbage. 

Inside most Japanese 
homes, which don’t have cen- 
tral heating, the cold chills to 

the bone. Families spend 
time in the kitchen where the 
floor is heated, and in an ad- 
joining tatami room. There 
they huddle under a quilt 
that covers the kotatsu, an 
electric heater In bathrooms, 
the toilet seats are heated, 
and^ the press of a button dis- 
charges a stream of hot 
water to stem or prow; an- 
other reteases a flow of warm 
air to dry and coif Bodies are 
not heated through the envi- 
ronment as in North Ameri- 
ca; here bodies are drawn to 
the heated object 

Kyouareseandgeneratkm 
Japanese Canadians, the Jap- 
anese you speak will be curi- 


ously outmoded in Japan It's 
rooted in the Meigi era of the 
previous generation’s youth, 
before the turn of the centu- 
ry The third-generation Jap- 
arese Canadian speaks barefy 
an}* Japanese. The terms 
Japanese Canadians use to 
identify themselves, issei, 
nisei and sansci - first-, 
second- and third-generation 
Japanese Canadian -are for - 
eign to most Japanese and 
our histories are of little in- 
terest to than, in the post- 
war years, according to one 
nisei who returned to Japan, 
pressured to “repatriate" by 
the Canadian government 
after release from an intern- 
ment camp, nikkei (foreign- 
born Japanese) were labelled 
frimm - throwaways. 

At the time of evacuation. 
Japanese Canadians could 
only take what they could 
carry from their hones. The 
rest was auctioned off bv the 
Custodian of Enemy Alien 
Property. Some burned their 
possessions, fearful they 
would indicate an allegiance to 
Japan. Today; except among 
academics and the well- 
travelled, foreign-born Japan- 
ese have progressed to the 
status of marginal oddities. 

The idea of nikkei experi- 
encing marrinalihr, differ- 
ence, even racism, is too 
remote to evoke empathy. 
But this history has made me 
into a collector; a fetishist of 
my own cultural heritage. 

Kerri Sakamoto is the 
author of TTie Electrical 
Field’ (Macmaflon, £12.99) 
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CONSTANCE SAVEKY was a prolific au- 
thor of children’s books over aperiod .of 
60years. The mixture (tfenufition, quiet 
humour and the occasional evangefical 
message she brought to her work seems 
dated now, but far many years she was 
popular in America as well as Britain. 

Still writing shorty before her death 
at the age of 101 , she was the last of a 
fljgfi p girished Hnp of maiden lady au- 
thors, the most outstanding of whom 
were Rosenary Sutdiff ami Cynthia 
Harnett, who wrote history and gener- 
al stories for children which combined 
accuracy of detail with a lively sense 
of adventure. 

The eldest erf five daughters bom to 
a clergyman father Constance Winifred 
Savery wrote under tire name of Con- 
stance, but was known as Winifred to the 
fiunify She was in the first cohort of 
women to be awarded them Oxford de- 
grees (she read English) directly by the 
university in 1920, She later attended the 
75th anniversary of tins event as the last 

remaining member of a group which in- 
ducted both new graduates and older 
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wmnen previously denied the chance of 
taking their degree at Oxford itseK. 

After a couple of years not very hap- 
pafyschooltearhing, Savery returned to 
run her father’s parish in Middle- 
ton, Suffolk, on the death of her moth- 
er This also allowed her time for a 
writing career that was to last for the 
rest of her life. 

In 1929, she published her first and 
onfy adult novel. Forbidden Doors. 
There then followed a string of dukhan's 
stories, some concentrating on history 
(Green Emeralds Fbr the King, 1938), 
some more concerned with setting a 
pious example Gn Danny and the 
Alabaster Box, 1937, the story ends 
with the eponymous hero deciding from 
then on to donate one-tenth of his 
pocket money to his local church). Her 
publishers included the Children Spe- 
cial Service Mission, the Church Book 
Room Press and the Children’s liter- 
ature Crusade in addition to f a mi l i ar 
ramies like Harrap, Longmans and 
Thomas Nelson. Her principal publish- 
ers eventuaQy became Lutterworth, 


with whom she had a long and 
productive relationship.. 

The Second Wjrid War brought about 
a change of emphasis in Savely's fiction. 
Enemy Brothers (1943) describes the 
problems faced by a young English boy 
returning to Britain after being raised 
as a Nazi following his kidnapping when 
a baby. This book was particnlariy suc- 
cessful in America. Welcome, Santz a 
(1956) continued the wartime theme 
wifli its heroine a Greek refogee ! orphan 
who longed to be an ordinary Bttie girl 
dressed in red. 

Savraygotthe idea after reading bow 
one young war refugee was reported 
saying “Nobody likes me, I only Eke my- 
self I am a nobody's nothing.” A re- 
viewer for The New York Times found 
the book “a sympathetic human story 
that has appeal for boys and girls 
who are sensitive to problems which 
sometimes face others of their own age". 

Constance Savely's last hook, in 
I960, was a completion of Charlotte 
Bronte’s unfinished novel, another 
Emma. Lastyearshe signed a contract 
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for the repubtication in America of her 
book The Rebel and the Redcoats, 
which was first published in 196L She 
c o ntinued to write articles, including 
some pieces on her favourite children's 
write; Charlotte M.^ Yonge. There were 
many Other interests: a woAi rig knowl- 
edge trf Latin and Greek, plus expertise 
in church architecture and history 
archaeology, astronomy, geology, 
coschology and botany. 

like her other sisters, she never mar- 
ried. Deprived of potential husbands by 
the carnage of the First "World War; all 
five girls went on to lead fulfilled lives, 
with, four of them becoming writers. Doe 
sister Christine, eventually joined her 
at the Quakermn home where she <fied 
peacefully, still strong in the Church of 

England faift ftal ^ mwmt Tttnrb 

to her during a long life. 

Nicholas tucker 

Constance Winifred Savery, chib ’ 

drerfs writer: bom Froo^ieid, WBtshire 
31 October 1897; died Stroud, i 
Gloucestershire 2 March 1999. I 


Births 

WALSHE-GREK On Sa 
March 19B9 to Alex Gn 

Bichard Walshe, a son. 


Deaths 

OXLEY: Miriam. 8 
March 1999, tied 

Hospital (Hospice 
Ro^LBristol 

RraftBeveriq 

on Monday mSrcb, 

^tePattoeSahatumAniq; 

BSoaiaitf 

“flwtewid father details from 
LfcJ.QnhKj^ 1 Quaker Lane, 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


VIGURS: TOaxfr (u4e Boace), 
aged 54, dad IS March after a 
short fflness. There wDI be a set 
. ^ice of thanksgiving at 1030am 
On Tresday 23 March at St 

Batters^LOTdon SW12. Flora] 
tributes should be sent to JJ£. 

SUman and Sons. 971 Ganatt 
Lane, Tooting, SW17 DIM 


BIRTHDAYS 

Lt-Gen Sir Peter Beale, 
Chief Medical Adviser; 
British Red Cross, 65; 
professor Alexander Bok- 
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CHANGING OP THE GUARD 
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Cambridge University 63; 
Major Sir David Butter, 
former Lord-Lieutenant of 
Perth and Kinr oss, 79; Mr 
James Coition, conductor; 
48; Mr Pat Eddery, jockey, 
47; Mr John Fraser, actor; 
68; Sir William Fraser, for- 

j mer Principal and Vice- 

! Chancellor; Glasgow 
University; 70; Mr Peter 
Graves, actor; 73; Sir Peter 
Harrop, former senior dvil 
servant, 73; Mr Alex Hig- 
gins, snooker player; 50; Mr 
Patrick Havana gh, former 
Deputy Commisstonei; Met- 
ropolitan Police, 76; Mr 
Kenny Lynch, singer and 
actor; 60; Mr Paul Marsden 
MP, 31; Mr Wilson Pickett, 


singer; 53; Mr Fidel V. 
Ramos, former president of 
the Philippines, 71; Profes- 
sor Sir Gordon Robson, 
anaesthetist, 78; Mr Barry 
Shaw, Chief Constable, 
Cleveland, 58; Mr Nicholas 
Snowman, chief executive, 
South Bank Centre, 55; Pro- 
fessor Eric Sunderland, for- 
mer Vice-Chancellor; 
U niversity College of North 
Wales, 69; Mr John Updike, 
novelist, 67; Dr Michael von 
demm, president, Temple- 
ton College, Oxford, 64. 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Births: Nikolai Andreyevich 

fo'mcky .Khrsakov: composer; 
1844; Wilfred Owen, poet, 
1893. Deaths: Ivan IV (the 
Terrible), Tsar of Russia, 

1584; Sfr Henry Simpson 

Limn, travel agent 1839. On 
this day; the planet Pluto 


was discovered by the astro- 
nomer Clyde Tombaugh, 

1930. Today is the Fteast Day 
of St Alexander of Jerusalem, 
St Ansefrn of Lncca, St Cyril 
of Jerusalem, St Edward the 
Martyr; St Frigitfian or Predi- 
ano and St Salvator of Horta. 


Lectures 

Tfcte Gallery: Michael 
Ricketts, “The Work of Chris 
Burden”, 1pm. 

National Portrait Gallery. 
Ann Kodicek, “The Sitwells 
and foe Stage”, 1.10pm. 


Middle Temple 

The following have been 
elected Masters of the Bench 
of the Middle Temple: 

Mr AJLH. Nnmo QG Ur CJL ITeay 
QCj Hr GR Lsorwee QCjTha Bob 
KLaSuwaOC. 


Post Gazette announcements to the Gazette Editor, The independent, t^phon^^ 1-293^0 lj 
PWaurumreAg nachiM 0171-293 2011) or 6x to 0171-293 2010. Pleax give a daytune telephone numoor 




County court could 
make interim order 


THE COUNTY court had ju- 
risdiction to make ex parte or 
interim orders fbr displace- 
ment of a patient’s nearest 
relative under section 29(3HO 
of foe Mental Health Act 1983, 
but it was generally preferable 
that questions under section 
29(3)(c) should be finally de- 
termined before an applica- 
tion was made for the patient's 
compulsory admission to 
hospital under section 3. 

The Court of Appeal dis- 
missed the applicant’s appeal 
against foe dismissal ofltis ap- 
i pbcation for judicial review of 
two orders erf the county court 
displacing bis mother as his 
nearest relative for the pur- 
poses of the Mental Health Act 
1983, and a decision to admit 
him compulsorily to hospital 
for treatment 

The applicant had a long 
history of schizophrenia with 
admissions to hospital since 
1965. His mother was foe statu- 
tory Dearest relative under sec- 
tion 26 of the Mental Health Act 
1983. On 5 March 1996 an ap- 
proved social worker applied 
under section 4 of the 1983 Act 
flu- emergency admission of 
the applicant to hospital. On 6 
March the applicant was re- 
gretted to a section 2 patient, Le. 
one who had been admitted 
for assessment 

On 8 March a county court 
judge, purporting to act under 
section 29(3) (c) of foe Act 
made an order on an ex parte 
application purporting to dis- 
place foe appficantis mother as 
his nearest relative until Anther 
order; on the the ground that 
sbehad unreasonably otgected 
to the making of an application 
fbr admission for treatment He 
ordered that foe matter be 
relisted for 15 March so that 


IT WAS logical enough at 
the time that the Rev John 
Skipp's Bible class intro- 
duced me to Noel Coward’s 
songs. And so, one now 
sets aside lyndale to pick 
up the new edition of Ids 
Complete Lyrics (the Amer- 
ican edition is on better 
paper). It contains 200 
frrics which Mr Skipp can- 
not have known, such as *A 


Thursday 
Law report 

18 March 1999 

Regina v Central 
London County 
Court and another, 
ex parte London 
Court of Appeal 
(Lord Justice Stuart- 
Smith, Lord Justice 
Henry and Lord 
Justice Robert Walker) 
15 March 1999 

conatteration might be given to 
the continuance of the order. 

On 15 March foe application 
to displace the applicant’s 
mother was considered inter 
partes by another county court 
judge, who made an order con- 
tinuing the previous order until 
3 April On 22 March foe social 
services department, purport- 
ing to act as tiie applicant's 
nearest relative, applied for 
his compulsory admission to 
hospital for treatment under 
section 3 of the Art The hospital 

admitted him, relying on foe 
county court orders. 

The applicant applied forju- 
(Edal review of the county court 
orders of 8 and 15 March 1996 
on the ground that the county 
court bad no jurisdiction to 
make esparto or interim orders 
but onfy to make final orders; and 
erf foe derision of foe hospital 
managers of 22 March purport- 
ing to admit him for treatment 
under section 3 of foe Act, on 
the ground that, if foe county 
court orders were void, the ad- 
mission was unlawful. His ap- 


plication was dismissed, and be 
appealed to the Court of Appeal 
Nigel Planing QC and Rabmder 
Singh ( GiU & Co) far the appfr- 
cant; Christopher Katkowski 
(Treasury Sdicitort far the coun- 
ty court; PresdeyBaxendaleQC 
and Cerxad Clarke (Radctiffes) 
far the hospital managers. 

Lord Justice Stuart-Smith 
said that foe general power in 
section 38 of foe County 
Courts Act 1984 to make any 
order which could be made by 
foe High Court if foe proceed- 
ings were in the High Court 
was not expressly excluded by 
the Mental Health Act 1983. 

Parliament had to be fokwi 
to have enacted foe 1983 Act in 
the light of foe existing powers 
ofthe court, and simply because 
foe machinery existed in sec- 
tion 29(4) ofthe 1983 Act for the 
extension of the period for 
which a patient was liable to be 
detained by virtue of an appli- 
cation for admission for as- 
sessment until an application 
under section 29(3) (c) or (d) for 
the displacement of the pa- 
tient's nearest relative had 
been finally disposed of, it did 
not necessarily mean that mare 
general powers were excluded. 

Accordingly, the county 
court had had jurisdiction to 
make foe orders of 8 and 15 
March, and it followed that the 
hospital's admission of foe ap- 
plicant under section 3 was 
not unlawful. It was, however 
preferable that, unless there 
were cogent reasons to the 
contrary, questions under sec- 
tion 29(3) (c) should be finally 
determined before an applica- 
tion for compulsory a dmissio n 
unite section 3 were made. 

Kate O’Hanlon 
Barrister 


WORDS 

CHRISTOPHER 
HAWTREE 
slut, JU 

Little Sfatt of Six” (3924): 
“When nn safety married / 
111 learn lots of lovely 
tricks / To save myself from 
having / Any little sluts of 


six.” The Lord Chamber- 
lain objected, and Coward 
sort of obliged with: “1 
shall count nty little chicks 
/ And maybe, if I'm tacky f 
m have tats of stats of six.” 
The OED doubts John- 
son’s assertion of Dutch 
origins, but remarks upon 
Northern use, and reminds 
ns of those excellent words, 

hussy and jade. 
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THE THURSDAY REVIEW W/ 


Should baby suck a dummy? 

Sheila’s baby cries all the time, and is only comforted by a dummy. But her mother-in-law says it’ll deform the baby s teeth- ^ er 
husband says it looks awful, and Sheila herself has heard that dummies are a health hazard. What should she do. 


VIRGINIA’S ADVICE 


F ashions in bring- 
ing up babies 
change like hem- 
lines. In 1910 Sir 
Truby King rec- 
ommended that to 
stop thumb-suck- 
ing, the best plan was to put the 
babies’ arms in splints of corru- 
gated cardboard. In 1970 a Mrs 
Frankenburg wrote that the 
“continuous sucker of a dummy 
is fortunate ifhe does not become 
a chain-smoke r, a drunkard or a 
drug-addict". (Personally I would 
have thought it was the other way 
round, that those who don't have 
things to suck on need sucky 
things in later life.) In 1975 Dr 
Hugh Jolly said he would prefer 
a baby who requires extra 
sucking to do it the natural way 
- “by sucking his thumb”. 

These days most baby books 
are perfectly easy about dum- 
mies, and thumb-sucking. But the 
bang-up-to-date research on 
dummies is confusing- It shows 
that the sucking promotes more 
saliva, which prevents plaque 
budding up, and that there's no 
problem with teeth as long as 
children stop sucking dummies 
before six years old. Other 
research shows that dummy- 
suckers tended to have more in- 
fections than other babies, but 


needless to say no one has sorted 
out whether this is because dum- 
mies tend to be used in families 
where mothers are young, broke 
and poorly educated, and smoke. 

So there you have it Sheila's 
mind is probably bo g gling. 

But there’s a bigger issue 
here, about taking advice when 
you're bringing up children. It 
seems to me that Sheila knows 
perfectly what's right for her 
baby. The dummy soothes it and 
comforts it But her intuitive 
motherly feelings have been 
undermined by two people who 
clearly don’t have the baby’s 
emotional interests at heart 

First, her mother-in-law, who 
can harcfly know the baby as well 
as Sheila and who seems more 
concerned with the baby’s looks 
than with its emotional welfare. 
Even if the teeth theory were 
true, which it isn’t better a buck- 
toothed baby full of beans than a 
perfect misery with a perfect 
mouth. Second, Sheila's hus- 
band, who seems to have inher- 
ited his mother’s obsession with 
looks, says that dummies look 
awfuL Most face-furniture does. 
But he surely wouldn’t suggest 
his child stop wearing glasses, if 
it had to latec just on the grounds 
of vanity? I suspect class comes 
into all this. My mother never 


gave me a dummy because she 
said they were “common”. But 
babies, thank God, have no class 
distinctions. If they can’t find 
their thumbs, they often want a 
dummy when they’re miserable. 

Children aren’t fUrniture Mts 
from Ikea. There are no instruc- 
tions a mother can follow, except 

her own gut feelings. When 
Sheila asks for advice, she knows 
the answer. She wants reassur- 
ance that her own instinctive feel- 
ings are right So my advice is to 
trust her own judgement 

“Expert advice will not aid a 
parent unless be has the appro- 
priate inner experiences," wrote 
the child psychologist Bruno 
Bettelheim. “Such advice may 
even prevent him from engaging 
in the laborious task of discov- 
ering the causes of his child's dif- 
ficulties, and in the process 
discovering things about his 
own life and being which 
bring him that much 
closer to his child and the 
child to him. The right 
inner experience .. .will 
reveal how superficial 
and impersonal even 
the best advice is 
when applied to a com- 
plex situation caused 
by highly personal 
feelings.” 


Dilemmas 

WITH VIRGINIA IRONSIDE 


READERS’ SUGGESTIONS 



A dummy is the answer 
Before I had my first baby; I too 
despised the “common" dummy. 
However; within two weeks of 
putting my bundle of joy on the 
breast every two hours, 1 had 
succumbed. 

Yes, they do look awful but so 
do new mums with bags under 
the eyes and nursing bras left un- 
done “to save time” 

TWo babies later I was still 
converted. Teeth are straight, 
unlike mine and my brother’s, 
(our mother looked down on 
dummies, so we sucked thumb 
and forefinger respectively). 'Vbu 
can throw away a dummy when 
a baby is 18 months old; 
unfortunately you cannot throw 
away thumbs, and they can stay 
planted into the teens. 

FIONA CARRIVICK 
Isleworih, Middlesex 

They're better than thumbs 
I sucked my thumb until I 
was about 13 or 14, and found 
hextraonfinarfly hard to break 
the habit - my thumb, after all, 
was on the end of my hand, and 
always accessible, so I often 
sucked it without being even con- 
scious of rqy actions. I am now, 
at 42, still undergoing dental 
treatment (private and expen- 
sive) to put right dental defects. 


My youngest daughter had a 
dummy. It pacified her and 
turned her from a screaming, 
irritable baby into a contented, 
reahn little glrL When she was 
about two -and- a -half, we told 

her that her dummy had “gone 
on holiday”, sent her a couple of 
postcards to that effect, and 
that was the end of that! How 
many 12 -year-olds do you see 
still sucking a dummy? 

ALEX CABLYLE-PRICE 


Just sterilise iU 
I understand that the latest 
advice is that thumb-sucking is 
worse for teeth than a dummy; 
and that neither is a disaster as 
long as it doesn't continue for too 
long. Properly sterilised, a 
dummy is no worse and indeed 
a good deal better than most 
other things that wifi find their 
way into vour baby's mouth. 

kimmoLnar 

Preston. Lancashire 


NEXT WEEK'S DILEMMA 


Dear Virginia, 

My girlfriend read a book on 
relationships and we 
decided to be more honest 
with each other 7 told her 
about two girls Fd had long 
affairs with and loved, in 
thepast. She told me she 
stULfeli a bit in love with 
her old boyfriend, which 
really upset me. She also 
s aid she didn't think I had a 
sense of humour. J told her 
that although I loved her. I 
wished she'd lose weight 
Obviously we told each 
other good things as well, 
but my girlfriend is std hurt 
about my past affairs. The 


idea was to make us feel 
closer, but tce'rejhrthcv 
apart. 7/eel stupid that toe 
took advice from a book, 
and confused about honesty. 
How honest should yon be? 
Yours sincerely. Dennis 

Anyone until advice quoted 
will be sent a bouquet from 
burton .Send letters and 
dilemmas to Virginia 
Ironside. ‘The Independent'. 
2 Canada Square. Canary 
Wharf. London EM SDL,fi*x 
0171-293 2182; c-mail 
dilemmas^ mdcpcruiexitco- 
uk. giving a postal address 
jbrabouquet 




POETIC LICENCE 
The 'Easy' Divorce Sketch 

by Martin Newell 


In a bid to pot “family values” firmly back 
on the Tory agenda, William Hague has 
said that couples should be made to wait 
longer before they are allowed to divorce. 

He claims that divorce is too easy 



Her lawyers said to write it down 
The muttered curse, a fleeting frown 
Refusal to co-operate 
If reconstrued might lend some weight 
As proof in court. Effective? Rather 
Unfitness as the children's father. 

The means become the end alone 
And scarified upon that stone 
All money time and sanity 
TO please this great god. Custody. 

His lawyer. Reassuring Posh. 

Did sod all good Still took the dosh. 

Not infidelity. As such. 

They fought? Of course. She spent too much. 
The house, the kids, the car... the lot 
His drinking. That began the rot 
“Don't shout!” Which prompted one attack. 
Tve just got in... she's on my back. 

The kids are czying. It’s hurling plates. 
That’s it On sofa. Round me mate’s.” 

Could hardly saw the bouse in half 
Could he? Reason with her? Laugh? 
Down the pub, his mates had said: 
“She's got you now mate.” Better dead 
Than join the Sunday Father Squad 
End up some bitter, sad old sod. 

The kids collected from her door 
One frantic weekend out of four 
And shouted at when one was side 
“I SAID not many SWEETS. You THICK?” 

She for her part, knackered, lonely. 
Sometimes got out Weekends only. 

Men seemed slightly wary now 
More fish in sea, less bites somehow. 
They didn't mind that she’d been wed 
Tbey found out she’d got kids, they fled. 
The maintenance? Wfell that was late. 

Her mum said- “CSA. You wait” 

And then the bastard wriggled free. 

Just killed himself. Deliberately. 


So you still want to send the 
lads to boarding school? 

‘EaintLng’ is not the only release from boredom in boarding schools. Nor is it new By Jack O’Sullivan 


H e is In his forties 
now, but for this 
ex-boarding 
school pupil the 
memory of “feint- 
ing” is fresh. “Ybu 
would go up and 
down like this, holding your breath,” 
he demonstrates, bending his knees 
vigorously. “Then you would stand up 
and you would feint. Of course, 
someone was supposed to catch you 
when you fell over; but if they didn't you 
could bang your head Fainting gave 
you a buzz.” 

At a now-dosed Wiltshire boarding 
school girls passed out using a dif- 
ferent method “You would hug some- 
one until they feinted,” recalls a 
former pupiL “It was consensual, and 
you got this momentary feeling of 
being out of control” 
indeed, feinting for fun is a practice 
with which even toddlers are only too 
familiar. My own two-year- old daugh- 
ter loves to turn round and round ever 
fester in drdes until she crashes to 
the ground either lau ghing or cr yin g, 
her head all of a spin. 

Fainting is part of an ancient and 
enduring childhood culture, passed an 


The attraction, said 
one pupil, was that 
fainting ' made you 
feel abnormal 

fay young people to each other seem- 
ingly without reference to adults and 
somehow forgotten by grown-ups. 
Perhaps this explains why adults 
were apparently so shocked to hear 
of Nicholas Taylor's recent death at 
Eton. Nicholas, 15, had been playing 
the “feinting game", in which a dress- 
ing-gown cord was gradually tightened 
around a boy’s neck to restrict the flow 
of oxygen to his brain. NormaBj; it was 
done by a group. “You would tap on 
your thigh,” said one pupil at the in- 
quest “When you stopped tapping, it 
would signal the others to let go.” The 
attraction, said another pupil, was that 
“it made you feel abnormal”. 

But Nicholas went one step further 
than his peers. He is believed to have 
attempted the thrill for himself by tying 
one end of the cord to the door of his 
room. He accidentally killed himself by 
asphyxiation. Death fay misadventure 
was the coroner’s verdict 
The tragedy has put the spotlight 
on other, often equally dangerous, 
practices undertaken within the con- 
fines of boarding schools, where the 
private world of children can create its 
own mad rituals. 

It is not just a beys’ thing. The 
fairUmg-through-buggng ex-schoolgjri 
recalls: “Apart from smoking, taking 
dope and drinking dden a great fav- 
ourite was spraying deodorant into a 



It’s the combination of isolation and peer pressure that can lead to wild behaviour Hldton Getty 


shared with 45 other bpys and do it 
without being noticed. 

“The next hurdle was getting 
through the lighted streets to the 
target building, climbing up the out- 
side and adorning the s ummi t with 
some sort of marker. Then we had to 
get back into bed again without being 
detected.” Fortunately far SirRamilpd 
he never fen off a b uilding 

He is not the only public figure to 
have engaged in bizarre and danger- 
ous pranks at school. In his autobio- 
graphy General Sir Peter de la BiBfere 
describes how while a pupQ a t Har- 
row he took a ^2 rifle from the school 
armoury and tried to shoot out the 
lights of a room foil of celebrating 
pupils. “I rested the rifle on the rail- 
ings of the teaching-block,” he writes, 
“and took a couple of pot shots. Ebr 
some reason I missed the bulb.” 


plastic bag and inhaling it The dizzi- 
ness it produced was said to be very 
pleasant, although the price you paid 
was an unspeakable headache half-an- 
hoor later But people still did it 
because you could be amazing bored 
stuck in an artificial environment” 
Girls in other schools likewise have 
their moments of craziness. In 1991 
girts at Roedean painted an 80-ft 
replica of Dorset’s Cerne Abbas giant 
on their sports field the day before 
sports day. The same yean 51 fifth- 
formers from a girls’ boarding school 

in Oxfordshire ran amok in the school 

grounds, hurling stink-bombs, paint 
and eggs. People were awoken a 
quarter of a mile away by the riot 
The peer pressure to do sonne thi ng 
wild is particularly strong in boarding 
schools, says Mary MacLeod, of Child- 
tine, which will soon revive a special 


.helpline service for boarders. “Young 
people in boarding schools spend an 
awful lot of time together: They are 
looking for more from each other; so 
that ups the ante. And because they 
don't have homes to go to in the 
evening, they don’t get out of the 
situation. So a culture of risky behav- 
iour can develop, particularly among 
boys proving their masculinity.” 

Sir Ranulph Fiennes, the explorer; 
is a good example. He found a way of 
becoming popular at Eton after ex- 
periencing initial misery “1 gathered 
together a group ofbqys who were also 
not great sportsmen mid formeda sot 
of dangerous sports dub,” he recalls. 
“The aim was to dimb to the top of the 

highest school buDdhngs at nighh This 
took a certain ingenuity, because we 
were forbidden to go out at night, and 
I had to get oat erf the bedroom I 


Ex-public school boarders will 
describe equally bizarre goings-on 
involving ouija boards, drugs and 
alcohol “I know five people who are 
heroin addicts.” said one friend. “They 
all started at boarding school” 

Mary MacLeod is unsurprised by 
such behaviour “Some children in 
boarding school are all grown-up with 
nowhere to go,” she says. “This is par- 
ticularly true these days when young 
people seem to be growing up faster. 
They are surrounded by images of the 
exciting life young people could have. 
But they can't get at it That increases 
their interest in developing some 
excitement" 

The death of Nicholas Taylor at 
Eton has prompted criticism that the. 
school authorities should have known 
more about what was going on. and 
stopped it One witness told the in- 
quest “On average six or seven faint- 
logs took place each evening I was 
*fainted' about 20 times." 

However; the structure of boarding 
often makes it hard for teachers to 
know what is going on - especially 
somewhere like Eton, which empha- 
sises independence and privacy: 
pupils have their own rooms. It’s also • 

T know five people who 
are heroin addicts. 
They all started at 
boarding school 

worth remembering that boarding 
school pupils do not themselves know 
what some of their peers are up to. 

“It was only after I left that I knew 

about the covert relationships that 
would have scandalised my school,” 
says another former boarder. “I-was 
totally unaware, although perhaps I 
should have realised from a revue 
when a junior dressed up as a girl and 
an older boy played his lovec" 

Eton's hierarchy seems equally 


of “fainting”. John Lewis, the head- 


the strongest terms” to pupils about 
the practice. But lecturin g young 
hoarders may not be the answer. . 

HA -.-J 1 


care that involves the pupils them* 
selves, says MacLeod. “It's not enough 
for instructions to come down from 
teachers. There is a gap between ■ 
adults and young people, and we far- 
get that at our peril Young peopiehave - 

thdr awa lives and will exdude adults. 
So it is extremely ffifficuJt to know whet 
is going on. Young people must be 
encouraged to work with teachers to 
create a comfortable emotional envir- - 
onment Hopefully it win direct their 
energy in a safer direction.” 

Childline's freephone number is 
0800UU 
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I t’s an early morning seminar at 
the London Business School and 
the 60 students on the Soane Fel- 
lowship MBA. programme - a 
course designed for high-achiev- 
ers. CEOs and 

looking to go that notch higher - 
aresinging “Happy Birthday”. Pretty 
badty too. It is a monotonous, half-throat- 
ed sound and the birthday boy, a soberly 
suited student called Palat Aduithan, is 
standing on a chairat the front of a lectors 
hall, looking faintly embar rassed . 

Berqamin Z an dei; the seminar leader; 
orchestral conductor and organiser of 
this unorthodox spectacle, is unimpressed. 
“You are the future leaders of the western 
world! Is that the best you do? It's not 

*to you’, it’s ‘to YOU!"’ - and Zander 
throws his arms towards I^lai. Ihe class 
launches another salvo. “No, don't attach 
him! Do it with tenderness ftnd love! 9 

And again the song is r^teated. Zander 
gesturing to the object of the sang and ac- 
centuating the phrases with candnctorty 
gestures. Within mhinte s, the once-te pid 
song has been transformed into a rousmg 
chorus, sung with patyahle feeling. Palat 


says Zander; “is something he woift for- 
get for a while.” 

Ncb; indeed, win anyone dsein the room. 

After 10 pnmites, Tend e r h*H« pn17«»d »i«w^ 

future Gn Tbm Wolfe’s wards) masters of 
the universe together into a group which 
acts effectively in concert, lb emphasise 
hispant,Zande-rouDdsoffthethree-hour 
seminar by leading the entire class in “an 
incredibly loud and expressive perfor- 
mance crfthe^ t)de to Joy* frwnBeetboverf s 
Ninth” sung, of course, in German. 

It’s no mean feat and yet it’s one that 
Zander has been repeating weekly for the 
last decade, with groups as various as the 
US Army NASA, Mue chip corporations 
(last month in Arizona, he zapped 4,000 
Pizza Hut managers in one sitting) and 
schools, inducting E asttea , an East End 
comprehensive in one of London's most 
deprived areas. 

Zandra* has been rightly described as 
one of the most able coimnunicatars since 
Leonard Bernstein. The day after the 
performance described above, he ad- 
dressed the 'Wbrid Economic Fbrum in 
Davos, attended fay, among others, Toqy 
Blair Tbnight he’s back in London to con- 
duct MaUra* at the Royal Festival Hall, and 
tomorrow he’ll speak to Lewisham Coun- 
ril’s 80 P-strpng housing dgartment. 

Now in iris 60th yeai; the En^sh-bom 
Zander lives at a tempo maqy half Iris age 
would find exhausting, and at a breath- 
taking level of engagement He began his 
career as a cellist before switching to con- 
ducting. He has made a significant mark 
as both educator - at the New En gl and 
Conservatory where he has taught for 35 
years - and as conductor with the Boston 
Philharmonic, with a series of landmark 
recordings of Beethoven and Stravinsky. 
“Beethoven is, bless his heart, capable of 
speaking to everyone,” he says, and to 
prove it he always leads his audiences in 
the “Ode to Joy” - inducting fixe Eastlea 
children, “who had never seen a grand 
piano, let atone an orchestra”. His eyes 
shine. “The ‘Ode to Joy 1 is not the Euro- 
pean anthem,” he says, “but a song for the 
possibility of the human being.” 



Benjamin Zander: described as one of the most abte conmmnicators since Bernstein 


Conducting is a profession which has, 
Zander jokes, “a dictatorial image. It’s the 
last bastion of totalitarianism.” Butane of 
its crucial skills is leadership, which is 
why the business community has tab»n 
Zander to their global bosom. Tten years 
ago, he was invited, in his capacity as pro- 
fessor of music at the New England Con- 
servatory in Boston, to address the^ Young 
Presidents’ Association. 

“What I did was bring them to an or- 
chestra rehearsal, and invite them to sit 
with the players. As I conducted, I noticed 
certain things that were similar between 
a conductor and any other kind of leadec 
A conductor does everything just before 
it happens; it’s too late if you act with it. 
I realised that what I was doing must look 
strange, so I stopped to explain It’s re- 


ally no use for a CEO to be with the com- 
pany, I said by way of analogy; he must be 
ahead of it” 

Prom these beginnings, Zander devel- 
oped, in tanifem with his fanritytberapist 
wife Rosamund (“We separated 14 years 
ago, but she’s a dose friend and a brilliant, 
ori ginal thinker”), a new theory of lead- 
ership. It goes like this: leaders are peo- 
ple with vision, and our new global society 
needs new types of leaders, Mies who can 
- in one of Zander’s catehphrases - “think 
outside the bar”, who can make distinc- 
tions, challenge their assump tions. Con- 
tribution, rattier than success, is the 
essence, he sqys, adding that to think oth- 
erwise is to be caught in a downward spi- 
ral where you are forever measuring 
performance against another fodicaioE 


Success in that sense, hemps, doesrft mat- 
ter; it's all invented and means nothing 
His ideas, as much as his performance, 
are cited as life-changing encounters with 
an immediate and lasting accessibility, 
lfereria Veseina, a London-based invest- 
ment banker; spoke of how “Zander’s 
sense of contribution, or mission, realty 
generates enthusiasm. People do discov- 
er different meanings in what he says; it 
depends on your own experiences.” 
“Music is just a metaphor for other ex- 
periences,” Zander says, “and it’s incred- 
ibly powerful in its ability to break the 
barriers that keep us separate and unable 
to express our humanity. It’s something 
that I have access to ” 

Zander is dearly on to something. Even 
the Industrial Society has recently re- 


puted, in a new publication on leadership, 
that command management is no longer 
appropriate for modem times: what is 
needed now is a more people- orientated 
approach. It seems that Zander has an- 
ticipated them, hi the Eighties, when 
firms wanted to develop leadership qual- 
ities among workers, they sent them over 
military assault courses. The message was 
bhmfc business was an arena in which only 
the toughest survived. 

Does Zander’s popularity indicate the 
development of a softer; more caring 
society? Now even the RSC offers work- 
shops to non -actors, in order to bring out 
ways of expression. 

“It is precisely tha t,” replies Zander. 
“The new global society calls out fora dif- 
ferent person. We used to think, if I can beat 


my neighbour HI be better off We now 
know that’s not true. When we read about 
the disastrous Japanese economy, we re- 
alise that it will have an impact on us. It's 
new a global society so ifs mare Eke a sym- 
phony orchestra than a football gam p 
“In an orchestra, the secret is to allow 
everybody’s voice to be heard, for the vi- 
olas and the trombones to be equally ex- 
pressfve and not drown the other out if that 
happens, all you get is chaos.” 

Benjamin Zander conducts the PhUhar- 
monia(d the Royal Festival HaU, London, 
SEl in Mahler's Symphony No. 5 and Jo- 
hemn Strauss’s 'Emperor Waltz' tonight at 
730pm (0171-9604242), with a pre-concert 
talk (RFH, 6pm; admission free with con- 
cert tic ket) 


Arms and the working man 


ONE OF the key scenes in 
Trust, the highly involving - 
ami vray involved -new play by 
Ulster dramatist Gary Mitch- 
ell, takes place up at the 
Khncj tag h Monument, a lonety 
location frequented not by 
those who wish to pay their 
respects to the dead, but by 
couples wanting a clandestine 
shag in a car 

Trust doesn’t whack you 
over toe head much with sym- 
bols, bixt there’s a calculated, 
heavity ironic mismatch here 
between setting and purpose. 
The' Knockagh Monument 
commemorates the people of 
Antrim who perished in the 
Great Whr fighting side by side 
*ith Englishmen. The picture 
this presents of a unified 
Protes tantism tragL ^ftmifalty 
disintegrates in the present- 
day circumstances in Trust 
Tbe spot is the site of a tense 
Beefing between a disaffected 


THEATRE 

TRUST 

ROYAL COURT AT 
THE AMBASSADORS 
LONDON 

Special in toe British Army and 
his Northern Irish girlfriend 
who, in order to get out of that 
hellhole are prepared to sell 
arms, and toe couple of 
working-class “guardians” of 
toe Protestant community^ who 
may be prepared to buy. 

As with Decten Croghan’s 
recent play Paddy Irishman, 
Paddy Englishman and 
Paddy-.?, toe accent here is 
much more on potentially vio- 
lent inlrwMimiHinityproble^ 
than m intercommunity ones. 

The play pitches you into 
this tzfinltyaKxqrfexworid and 
a refusal to make concessions 
to facile intelligibility is a 
strong virtue both of Mitchell’s 


writing and of Mick Gordon’s 
wcmderfuQy authentic, porous 
and spa daily daring produc- 
tion. It makes compelling 
■ psychological use of one of the 
steeply raked aisles at toe 
Ambassadors and inserts a 
tittle landing pad right among 
toe audience. 

For an En glish person, the 
experience is rather as if you 
have been rendered invisible 
and abandoned, bradngty, to 
find your own way round the 
minutiae ofaworid that doesn’t 
know you Ye there. Most of the 
often very funny drama takes 
place in the sitting room -of 
Patrick O’Kane’s brilliantly 
banked-down. simmering and 
measuredty mordant Geordie, 
the community's “protector” . 
Yoa brace yourself for the in- 
evitable point that, in looking 
after the interests of all the folk 
who crowd his house, Geordie 

has neglected the needs of his 



Patrick O'Kane, Gregg Fitzgerald and Colum Convey 
in ’Trust' Geraint Lewis 


nearest and dearest -particu- 
larly the nerdy; misfit teenage 
son Jake (Gregg Fitzgerald) 
whose headaches mid unso- 


fether’s virility. Ihe kid is being 
picked on at scfaooL Will the re- 


taliations leave him in greater 

danger? Linked to toe arms- 
seffing plot and involving the 
kind of alleged deals that 
Protestant police families and 
the British Government seem 
prepared to countenance to 


prevent anything that would 
embarrass the peace process, 
toe outcome depends on too 
much of a thriller switchback 
ride for my taste, and I must 
say I’ve never cared for end- 
ings that leave someone mak- 
ing a fateful telephone call. 

It’s tiie scenes with more 

stork and fl e ttWti ty VI them tihat 

impress, in»» the hilarious pub 
trty where Jake starts downing 
pints through simple thirst 
and half- wises up to what is re- 
quired of him, thus turning 
toe tables an Geordie and his 
Idutzywouldbema&osufekkk 
(Colum Convey). Or the con- 
versations where an appalling 
history of crime suddenly 
surfaces wito a blackly comic 
casualness. That’s the side of 
his gift in which MltcheD could 
place greater trust 

Paul Taylor 

7b 3 April (0171-565 5000) 


One for all and all for one 


ANY ORCHESTRA that tackles 
enters into a musical 
contract where disciplined 


nwment, and the structure 
suffers. And there can be no 


among me pjayras. 
Sunday nighifs London Pha- 
raonic presentation of 
Sforains’s magnificent sym- 
g ™ rJ fa ° t ^ K p ohjdla's 


■-a 


"9 — ~ ^ nuou iiNwir . 

™ dejection are set in the 
Finnish nortbland - carried 

SS&ELes^t 


Classical 

BERGLUND/ANDSNES/ 
LONDON PHILHARMONIC 

ROYAL FESTIVAL HALL 
, LONDON 

as a single entity and the ex- 
traordinary components of 
SibeBos’s icy narrative were 
focused without any dis- 
cernible lapses in concentra- 
tion. • Berghuufs priorities 
include a precisely charted 
overview; weB-driBed execution 
and due attention to even the 
smallest instrumental detail 
And what a work it is! Some of 


toe scoring dwarfs virtually 
anything else written at tbe 
turn of the century, especially 
in terms of toe brass, lower 
woodwinds, harp and double- 
basses. There are startled 
climaxes, eerie alarms and 
stretches of musical time 
where mjtoingregisters except 
toe subtlest shudder: 

Pvhjola ends quietly (never 
a comforting sign with 
SbeEus), but on Sunday night 


* 


the stmt afBeethoverfs Second 
(realty bis first) Piano Con- 
certo. The soloist was the 
young and prodigiously gifted 


Norwegian pianist Leif Ove 

Andsnes. His entry was poised 

and confident, forceful without 
sounding forced. 

He has an ability to “trunk 
through" a score, knit its de- 
ments into a whole, so that 
every gesture contributes to 
the one cogent st atemen t 
FPr me, however, toe 
evening’s musical high point 
was a reacting of Tbhaikovsfers 
Fifth Symphony where those 
virtues of honesty, directness 

and a flat refusal to distort the 

musical line leant one of toe 

repertory's best-loved war 
horses a new lease of hie. 


Berghmd set to work at a sen- 
sibly mobile tempo, then 
sprung into action for (me of the 
most vivacious accounts of toe 
first movement that I have 
heard in recent years. 

Potential pitfalls are plenti- 
ful, and the more indulgrait con- 
ductors visit them frequentty 
but Bergfond kept up the pace, 
flew from episode to episode 
without ceremony and inspired 
some of toe LPO’s finest play- 
ing this season. 

In the slow movement, 
Richard BissHTs solo horn sur- 
passed all reasonable expec- 
tations - a tender statement eff 


one of Tchaikovsky's most ifl- 
detible melodies, warmed with 
just a smidgen of expressive ro- 
bato. The waltz was very live- 
ly, perha ps a little too much so 
for the tricky instrumental ex- 
changes that sit at its centre, 
but toe finale forged forwards 
with energy and panache. 

Berghmd and the LPO re- 
cently made an impressive CD 
of Tchaikovsky's Fourth Sym- 
phony (for the Classic FM 
Label), so maybe Sunday’s 
perfor mance ygnais a similar 
success into the Fifth. I sin- 
cerely hope it does. 

ROB COWAN 


Marxism 

today 


EVERYBODY'S FAVOURITE 

response to a ticket for a show 
is “what’s it about”? Well, you 
asked. Mrs Rittenhouse. the 
well-upholstered, stinking rich 
Long Island society hostess is 
throwing a party to celebrate 
the unvoting of a statue owned 
by RoscoWCbandlei; who isn’t 
toe art patron be pretends to be 
-he’s AbeKatsbtde the no-gpod 
Czechoslov akian fish peddler 
You with me so far? Then the 
guest of honour, Jeffrey T 
Spaulding - “toe T stands for 
Edgar” - arrives with much 
hoo-hah and everyone sings 
“Hooray for Captain Spauld- 
ing”, and he sings “Hello, I 
Must be Going” before enticing 
his hostess with an insurance 
scam while toying with her af- 
fections and those of next 
door’s vulgar vamp, Mrs 'Ifen 
Damme: “How can someone 
be so ugty with just one head?" 
At which point Signor Emanuel 
Raveffi toms up to negotiate his 
musician’s fee with his partner 
The Professor who doesn’t 
speak. Wows his horn and has 
a sideline in klept omania And 
that’s just toe first 10 minutes. 

Of course, you’d have to be 
certifiabty insane to watch toe 
Marx Brothers for the plot ' 
The glory of this Manchester 
Royal Exchange revival of the 
original stage show Animal 
Crackers is the casting. Toby 
Sedgwick may not play the 
harp toe does a solo cm the saw 
instead but who cares when he 
captures Harpo’s unique mix of 


innocence to rapturously fumy 
effect Whether ind ulging in 

ramp ant shjrt r chasfng or fleeo - 


theatre 

ANIMAL CRACKERS 

LYRIC THEATRE 
LONDON 

ing guests, Joseph Mesa’s per- 
manently on-the-make Chico 
appears to hold a masters de- 
gree in hoodwinking. 

Thetynchpfahowevecisthe 
sublimely funny Ben Keaton, 
whose Groucho is a marvel 
TOmderfulty relaxed- and thus 
all the more engaging - pun- 
ning and spinning through the 
joyously preposterous routines 
with timing to die foe leaping 
between insane good humour 
and defiant outrage like the 
master himself 
Unfortunately, whenever 
they're off-stage, everything 
plummets. You always did 
want to shoot the all-singing, 
romantic juvenile leads and 
these two are no exception, 
but the real problem is toe di- 
rection. There’s no rhythm to 
cany you over toe holes in the 
structure - altho ugh decent 
lighting to isolate moments 
would help. It feels like every- 
one was so busy staging toe 
gloriously anarchic set-pieces 
toat they forgjtevaytoing rise. 
Encouraging tiie actors to vault 
over toe top is not toe answer. 

Yet watching toe three cen- 
tral performances, all doubts 
vanish. Whenever they depart 

from toe script - often - it hits 
you that these three pranksters 

are beyond mere imperson- 
ation. They’re sensational. 

David Benedict 

Booking: 0171-494 5045 
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Jeff Bridges: as obsessive as James Stewart in ‘Rear Window*, convinced that something is lurking across the street 


THE BIG PICTURE 



Anthony Quinn 


ARLINGTON ROAD (15) 

DIRECTOR: MARK PELLINGTON 
STARRING: JEFF BRIDGES. 

TIM ROBBINS, JOAN CUSACK. 
MASON GAMBLE. HOPE DAVIS 
117 MINUTES 

I t begins with a blurred figure 
weaving slowly down a road, like 
a marathon runner woozy with 
fatigue. The camera swoons 
around a young boy who’s sweat- 
ing and byperven Hating; dimly 
recalled voices urge him on as 
spots of blood start to dapple his sneakers. 
A car pulls up. a man jumps out and takes 
• the boy, who we now see is charred and 
. bleeding in his arms; next thing we know 
i he's blatting through emergency room 
i doors as hospital staff swarm around the 
i stricken child. 

i The first few minutes of Arlington Road 

< constitute probably the best opening of any 

, film this year Director Mark Pellington 
thrusts us right in mediasres- that's Latin 
for a taut psychological thriller - before 
we’ve had a chance to get our bearings. Can 
the film sustain this ominous flurry? The 
man who rushes the kid to hospital is 
Michael Faraday (Jeff Bridges;, a profes- 
sor of American history in Washington DC; 
the boy is the son of his new neighbours 
across the way, Oliver Lang (Tim Robbins) 
and his wife Cheryl (Joan Cusack), all- 
American types who have barbecues in the 
back yard and sports clothes that are just 
the wrong side of casuaL Apparently their 
boy had been fooling around wife firwv oiks, 
but he’ll be just fine. 

Michael becomes Mends with the 
Langs, even though he’s not quite sure 
about Oliver. What are those strange ar- 
chitecturalplansinhisstudy.andwhydoes 
i he get mail from a university he's sup- 
posedly never attended? Tim Robbins 
has an alarming fringe, like Jim Carrey's 
in Dumb and Dumber, and there’s some- 
thing about the wholesomeness of his 
suburban everyman that feels deeply sus- 
pect But then Jeff Bridges isn’t quite all 
there rather, he’s done something odd to 
his voice that makes him sound as though 
he's holding an invisible thermometer 
under his tongue. Pellington seems to be 
conducting a little competition to see 
which of the two actors will freak out first 
My money was on Bridges, who press- 
es the hysteria pedal early on and never 
takes his foot off thereafter. Michael is still 


haunted by the death of his wife, an FBI 
agem who was kiDedin a stakeout She died 
for her country, a friend tells him. “She 
shouldn't have,” he replies, bitterly angry 
about the government’s shirking of re- 
sponsibility in the affair He beeps his 
wounds open by lecturing his classes on 
conspiracy theory and the complacent 
scapegoating of one man in a recent ter- 
rorist outrage (The Oklahoma City bomb- 
ing and militia groups are the co-ordinates 
by which the movie steers its (dot) His re- 
fusal to come to terms with bis wife’s mur- 
der has upset relationships both with his 


girlfriend Brooke (Hope Davis) and his 10- 
yeaxndd son, who wants to go off to scout 
camp with Lang’s kid. 

Brooke thinks Michael has gone off the 
deep end when she hears he’s been tam- 
pering with Lang’s mafl. “Are you teach- 
ing the Bill of Rights this semester, oris 
that not in your programme?” Tfou can see 
her point He's modi too shrill with his 
para^ia;tfhejiistcahi^ilownalittleshe 
might lend a more sympathetic ear. But 
once Michael gets the scent that some- 
thing's amiss, he’s as obsessive as James 
Stewart in Rear Window, convincing him- 


setf Of nobody else) that something dan- 
gerous lurks behind the facade across the 
street Feffingtan works up this atmosphere 
of creeping dread quite nicely in the first 
45 minutes, even if he hasn’t persuaded 
Bridges to pace his performance. There's 
a Hitchcockian stealth in the patient ac- 
cumulation of detail - neat domestic inte- 
riors, an awkward dinner parly, kids 
playing war games - which serves to as- 
sure and unsettle both at once. The film 
examines the idea of the neighbourhood 
watch, but it’s not burglars you Ire meant 
to watch for - it’s your neighbours. 


It’s in trying to close the plot's noose that 
Arlington Road rather loses its way The 
psychological intricacy of its early stages 
gradually gives way to the more straight- 
forward demands of a conspiracy thriller; 
and the dues to its meaning become 
steadily more pronounced, less plausible. 
Is that a wave or a fascist salute Oliver 
throws to Michael? Would Michael really 
take his students to the FBI murder scene 
where his wife died and practically accuse 
the authorities of a cover-up? The climax, 
with the gallant prof slaloming through city 
traffic in pursuit of a terrorist bomber; is 


galuraphingly sound tracked and unhappily 
recalls the dire thriller Blown Away, in 
which Bridges traded Irish accents with ex- 
plosives-genius Tbmmy Lee Jones. Vet this 
film is made of sterner stuff, and delivers 
an ending of uncompromising bleakness: 
one imagines it tested very badly with pre- 
view audiences, which should earn Pdfing- 
ton and his writer Ehren Kruger, respect 
for refusing to go the Hollywood way. 

Indeed, the beginning and end of the 
movie are so unusual it almost encourages 
you to overtook the shortcomings of the 
middle. Two out of three ain't bad. 






Robert Hanks on TV 




The appeal of "Sunset Beach’ is 
straightforward: it’s the last 
bastion of Victorian melodrama 
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Also Showing 


inaxmg Ned kirk jones (PG) ■ seul contre tous Gasrar Noe (18) ■ Aprsle nanni moretti (nq 
■ ANK3HT ATTME RGKBURVjOHN FORTENBERRY (15) ■ SOUTWWJV LIAM MCGRATH (15) 


WAKING NED is a tender- 
hearted Irish comedy about the 
mixed blessings of a huge 
Lottery win. Jackie O’Shea dan 
Bannen) learns from a notice in 
the Irish Times that there’s a 
jackpot winner in his awn little 
town of 1 TUfly More (pop 52), and 
after holding a chicken supper 
for his fellow villagers he and his 
wife Annie (Fionnula Flana- 
gan) narrow down the suspects 
to one: Ned Devine. Ned indeed 
turns out to hold the winning 
ticket He also turns out to be 
dead 'terrified that the windfaD 
will go the same way as Ned's 
corpse, Jackie enlists the help 
of his old pal Michael (David 
Kelly) in an elaborate scheme 
to gull the Lottery people and 
pocket the loot for themselves. 

Ddbut writer-director Kirk 
Jones handles the often fordcal 
plotting with admirable zest 
and keeps the tendency 
towards twinkling Oirishness 
firmly in check. While the sight 
of Ian Bannen and David Kelly 
whizzing around bollock-naked 
on a motorbike isn’t altogether 
agreeable, the easy familiarity 


of these two old stagers is 
nonetheless key to the film ’s 
charm. A subplot involvinga pig 
former and a single mum is 
sketchy, and the black comedy 
ending is straight out of Fhther 
Ted, but Vfbfcsng Ned, even at its 
flimsiest, is hard to dislike. 

Nanni Morettfs AprUe isn’t 
the worst film of fheyeai; but it’s 
certainly the most inconse- 
quential. A follow-up to his ac- 
claimed Dear Diary, it’s a 
rambling tour through the 
Roman film-maker’s latest pre- 
occupations. On the profes- 
sional front, he dithers over 
making a musical about a pas- 
try chef; flfistHTihHng cast and 
crew only to abandon the pro- 
ject on the first day of shooting. 
Personally he’s as nervous as 
a kitten over his wife's preg- 
nancy, and is fiirther distracted 
by television reports on the 
forthcoming Italian elections. 

Moretti is an excitable, hand- 
wringing type, which mightex- 
plftmwfy lrafflm isgorig s nfawy 
and uneven: whether buzzing 
around Rome (m his Vespa or 
ranting on a soapbox, at Speak- 



‘Waking Ned’ 

ear's Comer in Hyde Park, he 
seems unable to concentrate on 
any thing for more than five 
minutes. This might not matter 
so much if he had anything 
that resembled a point but he 

seems almost proud of his own 
whimsical irrelevance. How his 
wife puts up with him I couldn’t 
say. AprUe is no more than a 
home movie that should have 
stayed exacts there - at home. 

Any hopes raised fcy the sight 
of Amy (Clueless) Heckeriing's 
name in the opening production 
credits were dashed within five 
minutes of A Night at the Ftox- 
bury. Expanded from a Satur- 


day Night Live sketch, which 
will mean practically nothing 
over here, this comedy about a 
pair of lame-brain disco play- 
boys is clueless in all the wrong 
ways . Steve and Doug Butabi 
(Wffl Iferrell and Chris Rattan) 
work in their dad’s fake-flower 
shop by day; by night they 
cruise around LA being re- 
fused entry into all the desirable 
nightspots. So they dream of 
opening their own dance place 
and - hey presto - find an un- 
likely patron in the form of a 
nightclub impresario (Chazz 
Palminteri, his name signifi- 
cantly uncredited), the only 
person in town who cant see 
through their fake tarn and 
vulgar jewellery to the dorks 
they really are. Perhaps the 
brothers’ head-bobbing disco 
moves are funny within a two- 
minute sketch, but the script 
(which took three people to 
write) is short on wit and long 
on daft slapstick routines. After 
a while you may find the film's 
imbecile energy a source of 
fascination in itself: how long 
can they keep this up? The an- 


video Watch 


Lock, Stock And Two 
Smoking Barrels (18), 
available to rent 

FOUR LADS-about-town, 
£500,000 in hock to the local 
mobster Harry the Hatchet, 
are about to find out how he 
earned his nickname, 
unless they can stump up 
within a week. 

Against all the odds, Guy 


Ritchie's cocksure tribute 
to the classic British crime 
caper movie - the most 
financially successful 
British fihn of last year - 
succeeds. The dialogue is a 
thinly disguised love-letter 
to East End geezer patois, 
the acting is even more 
embarrassing and the 
various sub-plots, including 
a bunch of ex-public 


schoolboy hash dealers, 
barely hang together. 

Ritchie more than makes 
amends elsewhere. It is 
shot on sepia stock and 
stitched together with all 
manner of bravura touches 
" slo-rao, collage, time- 
lapse -but the final effect is 
gaudier than a gangster's 
diamond tie-pin and just as 
alluring. 


Sting notwithstanding, 
the minor character casting 
is spot-on. with Vinnie 
Jones more than holding 
his own. And even if it 
occasionally feels like a pop 
promo, at least the music 
sound-track can’t be 
faulted. But it's the all- 
round swagger of the film 
that convinces. Top banana. 

Mike Higgins 
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swer is 82 minutes, though judg- 
ing by the funereal silence at 
the press screening it probably 
seemed a good deal longer. 

“Vbu live alone, you’re born 
alone, you die alone” - thus re- 
flects the protagonist cf Gaspar 
Noe’s Seul Contre Thus, a 
flashy brutal nihilistic study of 
a mind in freefall. Set in the 
cheerless reaches of provincial 
France, it burrows deep into 
the consciousness of an un- 
employed butcher fPhilippe 
Nahon ) whose parents died in 
a concentration camp. Having 
done time for knifing a man he 
believed had abused his daugh- 
ter; he goes on the run after vi- 
dousty assaulting his pregnant 
mistress. Noe makes us privy 
to the butcher’s interior mono- 
logue, a relentless stream of 
bilious rage and despair that 
seems to admit no relief 

The film has already gar- 
nered prizes from festivals 
around the world, including 
the Critics’ Prize at Cannes, 
and will doubtless enthral film- 
goers who like their misan- 
thropy served raw and bloody. 


Tb be honest, I found the whole 
thing a trial to sit through; the 
pitiable anguish of Nahon’s 
performance aside, the gim- 
micky captions, intermittent 
gunblasts and modish editing 
all speak of a director almost 
adolescent]}- eager to epater. 

Liam McGrath’s documen- 
tary Southpaw recounts two 
years in the life of Francis Bar- 
rett a 19-year-old light welter- 
weight boxer from Galway who 
became a folk-hero when he 
qualified for the 1996 Olympic 
Games in Atlanta. An unusual 
folk-hero at that: Barrett was 
the first traveller ever to rep- 
resent Ireland, a background as 
beleaguered and poor as any 
pugilist’s: The film values grit 
and edge over style, and the 
boxing has more the look of a : 
brawl than any contest of agili- 
ty. But Barrett carries himsplf 
with a dignity and a curious in* ' ' 
nocence one doesn't readily 
associate with his profession. 
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The gr eat films of the late Polish director Krzysztof Kieslowski are celebrated this weekend in London. The maW of a documentary 
about him shares memories with David Winner, while Nick Kimberley talks to Zbigniev Preisner who wrote many of his film scores 



A short 



film about 



I 


■ f he hadn’t been a visionary 
film director; Krzysztof Kies- 
lowski would have ma de a 
terrific odd-job man. Ac- 
cording to one of his oldest 

■ friends, the creator of haunt- 
ing, enigmatic masterpieces such as 
The Double Life qfV&roraque and 
Three Colours: Red derived 


became the keeper of Kieslowski's 
last film t estament when he m<nfa 
Pm So-So for Danish television. 

In the film, Kieslowski taTics 
elKpticalty and with characteristic 
intelligence about his career and 
beliefs. The film’s title is taken, 
from the director’s laconic obser- 


*- tv- 


shelves and mending toasters. 

“ffyou had a problem -with life, 
with marriage, with something in the 
house - he would come at once,” 
recalls Krzysztof Wierzbicki. “He 
loved to malm thing s or repair ma- 
chines and he was ambitious about 
it If you said to him; I Krzysztot, help 
me because it’s veiy difficult and Tm 
not vexy good at this kind of thing 5 , 
he would try so hard to mate it work 
to show you it wasn’t so difficult” 

Wierzhfaki worked as Kieslowskfs 
assistant on his w»Hy documentary 
films and later directed Pm So-So, 
the definitive documentary about 
him, which is to be screened tor the 
first time in Britain this weekend as 
part of a short festival dedicated to 
the late Polish director, 

Patently Wierzbicki still misses 
his friend, and has a wealth of 
stories attesting to his humanity 
humour and hs surprising skids. He 
remembers the film-maTay, who 
died three years ago this week, as 
a devoted family man, a passionate 
smokier and a skiHnl stmt iliigpr who 

delighted in sudden, perfect 180- 
degree toms. He even testifies to 
Bodoi^^prlkditfie^iten^port^ 
with animals. “The. wildest beasts 
became "calba ahtf happy when 
Krzys^ f made feiaids with them,” 
herecaIls.“Th£aewasawannthin 
him animals could feel He could put 
his hand in the mouth of the most 
dangerous dog and nothing would 
happen." 

In 1995, Wierzbicki inadvertently 



1 Krzysztof was 
tired of making films. 

He wanted to 
be closer to real life ’ 


vation: “When Americans ask me 
‘How are you?’ I say Tm so-so/ 
They nnmediatdy think something 
tragic has happened- %u can’t say 
‘so-so’. You have to say r WeIF or 
“Very well’. The most, optimistic 
thing I can say is Tm still alive’ ” 
“I wanted to show what 
Krzysztof was like as a person, 0 
says WierzbickL ‘Tn Ftola^ ih^ 
media ima ggnfhiTVi fltTMffii 

that he was a very sad, eveh'un-' 
pleasant man. Journalists used to 
say he was cold because he some- 
times answered stupid questions: 
‘yes’, *iKf and *ifyou think so 5 . In my 
film, we showed the atmosphere 
that he made. For the first time, an 


audience could see him smile." 

As a director; Kieslowski came to 
loathe the exhausting business of 

filming. TTfr r wjym tori editing ^ fly* 

kqy creative process and worked 
with extraordinary dedication in 
the cutting-room. Fbr The Double 
Life qfV&ronique, for example, he 
edited more than 20 separate . 
versions before eventually coming 
up with the innovative structure of 

the final frhm _ 

After Red, Eeskiwski announced 
that he was finished with film. - 
making, and retired. Many critics 
now believe that, had he lived, he 
would eventually have returned to 
directing, perhaps of scripts for a 
new trilogy about heaven, hell and 
purgatory on which he worked 
before Ms death. Wierzbicki strongty 
disagrees. “Krzysztof was tired of 
making films. He wanted to be 
doser to his friends and famil y to 
real life, not life that was fiction. He 
would have continued to write 
scripts, teach and give advice to 
young film-makers, but in this de- 
rision he was absolutely serious.” 

Meanwhile, critical opinion about 
Kieslowskfs films - which included 
quirky doc umentar ies in (he late 
Seventies, the epic moral and ethi- 
cal inquiry of theDefcatoff (10 hour- 
long films about the Ten 
Commandments) and his 
metaphysical explorations erf fate, 
love and essential human values in : 
Double L$e and Red, White and Blue 
— remains divided. 

-While some rank him among the . 
jjjtats of Epropeah art gmema, . : 
^complain 6f prfetehacBi’anfl^ - 
bf intellectual rigout 

“In Poland, everyone admires 
him now that he’s dead, but Kies- 
lowski had enemies when he was 
alive," says Wierzbicki bitterty.“Yju 
often heard critics say that his films 
were ‘fufl of tricks’ or less intellee- 



Irene Jacob in “Ihe Double life of Veroniqne’: he edited more than 20 separate versions of the film 


tual than they pretend to be’ and 
complaining that his philosophy 
was very simple. But these people 
didnt understand Kieslowskfs films. 
Realty, the films were not sophisti- 
cated -but that was their strength. 
They are simple films dealing with 
basic truths. Searching for truth 
fife truth about Hfe, about basic val- 
ues - was Kieslowski's obsession." 

What he most wanted to avoid 
was being didactic, says Wierzbicki. 
“He never wanted to give solutions 
to people. Absolutely not In my film 
he says: *My profession is not to 
know but to ask questions', one 


question after another He believed 
that every question asked takes us 
nearer to truth.” 

Pin So-So, which was shot on a 
friend’s farm in the lakelands of 
north-eastern Poland, was made in 
the few months between Kieslow- 
ski’s announcement of his retire- 
ment and his death at the age of 54 
after afriled heart bypass operation. 

“It was a horrible shock when he 
died," remembers WierzbickL 
Exhausted after making the Three 
Colours trilogy, Kieslowski had 
suffered a heart attack in August 
1905. \fethy earty 1996, freed from the 


stress of film-making, he seemed to 
have recovered. 

“When he went for the operation, 
he treated it tike a visit to the 
dentist He was full of hfe and en- 
ergy. He said: Til be out in three 
days.’ He had even ordered a new 
car. He said to his wife: ‘Call the 
garage and teH them to prepare this 
cac because I’ve waited too long far 
it When Tm back from the hospi- 
tal m give than an argument like 
they never had before.’ 

“Nowhe is gone. It is the greatest 
tragedy and sadness far us. After 
Krzysztof died, someone said to 


me: Tt is good that you made this 
film of him.’ I told him: T would prefer 
to have Kieslowski living.' 

“Film is nothing, but lie is some- 
thing important Kieslowski also 
told us this. He said films pass. life 
is what matters.” 


KrzysztqfWierzbicki ioiS.be talking 
about Tm So-So ' after screenings 
Of the film at die Polish Cultural 
Institute tonight and, as part of a 
short Kieslowski season, at the 
CteTxmSdhOyLondon. on Saturday. 
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WHETHER IN the flea-pit or the 
art-house, it’s difficult to imagine 
cinema without music. Indeed, for 
same film-makers, music enters 
the cinematic process at the very 
beginning, as in the collaboration 
between the director Theo 
Angelopoulos and the composer 
E3eni Karaindrou. Hie latest film 
cm which they collaborated, 
Etermfy and a Day, opens in 
Britain in May. 

Karaindrou remembers their 
first film together “That was 
Voyage to Cythera m 1984 . 
Angelopoulos told me the story. I 
saw no image, not even a script, 
just what he told me in that four- 
hour session. I grasped what he 
was looking for and the next day I 
worked out my themes at the 
piano. Two' days later I went back. 
He fiked what he heard and asked 
me to record it with an orchestra, 
then he’d see where he could 
place the music in the film. So I 
completed my music before any of 
the shooting started. It’s not the 

usual way of working, although 

Fve heard that Bellini and Nino 
Bota often worked that way.” 


The Polish composer Zbigniew 
Preisner is best known for his 
scores for Kieslowski’s films 
(including the Three Colours 
trilogy and The Double Life of 
Vdronique). His experience of the 
score-writing process embraces 
most options: “Tve written scores 
for almost 100 films. With 
Kieslowski, I would be involved 
from the beginning to the end of 
the process but, especially with 
American movies, you're often 
called in at the last stage, and you 
sixnpty 1 get on with the job. 

“A lot of the time, 1 feel that 
directors don’t understand how 
music works in film. It’s not 
important for them; it’s like a 
carpet going all the way through. 
In film, though, silence is 
important and the music has to 
prepare a space for that silence, 
which is often the best music. I 
enjoy seeing bow the film changes 
with the music, discovering wbat 
sort of meaning my music can 
give the film image. If the director 
trusts the composer; everything 
works better That's how it was, I 
think, writing for Kieslowski.” 



music for Three Colours Blue* Ronald Grant Archive 


Karaindrou readity admits that 
working with Angelopoulos has 
been a formative experience. 
“’When you work with a director 
ifirp hhn, composing becomes a 
sort of psychoanalytic exercise. 
You have to dig within yourself to 


find the atmosphere to match that 
vision. I make my music, not from 
screen images, but from interior 
ones, created by ideas or feelings. 
I don't like music that simply 
describes situations or underlines 
them. There has to be a 


chemistry that uncovers what’s 
behind the images. Otherwise it 
becomes a lads’ fairy story” 
Preisner talks of creating a 
“climate” with his music for 
Kieslowski’s films, yet he ruefolty 
admits: “When yon compose for a 


film, you depend on input from 
the director; the studio staff, the 
producers, and of course 
sometimes you write music for a 
film that doesn’t touch you 
because, in effect, somebody has 
placed an order and you have to 
meet their deadline. I can’t work 
without deadlines, but when you 
write for the concert hall, you are 
freei; more independent" 

So it is that Preisner has 
written his first concert piece. 
Requiem jbr my Friend, which 
receives its UK premiere 
tomorrow. *Td become interested 
in mounting a concert something 
like an opera or a mystery play. 
Kieslowski wanted to provide the 
mise-en-sc&ne^ and we talked 
about calling it The Mystery of 
Life. We were planning to put it 
on in the Acropolis in Athens. But 
Kieslowski died in 1998, and I 
composed some music for his 
funeral, with just organ and voice. 
Later I thought I should do a 
concert as a way of saying 
something about our life and work 
together I recomposed part of the 
music that I**d written for his 


funeral. The result became 
Requiem for my Friend 
Hardly a 20th-century 
composer has not been tempted 
by what cinema offers. As 
Karaindrou says, “Good film 
music is music that digs beneath 
the surface of situations", a 
description that holds good for 
the concert ball, the opera house 
and the ballet Film is simply 
another idiom for composers to 
grapple with, and if the music that 
Preisner and Karaindrou write 
for the concert hall has been 
inflected by their film 
experiences, that proves that the 
relationship between cinema and 
concert hall is not a parasitic one, 
but symbiotic. 

NK 

Preisner’s ‘Requiem for my 
Friend' can be heard tomorrow 
at toe Royal Fbstioal Halt 
London (0171-960 42421; the 
recording is available on Erato. 
Ktilaindrou's scores Jbr 
Angdopoulos'sjUms are 
available on CD: ‘ Ulysses' 

Gaze' and “Eternity and a Day’ 

( bothonECM ) 
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“Extraordinary... 

Stunning work from 

one of cinemas 
true visionaries.' ” 
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Women, their lives and dilemmas, have been the 


constant subject of Eric Rohmer’s films over forty 


years. Geoffrey MacNab meets the three actresses 


who appear in his latest, An Autumn’s Tale 


¥ 
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A nybody who tries 
to approach Eric 
Rohmer's new fea- 
hire, An Autumn's 
TcUe, expecting 
mist, gloom and 
mellow fruitful- 
ness is likely to be disappointed. The 
two main characters may be women 
in their forties rather than the chic 
twentysomethings who have ap- 
peared in most of Rohmer’s recent 
movies. They may be melancholic 
about the state of Eheirlove lives. (As 
one sighs wistfully to the other; “all 
the best men are taken”.) The com- 
edy may be tinged with sadness. But 
the truth is. the late-summer sun 
blazes down throughout Regard- 
less of the romantic complications, 
the tone of the film (the last of 
Rohmer’s “Tales of the Four Sea- 
sons") remains remarkably cheerful 
Rut for once, Rohmer was thwarted 
fay the weather “He wanted more 
autumnal colours" reveals the ac- 
tress Alexia Portal, “ but the colours 
stayed green and the light was very, 
very soft" 

Rohmer, paw well into his sev- 
enties, is the most elusive of direc- 
tors. It used to be claimed that not 
even his wife knew he was a film- 
maker. “Rohmer” itself is an alias. 
(His real name is Jean-Marie Mau- 
rice Scherer) When An Autumn’s 
Tale was unveiled in Venice bat 
September, the director wasn't there 
to accompany the screening. In- 
stead, he sent his three leading 
ladies as emissaries. 

Interviewed one balmy autumn 
afternoon on the terrace of the 
Excelsior (the most luxurious hotel 
on the Venice lido), they talked 
about him with reverence and af- 
fectionate curiosity, as if they were 
describing a distinguished but ec- 
centric elderly relative. 

One of them, Beatrice Romand, 
first met Rohmer 30 years ago, 
when she auditioned as a 1 7-year-old 
for Claire’s Knee U970). She recalls 
being shown into a dark room with 
opium pipes hanging on dark red 
walla “I saw this man, very thin, very 
beautiful with his blue eyes pierc- 
ing me." She was deeply suspicious. 



Alexia Portal and Beatrice 
Romand in ‘An Autumn’s Tide’ 


“I was thinking maybe he was a di- 
rector of porno films- AD I wanted 
was to get out of that room." 

On the face of it, Rohmer and 
Ro mand had nothing in common. 
Whereas the film-maker was a 
professor, a reserved, academic fig- 
ure already in his forties, Romand 
was young, knew nothing of movies 
(“I didn’t have money to go to the 
cinema") and hadn't even' been to 
university. 

“He was an intellectual and I was 
somebody from the heart" is how 
she characterises the difference 
between them. Nevertheless, she 
won the part in Claire's Knee and 
has worked with Rohmer many 
times since. Over the years, she be- 
lieves, he has become less academic, 
“less like a professor from the uni- 
versity . . .he’s now more involved in 
life than the abstraction of litera- 
ture”. He dearly regards her as a 
muse. “Maybe it’s simple flattery,” 
she says, “but each time Tm shoot- 
ing a film for him I feel him looking 
at me with jubilation, and it gives me 
incredible pleasure." 

Everything about Magali, Re- 
mand’s character in An Autumrfs 
Tale, suggests ripeness. She's a 
wine-grower whose vineyard (in 
stark contrast to those of her neigh- 
bours) is messy luxuriantand full of 
weeds. She won’t use herbiddes in 
case they ruin the taste of her vin- 
tages. Nor are her relationships 
with her children and would-be 
lovers any tidier than her vineyard. 

Rohmer tracked down a real 
wine-grower in the South of France 


as a model for MagaL Says Romand: 
“He presented me with this woman, 
saying ‘Beatrice, she’s not a sexy 
woman’. She's a little bit fat, a little 
bit clumsy. She doesn’t wear make- 
up. She’s spontaneous and she has 
large gestures. I copied them exactly 
as he wanted.” Most important of afl, 
says Romand with a smile, Rohmer 
didn’t want Magali to be “refined”. 

Like her character in the movie, 
Romand in person is imperious, 
scatty and very funny. She flits be- 
tween English and French, and 
clucks and scolds whenever she is 
asked what she believes to be a stu- 
pid question. She trails a kind of 
benevolent chaos in her wake. 
“ComprenezF she fires out when 
her interviewer scratches his head 
after a long, rambling answer about 
the difference between written 
French and spoken French. She 
also disapproves, she confides, of 
how the once-meticulous Rohmer 
now sometimes lapses into slang. 
There were occasions when she bad 
to set him straight about his use of 
grammar: “He told me, ‘Beatrice, 
say it like that’ I said no! Now, I am 
very proud that I know "ow to talk 
literature. I want to say It correct!" 

Not that she has anything but re- 
spect for the gentle way in which 
Rohmer habitually treats his cast 
“He is cool as young people say.” 

Marie Riviere, who plays Magalfs 
best friend, has also worked with 
Rohmer before, starring in The Avi- 
ator's Wfe (1980) and The Green 
Ray (1985). “I have the impression 
he hasn't changed ...he’s even more 
quiet today ...a quiet man, a very, 
very wise man," she ruminates. 

AnAutumrfs’Me is fiifl of private 
moments between Magali and Is- 
abelle, and between Magali and her 
son’s beautiful young girlfriend, Ro- 
sine (Alexia Portal). The mam topic 
up for discussion is men: their short- 
comings (“they’re all idiots or per- 
verts”), what they are good for; and 
how they should best be snared. 

What does a septuagenarian such 
as Rohmer know about the inner- 
most yearnings of young and 
middle-aged women? 

“He is accurate, but I don’t know 


Our favourite rohmer heroines 


The Collector, 1966 

Stuck in Sc Tropez, bright, 
languid teenager Haydee PolltofF 
plays havoc with two 
sophisticated best friends in this 
most lackadaisical but quietly 
serious example of Rohmer’s 
work. As usual with this director, 
what begins as a study of the 
capricious Female turns into a 
damning critique or the 
complacent male. 


Maud, the mercurial, wearily 
manic tease who turns Jean- 
Louis Trintignam’s tight, Catholic 
world outside in. He’s set his 
heart on demure blonde Marie- 
Christine Barrault but, rest 
assured, Rohmer avoids any trice 
virgin/whore dilemma. Barrault 
coo, we discover, is a bottomless 
pit of faith-shaking wisdom. 


after glowing goddess (Laurence 
de Monaghan), but all three 
characters grow into their skin 
and Claire's indifference to 
Jean-Claude Brialy's oppressive 
gawping is positively sublime. 


conventional beauty - all 
ramshackle hair and chunky 
thighs - but her presence is 
haunting. 


My Night with Maud 1969 

Fran^aise Fabian is divorcee 


Claire's Knee, 1970 

You fear the worst - middle-aged 
writer toys with pbde Lolita 
(Beatrice Romand). whilst lusting 


Love in the Afternoon, 1972 

Hard to understand why Zouzou 
didn't go on to bigger and 
greater things. She’s perfect as 
Chlae, the beguiling lay-about 
who fixes on married man 
Bernard Verley as the answer to 
her confused prayers. She’s no 


Full Moon In Paris, 1984 

Pascale Ogier is almost 
unbearable in this film - so 
vulnerable, pale and paper thin 
that Rohmer's detached 
amusement for once feels 
misplaced. However, her jittery 
search for a decent man - one 
both hunky and deep - still grips. 

CHARLOTTE O’SULLIVAN 




why. He finds something poetical in 
what women say or do. He under- 
stands," confides Riviere. “He talks 
about universal things. That's why 
the films don’t get old with time," 
suggests Alexia PortaL “His vision 
of the Nineties generation is very ac- 
curate, especially in A Summer’s 
Tale and An Autumn’s Tale.” 
Portal scoffs at the idea that 
Rohmer is out of touch by compar- 
ison with the young mavericks of 
French cinema, figures such as 
Mathieu Kassovitz (La Maine). 
Franpois Ozon (Sitcom) and Gaspar 
N(fe (Seal Centre Thus). “He doesn't 
wear fashionable clothing, but 
that’s why many young people 


can recognise themselves through 
these characters." 

As for his directing style, all three 
women describe him as the most un- 
obtrusive of film-makers. “He 
doesn't give direction at all" says 
PortaL “He doesn’t like to talk about 
the psychology of the characters ... 
he doesn't want the actors to think 
too much about what they’re going 
to do and say. He has a small crew 
which always works quickly. 

“It’s very pleasant shooting; it’s 
not heavy and technical" adds Riv- 
iera “We’re not kept waiting for a 
long time, he never does more than 
one or two takes, so we’re not tense 
.. jfs like in life." 


He tends to shoot in three-minute 
takes and there are no restrictions 
in terms of movement -the camera 
will follow the actors. “But every 
comma, every word is important 
There is no improvisation," says 
PortaL “And if he gets bored or 
doesn't like the light he’ll just pack 
up for the day." 

These three actors are trying to 
be helpful. They answer every ques- 
tion thoughtfully and politely, but 
somehow they just can't bring 
Rohmer into focus. At the end of an 
hour's conversation, he remains as 
mysterious as ever. Beatrice Rom- 
and makes him sound a little bit 
like the Scarlet Pimpernel. "He is 


always surprising ... you wait for him 
here and you find him there." 

Portal agrees. “He cultivates an 
air of mystery about himself." 

That doesn't mean that Rohmer 
is a misanthropic magus, pulling 
the strings behind the scenes. An 
Autumn's Talc is a gentle, warm- 
hearted comedy that will be 
accessible to all audiences. It is just 
that the man who made the film is 
hard to fathom. On one level 
Rohmer's actors are perfect 
spokespersons for him. The more 
they try to reveal the more in- 
scrutable they make him seem. 

'An Autumn's Tale' is released on 
25 March 




“The most charming, funny and 
loveable comedy of all time.” 


Rushes 




MIKE HIGGINS 


”"'- r 'Etta, 


Nick Fisher - THE SUN 



IT SEEMS that the tech-beads 
at Nasa thought the space- 
suits featured in the film Deep 
Impact were fcinda cool So 
cool infect, that they’ve got in 
touch with the film’s costume- 
make*; Chris Gilman, to riscuss 
the possibility of designing the 
space-suits of the future. At 
least Gilman appears to have 
his feet on the ground, judging 
fiy his reaction in the Los An - 
petes Times: “You’re the pre- 
mis' space agency in the world 
and you go to a Hollywood 


effects company to design a 
space-suit You got to be out of 
your mind." 


FIVE YEARS after he made it 
Natural Bom Killers contin- 
ues to be a millstone around 
Oliver Stone's neck. Last 
week, the US Supreme Court 
rejected an attempt by Time 
Warner to put to an end a law- 
suit that seeks to hold the 
director liable for alleged 
"copycat” killings. The suit 


cites murders carried out by a 
young couple in Louisiana and 
Mississippi three years ago, 
and claims that Natural Bom 
Killers intended to incite its 
audience to commit these and 
similar crimes. While the 
Time Warner lawyers stated at 
an earlier bearing that they 
found it hard to believe that 
any conclusive proof could be 
presented against Stone, they 
were concerned enough to 
wish to present the case to the 
Supreme Court The Los Ang- 


eles Times quoted a legal au- 
thority: “Hollywood ought to be 
very concerned. There is no 
way of knowing what a jury will 
do if this case goes to trial" 


ACCORDING TO figures 
released last week, $52.7m win 
get your average US film 
made, but you’ll need half as 
much again for the marketing. 
While production costs are 
down, marketing costs have 
risen by 13' per cent 
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Accused: Oliver Stone 


HOW FAR WOULD YOU GO TO WIN A FORTUNE! 



DOUBLE BILL 

STEVEN SODERBERGH, DIRECTOR OF SCHIZOPOUS’, NOW ON RELEASE, ON HIS IDEAL CINEMATIC PAIRING 


TOM JONES 

(TONY RICHARDSON. 
1963) 

BARRY LYNDON 

(STANLEY KUBRICK, 1975) 


THERE HAS to be a nice 
contrast It’s not the most 
original double bill but I 
would go to see them back 
to back, especially with 
Kubrick in all our minds 
right now. They are both 
English historical films, but 
are such radically different 
takes on the same genre, 
and I find them both 
compelling for completely 
different reasons. 

On the surface, Tom 
Jones is the more engaging 
of the two. It’s got that 
wonderful British new wave 
energy whereas Barry 
Lyndon is compulsively 
controlled, methodical and 
deliberate in its paring. And 
yet, whenever I catch Barry 
Lyndon on cable, no matter 
what point the film is at, I 
sit and watch it to the end. 



Barry Lyndon is difficult 
first time around. You think- 
“Gee, Fm not sure I really 
like that Fm not sure why 
Ryan O'Neal is in it I think 
that was slow." But, like a 
lot of Kubrick's films, it 
sticks in your brain. Really 
' it’s an unending parade of 
arresting images. But there 
is a sense that something is 
going on behind those 
unages. Its pleasures 
increase each time. 


Tom Jones is pleasurable 
every time you see it, but 
always in the same way. You 
have this historical film with 
crazy helicopter shots, 
speeded-up action, freeze- 
frame and actors looking at 
the camera. 

The differing intent of the 
two films is most obvious in 
the lead characters. They 
are both rascals, but it's 
hard to imagine two more 
different treatments of what 


you would call a rascal. It 
depends upon your 
sympathies. In TOm Jones 
you sympathise with the 
rascal Every guy ever born 
wants to be Tom Jones 
(Albert Finney), but I don’t 
think anyone wants to be 
Ryan O’Neal in Barry 
Lyndon - which is how it 
should be. Lyndon ends up 
empty - he always has been 
and always wOl be. His 
pleasures are entirety 


superficial and when these 
superficial feelings are 
taken away there is nothing 
left So it illustrates the 
downside of leading a 
charmed life. 

Both films explore a 
certain type of decadent 
sexuality. There is the wry 
famous eating scene in Tbtn 
Janes where the two 
characters are seated at a 
table in a brothel devouring 
a meal in the most 
lascivious way possible. 

By contrast, there’sa 
scene in Barrel Lyndon in 
which O'Neal and a host of 
actresses are in various 
states of undress, but it’s all 
very asexual. There is po 
pleasure in it and no 
eroticism; there is no joy 

T have never seen these - 
films directly juxtaposed 
and I don't know whether 
my little mind could handle ' 
it We will probabty never - 
find out. 


Interview by 
Jennifer rodger 
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LAW AND FAST TRACK/13 


ITie inquiry into expanding Heathrow is over; but a decision is years away By John Paul Flintoff 


Terminal turbulence 


softi y fit lobby of the 
T I Renaissance Hotel at 

■ Heathrow Airport, a security 

■ guard writes on a white 

^ board: “This is Day 525”. The 

room behind the board used to con- 
tain the hotel swimming-pool, but 
since IG May 1995 it has housed the 

longest {Hanning inquiry in UK his- 

tozy - that into the plans of the 
British Airports Authority (BAA) to 
build a fifth terminal at Britain’s 
largest airport 

%sterday the inquiry launched by 
the last Conservative government 
drew to an end. It has lasted nearly 
half as long again as the previous 
record-breaker; the inquiry into 
Sizewefl B (which faster? 340 days). 
BAA-like its opponents -has been 
obliged to set up office in hotel 
rooms overlooking a r u n way 

“I enjoyed it for the first few. 
^ years," says BAA’s principal oppo- 
nent, HHlingdon Borough CoundFs 
in-house planning lawyer; Craig 
Pile, apparent]^ without irony. “But 
we stepped staring at the planes a 
long time ago.” 

Over the last four years, more 
than 800 witnesses have given 
evidence to the inspector; Roy 
Vandermeer QC. Together with the 
lawyers, they contributed to a grand 
total of 35 million words on the 
court transcript. And 25,000 people 
have sent in then written opinions. 
The most telling moments, says 
Pile, have been evening sessions for 
the public. 

“The sincerity that comes across 
is really striking. People have gen- 
uinely been woken up at four in the 
morning their lives have been made 
^ very very bad People arouzid here,” 
™ he insists, “are pred ominan tly 
against expanding the airport; ^ whatr 
ever BAA may say.” 

But aviation is growing. Last 
year; 15 tnfiion people around the 
world flew on scheduled fl igh ts, 50 
per cent more than hi 1987 - and 
numbers are expected to rise fay 5 
per cent a year for the next 20 
years. Heathrow accounted for 60 
million passengers through its ex-, 
i sting four terminals, compared 
with 51 million in 1994. With a fifth 
terminal, say the opponents, the 


•” ran 



An artist’s impression of the proposed fifth terminal at Heathrow; it would constitute Europe's third biggest airport 


number is likely to top 100 rrriTlton 
For the site of the proposed new 
terminal, baa has a former 

sewage form. But Friends of the 
Earth argues that this is an import- 
ant habitat for wintering birds, 
a. vital buffer zone for nearby com- 
munities. FoE also claims that peri- 
pheral changes, such as the 
expansion of road netw orks , will 
have a substantial adverse impact 
Heathrow Airport was built on 
high-quality -farmland rinring the 

Second World War using wartime 
regulations to avoid public examin- 
ations of the plan. Since 1947, the four 
terminals, two runways, earmarking, 
freight and service areas have ex- 
panded to cover nearly 3,000 acres. 
There is enough Ihnnac, according 
to Friends of the Earth, to build 200 
miles of three-lane motorway. The 
nose severely disturbs some half a 
miffin n people; and the [Hanes - 
coming in over T-opdon — disturb 
many more. The fifth te rminal, if it 
goes ahead, would itself constitute 
the third largest airport in Europe. 

Before the 1997 general election, 
John Prescott condemned the plan: 
“There will ultimately be more 


flights over thf> rnoft ran gpgte ^ arr- 

way in Europe,” he said, “at great 
cost to the environment and to con- 
gestion around the airport” 

The inspector who passed the 
plans for the fourth terminal, Ian 
GhdeweD QC, affirmed that it should 
be the last The firmly pro-business 
Tory minister Norman (now Lord) 
Itebbit once told the House of Com- 
mons: “the proposed fifth te rminal 


meet the ex pend of the inquiry - 
effectively offering a puhlic subsidy. 
No such fimffing was offered to the 
objectors, despite requests. 

Initially, 13 local authorities in 
Wfest London and the Thames Val- 
ley formally opposed BAA- But all of 
them, except for HHlingdon, — the 
statutory planning authority for 
Heathrow - pulled out a year ago, 
because of a lack of fluids. Other 


1 People have genuinely been woken up at 4am; 
their lives have been made very, very bad ’ 


should not go ahead.” And before it 
was privatised in 1986, even BAA 
opposed a fifth terminal. But times 
have changed. Now BAA wants the 
extra capacity and has invested 
vast resources in this inquiry. The 
objectors can only afford a small 
fraction of the same expenditure. 
According to Private Eye, the gov- 
ernment regulator the Civil Aviation 
Authority allowed BAA to raise its 
landing charges by £6Qm in order to 


objectors, such as friends of the 
Karfh , nfled rwrt for staflar i CBSOOS, 
with some returning last month to 
make final submissions. 

So for the last year; just two 
lawyers have represented the sub- 
stantial opposition to BAA. One is 
Mr Hie, the other a junior barris- 
ter- David Smith. By comparison, 
BAA has had two silks, Lord SQsoe 
QC and Guy Roots QC, and two 
junior barristers, phis a team from 


the City solicitors Cameron 
McKenna, housed in a suite of 25 
hotel rooms. HHlingdon has just two 
rooms. With an annual budget of 
around £450,000, Mr Pile and Mr 
Smith have been sorely constrained. 
They have had to request several 
adjournments. * 

“There is so much to do,” says Mr 
Pile. “Wfe will be preparing evidence 
on one topic, such ss noise pollution, 
and at the sama. tima, David is On 
the tribunal) rm pring anfiihpr fnpfo 
altogether And then there is all the 
correspondence.” 

to such circumstances, it is bard 
to see that Hillingdon can win. But 
even if that happens, many ob- 
servers suspect that the Govern- 
ment may allow the fifth terminal to 
go ahead. 

But BAA will have to wait at 
least until 2002 before starting any 

h trilrfing wnHr, ajiiph is tuppriwl tn 

cost around £L8bn and last nine 
• years. It may take longer because 
the inspector is expected to take two 
years to write his report And by that 
time, the Government, farin g a 
general election, may choose to 
postpone its decision. 


CV 



CHRIS MOTTERSHEAD, 
MANAGING DIRECTOR OF AIRTOURS 


Chris Motterskead, 40, is 
managing director of 
Airtours. Airtours holidays 
takes more than 3 million 

customers on hoUday every 

year and has a turnover in 
excess qfabn.lt is port of 
Airtours pic which carries 
more than 8.6 million people 
and is the world's largest 
holiday company. 

/ I DEFINITELY wasn't an 
intellectual at school 1 got 
sufficient O-levels and A-levels 
to secure a place 
at university* but playing 
sports and making friends was 
more of a priority for me at 
that time. 

Even by the time 1 was at 
Warwick University, I didn't 
have dear ambitions. I studied 
history because it fascinated 
me rather than because of any 
burning desire to become a 
historian. It was only when I 
wound up on a graduate 
placement scheme at what 
was then Whies Gas that I 
realised 1 needed more 
directly useful qualifications. 
Conduding that business was 
for me, I used the company for 
its training in accountancy. 
Accountancy was something 
that I felt I could foil back on, 
and I was sure it would open 
some doors. 

Even before I'd received my 
results, I handed in my notice. 
I moved into smaller 
businesses, starting with a 
printing firm where I worked 
in the business forms division. 
Because that wasn’t so big, it 
was possible to learn so much 
more about how the company 
was run. You lads the security 
of a large corporation, but 
everything you do and say in a 
Small company has a major 
impact TfouTre closer to its 
heart and so you have a far 
greater understanding about 
what makes it tick. Within six 
months, I was promoted to 
naming the whole accounting 
department 

It was then that I had my 
first experience of being 
treated differently because of 


status. There was this strong 
attitude within the firm of 
“management versus the 
workers", and so as soon as I 
became “one of them”, people 
stopped talking to me. I learnt 
that anyone working in 
management needs to work 
hard at breaking down any 
barriers that are created 
because of titles. 

By the late Eighties, rd 
worked in a couple of other 
companies in senior positions 
and finally became finance 
director at Aspro Travel Ltd. 
Shortly after I joined, the Gulf 
war began. Aspro specialised 
in travel in that area and we 
really had to struggle to 
survive. I learnt for the first 
time that however good you 
are in the business world, 
there are external forces that 
can surprise and threaten you 
at any time. But the challenge 
did me an enormous amount 
of good. After all, if you can 
manage a business under 
those kind of circumstances, 
the good times are easy. 
Indeed, five years after Aspro 
was bought by Airtours I 
became managing director. 

With hindsight, 1 wouldn't 
put my success wholly down to 
my qualifications or financial 
understanding, but also to 
common sense. Sometimes 
you just need to rely on gut 
feelings. It's about having 
business acumen and knowing 
which levers to pull at what 
time without having to think 
about it too much. In all 
honesty I think business 
can work simply. People just 
overcomplicate it 7 
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TEL: 0171 293 2222 


FAST TRACK: GRADUATE, GENERAL, PUBLIC 


BAX: 0171 293 2505 


COST ENGINEERS AND COST FORECASTERS 

£20k to £28k (depenifeg m QBafificafions and experience) 
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Graduates of ‘93, ‘94, ‘95 

o you have this 

much energy? 


fatfirci!ak,irrespedtaof 


PROJECT MANAGER 

A leading technology consultancy requires a prqject manager to deBver integrated 
treasury systems solutions to a wide range of banking c Bents. Dubes mdiide; 

* Treasury requirements and policy definition, including appropriate use of Treasury 

instruments 

* Packaged software selection 

* Treasury processes, procedures and systems design and implementation 

* Education and t raining of newly hired Treasury personnel 

The successful candidate mil be able to demonstrate : 

* Deep experience of Tteasury front, middle and beck office operations within a bank 

* Understanding of Treasury products (i.e. money mark et instruments, derivatives etc) 
" Experience of design and implementation of a Heasury system 

* Experience of implementing OPICS or Summit Treasury packages 

* Experience of setting up a Tkeasury function for a start-up banking operation and 
educatiogtaaining new staff 

* ExceOent academic qualifications (minimum 2:1 degree) 

^ sPPly, please forward your CV quoting fell salary details and reference 

°ur response handler at Lambert Associates, 15 Netheriord Road, London SW4 6AF. 






Key Leadership Roles for the right individuals 



District 
Management 
- Nationwide 

£30,000pa + Car 
increasing to 
£43,000pa 
+ Car + Benefits. 

AH s an equal opporaxASas emptier 1 


We're one of the UK's fastest growing food 
retaBars with 220 Stores already 
operational and new stores opening every 
few weeks. 

The Aicfl concept of high quality 
merchandise at the lowest possible cost 
has achieved exceptional success through 
50004- stores worldwide. 

Our District Maragos are the indwiduals who dnwe 
our business forward. It meens provttng Cteer 
drecson and leadership to a retaa management 
team. YbuH need to Insffl confidence, demand 
dxcafenceand provide continuous motivation to 
achieve objectives. 

Our management development programme oftere 

a test track career opportunity 

towards future senior m anagement rotes ri Store 

Operations, Corporate Buying, Lngjstica. 

Administration & Finance or Property 

Devetopmdit. 


A gaduate with two or three yeas experience m 
management, you must possess dive and 
determination, an abmdance ol energy and above 
ad, the wa to succeed. 

H you're up to tha chadenge of bukSng a business 
with the support of a major international group, 

then send your ctnent CV and recant photograph 

with a covering latter Mgh lg htlng you' 
leadership potential to: 


District Management 
Recruitment (IND), 
Aid! GmbH &Co Kg, 
Holly Lane, 
Atherstone, 
Wanmckshira, 

CV9 2SQ 


ALDI 





After 1 2 months you will be responsible for your own portfolio of stores. 
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APPOINTMENTS DIARY 



Monday 

IT, Science, Engineering 

Tuesday 

Media, Marketing, Sales 


Wednesday 

Finance, Legal, Secretarial 

Thursday 

Education, Graduate 


Sunday 

Public, General 



Life. . Yi 











14/FAST TRACK 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


RECRUITMENT DIRECTORY 


THURSDAY REVIEW to * 

***. 

FAX: Q171 M3 2305 


MORE OPPORTUNITIES 
THAN ANY OTHER 
GRADUATE RECRUITER 

Accountancy - Business Analysis 
Insurance - Computing - HR 
Sales & Marketing - Administration 

For over 1 ,000 vacancies visit our web site or call 
to request an application form. 


I^EED 

graduates 


WEBSITE: 

www. reed, co.uk/graduates 
FREEPHONE: 0500 35 36 37 




Brook Street has been the leading force la the 
employment industry for over 50 years. Wf are currently 
seeking to employ graduates id Join our network of high 
street Branches as Recruitment Consultants. 

If you can think on your feet, arc bright, energetic and 
enthusiastic with excellent communication and 
interpersonal skills, 2 career in recruitment may be just 
what you're looking for. 

'QFc offer comprehensive training with on-going 
development, and unlimited earnings potential. 

Consider a career In recruitment. It will give you a new 
concept of sales. 

For farther information and an application pack, 
please contact Ava Pinnock- Hartley or Sylvia Partridge 
on 01727 848292 


]Vli : 


I Matchmaker PcisomMTLrd] Specialists in Engineering and I.T. Graduate recruitment 

1590 Parkway 
Solent Business Park 
Fareham P015 7AG 
Tel: +44 (0) 1489 576555 
Fax: +44 (0) 1489 579279 


Email: contact@matchmaker.co.uk 


x CAREER \ 
G IN THE CITY N 

We are one of the UK's fastest expanding 
financial services organisations. We are 
looking for determined, successful and 
ambitious people, aged 25-35, who can 
recognise and take advantage of a highly 
rewarding career, an income that truly 
reflects your abilities, first class training and 
excellent prospects for early promotion. If 
V von wish to be considered, please ring / 

X. NEIL LEMON y 
^ — 0171 576 7450 ^ 


www.matchmaker.co.uk 


* 


Oak Leaf 

Health & Leisure 


Web: www.oak-Ieaf-mediaco.uk 
Email: info@oak-leaf-media.co.uk 


SALES CONSULTANTS 
REQUIRED IN ALL AREAS 
CALL 0151 709 0107 


Don't be a candidate number. 
For a. one to one service call 
now. You'll notice the difference!! 

THE LINGFIELD 
CONSULTANCY 


Vigilant House ♦ 120 Wilton Road 

♦ London SW1V 1 JZ ♦ 

♦ Phone: 0171-808 7136 ♦ 

♦ Fax: 0171-808 7137 9 

♦ Email: lingfield@hotmail.com ♦ 


RECRUITMENT/SALES OPEN DAYS 
Graduates c£45k 

We are looking for ambitious, outgoing, and 
H ungr y graduates with sales experience to join 
the UK's fastest growing industry. 

Why not stop by and see for yourself how you 
* can earn in excess of £45k this year! 

Fluent Dmdi/Gennan desirable 
Join us for drinks on Tburs ISth/Fri 19th 
orTucs 23 rd/Wcd 24th 
anvtime between 12 and 8pm 
MRA Rec Cons 0171 439 1345 
11 Golden Square, London Wl 



Enterprise House.Ocean Village. Southampton 
Tele 01703 234780 Fax 01703 225529 
e-mal c.eiches@preferreclltd.co.uk 
web wwwprefenedltd.co.uk 

£19,500 + Benefits 

GRADUATE WITH BSc (Hons) First/2:i 
in Computer Science 

GicbaJTV Broadcasting -VC +■*■, Unix, 000 in Sough 
Can and ask (or Carole Etches 


- STRIVE MANAGEMENT & EXECUTIVE RECRUITMEN 

/// f. T. FINANCIAL SUPPLY CHAIN 


ESTABLISHED I DISTINCT MARKET FOCUS I YEAR ON YEAR PROFITABILITY 
NATIONAL COVERAGE I MAJOR TWO YEAR EXPANSION STRATEGY 


For those wishing to know more about making first step 
into recruitment or if you are experienced and looking for 
a change to something better please contact us at 



Contact: Javed Ashraf (Consultant) 




^neO^ ® 


For access to over 5000 of the best 
jobs in IT, Telecoms, Finance, 
Marketing and Sales check out 
taps.com. 

To find out more call now on 
0171 493 1997 or email us at 
frontdesk @taps.com 

Visit our website at http://taps.com 

taps.com 


Start tapping into taps 


Your chance to win flights to 

San Francisco 

-■-Si - 


vvwvv.>:!icon.com 





Recruitment 


We need to talk to you if you want to be an 

• Independent Financial Adviser 

• Sales Manager DSF or IFA 

• Bancassurance Financial Adviser 

• Pensions Review Specialist 

• Paraplanner 

• Personal Assistant 

Telephone 0127 584 5748 


Together We Can Make A Difference ’ 


Aston Carter Ltd. 4 


IT Recruitment specialists for 
London’s Financial Markets 


T: 0171 739 5500 
F: 0171 739 0020 

e-mail: info@astoncarter.co.uk 
web: www.astoncarter.co.uk 



Resource Services 

IT RECRUITMENT (UK) 


Specialising in Permanent and 
Contract Vacancies Nationwide! 

Positions always available for Service Management, CISCO /BAY 
Technicians, DEC Engineers , NT/NOVELL Consultants, Technical 
Support staff, PC and Peripheral repair engineers and many more! 

TEL: 01923 202019 FAX: 01923 43743 

EMAIL:recruit@resourceservices«co.uk 


For the Pick of the Top WC 

— High-Tech 
! Software & Hardware R&D 
| Opportunities 
lwww.ecmselxo.uk 

I or caO 01638 742244 quoting ret 10SEL 

j ecm selection 

I Tbe Mailings, Brirv^Cflmbrid^. CBS OHB. 

i ii — ^ 


irrmworni 

www.jobworld.co.uk 

Thousands of fT, business 
and finance vacancies 

email: join@jobworid.co.uk 

T^vnu new media 


Opportunities in 

Accountancy Banking Law IT 


U«kM Lawd* 

0171 583 0073 0113231 45«S 01159586777 

Bimktfhan Mnehastn Slog^ 

OmMlttll 0161 833 3625 01753 554 155 

Croydon IBtton Kayoe* W«t#6rt 

0181 686 6337 01908632222 01923220909 

www.badaoochanddartr.cooi 


BADENOCH CLARK 


PREMIER LEAGUE FINANCIAL ADVIS ERS 

QUALITY NOT QUANTITY 

So you're tbe best in yttur field bvte...er*r 
considered going offshore? 

Tbe Hurry Low Group need no mtnxJuctton, /be 
name former tO year* has been synonymous uritb 
quality. Tbeir offshore operation, Towry Ldte 
International, are notrsevking top-Uivl Tbumdal 
Advisers to senior tbeir expanding client bases in 
Africa, Europe, the Middle-Fast and Far- Fast. 

You trill need to bat e a proven track nxtvtl. be 
ambitious and willing to uxvrk bard to be the best? 
An attract/tv salary and commission structure 
(first year OTE £U*K+i. traref allowance, full 
training and administrative support, and tbe 
opportunity for carver advancement trilbin a blue 
chip public limited company, will be rewarded to 
successful candidates. 

If you wish to moke a career commitment by 
Joining a Leader in tbeir field, please telephone or 
submit your C.V to:- 
Sonia MJddtedbch, Managing Director, 

WorUNct Recruitment and TMnlng. 

RO. 80 K 31. FnmiKwgftam. 

TtOodbridgc. Suffolk. IP13 9JZ. 

Tfcl:(Int+*4)(0)I728 72«6«3 
Fax:(lnr+ +» KO) 1728 724058 

tKbridXct-hqtSYotnp u Acrvc.gocn — . , 

W ORLDNET 



IF YOU WANT TO TRAIN, 
MONEY NEEDN’T HOLD YOU BACK. 


With a Career Development Loan you can borrow 
from £300 to £8,000 and not pay anything back until 
you finish your education or training. Your course 
can last up to 3 years and can indude work 
experience. The loans are Government Sponsored 
through selected High Street banks. For an information 
pack simply call 0800 58 55 05 or send the 
coupon to Career Development HfliJID 
Loans. Freepost WA 15 21. * " " 

Warrington WA4 IBR. - - **- - — 


% 

' ■ -v . 





wwwJifdon» to nli«o.uk 


Train now, pay later with 
a Career Development Loan. 


ASSISTANT/ 
SECOND CHEF 

required 

for well known Indian Restaurant, 
must have experience of 5 years in 
Indian cooking. Also must have 
knowledge of Indian sweets. 
Please contact owner on 
0171 727 4818 


Software Professionals 

A Leading ln&a toed Mon Integra non Company »eeto Syrian 
Axatfmi Aii^i rmg niuium for thdr proven ■ Ushod Kingdom. Vt Me 
kwtong tot camfidataiufa to Inflowing 

• IBM MVS tod VMm NT 

• is com. n 

■ IlBZ.DfS.1kto. 

1 >e cadabia me required to taw . tor <a noath) agxifcacc in: 

AwtkeamtargiytoUgtt'SBmk. 

• Wfldn« tod—hto Ptw I n p it FitoM Jprrtflrwlnai \m VS 
COBOL. Q mt QB2. 


• XatoedW if ETOEVORnd C* fntol*. 

The pom uc Bnaty amaami. bned a the length of the pnjjca* tomL 

Satnj nooning to experience and riaEr. ito «md joor CV to 

EO. Bm D0O7. Ig k-pm i Vn t W i o^ap u. One Ciuffirie Sqanc. London EldSPL 


There’s more 


Exciting 
opportunities 
for Graduates 
and Junior Sales 
Executives looking 
for a change 
in career 


McGregor ■ Boy all 


to IT 

than Technology 

The IT industry is one of the most exciting and innovative sectors in the 
world today, offering yon the chance to open more doors in your search for 
a new career than you ever imagined. McGregor Boyall are one of the UK’s 
leading IT recruitment consultancies. We have an impressive portfolio of 
blue-chip clients and smaller, leading edge organisations within tbe 
technology sectors and are currently seeking to recruit Graduate Trainees 
and Junior Sales Executives. 

Graduate Trainees 

You will need a degree in Computer Science or a technically oriented 
discipline and will have an enthusiastic and highly motivated approach 
towards your career. In return for your commitment, energy and drive our 
clients will offer you exceptional training; a structured career path, 
fantastic earning capabilities and the prospect of international travel. 
Opportunities exist to move into technical or sales Jimplinwi In addition, 
we are currently retained by a number of pan- European organisations who 
seek language graduates (particularly French and German) for various 
exciting opportunities. HeC M30IN161 

Junior Sales Executives 

You will have a high level of education and a proven track record of 
internal sales, coupled with a genuine interest in IT. Excellent career 
opportunities exist within a number of corporates focusing on leading edge 
technology with all roles offering substantial remuneration packages and 
fast-track career prospects. Ref; MBIN162 

For an immediate consultation telephone Sarah Qkotie on 0171 806 
1453. Alternatively send your CV, quoting the relevant reference 
number to McGregor Boyall Associates, 114 Middlesex Street, 
London El 7JH. Fine 0171 375 1143. Email, sokoti e@m egrego r- 
boyalLcom Or visit our web-site at www-mcgregor-boyalLcom 


Accounts Junior 

For Fashion Company 


Experience and 
Computer literate 


Please fax C.K to: 

Diane Roberts 

0171 377 0625 

or phone 

0171 377 0965 



“When I grow up I want to be a 

Recruitment Consultant!” 

Maybe not a/amiHar low but man arut mot* young pr&ssionat* an 
turning to this fast-paced, challenging and financia lly r ewardin g career 

We are one of die UK’s feeding recruitment specialists with an enviable growth 
record. To ensure our ongoing success we continuously invest in training 
technology and the octfsxng development of our consultants. Our 200+ 
consuhanc speoafise in die fields of Accountancy, Banking & Investment 
Management, Law and IT from a network of nine UK offices: London. 
Birmi n g h a m , Croydon Leeds, Manchester, Mil ton Keynes, Nottingham, 

Slough and Watford. 

If you are a graduate with at least a year s work experience in virtually any field 
and you know that you can sdt we'd fax to hear from you. 

Pleaae send your CV and a cover in g letter to Alteon Smith, 

Bodenottii & Clark. 18-13 New Bridge Street Lotufon, EC4V SHU. 

Tel: 9171 583 0073. Fnx;«171 353 3908. 

Ent t ril: affso t i vmU h glnM l morhan dclsritxtwi 

Badenoch & Gaik it an Equal Opportunities Employer 


BADENOCH CLARK 
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APPOINTMENTS DIARY 


Monday 

IT, Science, Engineering 
Tuesday 

Media, Marketing, Sales. 


Wednesday 

finance. Legal, Secretarial 

Thursday 

Education, Graduate 


Sunday 

fiiblic, General 


UNIVERSITY COLLEGE LONDON, 

English department Forty years 
on! Reunion lunch for leavers 
1958 and 1959 on Wednesday 
14th April 1999. Contact Pat 
Robson on 01484 421491 or e- 
mail pat@crobson.demon.co.uk 


COME BACK TO 
NURSING 

WITH BETTER PAY 
AND CONDITIONS 

THE NEW NHS NEEDS 
MORE NURSES 

TWO THIRDS OF QUALIFIED 
NURSES WILL EARN £20.000 
OR MORE 

IF YOU'RE THINKING 
ABOUT RETURNING AFTER 
A CAREER BREAK, THE 
NEW NHS RETURN 70 
PRACTICE COURSES 
WILL SOON HELP YOU 
REFRESH YOUR SKILLS 

THE NEW NHS IS ALSO 
INVESTING IN NEW 
BUILDINGS AND EQUIPMENT 
TO HELP YOU GIVE THE 
BEST CARE TO YOUR PATIENTS 

AND IT WILL BE EASIER 
TO BALANCE YOUR HOME 
AND WORKING LIVES 

TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT 
RETURNING TO NURSING. 

CALL CSA5 6 0 60 655 QUOTING 
C32 ANYTIME DR CONTACT 
YOUR LOCAL NHS 7RU5T. 


ezza 

NURSxS MAKE A DIFFERENCE 


0845 60 60 655 


To 

advertise 
in this 
section 
please call 

0171 

293 2547. 


PERSONNEL 

MANAGER 
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THE THURSDAY REVIEW 

Toeladepeadent 18 Mart-h j^gg 



New Films 


the ultimate Hobin TOfHjams movie: the fife sucked 
oat and replaced by syrup. West End: ABC 
Tottenham Court Road, Empire Leicester 
Square, Odeon Camden Town, Ode on Ken- 
sington, Odeon Marble Arch. Odetm Swiss 
Cottage, UC 3 Whxtdeys, Virgin Fulham Road, 
Virgin Trocadero. And local cinemas 


CENTRAL STATION (15) 

Director: Walter Salles 

Starring: Fernanda Montenegro. Wrays cte Ofivara 
— tenninus serves as the 
effe^tamchpad fia- water SaDes’s Oscar- 
Brazilian feble. A. road-movie of sorts, 

Station trails Fernanda Montenegro’s 
retired scboolmann and her abandonedline- 

(p !^ d ^ Vmicius de Oliveira) PLEASANTVILLE (12) 
ft hadland& of Sertao for Director Gary Ross 

The ^ Starring: Tbbey Maguire, Reese Witherspoon 

“anfecetsofSrazirsdBparate, See 77ie todependenf Recommends. 
^f^l,^ d ff 0 !? y " Strie!Ben culture ' yet End: Barbican Screen, Odeon Camden 
Pe *“ es to make any heavy- Town, Odeon Kensington, Odeon Marble 
pob^ here, instead, his soda! Arch, Odeon Swiss Cottage, Plaza, Ritzy 
mfaque remains imp haUow-down m toe mix. Cuiema, OCT Whiteleys, Vagin Chelsea, Wrpm 
The fine, unshowy acting is set off nicely by 
Whiter Carvalho’s haunting visuals, as Central 
Station bioom3 by degrees into a picture that is 
both intimate and universal West End Barbican 
Screen, Clapham Picture House, Curzon 
Mayfair, Nottmg Hill Coronet, Renoir, Ritzy 
Cmema, Screen on the HiO, Virgin Chelsea 
Local Croydon Clodctower 



The Independent Recommends 

the Five Best Films the Five best plays the Five best shows 


HATCH ADAMS 02) 

Director Tom Shadyac 
Starring; Robin Williams, Monica Potter 
Through the hallowed hails of medical college 
goes Hunter “Patch" Adams (Robin Whams); a 
» winsome shock-doc who has the patients in 
“stitches while ©wing a collective hernia to the 
stuffy establish m e nt . Patch, you see, subscribes 
to the theory that laughter is the best mecficme 
of all Idling on your deathbed? Well, here’s 
Patch to stick an enema bulb on. his snout and 
send you off with a smile. Stiff not happy? No 
problem o: Patch has a whole heap more comedy 
tricks up the sleeves of his regulation white 
coat Stiff that’s Patch Adams: Awakenings 
without the angst. Dead Poets Society without 
the heart. It’s like the ultimate destination of 


Haymarket, Warner Village West End. And 
local cinemas 

SOUZOfKHJS (18) 

Director Steven Socfertwgfi 
Starring: Steven Soderbergh ■ 

■ Between Soderbergh’s The Underneath (a box- 
office bomb) and last year's Out of Sight (a hit) 
came SchizopoBs: a stop-gap experiment, a 
beaten retreat into art-house abstraction and 
evidence, perhaps, of a director in crisis. 

Pieced together on a thrift-shop budget, 
SduzopoBs is a hit of cmomntn* crazy-paving 
Suburban manners, cor p orate paranoia ffr>nbii 
hygiene and the rituals of adultery are all 
deconstructed In energetic, scattergun fashion, 
though its ffnaffy a shade too film-school wacky 
to warm to. While SchizopoBs is undeniably the 
strangest film in the *American Independence” 
season that it’s headlining , some of the other 
offerings (CkKkaxdcher&, or Spike Lee’s fbur 
Little Gvis) are more rounded and satisfying. £^e 
of God, Niagara Niagara and Sticky Fingers of , 
Tfene are also showing. Wfest Enrfc CvrzonSoho 

' Xan Brooks 


Festen (15) 

Danish director Thomas Vimerberg's superlative 
black comedy.coocerns the 60th birthday of a 
family patriarch wbo finds himself at the centre of 
dark secrets that unexpectedly emerge. 

The Thin Red Line (15) 

Thxrcnce Malick returns to the screen after a 
20-year absence with a hugely ambitious film about 
the battle' of Guadalcanal. A war movie of a sort, 
though what that sort might be is uncertain. 

Affliction (15) 

Paul Sdxrado's bleak study in fatherhood and 
fatalism, adapted from Russell Banks’s novel, stars 
Nick Nolle as a man struggling to escape the 
influence of his violent dad (James Cbbtira). 

Shakespeare in Love (1 5) 

This enjoyable romp suggests haw romance fired 
Shakespeare with the creative inspiration for 
Romeo and Juliet. With a multi-star cast 


Pleasantville (12) 
Tfco Nineties teenagers are 
magicked into the world of 
a favourite Fifties sitcom 
and begin. to exert a 
dramatic influence on its 
conformist black-and-white 
idyll A witty, inventive 
parable {right). 


Shockheaded Peter 

(lyric Hammersmith. London) 

The deliciously sinister Stniwwripeter stories meet 
the macabre Tiger Lillies in a glorious, gorgeously 
gory evening of music theatre. To 10 Apr 

Blue Heart 

(The Pleasance. London) 

Bracing comedy and a dark hcail in Max Stafford- 
Oark’s exemplary production of Card ChurdriH's 
playful double-bill. To 21 Mar 



L 


Anthony Quinn 


(TheAtoery, London) 

Sheila Hancock, stars as the tight-fisted matriarch 
and leads a triumphant cast in Gorky's comedy. 
To 37 Mar 


The Dispute 

(The Other Place, 

Stratford) 

Marivaux’s mordant 18th- 
centuiy play about a sexual 
experiment is brought to life in 
this RSOLyricHammersatith 

co-production (above). To 20 Mar 


Buried Alive 

(Northcott, Exeter) 

Mike Alfreds' crack company. Method and 
Madness, in a new play by Philip Osment, specialist 
in matters of the heart- To 27 Mar 

David Benedict 



Jackson Pollock 

(Tate Gallery) 

Revelatory retrospective for the wild hero of 

Abstract Expressionism going-on Old Master 
legendary for his great drip paintings, but widely 
unshown here for 40 years. 7b 6 Jun 

Portraits by Ingres (National Gallery) 
Some of the most intense portraiture ever. 
Exquisite mSanges of flush and fabric, dreams of 
sex and money. To 25 Apr 

Monet In the 20th Century 

(Royal Academy) 

The gardens and lily ponds arGKvmy dissolve into 
fiery lights, liquid re flections, depths and voids. 

To 18 Apr 

Disasters of War 

(Wolverhampton Art 
Gallery) 

Three ages of European war 
through the etchings of 
Jacques Caffot, Goya and Otto 
Dix. Black-and-white visions 
from the blackest of times (nhmv ). To 20 Mar 

Richard Deacon 

(late Gallery, Liverpool) 

“New World Order": more curvaceous assemblages 
of wood, metal, glass and plastic- some gigantic, 
some bumble -by the Eighties sculptor. Hr it> May 

TOM LUBBOCK 



General Release 


4| AFFLICTION (15) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. 

West End ABC Shqftesbury Avenue 

BELOVED 115) 

Jonathan Demme's adaptation of Tbni Morrison’s 
multi-layered Pulitzer Prize-winner. Oprah 
Winfrey’s escapee slave struggles to cope with 
a visitation from a bewitched voodoo child who 
may (or may not) be the ghost of her dead 
daughter Heartfelt acting and a vibrant visual 
sense paper over all manner of cracks. Pfesf End: 
Ritey Cinema, UCI^ WhiteleyA^ Virgin lYvcadero, 
Warner ViUage West End And local cmemas 

A BUG’S UFE (U) 

A Thig'j! T.tfnsp**; htrmhlf; m<wf T Tflc faffing m wrtti 

a raggle-taggle flea dreus in an effort to save his' ' 
community from' marauding grasshoppers; 
(headed by Kevin Spacey). Hie script throws in 
passably witty gags and the animation proves a 
^Jfeat of technical ingenuity West End ABC 
'^TbOenhamCowtRoadClapliamPictureHouse, 
OdeonCamden7bwn,OdeonKensmgton,Odeon 
Marble Arch, Odeon Mezzanine, Odeon Swiss 
Cottage, ' Plaza, Ritzy Cmema, UCI Whitdeys, 
Virgin Chelsea, Virgm Trocadero, Warner ViUage 
West End, And local cinemas 

FESTEN (THE CELEBRATION) (15) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. 

West End Chelsea Cinema, Clapham Picture 
Bouse, Curzon Soho, Screen on Baker Street 


HIDEOUS KINKY (15) 

Through the teeming orange/red/ turquoise 
backdrop of 1970s Morocco treads Kate Winslet's 
hippie single-mum, her two daughters 
unwillingly in- tow. Winslet does well with a 
change-of-pace rote as the tale’s permanently 
strung-out, unsated matriarch, and the child 
stars are startlingly good. West End ABC Swiss 
Centre, Odeon Swiss Cottage, Renoir . ; Virgm 
Pulhom Rood 

HILARY AND JACKIE (15) 

FhQ-throttle playing from Rachel Griffiths and 


all biopic of the Du Pr6 sisters. West End ABC 
Panton Street, Curzon Sofia Local Richmond 
OdeonStudio 

HOLY MAN (PG) 

•Jeff Goldblum plays Ricky, a TV executive. 
Ifearfiil for his jofy Ricky uses spiritual wanderer 
G (Eddie Murphy) as a frontman on his shopping 
show and sales go through the roof G, in turn, 
teaches KdyafewsouHWlessons-youknowt about 
fife andstuft Parts oCJfofe Man are funny but the 
Bm never finds the right tone. Local cinemos 

HOW STELLA GOT HER GROOVE BACK (15) 

Essen tkl)y this is Shirley Valentine with an 
American spin, but Angela Bassett works 
hard to mmlrp an Impr pssinn among the Slide- 
:#9W of tourist-brochure visuals. West End 
7Vocndera And local cinemas 


n (Pi) as) 

Darren Aronofskys pungmtdfinit idles between 
maths lesson and art dass, as Sean Gullete’s 
New York number-cruncher ponders a 
numerical code behind toe holy Hebrew te xt* 
What sustains Pi is toe pure-blood ingenuity of 
its central conceit, its ongoing “mathematics is 
the language of nature" mantra and the louche, 
too-cool-for- school demeanour It all adds up. 
West End ABC Panton Street 

SAVING PRIVATE RYAN (15) 

In Steven Spielberg's Second Wbrid Whr drama. 
Captain John MflW (Tom Hanfcst is dispatched 
with his squad on a compassionate mferioo to 
seek out ayoung private behind enemy fines- his 
. .three- brothers have, already, been killed in 

End Plaza. And local cinemas «. • 

SHAKESPEARE IN LOVE (15) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. 

West End ABC Tottenham Court Road, Clapham 
Pictwe House, Empire Leicester Square, Odeon 
Camden Tbum, Odeon Kensington, Odeon Mar- 
bleArch,OdeonSwissCattage,RitzyCinema,UCI 
Whfateys, WgmFbBumRoad, VirgmTrocadero. 
And local cinemas 

THE THIN RED LINE (1 5) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. 

West End ClaphamPicture House, Gate Nottmg 
HUL, Odeon Camden Tbum, Odeon Kensington. 
Odeon Leicester Square, Odeon Marble Arch, 
OdeanSwiss Cottage, Ritzy Cmema, Screen on 
the Green, UClWhiteleys, Virgin Chriseo, Wrpin 
Fulham Road. And local cmemas 

THIS YEAR’S LOVE (18) 

A cast of Britain’s finest (Kathy Burke, Ian Hart, 
Douglas Henshaff et aJ) weave to andfro through 
David Kane’s Camden-set essay on urban ro- 
mance. Kane’s screenplay is generally ^ witty and 
well-observed, but the film cranks what might 
have been a sublime one-hour teleplay into 
its natural ten gth. Still, that’s modern 
romance for you - you can’t fit it into tidy boxes, 
no how hard you try Rfest End Odeon 
Camden - Town, Odeon Kensington, Odeon 

M<ab(eArch,OdBonWestEnd,RttzyCinema,ua 
Whzteleys. And local cinemas 

TITANIC TOWN (15) 

All aboard for Uwibles-bit Belfast, area 1972. The 
IRA and British forces are taktagpotshots at each 
other in toe street. Civilians are dying in the 
crossfire. Tb toe rescue comes JuHe Walters’s 

concerned local mum, wbo lobbies for a ceasefire 

and finds herself caught between the opposing 
factions. Roger MicheU’S fact-based fable is 
wcD-intcntioned and honestly rendered, but it’s 
faintly tighr wrigfat. too. Ftar a film implicitly about 
rage, waste and human passions, it’s low on 
dramatic oomph. West End ABC Swiss Centre 

URBAN LEGEND U8> 

Jamie Blanks’s stalk-and-slash romp is a 


Cinema 

West end 

ABC FMNTON STREET 

(0870-902 0404) e Piccadilly 
Circus Sizabetb 2.15pm. 

5.75pm, 8.15pm Hilary and 
Jackie 2.25pm. 5.25pm, 8 .20pm 
Lock, Stock & Uno Smoking 
Barrels 1.15pm. 3.40pm, 

6.10pm. 8.35pm x (Pi) 130pm, 
3.35pm. 6.15pm. 8.45pm 

ABC PICCADlUy 

(0171-287 4322) ■©■ Piccadilly 
Orcus Loved 1.30pm, 3.55pm. 
6.15pm. 8.35pm Your Friends 
and Neighbors 1.40pm, 4.05pm. 
635pm, 8.45pm 

ABC SHAFTESBURY AVENUE 

(0870-902 0402) « Leicester 
Square Affliction 1.10pm, 3.40pm. 
6.05pm. 8.30pm Elizabeth 

1.45pm, 5.30pm, B.10pm 

ABC SWISS CENTRE 

(0870-902 0403) O Leicester 
Square The 39 Steps (1935 
Vbrsfea) 1.10pm, 3b5pm, 5pm, 
7.05pm, 9pm Hideous Kinky 
1.50pm. 4.05pm. 6.15pm, 8.35pm 
I Think I Do 4.40pm. 9.10fxn 
Thank Town 235pm, 650pm 
La Vie Revie des Anges 1.45pm, 
4.05pm. 635p m. 8.4 5pm ■_ 

ABC TOTTSBIAM COURT ROAD 

(0870-902 0414) e Tottenham 
Court Road A Bug's Life 4pm 
Patch Adams 1.15pm, 3.45pm. 
630pm. 9.05pm Shakespeare In 
Love 1.10pm, 3.50pm. 6.30pm. 
9.25pm You've Got M@fl 1pm. 
6.10pm, 9.15pm 

BARBICAN SCREEN 

(0171-638 8891) Moorgate 
Central Sudon 6.15pm. 8.40pm 
Pteasantvllle 6pm. 8.40pm 




2? 1 *® angels 



. B BEAUTmiL (LA VITA £ BELLA) GPG) 

8®bcrtQ Beoignl’s Oscar-nominated comedy strangely bland and inconsequential bloodbath: 
w!* 08 Caltre ^ t ®ge as a downing Jewish fresh-feced teens meeting their grisly end in a 
bWtaeflarinfa^ drama as cold and schematic as a daytime talk 

cta 9> he strives to convince his son that it’s show End: Virgin Trocadero. Warner 
more thau an eccentric game. West End viffooe West End And local cmemas 
- v-!^° n Curzon Minema. Odeon 

Screen on the Hi2, UCI 

Virgin Chelsea, Virgm Haymarket 

And local cinemas 


(15) 


YOITVE GOT MAIL (PG) 

Seasoned players 3fcm Hanks and Meg i^yan 
starin a contrived romantic comedy that’s zapped 

out of its old-fashioned rut by a shrewd Internet 
•vusajKW ... , plot book: they squabble in daify life and get ad 

g»ey OT-lme. End: ABC IWtentom Court 
UrotW pwaded over b}' Brenda n^nm Pi^ House. Odem Camden 

Town, Odeon Kensington, Odeon Marble Arch, 
Odeon Swiss Cottage, Screen on Baker Street, 
UCI Whiteleys, Virgm Fulham Road, Virgm 
Haymarket. Virgin Trocadero, Warner Village 
West End. And local cmemas 


ao-nonsense madam. Earthy. 
a«ing goes hand in hand with 
Packw’s evocative visuals, though 
;?otBtefr dwrabeat handling makes it 
■t times. West End Renoir 


2 ^oura*oo 1i8 , 

^tesla’s quasi-sequel to David 
^llh^r 04 Wettrt * a strutting caper, 
^ 0* gBfe and running on a kind of 
West End Metro 


YOUR FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS (18) 
Another troubling X-ray of American mores 
from In the Company of Men director Neil 
LaBute. WOst End: ABC Piccadilly. Metro 


CHELSEA CINEMA 

(0171-351 3742) -e Sloanc 

Square Festen 2pm. 4.15pm, 
6.30pm, 8.50pm 

CLAPHAM PICTURE HOUSE 

(0171-498 3323) & Clapham 
Common Central Station 1.45pm. 
4.20pm. 7pm, 9J20pm Festen 
2.15ptn, 4.30pm, 630pm, 9.10pm 
Shakespeare In Lowe 1 ,30pm. 
6.30pm Die TMn Red Line 

I. 15pm, 4.45pm. 0.15pm KbuVe 
Got Nl@fi 4pm. 9pm 

CURZON MAYFAIR 
(0171-369 1720) O Green Park 
Central Station 1 30pm. 3.45pm. 
6.15pm, 8.45pm 

CURZON MINEMA 

(0171-369 1723) « Hyde Park 
Com er/Kn igh tsbrldge La Vita i 
Bella 3pm. 6.30pm 8.50pm 

CURZON SOHO 

(0171-734 2255 (12nootv6pm)) 
Leicester Square Eye of God 
4.45pm Festen 2.15pm, 4.30pm. 
7pm. 9.30pm Four Little Girts 
12.15pm. 9.15pm Haary and 
Jackie 2.1 5pm, 6.45pm La Vita 6 
Bella 1 pm, 4pm. 6.30pm 9pm 

EMPIRE LEI CESTER SQUARE 

(0990-888990) & Leicester 

Square Shakespeare In Love 
12.15pm. 3pm. 6pm. 8.45pm 

GATE WOTTING HILL 

(0171-727 4043) ^ Notting Hill 
Gate The Thin Red Line 1.10pm. 
430pm. 7.50pm 

METRO 

(0171-734 1506) ■©■ Piccadilly 
arcus/Leicester Square Perdtta 
Durango 230pm. 4.45pm, 7pm. 
9.15pm Your Friends and 
Neighbors 2pm. 4.1 5pm. 
6.30pm. 8.45pm 

NOTTING HILL CORONET 

(0171-727 6705) ■©■ Notting Hill 
Gate Central Station 3.30pm, 
6pm, 8.40pm 

ODEON CAMDEN TOWN 

(08705-050007) O Camdpn Town 
A Bug’s Lite 11.40am. 1.35pm 
parch Adams 12.05pm, 3.35pm, 
6.05pm. 8.45pm Pteasanevllle 

II. 45am. 2.20pm. 5.35pm. 

835pm Shakespeare ta *fve 
2.55pm. 830pm The Thin Red 
Line 11.55am. 335pm. 7.40pm 

This Vfear’s Love 3.30pm. 
5^0pm, 8.50pm tou’ve Got 
12.35pm. 5.50pm 

ODEON HAYMARKET 

(08705-050007) O Hccadffly Onis 
Stepmom 1235pm. 3.10pm. 

530pm. 8.30pm 

ODEON KENSINGTON 

(08705-050007) « High Street 
Kensington Rttdi 
12.40pm. 3.35pm. 6.30pm, 

9.30pm Pleasantvtlte 1230pm. 
3^5pm. 6.20pm. 9- 15 P^ 

Shakespeare m Love 1235pm. 
330pm. 6-J5f»n. 9.10j«n The 
Thin Red Line 135pffl. 5.05pm, 
a ,45pm La Vita * I wte iggjj 
3.50pm. 6.35pm. 9.20pm wn* 
Got M@3 12.50pm. 3.45pm. 
6.40pm. 935pm 


ODEON LEICESTER SCRIARE 

(08705-050007) -O Leicester 
Square The Thin Red Line 
12.40pm. 4.10pm. 7.45pm 

ODEON MARBLE ARCH 

(08705450007) O- Marfsle Arch 
A Bug’s life 135pm, 4.05pm 
Patch Adams 1235pm, 3.40pm. 
630pm. 9.10pm PleasantviBe 

12.40pm, 335pm. 6.10pm. 9.15pm 
Slahespewe ki Love 1230pm. 
335pm, 630pm. 9.05pm The Thkt 
Red Lkie 1D5pm. 435pm. 8.10pm 
TbuMe Got M@9 12.45pm. 

330pm, 6.1 5pra 9pm 

ODEMI MEZZANINE 

(08705-050007) O Leicester 
’ Square A Bug’s Life 235pm. 
4.30pm, 6.35pm. 8.40pm 

Elizabeth 12.35pm, 3.05pm. 

5.35pm. 8.20pm Lodt, Stock & 
Ttoo Smoking Barrels 1.25pm. 
3.55pm. 6.20pm. 8.45pm The 
Siege 1.15pm. 3.40pm. 6.05pm. 
8.30pm Stepmom 12.30pm. 
3.05pm, 5.45pm. 835pm 

ODEON SWISS COTTAGE 

(08705-050007) O- Swiss Cottage 
Hideous Kinky 6.10pm Lai 
Badshah 1pm, 430pm. 7.50pm 
Patch Adams 1230pm, 3.15pm. 
5.50pm. 830pm PleasannAle 

12.10pm. 235pm. 5.40pm. 

330pm Shakespeare bi. Love 
12 40pm. 330pm. . 835pm. The 
tNn Red Line 1 235pm, 4.05pm. 

- 7.45pm Ifou’veGot M@0 12.1 5pm. 
2.45pm. 530pm, 8.1 5pm 

ODEON WEST »ID 

(08705-050007) O Leicester 
Square Little Voice 4.10pm. 
6.30pm. 8.55pm This Yew's Love 
1.15pm. 3.40pm, 6.15pm, 8.50pm 

PEPSI 1MAX CINEMA 

(0171-494 4153) *■ PJccadUly 
Circus Everest 4.45pm, 9.05pm IS 
(MAX) 2.40pm. 7pm T-Rec Back 
to the Cretaceous (3-D) 1.35pm. 
3.40pm. 5.45pm. 8pm. 10.05pm 

PLAZA 

(0990-888990) -O Piccadilly 
Circus neasantvllle • 12.1 5pm. 
3pm. 5.45pm, 8.45pm Saving 
Private Ryan 12.30pm. 4.15pm. 
7.45pm The Truman Show 
1.45pm. 4pm, 6.30pm. 9pm 


La Vita i Bella 1230pm. 
3J20pm, 5.50pm. 835pm You’ve 
Got M@il 12.40pm. 3.15pm. 
5.55pm. 8.45pm 

VIRGIN TROCADERO 

(0870-907 0716) » Piccadilly 
Girus Beloved 72.50pm. 
4.20pm. Bpm A Bug’s Life 
12.05pm, 2.10pm, 435pm. 

635pm Bulwortit 9pm Enemy of 
the State 12noon. 2.50pm, 
5.40pm. 830pm Parch Adams 
1230pm. 3pm, 5.50pm, 8.40pm 
Shakespeare in Love 12noon, 
2.40pm. 5.30pm. 830pm Urban 
Legend 12.50pm. 3.30pm. 

6.10pm. 8.40pm TbuVe Got 
M@il 12.10pm. 2.50pm. 5.40pm. 
8.50pm 

WARNER VIUAGE WEST END 

(0171-437 4343) e Leicester 
Square Beloved 130pm. 4.50pm, 
830pm A Bug's Life 12.10pm, 
230pm, 430pm, 7pm. 935pm 
Btdworth 335pm, 8.50pm The 
Opposfte of Sex 12.40pm. 320pm. 
6.10pm. 8.40pm PleasantvBe 

12nooa 3pm. 6pm. 9pm tactical 
Magic 1235pm. 6pm Urban 
Legend 11.50am, 2.10pm. 430pm. 
630pm. 9.10pm Very Bad Things 
1.40pm. 4.15pm. 6.40pm. 9.05pm 
IfauVe Got M@8 12noon. 1230pm. 
2.50pm. 3.30pm. 5.40pm, 630pm. 
83flpm. 9.15pm 

Cinema 

LONDON LOCALS 

ACTON 

PARK ROYAL WARNER VILLAGE 
(0181-896 0066) O Park Royal 
Beloved 2.40pm. 6.10pm A Bug's 
Life 1.10pm, 330pm, 5.40pm. 
730pm. 10pm Patch Adams 
1.40pm. 4.20pm. 7pm. 9.50pm 
Pleasantville 1.10pm. 3.50pm. 
6.40pm. 9.30pm S h akespeare In 
Love 12.30pm. 3.10pm. 5.50pm. 
8.30pm The Thin Red Line 
12.40pm, 1 .50pm. 4.10pm, 

530pm. 8pm, 9pm This Year's 
Love 9.40pm Urban Legend 
1.30pm. 4pm, 6.30pm. 9.10pm 
Vbu*veGotM@fl 12.30pm, 330pm. 
6pm. 8.40pm 


(0171-837 8402) O- Russell Square 
Central Stacks) 1.35pm, 335pm, 
635pm. 8.45pm Hideous -Kinky 
1.50pm. 6.35pm Painted Angels 
4.70pm. 835pm 

RTTZV CINEMA 

(0771-733 2229) BW» Brtxton 
Beloved 8.40pm Central Station 
2.15pm, 4.35pm, 6.55pm, 9.15pm 
La Grande Illusion 1 ,55pm 
PteasancvUe 4.10pm, 6.45pm. 
9.20pm Shakespeare in Love 
1.45pm, 6.40pm The Thin Red 
Line 7.30pm, 4.50pm. 8.10pm 
This Year's love 430pm. 9.1<^xn 
La Vita £ Bella 3.35pm. 6.10pm 

SCREEN ON BAKER STREET 

(0771-935 2772) O Baker Street 
Festen 3.10pm, 6.35pm. 8.50pm 
You’ve Got M®U 3.35pm. 
6.10pm. 8.40pm 

SCREEN ON THE GREEN 

(0771-226 3520) ■& Angel The 
Thin Red Line 3pm, 7.30jxn 

SCREEN ON THE HILL 

(0171-435 3366) -O Befcfze Fbrk 
Central Station 430pm. 9.15pm 
La Vita 4 Bella 2.10pm, 6.50pm 

UO WHITELEYS 
(0990-888990) •O Bayswater 
Beloved 8.40pm A Bug’s Life 
1.30pm. 3.50pm, 6.15pm 

Madeline 2pm Patch Adams 
1pm, 3.40pm. 635pm. 9.10pm 
neasantviUe 12.30pm. 3.30pm, 
6.30pm.' 920pm Shakespeare In 
Love 1.20pm, 3.55pm. 6.40pm. 
930pm The Thin Red Line 
12.15pm. 4.30pm. 820pm This 
Year's Love 420pm. 7pm, 
9.40pm La Vita e Bella 12 noon. 
3.10pm, 6pm, 9pm Vbu’ve 
Got M@U T 2.40pm. 320pm. 
6.1 0pm. 8.50pm 


ODEON (08705-050007) 9 High 
Barnet A Bug’s Life 12.30pm, 
2.30pm, 4.30pm Patch Adams 
1 .30pm. 3.45pm. 635pm. 830pm 
PleasancvOle 12.45pm, 3.30pm, 
6pm, 830pm Shakespeare in Love 
1pm, 325pm. 6.10pm, 8.40pm 
The Thin Red Line 12.40pm. 
3.50pm. 7.45pm Ybu"ve Got M®fl 
630pm. 8.45pm 


VIRGIN' 

(0870-907 0710) & Soane Square 
Central Station 12.45pm. 3.30pm. 
6.10pm, 9pm La Vtea i BeQa 
1.15pm, 3.45pm, 6.30pm. 9.10pm 
PleasancvOle T2J0pm, 3.15pm. 
6pm. 8.50pm The Thin Red Line 
Ipm. 4J0pm, 8pm 

VIRGIN RAHAM ROAD 

(0870-907 0711) .South 

Kensington Hideous Kinky 2pm. 
4.30pm, 7.10pm, 9.30pm Little 
Voice 1.50pm, 4.1(^nn, 7pm, 
9.20pm Patch Adams 1.70pm, 
3.40pm. 620pm. 9pm 

Sludiespeare In Love 1 2.50pm. 
3.30pm, 6.10pm, 8.50pm The 
Thin Red Line 1.20pm. 5.10pm. 
8.40pm You’ve Got M@il 1pm. 
3.40pm. 6.20pm, 9.1 Opm 


VIRGIN HAYMARKET 

(0870-907 0712) «• 
Qrcus pteasantvtlle 
3.05pm. 5.45pm, 


PtccadUIy 

1225pm. 

8.30pm 


ABC (0870-902 0412) BR: Beck- 
enham Junction A Bug’s Life 4pm 
Patch Adams 1.30pm. 4.45pm. 
8.15pm Shakespeare in Love 
1 .1 5pm. 6.05 pm. 8.40pm Twilight 
Tue 1 1 .20am. 620pm You've Got 
M@0 1.45pm. 5.45pm. 8.45pm 

BECKENHAM STUDIO (01 81 -663 
0103) BR: Beckenham Junction 
Gad)o Dflo 8 pm 

BEXLEYHEATH 

CINEWORLD (0181-303 1550} 
BR: Bexleyheath A Bug’s Life 
1.15pm. 5.40pm. 7.50pm Little 
Voice 2.15pm, 7pm Patch Adams 
12noon. 225pm. 430pm. 7.20pm, 
9.45pm Pleasantville 1 .40pm. 
420pm. 7.05pm. 9.40pm Saving Pri- 
vate Ryan 12.25pm, 425pm. 8pm 
Shake^reve In Love 1 30pm. 4pm, 
630pm. 9.1 Opm Stepmom 1 20pm. 
4.15pm. 7pm The Thin Ited Line 
12.50pm. 420om. 7.50pm This 
Year’s Love 9.50pm Urban Legend 
935pm La Vita 4 Bella 4.30pm. 
9. 1 5pm Vbu’ve Got M@fl 1 225pm, 
2.50pm, 5.10pm. 7.30pm. 9^0pm 

BROMLEY 

ODEON (08705-050007) Bft Brom- 
ley North A Bug's Life 2.05pm. 
420pm, 6.30pm Patch Adams 
7 pm, 3.35pm, 6.10pm, 8.45pm 
PfeasantviOe 12.30pm. 2.40pm. 
5.30pm. 830pm The TWn Red 
line 1225pm, 4.10pm. 7.45pm 
lfou’ve Got M@fl 8.40pm 

CATPORD 

ABC {0181-461 1278)BR.’Carford 
Patch Adams 2.25pm. 5.20pm. 
8.20pm Saving Private Ryan 
3pm, 730pm 

CROYDON 

CLOCKFOWER (0181-253 1030) 
BR: East Croydon Central Stotkn 
7 pm. 330pm, 6pm. 8-30pm + Short 

SAFARI (0181-688 3422) BR: West 
Croydon. A Bug’s Life 5.40pm 
Hum Aaphe DQ Mem Rehte Hata 
8pm mch Adams 53Qpm. 8.10pm 
You’ve Got M@il 5.35pm. 820pm 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-680 
6090) BR: East Croydon A Bug’s 
Life 1pm. 330pm. 4.10pm. 

6pm. 8.40pm patch Adams 
120pm, 4pm, 6.50pm. 9.35pm 
PleassnMUe 12. 50pm. 3/tOpm. 
620pm. 9.10pm Shakespeare hi 
Love 3,50pm. 6.30pm. 920pm 


TheThfei Red line 1.40pm, 5.05pm. 
825pm This Year’s Love 2pm, 
4.35pm, 7.10pm, 9.55pm The hu- 
man Show Wed 7 20pm Urban Leg- 
end 2. 1 0pm. 4.30pm, 7pm. 9.45pm 
\buVe Got M@H 3.20pm. 6.10pm. 
8.55pm 

DAGENHAM 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-592 
2020) ■©■ Dagenham Heathway 
A Bug’s Life 1.50pm. 3.55pm. 
6.10pm. 8.20pm Ifetdi Adams 
1 25pm. 3.50pm. 620pm. 8.50pm 
PleasantvTIle 1.30pm. 4.05pm. 
6.50pm, 9.30pm Shakespeare in 
Love 3.30pm. 6pm. B.40pm 
The TMn Red Lfrie 2pm. 4.50pm. 
520pm. 8.10pm. 9pm This fear's 
Love 220pm, 4.40pm, 7 pm. 920pm 
Urban Legend 2.50pm, 5.05pm. 
720pm. 9.40pm feu"ve Got M@fl 
1.40pm. 4.10pm. 6.40pm. 9.10pm 

EAUNG 

VIRGIN UXBRIDGE ROAD (0870- 
907 0719) BR/e Ealing Broadway 
PMch Adams 230pm. 520pm. 
8.40pm The TMn Red Line 3pm. 
7.40pm You’ve Got M@Q 220pm. 
5.40pm. 8.30pm 

EDG1NARE 

BELLE-VUE (0181-381 2556) 
€► Edgware Aa Ab Laut Chalen 
phone for times Daag phone for 
times Fire phone for times Katiiche 
Dhaage phone for times Kuch Kucii 
Hota Hal phone for times You’ve 
Got M@H1 530pm. 8.20pm Zakhm 
phone for times 

BMONTON 

LEE VALLEY UO 12 (0990^88990) 
O’ Tottenham Hale Beloved 7.30pm 
A Bug’s Life 1.45pm, 2.50pm. 
430pm, 530pm. 7.45pm. 10.10pm 
How Stella Got her Groove Back 
830pm Hum Aapke Hafai Noun..! 
5.15pm fttch Adams 12.50pm. 
3.45pm, 6.25pm. 9.20pm Pteas- 
antvBle 1.10pm. 4pm, 7pm. 9.40pm 
Saving Private Ryan 2pm. 5.40pm 
Shakespeare in Love 1.15pm, 
335pm. 6.40pm, 9.30pm The Thin 
Red Line 12.30pm, 1.30pm. 
4.15pm, 5pm, 7.55pm. 8.30pm 
TWs Year's Love 2.1 0pm, 6.45pm, 
7.05pm. 9.50pm Urban Legend 
10pm U Vita h Bella 3.05pm. 
6.05pm, 9pm You've Got M@U 
12.40pm. 335pm, 620pm, 9.1 Opm 

ELEPHANT AND CASTLE 

CORONET (0171-703 4968) 
BRIO Elephant and Castle Patch 
Adams 3.40pm, 6.05pm, S.30pm 
This Year’s Love 4.05pm. 6. 1 5pm. 
8.40pm feu've Got M@U 320pm. 
5.50pm, 825pm 

FELTHAM 

CMEWORLD THE MOVIES (01 81 - 
867 0555) BR: Fdtham Aa Ab Laut 
Chalen 1 1 . 1 0am. 2.35pm. 6. 1 5pm. 
9.45pm A Bug’s LVel 1am. 1.10pm. 
3.20pm. 5.30pm, 7.50(Hn Daag 
2.40pm. 920pm Hum Aapke Main 
Kaun~L 11.20am, 6pm Katfiche 
Dhaage 17 30am. 5.45 pm LaaMbris 
230pm. 9pm lal BadshNi 1 1 30am. 
3pm, 8. 1 0pm. 9.50pm Uttie VWce 
6pm Patch Adams 1 1 .30am, 2pm, 
430pm. 7 pm. 930pm Pleasantville 
11am. 1.30pm, 4pm, 6-40pm, 
9.20pm Saving Private Ryan 
1.30pm. 5.10pm, 850pm Shake- 
speare in Love 1pm, 3.40pm, 
620pm, 9pm Stepmom 11.50am, 
2.20pm. 720pm The TMn Red Line 
71.20am. 1pm. 2.40pm, 4.30pm. 
6.10pm. 8pm. 9.40pm This Year’s 
Love 1 1 .30am. 1 -45pm. 4pm. 
6.30pm. 8.55pm Urban Legend 
5pm, 9.50 pm Youbre Got 
M@il 11.10am, 1.50pm, 425pm, 
7pm, 930pm 

FINCHLEY 

WARNER VILLAGE NORTH FINCH- 
LEY (0181 -4469344) -&Ea» Rnch- 
Jey A Bug’s Life 1 2noon. 2. 10pm. 
420pm. 6.30pm. 830pm Patch 
Adams 1 255pm. 3.30pm, 6.15 pm, 
9pm Pleasantville 120pm. 4pm, 
6.40pm, 920pm Shakespeare in 
Love 12.35pm. 320pm, 6pm. 
9.10pm The Thin Red Line 
12.45pm. 4.40pm. 8.40pm This 
Thar's Low 4.45pm. 9.50pm Urban 
Legend 1 .15pm, 3.40pm, 720pm. 
9.40pm La Vica h Bella 2pm, 
7.1 0pm You’ve Got M@U 1 ,05pm, 
3.50pm, 6.50pm. 9.30pm 


GOLDBB GREEN 

ABC (0181-455 1724) O-Gotders 

Green Patch Adams 2.45pm. 
5.30pm. 020pm 

GREENWICH 

ONSflA (0181-293 0701) BK Green- 
wich Pleasantvffle 3.30pm. 6.1 Opm. 
8.50pm ShakeqMare In Love 7pm 
The Thin Red Line 4.30pm. Bpm 
You’ve Got 4.35pm, 9.20pm 

HAMMERSMITH 

VIRGIN (0870-907 0718) O^Raven- 
scourt Park Patch Adams 1 .7 0pm, 
3.40pm, 620pm, 9pm Shakespeare 
b> Lowe 12.50pm. 330pm. 6.10pm. 
9pm The Thin Red Line 1pm, 
4.30pm. Spm You've Got M@fl 
lpm, 3.40pm. 6.15pm, 850pm 

HAMPSTEAD 

ABC (0870-902 041 3) » Befstze 
Park A Bug’s Ufe 1 .1 Spm 


Jack Frost 1.05pm Batch Adams 
2.15pm. 5.30pm. 8.30pm Shake- 
speare In Low 2.35pm, 5.15pm. 
8.15pm You've Got M@0 2pm, 
5.40pm, 8.20pm 

HARROW 

SAMRf (0181-426 0303) O Har- 
row-on- the- Hill Fire 8.45pm Hum 
Aapke Hain Koun..! 1.30pm Lai 
Baadshah 5pm. 8.45pm 

WARNER VILLAGE (0IB1-427 
9009) ©■ Harrow-on-the-Hill 

Beloved 6.20pm A Bug's Ufe 
11.20am. 1.40pm. 4.10pm. 

6.10pm. B.30pm Patch Adams 
12.30pm. 3.15pm. 6pm. 8.45pm 
Pleasantville 12.50pm. 3.40pm. 
6.30pm, 9.15pm Shakespeare in 
Love 12.40pm, 3.30pm. 7pm, 
9.40pm The Thin Red Line 
12.50pm, 1.50pm, 3.50pm. 

5.30pm. 7.40pm. 9pm This fear's 
Low 1220pm. 325pm. 9.55pm Un- 
ban Legend 12noan, 3pm. 520pm. 
750pm, 10.1 Opm feuNie Got M@H 
1 20pm, 4pm. 6.45pm, 9.30pm 

HOLLOWAY 

ODEON (08705-050007) e Hol- 
loway Road Beloved 12.35pm. 
4.15pm. 7.45pm A Bug’s Ufe 
1 25pm. 3.45pm. 6.40pm. 8.55pm 
Patch Adams 1pm, 3.35pm. 
6.10pm, 8.45pm Pleasantville 
-12.30pm. 3.10pm. 5.50pm, 8.30pm 
Shakespeare in Love 12.25pm. 
3.1 5pm, 5.55pm, 8.35pm The Thin 
Ited Line 1250pm. 420pm. 7.50pm 
This Year's Love 1 20pm, 3.50pm, 
6.20pm, 850pm fenVe Got M@fl 
12.40pm. 320pm. 6pm, 8.40pm 

ILFORD 

ODEON (08705-050007) O Gants 
HS A Bug's Ufe 2pm. 4pm, 6.05pm 
Patch Adams 2.50pm, 5.50pm. 
8.30pm Pleasantville 2.40pm, 
5.40pm, 820pm Shakespeare In 
Low 8.05pm The TMn Red Line 
12.35pm. 4pm. 7.30pm Ybu’w 
Got Mgfl 2.40pm, 5.40pm, 820pm 

kusurn 

TRICYCLE (0171-328 1000) e 
Kilbum The General Thur 3pm La 
Vita 4 Bella 7pm, 9.15pm 

KINGSTON 

ABC OPTIONS (0870-902 0409) 
BR: Kingston Jack Frost 1 2.50pm, 
3.05pm Patch Adams 2.30pm, 
5.40pm. 8.20pm Shakespeare in 
Love 2.10pm, 5.20pm. 8.05pm 
feuVe Got M@n 2.20pm. 5.30pm. 
8.10pm 

MUSWBLL HILL ODEON (08705- 
050007) O Highgate A Bug's Ufe 
2.15pm. 4.15pm Patch Adams 
1pm, 3.30pm, 6pm. 8.30pm The 
TMn Red Line 125pm, 4.35pm, 
7.50pm This Year’s Love 6.20pm 
Ybu’ve Got M@ll 8.40pm 

PECXHAM 

PREMIER (0181-235 3006) 

BR: Feckham Rye Beloved 5.05pm, 
8.30pm A Bug’s Ufe 5pm. 7pm 
How Stella Got Her Groove Back 
9.05 Patch Adams 4pm. 6.30pm, 
9pm PtaasanDriDe 4.10pnv 6.40pm, 
9.10pm The Thki Red Line 4.55pm, 
8.15pm You've Got M@U 4.20pm. 
6.50pm. 9.20pm 

PURLEY 

ABC (0870-902 0407) BR: Purfey 
Patch Adams 5.40pm. 8.20pm 
Pleasantville 5.10pm. 7.55pm 
Ybu’ve Got M@U 5.20pm, Spm 

PUTNEY 

ABC (0870-902 0401) «■ Putney 
Bridge Patch Adams 2.15pm, 
5.45pm, 8.30pm Shakespeare in 
Low 2.15pm, S.30pm. 8.15pm 
YOu’ve Got M@U 2.15pm, 
5.15pm. 8.30pm 

RICHMOND 

ODEON (08705-050007) BR/* 
Richmond Patch Adams 1pm, 
3.40pm. 6.30pm. 9.10pm Shake- 
speare bi Love 1 2.30pm. 320pm, 
6.10pm, 9pm The Thin Red Line 
12.50pm. 4.30pm, 8.10pm 

ODEON STUDIO (08705-050007) 
BR/O- Richmond A Bug's Ufe 
2.30pm. 4.50pm, 7.10pm Hilary 
and Jackie 1.30pm Uttie Voice 
930pm PfeasantviUe lpm. 3.40pm. 
620pm, 9pm This Year's Love 
4.10pm, 6.30pm, 920pm Ybu’ve 
G6t M@U I pm. 3.50pm, 
6.30pm. 9.10pm 

ROMFOftD 

ABC (0870-902 0419) BR: Romford 
ftitdi Adams 2.1 Opm. 5.10pm, 
8.10pm Pleasantville 2.20pm, 
5.20pm. 8.20pm feu-ve Got M@il 
2.35pm, 5.30pm, 8.40pm 

ODEON UBERTY 2 (08705- 
050007) Bft: Romford A Bug’s Life 
12.10pm, 2pm, 230pm, 4.20pm, 
4.45pm, 63(^)m. 6.50pm. 8.40pm 
Patch Adams 12.45pm, 3.30pm. 
6.15pm, 8,45pm Pleasantville 
1220pm. 3.10pm, 530pm. 8.30pm 
Shakespeare bi Low 12.30pm. 
3pm. 5.40pm. B 15pm The Thin Red 
Une 12.30pm. 4pm. 7.30pm This 
Ybars Love 1.30pm. 4.10pm. 
6.30pm, 8.50pm Urban Legend 
9pm You’ve Got M@ll 12.15pm, 
3pm. 5.45pm, 8.20pm 
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16/LISTINGS 


THE THURSDAY REVIEW ifejf 

Th«‘ Independent IS Mafthly w 


SIDCUP 

ABC (0541-555131) BR: Sfdcup 
The Land Girls II 30am, 5pm ft tch 
Mams 5.20pm. 8.2Qpm Saving 
Private Ryan 7.30pm 


PRINCE CHARLES Leicester Place. 
WC2 [0171-437 8181} Sliding 
Doors (15) 1.30pm Oot or Sight 
(15) 3.45pm Rush Hour (15) 
6.30pm Pecker (18) 9pm 


THEATRE 

West end 


STAPLES CORNER 
VIRGIN (0870-907 071 7) BR: Crfck- 
lewood A Bug’s Life 2.15pm, 
4.35pm. 7pm Patch Adams 1pm. 
3.45pm, 6.30pm. 9.15pm Pleas- 
anmflle 1pm, 3.45pm. 6.30pm. 
9.15pm Shakespeare in Love 
3. 1 0pm, 5.50pm. 8.50pm The Thin 
Red Line 1 . 1 5pm, 4.45pm. 8.20pm 
This Year's Love 9.1 5pm touta Got 
M@n 1 pm. 3.45pm. 6.20pm, 9pm 


RIVERSIDE STUDIOS Crisp Road. 
W6 (0171-420 0100) The Bandit 
(Esfriya) (U) + Hamam: The Turk- 
ish Bath (NQ 8.55pm 


WATERMANS ARTS CENTRE High 
Street. Brentford, Middlesex (0181- 
568 1 1 76} Shakespeare In Love 
(15) 1.30pm, 6.45pm, 9pm La 
Qasse de Neige (15) 5pm 


Ticket availability details are for to- 
day: times and prices far the week; 
running times include intervals. 
• — Seats at all prices I — Seats 
at some prices O — Returns only 
Matinees — (1J: Sun. [3|: Tue. [4|: 
Vted. [5); Thur. [6j: Fri. [7]: Sat 


I RICHARD n Robert Lindsay stars 

as the historical villain. Savoy Strand. 
WC2 (01 71-836 8888/ 

CC 836 0479) BR/© Charing x. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm. (7) 2 -30pm, ends 
27 Mar. E1O-E27.50. 


FIRST P.AT.r.. LAST CAIX 


STRATFORD 

NEW STRATFORD PICTURE 
HOUSE (0181-555 3366) BR/© 
Stratford Fast A Bug's Life 1 .55pm 
Patch Attorns 1.30pm, 3.55pm. 
6.20pm, 8.55pm Pleasantville 
12.50pm, 3.25pm. 6pm. 8.35pm 
The Thin Red Line 1 .1 5pm. 4.35pm. 
8pm You've Got M@il 3.50pm, 
6 .20pm, 8.50pm 


BRIGHTON 

DUKE OF YORK’S (01 273-602503) 
The Apple (Sib) (PG) 2.15pm. 
6.45pm Central Station (15) 
4.15pm. 8.45pm 


• AMADEUS David Suchet stars 
as Salieri In Peter Shaffer's ac- 
claimed drama. Old Vic The Cue. SEl 
(0171-928 7616/cc 494 5372) 
BR/© Waterloo. Mon-Sac 7.30pm. 
[4] 2.30pm. [7] 3pm. E7.50-E30. 
180 mins. 


ROYAL NATIONAL THEATRE 
• COTTESLOE: Guiding Star 
Jonathan Harvey's play gives a lec- 
‘deracoountaf the life of mHsborough 
disaster survivoc In rep. tonight 
7.30pm. ends 5 Apr. 1 50 mins. 


O LYTTELTON: The CoOeen Bmn 
Dion Boudcauit's drama of love and 
intrigue across the classes in 19th 
century Ireland. In rep, tonight 
7.30pm. ends 27 Mar. 


BRISTOL 

CUBE (01 14-907 4 1 91 ) The Doom 
Generation (18) 8pm 


• ANIMAL CRACKERS Stage 
version of the Marx Brothers’ clas- 
sic from the Royal Exchange The- 
atre. Lyric Shaftesbury Avenue. W1 
(0171 -494 5045) © Picc Ore. Mon- 
Sat 7.45pm. [4] [7] 3pm. £9.50-£30. 


• OLIVIER: TraHus and Cre&skfe 
Shakes peare's reinvention of Homer 
In rep. tonight 7pm, ends 19 May. 
1 50 mins. Olivier fir lyttiefort £9-£27. 
Cottesioe: £12-£18. South Bank. SEl 
(0171-452 3000) BR/© Waterloo. 


First Can 

ADD N TO X is the latest German electronic^ group 
to play the IJK, with a short tour next month. The band’s 
synth-kitsch rode is the source of either complete 
confusion or an ecstatic trance in their audience, and 
you’d aspect no less from a group whose name is taken 
from an algebraic formula. Avant-garde, but not for 
the faint-hearted 

Wedgeicood Rooms. Portsmouth (027CS 8639W 20 Apr, 
Princess Charlotte, Leicester (0116-255 3956) 22 Apr; 
Garage, London ( 0171-607 ISIS) 23 Apr, Riverside, 
Newcastle (0191-261 4386) 29 Apr LeadmiH Sheffield 
(0114-275 4500) 2 May 


l y-M 

l-V-J 


STREATHAM 

ABC (0870-902 041 5) BR: Streatham 
Hill Patch Adams 2.1 5pm, 5,45pm, 
6.20pm Shakespeare In Love 
2.25pm, 5 35pm. 625pm This War's 
Love 5.25pm. 8.30pm 


WATERSHED (0117-925 3845) 
rVwfita Durango (18) 6pm. 8,30pm 
Central Station (15) 6.10pm, 
8.40pm 


ODEON (08705-050007) BR: 
Streatham Hill/© Brixton Beloved 
1 2.45pm, 4. 1 5pm. 7.45pm A Bug's 
Life 2.10pm. 4.10pm How Stella 
Got her Groove Back 6.05pm. 
8.35pm Pleasantville 12.30pm. 
3.10pm. 5 50pm, 8.30pm The Thin 
Red Line 12.40pm. 4.10pm. 
7.40pm Ybu’ve Got M@il 1 2.40pm, 
3.15pm. 5.50pm. 8.30pm 


CAMBRIDGE 

ARTS (01 223-504444) Festen (1 5) 
12pm. 7.15pm Central Station 
(15) 2.15pm. 9.20pm Stalker 
(PG) 4.20pm 


I ART Tom Mannion, Danny Webb, 
and Gary Olsen in Sonina Reza's 
comedy about art and friendship. 
Wyndham’s Charing Cross Road. 
WC2 (0171-369 1 73& , cc 867 1 1 1 1) 
© Leic 5q. Tue-Sat 8pm. (4) 3pm. 
[71(1 1 5pm. £9.50-£27.50. 90 mins. 


ROYAL SHAKESPEARE COMPANY 
O THE BARBICAN: The Lion, the 
Wteh attache WardreteMrian No- 
ble directs Adrian MhcfadTs adapta- 
tion of the CS Lewis Narnia riawwin 
In rep. tonight 7.1 5pm. ends 8 May. 


CARDIFF 

CHAPTER ARTS CENTRE (01222- 
399666) Girls Town (15) 2.30pm. 
7.30pm La .Vie Revfie des Anges 
(18) 8.15pm 


1 BEAUTY AND THE BEAST Lav- 
ish family musical based on Dis- 
My’s cartoon version of the fewwrite 
feiiy tale. Dominion Tottenham Court 
Road. Wl (0171-656 1888) ©Tott 
Cc Rd. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [4|(7] 
2.30pm. £18.50- £35. 150 mins. 


• THE PIT: Shadows: Riders to the 
Sea frthe Shadow of the Gfcn fir Pur- 
gatory Triple-bill of drama by 
WB Yeats and JM Synge. In rep. 
today 2pm & 7.15pm. ends 27 Mac 
The Pic £1 1 -£ 1 8.50. Barbican Centre. 
EC2 (01 71-6388891) BR/G’ Barbican. 


Last Call 

LONDON’S FIRST festival of literature is launched 
tomorrow, celebrating all aspects of writing from 
poetry to fantastical fiction. The Barbican plays host 
to several respected literary figures who will give talks 
during the carnival-style event, the first of which takes 
place this Sunday. The Literary Trio programme invites 
Terry Pratchett, Richard Holmes mid Joseph Heller 
(right) to discuss some of their celebrated works, and 
the arguments which they have provoked. 

Barbican Centre, London EC2 (0171-638 8891) 21 Mar 



SUTTON 

UCI 6 (0990-888990) BR: Sut- 
ton/© Morden A' Bug's Life 
1.05pm. 3.30pm, 6pm, 8.30pm 
Little Voice 2pm, 7pm Madeline 
2.15pm Patch Adams 12.50pm. 
3.45pm. 6.30pm. 9.15pm Shake- 
speare in Love T.20pm. 4pm. 
6.45pm. 9.30pm The Thin Red Une 
12.35pm. 4.15pm. 8pm This Year’s 
Love 4.30pm. 9.20pm tou’ve Got 
M@il 4.30pm. 7.10pm. 9.45pm 


IPSWICH 

FILM THEATRE (01 473-21 5544) 
Computer Animation (NC) 8.1 5pm 
Unagi (18) 6pm Pecker (18) 
2.30pm. 6.15pm, 8-30pm 


• BLOOD BROTHERS Wlfr Rus- 
selTs long-canning Liverpool musi- 
cal melodrama. Phoenix Charing 
Cross Road. WC2 (01 71 -369 1 733) 
© Leic Sq/Tott Cc Rd. Mon-Sac 
7.45pm. (5) 3pm. (7) 4pm. £1 1.50- 
£32.50. 165 mins. 


• YOUNG VXL- Talk of the City 
Stephen Poliakoff's look at censor- 
ship in the early days of the BBC. 
In rep. today 2pm & 7.1 5pm. ends 
25 Mar. RSC at the \foung Vic 
£l4-£20. The Cue SEl (0171-928 
6363) BR/© Waterloo. 


LEICESTER 

PHOENIX ARTS (0116-255 4854) 
Dobermann (18) 6.15pm Hideous 
Kinky (15) 8.45pm 


• BUDDY Musical biog-show trac- 
ing the brief life of Buddy Holly 
Strand Aldwych. WQ (0171-930 


8800) e Covent Garden/Charing X. 
Tue-Thur 8pm. Fri 5.30pm 6 
8.30pm. Sat Spm & 8.30pm. mats 
(1) 4pm. £10-£30. half price Fri 
mats. 160 mins. 


SWISS COTTAGE 
WARNER VILLAGE FINCHLEY 
ROAD (0171-604 3059) « Finch- 
ley Road A Bug's Life 1.30pm. 
3.50pm. 6.10pm. 8.20pm Patch 
Adams 12.30pm. 3.10pm, 5.50pm, 
8.25pm Pleasantville 1.15pm, 
3.55pm, 6.40pm. 9.30pm Shake- 
speare in Love 12.50pm. 3.40pm, 
6.20pm. 9. 1 5pm The Thin Red Line 
I pm, 2pm. 4.25pm. 5.30pm. Spm. 
9pm This Year’s Love 1 ,20pm. 4pm, 
6.30pm, 9.10pm Urban Legend 
10.25pm You've Got M@U 
12.40pm, 3.25pm, 6.05pm. 8.45pm 


NORWICH 

CINEMA CTTY (01603-622047) 
The Opposite of Sex (18) 5.45pm 
The Philadelphia Story (U) 
2.30pm, 8.1 5pm 


» SATURDAY PHGHT FEVER Hit 

1970s miutirol featuring legendary 
songs by the Bee Gees and starring 
Adam Garcia. London palladium 
Argyll Street. W1 (0171-494 5020) 
©Oxford Grc. Man-Sat 730pm. [4][7| 
2.30pm. £10- £32.50. 135 mins. 


THEATRE ROYAL The Price Com- 
pelling drama about two estranged 
brothers. Mon-Wed 7.30pm. Thur- 
Sat 8pm. mat Sat 2.30pm. ends 
10 Apr. £3-£l9.conc5 available. King 
Street (0117-987 7877) 


Exhibitions Classical 


EVENTS 


CARDIFF 

NEW THEATRE Happy Days The hit 
TV series live on stage. Mon-Thur 
7.30pm. Fri&Sar 530pm 6 8.30pm. 
ends 20 Mar. £8-£ 18.50. cones 
waitable. Park Place (01222-878889) 


PLYMOUTH 

PLYMOUTH ARTS CENTRE 
(01752-2061 14) La Classe de 
Neige (15) 8pm 


•CATS Lloyd Wetibo^s musical ver- 
sion of TS Eliot’s poems. New 
London Parker Street, WC2 
(0171-405 0072) © Covent Gar- 
den/Holborn. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. 
(3) [7] 3pm. E10.50-E35. 165 mms. 


* SHOCKHEADED PETER Junk 
opera, featuring the Tiger Lillies, 
lyric Ha mm ersmith King Street W6 
(0181-741 2311 JO- Hammersmith. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm, (7j 2.39pm. ends 
10 Apr. £5-E18. 


Cinema 


COUNTRYWIDE 


TURNPIKE LANE 

CORONET (0181-8882519) ©Turn- 
pike Lane. Patch Adams 3.40pm. 
6.05pm, 8.30pm This War's Love 
4.05pm, 6.15pm, 8.40pm Urban 
Legend 3.45pm. 6pm. 8.40pm 


BRIGHTON 

VIRGIN (0541-555145): A Bug’s 
Life (U); Jack Frost (PG); Jungle 2 
Jungle (PG); Madeline (U): Patch 
Adams (12): Pleasantville (12); 
Saving Private Ryan (15): 
Shakespeare sn Love (1 5) : The Thki 
Red Line (15); This Year's Love (18); 
You’ve Got M@H (PG) 


k CHICAGO Maria Friedman and 
Nicola Davies star in this hit Broad- 
way musical. Adelphi Maiden Lane. 
WC2 (0171-344 0055) -0- Charing 
X_ Mon-Sat 8pm. [41(71 3pm. £16- 
£36 (ind booking fee). 130 mins. 


O SLAVA’S SNOWSHOW Sava 

Mamm pr phirnK ln li'nHmi i ritti hie 

mesmeric show that takes ail ages 

h^kta the realms of rhilHteh rfetighf 
naatfily Denman Street W1 (0171- 
369 1 734) 9 Picc Circ Mon-Sat 
730pm. (5)171 2.30pm. £10-£27.50. 


CHELTENHAM 

EVERYMAN THEATRE Smokey 
Joe’s Cafe The rock'n’roll hit-mak- 
ers celebrated in a musical revue. 
Mon-Thur 7.45pm. Fri 6 Sat 6pm & 
9pm, ends 20 Mar. E7.5O-E20. 
Regent Street (01242-572573) 


BATH 

THE ROYAL PHOTOGRAPHIC 
SOCIETY Between Two Worlds: 
Pioneeri ng British Women Photog- 
raphers Including Madam Yevonde. 
On the Whten Silvia Fervan and 
Christian Ynaraja Artists from 
BfRdona present large photogaphs. 
Memory and Skin: Joy Gregory 
Interactive photographic installa- 
tion. Mon-Sun 93Qam-530pm. ends 
21 Mar. £230. The Octagon Galleries. 
Mitsom Street (01225-462841) 


BASINGSTOKE 

THE ANVIL BBC Symphony Or- 
chestra/Davis Schumann's Konc- 


ertstuclc for Four Homs and 
Beethoven s Pastoral Symphony. 


Tonight 7.45pm. £10.50- £2 4. 50. 
Churchill Way (01256-844244) 


BRISTOL 

COLSTON HALL Bournemouth Sym- 
phony Orchestra/Kreriberg Sor&s by 
Mahler and Schmidt's -4th Symphony. 
Tonight 7.30pm. E8-E21.60. 
Colston Street (01 1 7-922 3686) 


• THE COMPLETE WORKS OF 
WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 
(flpm nrm) 

Company fast-forwards through 37 
plays. Criterion Piccadilly Grots, W1 
(01 71-369 1 747) © Picc Ore. Wed- 
Sat 8pm. (5j 3pm, [7] Spm. [1] 4pm. 
E10-E25. 120 mins. 


• STARLIGHT EXPRESS Andrew 
IfoytiWabber^hkacfa ral e winidcal 
Apollo Victoria WHton Road. SW1 
(0171-416 6070) BR© Victoria. 
Mon-Sat 7.45pm. [3|(7I 3pm. 
£1 2.50-E30. 150 mins. 


CHICHESTER 

.CHICHE S T ER FESTIVAL THEATRE 
Loot Ml Cfaa el S3phw»lr and IJtitia 
Dean star in Joe Orton’s black com- 
edy- Mon-Frl 7.30pm. Sat 5.30pm 
& 830pm. ends 20 Mar. E6.50-E2I . 
OakJands Park (01243-781312) 


BRIGHTON 

BRIGHTON MUSEUM AND ART 
GALLERY Mary Ptotter (1900-1981) 
R Hiosjawli ve of the artist’s figurative 
paintings Mon, Tue, Thur-Sar 1 0am- 
5pm. Sun 2pm-5pm. ends 28 Mar, 
free Church Street (01273-290900) 


LONDON 

QUEEN ELIZABETH HALL London 
Mozart Ptoyers/Bamert Mozart's 
Gran Partita Wind Serenade and 4 th 
Symphony. Tonight 7.45pm. £7.50- 
£19.50. South Bank Centre. SEl 
(0171-960 4242) BR© Waterloo. 


SURREY OIIAY5 

Ua (0990-888990) ©Surrey Quays 
Beloved 8.30pm A Bug’s Life 
1.05pm, 2pm. 3.30pm. 4.30pm. 
Spm. 8.40pm Jack Frost 2.10pm. 
4.40pm Little Voice 5.50pm Made- 
line 1 .30pm. 3.40pm Patch Adams 
12.50pm, 3.45pm. 630pm. 9.10pm 
Pleasantville 12.15pm. 3.10pm. 
6.20pm. 9pm Shakespeare in Love 
1.20pm. 4pm. 6.40pm. 9.20pm 
Stepmom 7pm The Thin Red Line 
1 2.40pm. 4.1 5pm. 8pm This Year’s 
Love 6.50pm. 9.30pm Urban Leg- 
end 9.40pm You've Got M@H 
1 2.30pm. 3.20pm. 6.10pm, 8.50pm 


CARDIFF 

UO 12 (0870-603 4567); Antz 
(PG); A Bug’s Life (U); Enemy of me 
State (1 5): Hum Aapfee Ham Koun-! 
(U); Jack Frost (PG); little Ubioe (1 5); 
Lock, Stock 6 Two Smoking 
Barrels (18); Madeline (U): Patch 
Adams (12); PteasantviUe (12): 
The Prince of Egypt (U); Saving 
Private Ryan (1 5); Shakespeare to 
love (15); The Thin Red line (15); 
This Year’s Love [1 8); The Truman 
Show (PG): Urban Legend (18); very 
Bad Thfogs (18): La Vita 6 Bella (PG) 
You've Got M@fl (PG) 


O COPENHAGEN Drama from 
Michael Frayn about the discovery 
of the atom. Duchess Catherine 
Street. WC2 (0171-494 5075/ 
cc 344 4444) ■©■ Covent Garden. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm. (5][7J 2.30pm. 
£1 0-E30. 145 mins. 


I TRUST Gary Mitchell's explosive 
new drama. Royal Court Upstairs 
(at The Ambassadors) west Street. 
WC2 (0171 -565 5000} © lek Sq. 
Mon-Sat 7pm. ends 3 Apr. 
£10, cones £5. 


EASTBOURNE 

CONGRESS THEATRE Barnum Rod 
up for Aster Duncan’s performance in 
this dassicmusicaL Tue-Sat 7.30pm. 
mats Thur St Sat 2.30pm. ends 20 
Mar. £8-£ 19.50. cones available. 
Compton Street (01323-412000) 


BRISTOL 

ARNOLFINI Accelerator Work by 
contemporary artists, including 
Hilary Uqyd. Mon-Sat 10am-7pm. 
Sun 1 2nooo-6pm. ends 28 Mar, free. 
Narrow Quay (01 1 7-929 91 91 ) 


ROYAL FESTIVAL HALL Phllhar- 
monia/Zander -Mahler's epic 5th 
Svmphony. Tonight 7.30pm £5- 
£30. 


MUSIC 

POP 


• DEFENDING THE CAVEMAN 

Mark Little stars in this witty and 
wise comedy about the sexes. Apol- 
lo Shaftesbury Avenue. WI (01 71 - 
494 5070) © Picc Ore. Mon-Thur 
Spm. Fri-Sat 6pm & 8.45pm. 
£5-£25. cones available. 


• VASSA Howard Davies directs a 
stage version of Maxim Gorky’s tale 
of a matriarch and her downtrodden 
family. Albery St Martin's Lane. 
WC2 (0171-369 1730) © Leic Sq. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [5](7] 3pm, 
ends 27 Mar. £5-£29.50. 


EXETER 

NORTHCOTT THEATRE Buried 
Alive Philip Osment’s play about a 
photographer who cultures a honific 
execution on film. Mon -Fri 7.30pm. 
Sat 8pm. ends 27 Mar. E7-£15. 
Stocker Road (01 392-493493) 


UXBRIDGE 

ODEON (08705-050007) ©Uxbridge 
A Bug’s Life 1.10pm. 3.20pm. 
5.30pm Patch Adams 1.10pm, 
3.35pm. 6.05pm. 835pm The Thin 
Bed Line 7.40pm 


WALTHAMSTOW 

ABC (0870-902 0424) © Vlfeltham- 
stow Central Patch Adams 2.15pm. 
5.15pm. 8.15pm Shakespeare In 
Love 2.10pm, 5.15pm. 8.10pm 
You’ve Got M@ll 1.55pm. 
5.05pm. 8.15pm 


IPSWICH 

ODEON (08705-050007); 
A Bug’s Life (U); Elizabeth (15); 
Jack Frost (PG); Madeline (U); 
Les MisCrables (12); Mulan (U): 
Patch Adams (12); Pleasantville 
(12): Shakespeare in Love (15); 
Small Soldiers (PG); The Thin Red 
Line (1 5): YbuVe Got M@n (PG) 


• DR DOUTTLE Phillip Schofield 
talk* to the animals In this new 
Stage aiiaptaKnn featuring .Tim Hen- 
son Puppets. London Apollo Ham- 
mersmith Queen Caroline Street. W6 
(0171-416 6022) ©Hammersmith. 


• TIE WEIR Conor McPherson's 
drama is set in Ireland and examines 
ideas of ghosts and angels. Royal 
Court Downstairs (at the Duke of 
York's) St Martin's Lane. WC2 
(0171-565 5000) © Leic Squar- 
ing X. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. |4][7J 
330pm. E5-E25. 90 mins. 


GUILDFORD 

YVONNE ARNAUD THEATRE Earth 
and Sky TOriDeraboutaHjrarianwho 
thinks she knows her boyfriend well 
until there is a murder starring Sam 
Janus. Mon-Thur 7.45pm. Fri & Sat 
8pm. mats Thur & Sat 2.30pm. ends 
20 Mar. E10-E2030. cones avaflabte 
MMbrook (01483-440000) 


CAMBRIDGE 

RTZWIUJAM MUSEUM Picasso 
and Madsse (forks from the muse- 
um's collection. Ends 1 1 Apr. 
Recent Acquisitions of Contem- 
porary American Prints Etchings of 
the East Co3st, lithographs, woodcuts 
andscreenprints. Ends 2 May free. 
Rembrandt and the Passion Ihe 
museum’s outstanding collection of 
prints. Tue-Sat 10am-5pm. Sun 
2.15pm-5pm. ends 20 Jun, free. 
Trumpmgton Street (01 223-332900) 


1MGMORE HALL Somerie Vivaldi's 
Four Seasons. Tonight 7.30pm 
£8-£16.Wigmore Street. Wl (0171- 
935 2141) e Bond Street. 


CAMBRIDGE 

ERROL BROWN Tin* ex-Hot Choco- 
late vocalist's ‘’Still Susy” lour. Cbm 
Exchange Wheeler Street (01223- 
357851) Tonight Spm. phone 
for (vices. 


OPERA 


EXETER 

ROYAL ALBERT MEMORIAL MU- 
SEUM The Art of Ifida Carline: Mrs 
Stanley Spencer The first major ex- 
hSation dedicated to the pauttmp of 
Spencer’s first wife. Mon-Sac 1 0am- 

5pm. ends 3 May. free. Queen 
Street (01392-265858) 


LONDON 

LONDON COLISEUM English Na- 
tional Opera in Mephlstopheles 
Boito’s opera, .after Goethe, in a new 
production directed by lan Judge. 
Tonight 730pm. ends 29 Apr. E5-E5S. 
St. Martin's Lane. WC2 (0171-632 
8300) © Leicester Square. 


LONDON 

CAMPAG VELOCET EvaLs-dmch 
skunk rockers air tracks from Uieir 
debut LP 100 Club Oxford Street. 
Wl (01 71-636 0933} -©Oxford Cir- 
cus. Tonight Spin. In 50. 


LIBIDO. SERUM. TOYTOWN Strong 
indie rock triple bill. Barfly at the 
Falcon Royal College Sum, NVVi 
(0171 -482 4808) ■© Camden Town 
Tonight 8.30pm £5. clkks 14 


Dance 


HEFNER Borders Indie favourites' 
showcase. Oxford Street Wl T (01 1 1 - 
292 1600}© Oxford Circus Tonight 
7pm. free. 


Tue-Sat 7.30pm. [4J(7] 2.30pm. 
E12.50-E32.50. 150 mins. 


WA1TON-ON-THAMES 
THE SCREEN AT WALTON (01 932- 
252825) BR: Walton-on-Thames 
Hideous Kinky 3pm, 5.40pm The 
Thin Red Line 7.40pm You’ve Got 
M@ll 3.30pm, 6.05pm, 8.35pm 


WELL HALL 

CORONET (0181-850 3351} BR: 
Eltham Patch Adams 3.40pm. 
6.05pm, 8.30pm You've Got M@U 
3.20pm. 5.50pm, 8.25pm 


LUTON 

CINEWORLD (01582-400705); 
Bekwed (15): A Bug’s Life (U); 
Dihnrale Dulhania Le Jayenge (PG); 
Oil Se (PG); Jack Frost (PG); 
Laa Warts (PG): Lai Badshah (PG); 
Uttie Voice (15); Madeline (U); 
Ftah Adans (1 2): PleasanEvfle (1 2); 
Saving Private Ryan (15); The Se- 
cret Garden (U); Shakespeare in Love 
(15); Stepmom (12); The Swan 
FYincess (U); The Thm Red Lne (1 5): 
This Ybar*s Love (18): Titanic (12); 
Urban Legord (1 3): Very Bad Things 
(18); You've Got M@fl (PG) 


t GOOD Charles Dance stars in 
CP Thytor's deceptively humorous 
drama. Donmar Ubrehouse Earfliam 
Street. WC2 (0171-369 1732) 
©Covent Garden. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 
I5JI7] 3pm. ends 22 May E14-E22. 
cones available. 


• WEST SIDE STORY Brand new 
production of Bernstein's classic 
musical, attempting to recreate the 
feel of the original Broadway hit 
Prince of VU&es Coventry Street, Wl 
(0171-839 5987} © Leic Sq/Picc 
Grc Mon-Sat 7.45pm, [5J[7] 3pm. 
£18.50-£35. 160 mins. 


LEICESTER 

HAYMARKET THEATRE a Passion- 
ate Woman Kay MeQor's poignant 
comedy about a Leeds raian. Tue-Sat 
7.30pm. mat Wed 2.30pm. ends 
20 Mar. E6.50-E14.50. cones avail- 
able. Bdgrawe Gate (01 1 6-253 9797) 


I GREASE Energetic stage version 
of the hit film, starring Darren Day. 
Cambridge Eariham Street. WC2 
(0171-494 5080) ©Covent Garden. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm. (41[7J 3pm. £10- 
£32.50. 1 50 mins. 


O WHISTLE DOWN THE WIND 

LJayd Webber's new musical based 
mi the film of the same name. Ald- 
wyeft AJdwych. WC2. (0171-416 
6000/cc 836 2428) © Holbom. 
Mon-Sac 7.45pm. (5][7| 3pm. 
£10-£32.50. 120 mins. 


NEWBURY 

CORN EXCHANGE A Lovely Sun- 
day for Creve Coeur Odd-ball com- 
edy about thirtysomething women. 
Tonight 7.45pm. £8, cones £6. 
Market Place (01 635-522733) 


LONDON 

BARBICAN ART GALLERY Africa 
by Africa: A Photographic View Im- 
ages from sub-Saharan Africa. 
Picasso and Photography: The 
Dark Mirror Warks exploring the 
Spanish master’s relationship with 
photography Mon. Thur-Sar 1 0am- 
6.45pm. Tue 1 0am-5.45pm. Wed 
10am-7.45pm.Sun 1 2noon-6.45pm. 
ends 29 Mar. E5. cones £3. from 
Mon -Fri £3 after 5pm. Silk Street, 
EC2 (0171-638 4141) ©Barbican. 


LONDON 

SAD LER’S WELLS AT THE PEACOCK 
THEAlkt Paco Rena Flamenco pre- 
sents La Musa Gitana Flamenco 
dance, sang and guitac Tue-Sat 8pm. 
mat Sat & Sun 3pm, ends 20 Mar 
E7.50-E35. Portugal Street. WC2 
(01 71-863 8222) © Holbom. 


SYMPOSIUM. FUNGUS Boisterous 
post-Brit noise-pop, with Swedish 
metal support The Garage Highbury 
Corner (0171-607 18191 BR.© 
Highbury & Islington Tonight 
8.30pm. E7.50. 


W1LLESDEN 

BELLE -VUE (0181-830 0822) © 
Willesden Green Aa Ab Laut Chalen 
1 pm Shakespeare in Love 6.30pm. 
9pm Small Soldiers 4.30pm 


WIMBLEDON 

ODEON (08705-050007) BR/© 
Wimbledon A Bug’s Life 1.10pm 
Patch Adams 12.50pm, 3.20pm. 
5.50pm. 8.30pm Pleasantville 
2.30pm, 5.45pm. 8.25pm Shake- 
speare in Love 2.55pm. 5.45pm. 
8.25pm The Thin Red Line 
1 2.50pm. 4.10pm. 7.40pm YbuVe 
Got M@il 12.25pm. 3.10pm. 
5.50pm. 8.30pm 


NEWPORT 

VIRGIN (0541-550516); A Bug’s 
Life (U); Enemy of the State (1 5); 
Hum Aapke Oil Metn Rehte Hain 
(PG): Jack Frost (PG): Uttie Voice 
(15): Madeline (0): Patch Adams 
(12); PleasantvHle (12); Saving Pri- 
vate Ryan (15); Shakespeare in 
Love (15); Stepmom (12); The Thin 
Red Line (1 5); TNs Year’s Love (18); 
Thumbellna (U): Urban Legend 
(1 8); You’ve Got M@il (PG) 


• GROSS INDECENCY: THE 
TORS TRIALS OF OSCAR WILDE 

Michael Pennington and William 
Hoyland in Moses Eaufinan's recon- 
struction of the downfall of the cele- 
brated playwright. Gielgud 
Shaftesbury Avenue. Wl (0171-494 
5065) © Picc Grc Mon-Sat 7.45pm. 
[4|[7J 2.30pm. E7.50-E29.50. 


• THE WOMAN IN BLACK Susan 
Hill's ch i lling ghost story Fortune 
Russell Street. WC2 (0171-836 
2238/cc 344 4444) © Covent Gar- 
den. Mon-Sat 8pm. [3] 3pm, (71 
4pm. £8.50-£23.5Q. 1 10 mins. 


NORWICH 

THEATRE ROYAL Antony and 
Cleopatra Cathy TVson stars in this 
new production fry the English Shake- 
speare Company Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 
macs Wed & Sac 2.30pm, end 
20 Mar. £3-£l 5.50, cones available. 
Theatre Street (01603-630000) 


DESIGN MUSEUM Mini: 40 Years 
of a Design Icon Mini's designed by 
celebrities mark the 40th anniversary 
of the vehicle. Ends 9 May. 

Modern Britain 1927-1939 In- 
dudes works by Francis Bacon. Paul 
Nash and Barbara Hepworth. Phone 
for times, ends 18JuI. E5.25, cones 
£4 (to museum). Shad Thames, SEl 
(01 71 -378 6055) © Tower HW. 


SADLER’S WELLS Northern Bailee 
Theatre: Dracula SpinfrdiiBingvara- 
^staycteweographedbyGaWeand 
Barrett-Pink. Today 2.30pm & 
7.30pm. ends 27 Mar. E7.50-E32.50. 
Rosebery Avenue. EC1 (0171-863 
8000) ©Angel. 


EDD1 READER SL Patrick s weekend 
special by the winsome Caledonian 
popchanieusc. Mean Fiddler Harfcs- 
den High Street. NW10 (0181-961 
5490) BR. Willesden Junction. 
Tonight 8pm. £10. 


WOKING 

NEW VICTORIA THEATRE Rambert 
Dance Company: Cruel Garden 


Exploration of the life and wort of 
Fbaerico Garda Lorca inco r pora tin g 


THE SUPERBS. VELOSON1C. THE 
ROCK1NGHORSES. THE LAZY- 
BIRDS Thp quality indie pop from the 
Superior Quality Recordings label 
The Monarch Chalk Farm Raid, NW1 
(0171-916 1049) © Chalk Farm. 
Tonight 8pm. phone for prices. 


Ftederico Garda Lorca inc o rpora tin g 
text and song. Tonight 8pm. £7.50- 
£19.50. Peacocks Arts 6 Enter- 
tainments Centre (01483-761 1 44) 


HEAD MIX COLLECTIVE Innovative 
global-dance outfit Paradise Bar 
New Cross Road. SEl 4 (0181-692 
1530) ©New Cross Gate. Tonight 
9pm. £3. 


Theatre 

BEYOND THE WEST END 


WOOD GREEN 

NEW CURZON (0181-347 6664) 
© Turnpike Lane Aa Ab Laut Chalen 
8.45pm Daag 2pm Kaehche 
Dhaage 5.30pm 


POOLE 

UCI 10 (0870-603 4567): 
A Bug's Ufe (U); Dancing at Lugh- 
nasa (PG); Jack Frost (PG): Aa Ab 
Laut Chalen (PG); Uttie Voice 
(1 5): Madeline (U); The Parent Trap 
(PG): fttch Adams (12): Pleas- 
antvHle (12): Saving Private Ryan 
(15): Shakespeare in tiwe (15): 

Small Soldiers (PG): Stepmom 
(1 2): The Thin Red Line ( 1 5): This 
Year’s Love (18): Urban Legend 
(18): You’ve Got M@U (PG) 


IAN INSPECTOR CALLS Stephen 
Daldry’s widely-acclaimed produc- 
tion of JB Priestley's thrillec Garrick 
Charing Cross Road. WC2 (01 7 1 -494 
5085) © Leic Sq. Mon-Fri 7.45pm. 
Sat 8.1 5pm, (4) 2.30pm. (7J 5pm. 
E12-E29.50. 1 10 mins. 


ALMEIDA THEATRE Speer Klaus 
Maria Brandauer in Esther VUar's 
ta n t al isi ng new drama. Mon-Sat 
7.30pm. mats Sat 3pm. ends 27 Mar. 
E9.50-E19.50. cones available. 
Almeida Street. N1 (0171-359 
4404) ©Angel. 


OXFORD 

PLAYHOUSE THEATRE The Weir 
Conor McPherson's drama about 
ghosts and angels. Mon-Thur. Sac 
7.30pm. mats Thur & Sat 2.30pm. 
ends 20 Mar. £3-£1 9.50. Beaumont 
Street (01865-798600) 


I MACBETH Rufus Sewell and Sal- 
ly Dexter portray thwarted ambition. 
Queen's Shaftesbury Avenue. Wl 
(0171-494 S040/CC 344 4444) 
© Picc Ore. Mon-Sat 7.30pm, J7J 
2.30pm. ends 5 Jun. £1 0.50-E28.50. 


WOODFORD 

ABC (0181-989 3463) © South 
Woodford Patch Adams 2.40pm. 
5.50pm. 8.20pm Shakespeare in 
Love 2.40pm. 5.30pm. 8.10pm 
You've Got M@il 2.30pm. 
5.20pm. 8.10pm 


PORTSMOUTH 

ODEON (08705-050007): A Bug’s 
Ufe (U): Dr Doll trie (PG): Made- 
line (U); Mulan (U); Pleasantville 
(12): Small Soldiers (PG); The 
Thin Red Line (7 5); This Year’s Love 
(1 8): You've Got M@fl (PG) 


• THE MEMORY OF WATSt 
Alison Steadman and Julia Sawalha 
star in this touching comedy about 
three sisters returning home for 
their mother’s funeraL Vaudeville 
Strand. WC2 (0171-836 9987) 
BR/© Charing X. Mon-Sat 8pm, 
I5][71 3pm. £8-£27.50. 120 mins. 


ARTS THEATRE Howard Crab- 
tree's When Pigs Fly Gay nnydcal 
poking fun at American culture. Tue- 
Frf 8pm. Sat 6pm & 8.30pm, Sun 
6pm. ends 3 Apr. £20-£25 cones £1 5. 
Great Newport Street. WC2 (0171- 
836 3334) © Leicester Square. 


PETERBOROUGH 
KEY THEATRE A Touch of Danger 
Tense thriller by Francis Diutoridge. 
Mon-Thur 7.30pm. Fri & Sat 8pm. 
mac Thur 2.30pm. ends 20 Mar. 
E8-E10.50. cones available. 
Embankment Road (01733-552439) 


HACKNEY fflTOE tarts’ Nfeht Out 
Hen-night comedy by Dave Simpson. 
Mon-Sat 8pm. ends 27 Mar. 
E7.50-E14.50. Mare Street E8 (0181- 
985 2424) BR: Hackney Central. 


READING 

THE MILL AT SONNING Laura Stage 
adaptation of the 1940s Em thriHer 
Mon-Sat 8.15pm (dinner 6.15pm). 
mats Sac 2.15pm [lunch 12.30pm), 
ends 27 Mac £21 ,95-£32.95 nd meal. 
Sonning Eye (01 18-969 8000) 


NATIONAL GALLERY Portraits by 
Ingres Major exhibition of works by 
the 13th-century French artist Mon 
6 Tue. Thur-Sun 10am-6pm, Wed 
1 0am- 7 Opm, ends 25 Apr. £6, cones 
£4. Wfed 7pm-10pm. £4. 

Orazio GentOeschi at the Court oF 
Charles I Rare exhibition explocmg the 
work of the i?cb-centuiylt3fian artist 
Mon & tie. Thur-Sun 1 Qam-6pm. Wed 
I0am-9pm. ends 23 May, free. 
Rogter\fen Der Weyden in the Na- 
tional Gahery Paintings by the 15th- 
century Netherlands' artist Mon & 
Tue. Thur-Sun 10am-6pm, Wed 
1 0am-9pm. ends 4 Jul. free. Trafal- 
gar Square. WC2 (0171-747 2885) 
©Charing Cross. 


Literature 


LONDON 

EDGE OF A DREAM - STILL I RISE 
Maya Jaggi examines the rise to 
prominence ol African American 
women writers, such as Ibnj Morri- 
son and Maya Angelou. Voice Bon, 
Royal Festival Hall South Bank SEl 
(0171-960 4242) BR/© Waterloo. 
Tonight 7.30pm. £4. cones £2.50. 


LYNDEN DAVID HALL Brit-oomi- 
nated soul singer. Shepherd’s Bush 
Empire Shepherd's Bush Green. 
W12 (0171-771 2000) © Shep- 
herd's Bush. Tonight 8.30pm. £10. 


HEAVEN 1 7 Welcome return by the 
stylish 1980s synth-pop pioneers. 
Sound Republic VUbrdour Street. WI 
(0171-413 1423) © Leicester 
Square. Tonight 7.30pm. £12. 


COMEDY 


WOOLWICH 

CORONET (0181-854 5043} 

BR: Woolwich Arsenal Pleasantville 
3pm. 5.35pm. 8 -20pm Urban Leg- 
end 3,45pm. 6pm. 8.40pm 


CINEMA 

Repertory 


UCI 6 (0870-603 4567): A Bug’s 
Ufe (U); Dancing at Lughnasa 
(PG); Uttie Voice (15); Madeline 
(U); Patch Adams (12): Shake- 
speare bi Love (15); There's Some- 
thing About Mary (1 5): The Thin 
Red Line (1 5): This Ybaris Lowe (18): 
You've Got M@rt (PG) 


I les MlSERABLES Musical 
dramatisation of Victor Hugo's mas- 
terpiece. Palace Shaftesbury Avenue, 
WT (0171-434 0909) © Picc Ore. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm. (51(71 2.30pm. 
E7-E35. 195 mins. 


HAMPSTEAD THEATRE A Small OT^ororeenagnevingnKJtaerana TATE GALLERY Art Now 17: LONDON tkuro 

Drop of Ink; Snake New work aet ter dau gtter s. Mon-Wed 7.30pm, Thomas Demand's Tunnel Looped COMEDY AT COSMIC COMEDY TAYLOR The Queen drum 

oc andaround the Finchley Road, fol- film trf travel in a tunnel explores or- CLUB TOthAddyBwgh, Dan Crinnion. his aibum. Electnc Ftrt 

lowing the lives of five local people. ^0 Mar. £^£15. ccm rajfcfole. ban life. Ends 25 Apr, free. Akm Francis. DannyBboy and MC ^ for Comwafl Bock Quay (01 B72 

18 & 19 Mar. 7pm & 9pm, ends Mai chouse Lane (01722-320333) Wcxks or Paper and Ftotfogs: Fran- Gordon Southara^ii^c9pm £5 262466). Tonight 8.30pm. £12.50 

1 Apr- £?‘ E12 - Avenue Road. NW3 cis Bacon Previously unknown paint- cones £3- Fulham Palace Road. W6 

(0171-722 9301) ©Swiss Cottage. „o«= _ . and drawings. Ends 2 May tree. I 01 7 1-381 2006) ©Hammersmith 

... MAYFLOWER THEATRE Annie Pharmacy: Damien Hirst Inqfnlln \ ffy rpT/h 

6 ° b of 11 k optimistic tion exploring modern medicine. SOUTHAMPTON iVlUSIC 

ton- WORLD. FOUC 

““SKSSS “l ,0,703 ‘ 7 ’ ,a "' sairi’S 

c^a 3 ^Sf m co e ?i dS Apr ' 51 WBflNS family £19 (Flrstcall 0870-842 Street (0845-6081818) 8 COURMY pimc 

E12-E14. cones £9. Upper Street. MAU1NG5 ARTS THEATRE Jiimn 2233 + £1 60 bookino fwl J COURTNEY PINE DJ-dnv«l con 

N1 (0171-226 1916)© Angel. “Cow HeavenDepctiM of an Eait Turner's Last Papers 1 S 820^51 Ex- YEOVIL I01?7 927 

RICHMOND THWRE Things We ^ AT P£ N 

Do For Love Belinda I«mg stars in fce - W Thelvlato ns 5 « 017 27 -844222) hu lato- work Ends 13 Jun. free. MILL HOTEL With the hilarious 

Alan Ayckbourn's comedy Mon-Sat ___ When Robots Rule -The One Mkiute Cognito, Dave FUlton and CARDin 

7.45S^mateV^&S TToom STRATFORD-UPON^VON Airplane Factory: Chris Burden In- MC Bentley. Tonight 8 3(tom fs EL*. ‘ 

ends 20 Mar. £8-£21 The GtS’ 3? E - 0THER PLACE The Dispute sfaflaikm of firing places explores Sherborne Road (01935-423081) sarded^freSbl^JISS rKS ^ 

ndHiML^BiwoSSi cootempocary fife. Ends 27 Jun. free. 23081) jj“ 

©Richmond 1 2.30pm. ends 20 Mar. £10-£ 19. Dangerous Liasons: Barbara Hep- ToniohMW^. ( ° l.c i 32 1 65 ' 

cones available. Southern Lane worth and Bed Nicholson Exam- T mr» «ht 9pm. £4. cones £3. 

(01789-295623) ining the cross fertiGsatum <rf the v>1-iUdj DORKING 

THFATRF swan THEATRE Vo [pane Mai- uI^s^lRodin and MARLENE VERPLANCK The 

• colm Starry plays the avaricious G^M^Espb^tefebtiiBshfo BRIGHTON g”™* chanhsuse. The 

COUNTRYWIDE between the^Sfon-sim^ V ™ E W (013 ?S‘ 

ditt 5 -50pm. ends 11 Jul. free. Milfoank. Toni e ht 88783, » fcn « hl 8pm. £10. ceres SB. 

BIKH ^5-£36. Waterade (01 789-295623) SW1 (0171-887 8000} © PtmBco. ^ LONDON 

THEATRE RCTYA*- Sleuth Peter SWINDON ST IVB MSWYN AFRICA QUARTETlriUB- 

SSS&S 

srasMSEsas a-rtrawe SSS 

( ° , 325 -« S8 « ) 

RPKTflL ^ sa 524481) Porthmeor Beach (01736-796226) LONDON organ grooves. Jazz Ca» Paricwa* 


SALISBURY 

SAUSBURY PLAYHOUSE The House 
of Bemarda Alba .Lorca's study of 
conffict between a grieving mother and 
ter daughters. Man-Wed 7.30pm, 1 
Thur-Sat 8pm. mac Thur 230pm. ends 
20 Mar. £8-£15. cones available. , 
Mai chouse Lane (01 722-320333) 


ROYAL ACADEMY OF ARTS Mon- 
et in the 20th Caitury Eighty paint- 
ings made in the 26 years after 1900. 
Mon-Thur. Sun 9am-6pm. Fri & Sac 
9am-1 0pm. ends 18 Apr. £9. cones 
£6. child (12-18) £3. chPd (8-11) 
£1.50. Burlington House. Piccadilly. 
Wl (0171-300 8000) ©Green Park. 


SIMON BREED AND THE BIRTH- 
MARKS, MALE NURSE. JOE WTT- 
NEY Darkly introspective sangsmith 
Breed tops a strong indie ML water 
Raes Theatre Gray’s Inn Road. WC1 
(0171-284 0077) BR/© King's 
Cross. Tonight 8.30pm. £5. cones E4. 


BRIGHTON 

LAUGHTER AKADEMY AT 
AKADEM1A Featuring Muki Kil- 
haa Bob Boyton and Shappl Khor- 
sandi plus a special secret guest 
Tonight 8.30pm. £5. cones £3.50. 
Manchester Street (01 273-709977) 


MILTON KEYNES 
TRIBUTE TO NOTHING, DBH Hard- 
core noise and grindcore ifouble-bfiL 
Woughton Centre Chatfron Way 
(01908-660392) Tonight 8pm,-. 
phone for prices. 


LONDON 

ONE LUMJERE Queensberry Place. 
SW7 (01 7 1 -838 2 1 44) UHormeur de 
Ma Famllle: British Premiere (NC) 
6.30pm Bent Familia: Introduced 
by Nouri Bouzkl (NQ 8.30pm 


ICA The Mall. SW1 (0171-930 
3647) The Eclipse (NQ 6.30pm 
Few of Us (NC) 7pm, Opm Le 
Arniche (NC) 9.15pm 


THE LUX Hawon Square. N 1 , (01 7 1 - 
684 0201) Blue Black Permanent 
(PG) 7pm A House In Jerusalem 
(NC) 9pm 


SOUTHAMPTON 
ODEON LEISURE WORLD {01 703- 
2221 1 1); Babe: Pig In the Cty (U); 
Beloved (15): Blade (18): A Bug’s 
Ufo (U); Don't Go Breaking my Heart 
(PG): DrDoBtde(PG); Enemy of the 
State (1 5); Godzfila (PG); Jack Frost 
(PG); Uttie Voice (15): Lock. Stock 
fir Two Smoking Barrels (1 8); Made- 
fine (U); Mulan (U): Patch Adams 
(1 2): Pfeasantvffle (1 2): Saving Pri- 
vate Ryan (1 5): Shakespeare In Love 
(15): Small Soldiers (PG): There’s 
Something About Mary (1 5); The 
Ihin Red Line (15): This tear's Love 

(IS): Urban Legend (18); Very Bad 

Things (18): TbuVe Got M@U (PG) 


I MISS SAIGON Musical whicii re- 
sets the Madam Butterfly tragedy 
Vietnam. Theatre Royal. Drury 
Lane Catherine Street, WC2 (01 71- 
494 5060) © Covent Garden. Mon- 
Sat 7.45pm. [4J[7J 3pm. £8 .50- £35. 
165 mins. 


KING'S HEAD, «JNGTON Gob 
Ex-TUe That good-looker Jason 
Orange stars in this blistering but 
comic attack on the bastions of art 
sod culture, Tue- Sun 8pm. macs Sat 
& Sun 3.30pm. ends 18 Apr. 
E12-E14. cones £9. Upper Street, 
N1 (0171-226 1916) ©Angd. 


SOUTHAMPTON 
MAYFLOWER THEATRE Annie 
Rags-to-ricfaes story of the optimistic 
wphan. 18 & 19 Mar. 7.30pm. 
ends 27 Mar. E12.50-E2 1 .50. 
Commercial Road (01703-71181 1) 


LONDON 

COMEDY AT COSMIC COMEDY 
Dan Crinnion 
Atm Francis, Danny Btwy and MC 
Gordon Southern. Ibnight 9pm. £5. 
cones £3. Fulham Palace Road. W6 
(0171-381 2006) © Hammersmith 


TRURO 

ROGER TAYLOR The Queen drum- 
mer tours his aibum. Electric fift 
Hafi for ComwaB Bock Quay (0 1 872- 
262466). Tonight 8.30pm. £12.50. 


» THE MOUSETRAP Agatha 
Christie’s evergreen whodunnit. 
SC Martin's Wfest Street WC2 (01 71 - 
836 1443) © Leic Sq. Mon-Sat 
8pm. [3| 2.45pm. [7J 5pm, 
£10-£24.50. 135 mins. 


NATIONAL FILM THEATRE South 
Bank, SEl (0171-928 3232) The 
Negotiator (IS) 2.30pm Make 
Mine Mink: Strictly T-T (NC) 
6.15pm Forbidden (NC) 6.30pm 
The Magnificent Ambereons (U) 
7.30pm Blood for Dracula (15) 
8.30pm Samba Traore (NQ 6.45pm 


SWINDON 

CINEWORLD (01793-420710); A 
Bug’s Ufe (U); Elizabeth (I S): Ene- 
my of the State (1 5): Holy Man (PG): 
Jack Frost (PG): Xadxbe Dhaage 
(PG): Uttie Vbfce (1 5); Madeline (U): 
Patch Adams (12); Pleasantville 
(1 2): Saving private Ryan (15); The 
Secret Garden (U): Shakespeare in 


• OKLAHOMA! Maureen Lipman 
stars in the National* acclaimed pro- 
duction of Rodgers and Hammer 
stein's cowboy versus farmhand 
musical. Lyceim Wellington Street. 
WC2 (0870-606 3446) © Charing 
X/Embankment. Mon-Sat 7.30pm, 
[4)[7) 2.30pm. ends 26 Jun. £10- 
£35. 180 mins. 


RICHMOND THEATRE Things We 
Do For Love Belinda Lang stars in 
Alan Ayckbourn’s comedy. Mon-Sat 
7.45pm. mats Wed & Sat 2.30pm, 
ends 20 Mar. E8-E21. The Green. 
Richmond. Surrey (0181 -940 0088) 
©Richmond. 


ST ALBANS 

MAOINGS ARTS THEATRE Jump 
to Cow Heaven Depiction of an East 
End villain on the run. Tonight 8pm. 
£6.50. The Makings (01 727-844222) 


SOUTHAMPTON 
JONGLglRS SOUTHAMPTON Ffea- 
turtng Ota. Cannelloni. Marcus Bru*- 
stocke, Simon Bligh and Helen 
Austin. Tonight 8.15pm. £8. High 
Street (0845-6081818) 8 


MUSIC 

Jazz, World, folk 


Theatre 

Countrywide 


STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 
THE OTHER PLACE The Dispute 
Marivaux’s quasi-scieiitific drama. 
2.30pm. ends 20 Mar. £10-£19. 
cones available. Southern Lane 
(01789-295623) 


YEOVIL 

LAUGHING CABARET AT PEN 
MILL HOTEL With the hilarious 
Cognit o. Dave Pulton and 
MC Bentley. Tonight 8.30pm. £5. 
Sherborne Road (01935-423081) 


BRISTOL 

COURTNEY PINE DJ -driven con- 
temporary urban jazz. Reece 0 
Firkin St Thomas Street (01 1 7-927 

7 ISO). Tonight 8pm. £10. 


◦THE PHANTOM OF THE OPBtA 

Andrew Lfoyd Webber's Gothic mua- 
caL Her Majesty's Haymarkec 5W1 
(0171-494 54£XYa: 344 4444) ©Pfcc 
Grc. Man-Sat 7.45pm. (41(71 3pm. 
£10-£35. 150 mins. 
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BRIGHTON 

CHANGING ATTITUDES TOWARDS 
WOMEN ART15TS IN THE UFE- 
TIME OF MARY POTTER Atat 
Sutherkmd nf the Unn-enuty of 
Brighton delivers an illustrated lee- 
tun:. Brighton Museum fit Art 
Gallery ituuch Street. Today 
I 05pm £2 (01 273-290900) 


CARDIFF 

SURFERS AGAINST SCIENCE 
Scientists who u}>pase thr Internet 
explain their Mews and ansvsw ques- 
tions. Techniques! Stuait Sticet. 
Tonight 7 30pm-9pm i!5. umes 
£3. 75. r.imJv £ 1 4 50 (museum en- 
trvl (UI222-4754I5) 
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Clubs 


CARDIFF 

ALEX MAGUIRE TRIO liigtlty re 
Bailed freeform pkuusL Cafe Jazz 
St Mary Street (01222-232161). 
Tonight 9pm. £4. conc.-i £3. 




K l’i 




BATH 

THEATRE ROYAL Sleuth Peter 
Bowies and Michael Maloney in 
Artthnny .Shaffer 3 *) in g emnus thnllpr 
Mon-Wed 7.30pm. Thur-Sat 8pm. 


SWAN THEATRE Vo [pane Mal- 
colm Starry plays the avaricious 
hero in Jonsotfs exuberant satire 
18 & 19 Mar. 7.30pm. ends 9 Oct.' 
E3-E36. Waterside (01 789-295623) 


SWINDON 

WYVEW1 THEATRE China Song 


BRIGHTON 

RESONANCE AT THE ZAP CLUB 
Karon plays techno-trance. Tonight 
1 NUS £3. Kings f&d 

Althea (01273-202407) 


DORKING 

MARLENE VERPLANCK The 
renowned cabaret chantcuse. The 
MbeermJD Rrigate Road (01306- 
88783 1 ) Tbnighi ^n. £ 1 0, cores £8. 
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STIVES 

ST IVES TATE GALLERY Quoit 
Momserrac Veronica Ryan KaiUe 


a;--' 
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PHOENIX High Road. N2 (0181-444 
6789) La Vita e Bella (PG) 1pm, 
3.40pm. 6.20pm, 9pm 


love (1 5); Stepmom (1 2); The Swan 
Princess (U);TheTMnIfedLhe(151: 


This Year's Love (18): Titanic (1 2): 
Urban Legend (18): La Vita 4 Bella 
(PG); YbuVe Got M@fl (PG) 


• RENT Musical inspired tty La Bo- 
h6me and set in modem day New 
terfc. Shaftesbury Shaftesbury Av- 


enue. WQ (07000-21 1221)© Hol- 
bom. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [4](7| 3pm. 


£12.50-£32.50. 160 mins. 


BRISTOL 

HIPPODROME THEATRE Phan- 
tom of the Opera Andrew Lksyd 
Webber's hoge hit musical Mon-Sat 
7.30pm. mats Wed 6 Sat 2.30pm, 
ends 22 May. £10- £30. St Au- 
guscines ftrade (01 1 7-929 9444) 


Square (01793-524481) 


WORTHING 

CONNAUGHT THEATRE On the 


WOLVERHAMPTON 
WOLVERHAMPTON ART GALLERY 


a,—i. Tn,n. — ~ ~ w - "wuomnmn vn hbi iwutnt 

Tom Sto^anTs farce set m Disasters of War. Caltot, Goya, Dix 
iKS a - Tue -^, 7 rt 30prn - macs ^three artists’ war etchings. Mon- 
&S0- Sat 1 0am-5pm. ends 20 Mar, free. 
L10S0. Union Place (01903-235333) Lichfield Street (Q1902-5S205S) 


Uttie Castle Street (Qi 392-493096) JBttMY SMITH fSweWttfeHamjwwd 

LONDON orgau grooves. Jazz Ca« Paricwajn 

RETURN OF THE GUTTERAn at fol 71-916 60601 ©CvmJW 
M«»ME JO JO’S Hedonistic W8te ° Wn ' Tbni S t,t 8 30 P^ ^ *>- 


*** * 






' 1 7m 


u * «« a toe AQRwa Appeal, with 

2am. £6. Brewer Street. Wl mi 7 1 . 
734 2473) © Piccadilly Circus 


NNENNA FREELONUteSCriahned 
US jazz vocalist. Ronnie Scotfs 
Frith Street. Wl (0171-439 0747) 
^ Leicester Square. Tonight 9pm 6 
T 1 -30pm. £1 2. mems E4. 
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RADIO 1 

{97&9QSMHzFMJ 
6-30 Zoe Bal ShOO Simon Mayta 
12JD0 Jo Whitey. 2J00 Mark Rad- 
cfrfta 4 jD0 Chris Moytea &45 
Newsbeat. GAO Dare Pearce &00 
Stas Lairacq - the Brering Sea- 
sion. KMM> Trade Update. KUO 
tfcbhn PeeL t&OO Andy Kershaw. 
2A0 CSve Wtoren. 4A0 - GAO 
Scott MSs. 

RADIO 2 

(88-902MHZFM) 

GAO Alex Lester 7.30 Sarah 
Kennedy. &30 Ken Buca tZDO 
Jmmy Ybung. 2jOO Ed Stewart 
5J05 Johnrie Wake* 7AO David Al- 
lan. 8.00 Paul Jones. 9iOO Punt 
and Dennis: ttfe Been a Bad Week. 
GAO At the Beeb: Ronnie Barker. 
See Pick of the Day. 10JQO The 
Alan Price Set KU30 Richard 
Afflnson. 12A0 Katrina Leskanich. 
3A0 - 4A0 Mo Dutta 
RADIO 3 
(9CX2^a4MHz FM ) 

6JDQ On Mr. 

RAO A/tasterworks. 

1030 Artist of the Wbek. 
tlAO Sound Stories. 

12-00 Composer of the Week: 

•>' Strauss. 

■LOO The Radio 3 Lunchtime Con- 
cert The Munich-based Rosamunds 
Quartet make their British concert 
debut in this recital recorded last 
month at the Bridgewater Hal Intro- 
duced by Paul Aten. Wfebem: 
Langsamer Safe. Mozart String 
Quartet in F, K168. Shostakovich: 
String Quartet No 8, Op tio 
2A0 The ESC Orchestras. 

4A0 Ensemble 
4L45 Music Madina 
5A0 In Tuna 

730 Performance on a Edward 
Downes conducts \fenfc Intensely 
dramatic and powerful setting of the 
Mass for the Dead in a concert given 
last July at Symphony Hafi, Birming- 
ham Nha Rautio (soprano), Sally 
Burgess (mezzo), Dennis ONe* 
(tenor), John Torrtinson (bass), 
jiy Mendetesohn Chor of Pittsburgh, 

BBC National Chorus and Orchestra 
ofWales/Edfard Downes \fercf: Re- 

quiffln 

9A0 Postsopt An idiosyncratic his- 
tory of daasical duets and an inci- 
dental history of loi*ia told by 
dancers and thinkers. 4: ‘Sexy Real- 
ism 1 . Romeo and JuSet, rtrty dandrg. 


PICK OF THE DAY 


NICARAGUA IS the focus of 
Crossing Continents (11am R4). 
Isabel HQton asks why a countiy 

that pmhn wwl c^vnnBRm IiaBBUeh 

a high levei of domestic violence. 

At the Beeb (S^Opm R2) 
celebrates the career of Roomie 
Barker (right) with a collage of 
dips, from unfunny sketches 
with Ronnie Corbett to nostalgia- 
inducing snatches of Porridge 
ood Open AR Hours. 


The military historian John 
Keegan’s look at the changing 
face of heroism. The Mode of 
Command, excerpted in Hie 
Late Book (1240am R4) baOds 
towards an assessment of 
leadership in the xmdear age. 
Hie false heroics of Adolf EHtec 
the self-titled “First Soldier of the 
Reich" and botcher of Stalingrad, 
are put under the microscope. 

Dobonic Cavendish 



&20 Haydn and Bartok. Boris 
Berman (piano). Bartok: Six Dances 
in Bulgarian Rhythm (Mkrokosmos, 
Book 6) Haydn: Sonata in E flat, H 
XVI 52. (R) 

KLOO Music Restored. UrceSkeap- 
ing introduces a proeparnme of 
country deSghts, ndudfog a pastoral 
cantata by Hasse performed by Em- 
ma.Kkkby (soprano) and London 
Baroque; and a sonata by the 
French Baroque composer Mchd 
Btavet performed by Claire QiHnond 
(flute) John Toil (harpsichord) and 
Charles MedJam (cato) 

1045 flight Waves. Few have writ- 
ten oftheaxperiBnceand moraityof 
reading as powarfidy as Alberto 
Manguei Bom te Buenos Aires and 
now 6vng in Canada, Manguei is kv 
tematfonaBy renowned as a transte- 
Ixn anthologist and essayist, with 
books inducing the acclaimed A 
History of Raacfing 1 . With a new col- 
lection of essays pubfehed this week 
In BrtWa Aberto Manguei taUo to 
Paul ABen about the nature of books 
and the place of ftaredura in contem- 
porary culture, Plus a report on 
toonightte opening erf Boitois 
■Meprtstopbdes’ at the EngBsh Na- 
tional Qeera. 

1130 Jazz Notes. 

ttAO Composer of the Week: 

Defiua (R) 

LOO - GAO Through the Night 
RADIO 4 
(92A-946MH2 FM ) 

GAO Today. 

9A0 Melvyn Bragg - in OurTtma 
9L30Q&A 

945 Serial: Letters from My Wind- 
mi. 


10AO NEWS; Wbmanfe Hour 
1LOO NEWS; Crosssng Continents. 
See Pick of the Day. 

1L30 My Unde Fredda (R) 

12J00 NEWS; Yxi and \burs. 

LOO The World at One 
L30 Open Country. 

2A0 NEWS; The Archers. 

2d5 Afternoon Ray: East Coast 
Line (Southbound) 

3A0 f'EWS; Cal You and Yours: 
0870 010 0444. 

3L28 Radio 4 Appeal. 

3A0 Carnival Tales. 

345 This Sceptred teto. 

4A0 NEWS; N6cq Work. 

430 The Material World. 

5A0PM. 

GAO Six OX^tock News. 

630 Dear John. (R) 

7A0 NEWS; The Archers. 

135 Front Row. Fran cin e Stock 
chairs Vrre arts programme. 

745 The Cry of the Bittern An envi- 
ronmental drama by Tim Jackson. 
8A0 NEWS; What If?. Four pro- 
cyammes in which Professor Christo- 
pher Andrew and his guests rewrite 
history by imagining how past events 
could have been different 2: ‘Alfred 
the Gear. Alfred the Greaft victory 
over the Vidngs at Edngton in 878 
was a furring point in British history. 
Among other things ft led to the unifi- 
cation of England and the growth of 
a literate Christian tradtion But what 
if he had been defeated? 

830 The Week in Westminster. 

Steve Richards of the New States- 
man takBs a knk behind the scenes 
atVtfestmrnstec 

9A0 NEWS; Leadrtg Edge. Rom 
understandhg the nature of the cos- 


mos to the latest thinking on the ori- 
gins of fife, Geoff Watts reports on 
the very latest from the cutlng edge 
of science. 

930 Melvyn Bragg - in Our Time. 
Mefvy n Bragg and guest cfccuss 
ideas and events which have Influ- 
enced our frna 

KLOO NEWS; The World Tonight 
With Robin Lustig. 

1045 Book at Bedtime: Strait Is the 
Gale David McKal reads an 
abridged version of the story by Arv 
cto Gde (4/5) (R) 

1LOO NEWS: The Way tt te. Satire, 
sketches and a hard look behind the 
weekfc meda events. Starring Shion 
Evans, Tracy-Arm Oberman, Dave 
Lamb and Chris Pavta. 

1130 A Good Read (R) 

KLOO News. 

1230 Tire Late Book: The Mask of 
Command. See Pick of the Day . 
1240 Shipping Forecast 
LOO As World Service. 

530 World News. 

535 Shipping Forecast 
540 Inshore Forecast 
545 Prayer for the Day 
547 - 6JD0 Farming Today. 

RADIO 4 LW 

(t98kHz) 

945 * KLOO Daly Servica 12A0 
- 12 j 04 News; Slipping Forecast 
5-54 - 557 Shipping Forecast 
1130 - 1200 Today h Parliament 
RADIOS LIVE 
(683, 909kHz MW) 

GAO Breakfast 
9A0 Nicky Campbel 
12A0 The MWday News. 

LOO The Cheltenham Festival. 
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SKYPREMER 

&00 Fly Awey Home (996) (4667^. 8AO 
Charted Ghost Story (894) £1944) KLOO 
tt 'fekos Tro f©95) (25760) 124)0 Tha.DF 
rectorB (35M7) LOO Fammesf Fatstes 
(44695). See PhkafthB Day. 2J06 Fly 
Away Home (199C9 (SEW). 4JOO Charier 
Ghost Stay (094) (70944) 530 It Wbb 
Two (995) (SWfy. 130 Tracey T&kes On_ 
(B925)8JK> Hoflywood Buzz (3654). &30 
Setena (1997) (02BO33O2) 1040 TlieA& 
cajsed (B88) (006387^ SeeFfck oftfw 
Day. tZ30 CUdran of a Lesser God 
(B85) (7SB19) 240 Screamers (1995) 
pieatt) 42044W The Dtectors fB73cmi 

SKY MOVEMAX 

TOO Buck and the Mutfc (t9S7) 
(59B05 9L00 And Baby Mates Six (1379) 
(40J66)i HOO Snowboard Academy (1997) 
(71234) LOO Buck and tee Magic Bracelet 
(897) (17654) 500 And Baby Makes Six 
(S7^ (87944) SjOO The Chn lingers 
(888 (IBOIEQl XOO Snowboard Academy 
(897) (50857) 500 Asmdar (896) 

(82079). ttOO MedusaS Chid- Part 2 
(897) (B0548) 1235 Mother; May I Steep 
vrth Danger? (896} (999567) 240 Marie: 

A Hue Story (885) (123364) 4J05 Adrenar 
fe.- Fear the Rush (895) (823616) 5u25 - 
200 The ChaBangera (8BG} (B438318Q) 

SKYCMEMA 

000 Ooeaa 4U90 A Star te Bom (837) 
(7965147) (MM Rom the Terrae (86(9 
P&W69Z) &30 1 Married a Monster from 
Outer Space (856) 0461215). IOjOO 

> Arand iho WbrM h 80 Days («56) 
(896389^1240 Suidan Impact (885} 
(TtagtW) 240 Tbwntxi TrW (857) 
(223463^ 4L05 - SjOO The Ga&nt Hours 
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JODIE FOOTER IS Slich a 
consummate actress that her 
two Oscars have been won for 
completely different roles. In 
The Silence of the Lambs, she 
plays a fiercely ambitious and 
intelligent FBI agent white in The 
Accused (10.40pm Sky Premier), 
by Jonathan Kaplan, she plays 
the polar opposite, a trailer-park 
girl who brings an action against 
a gang of men who raped her 
in a bar. In this contribution to 
the “Oscar Winners” season. 


she works well opposite Kelly 
McGiHis (right) who plays the 
lawyer she initially mistrusts 
and then increasingly comes to 
rely on. It is tough watching, but 
undeniably powerful stuff. 

Susan Sarandon finally got the 
recognition she deserved with 
her Best Actress Oscar for Dead 
Mon. Walking, but she had been 
turning in good work for years. 
She is profited in today’s Ffemmes 
Fhtales (1pm Sky Premier). 

JAMES RAMPTON 
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S4MAFesttatMcHg|nk(1904) (1184549^. 
XSO The Dtfa (SB107SS) 8JOO Lire Vteter 
taOiocda*(883(B354S8$.9L55hi- 
iMgance P47865. KLOO U Grande 
Bcwffe(«^0i0 5a ota).i245JBnK«iJa- 
mon (89Q (945550) UP Pont Look 
1-640 The 
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, Rw Hunto Rshhg Adventures 

V®Jf963)430 The Car Show (840147) 
9fOJ^««S7S78)6JOOWIdHeSOS 
(*»«) L30 Uraamad Africa (5854406) 
- mO RM UWworid (841876}. BJO Deoow 
*«8 gre(96 3TO31)2jOOSdencaRotv 
^{*5789^ KKOO Hoorar Dam 
ItOO Forerete Detectives 
H4M The Greet EgrypterB 
“ UHF2JOO htder (5S7B46) 


SKY ONE 

ZOO Count Duckula (45825) 730 The 
S^npsons P77B0). 840 The Smpeons 
(88BI) 8-30 Holywood Squares ^7012) 
9.00 SaBy Jeasy Raphael (1042^ KLOO 
The Oprah WWrey Show p3944) HOO 
GUtyl (7370^. OLOO Jenny Jones (40437) 
LOO Mad about Wxj (44296) L30 Jaop- 
ardy {22673). 24» Ssly Jessy Raphael 
(35050) 3 jD 0 Jenny Jones ^7895) 44M 
Gidtyf (36302) 500 Star Trek: toyagar 
(3895). BjDO Americas Dumbest Crirrinals 
(S07EL &30 Dream Item 8401) 7 j 00 The 
Simpsons (1296) Z30 The Srrpsons 
(62^) iloo Americas Dumbest Crinnafe 
(804) 830 WOridfe WBIrdeatTV (9078) 
aoo FHands (32586) 9 l30 E R 83215) 

1030 Wroicati Closet (18055) ILOO 
Dream Taem (37U31). fL30 Star Trek: Voy- 
ager P3t2^ 12J0 Tha Commfeh $3968). 
L30 - ZOO Long Pfay (7203141) 

SKY SPORTS 1 

ZOO Sky Sports Centre (463*437) W5 
Wbrid Wresting (93278S) 8J5 MxiYb on 
Sky Sports (3387906) MO Racing News 
(49401) SL30 Aerobics (4TW7) ICUJO Pool 
(17166) ILOO Mite Tfennfe (37302) 12JttO 
Mrobics (2895) 12J0 Euopean Tbur 
Golf Magazine (45963) LOO Athletics 
(4048) 2JM VVbrid Motor Sport (33S234) 
SJOO World Wresting Federation Super- 
stare (5895) 6L0O Sky Sports Centre 
(6499) SJ30 Footbal L^gue Review 
(2609) ZOO WhEdaWsekand (3296) TOO 
bside the PGA Tbur (9963) &00 AMstira 


(9629^ 9LOO Sparteh Footbal 8696C9. 
KLOO Sky Sports Centre $0567$. 1045 
KbuVa on Sky Sports (112654) 1VOO Hans 
Wtarld Sport (8895) *L00 Sky Sports 
Centre (B507971) 12J5 VbuYeon Sky 
Sports (S1150«) LOO Fortbafl LaagueRe- 
vtow p2364) L30 What a Wbefcend 
(9385) 2JOO Spanish Footbal (37682) 
3J00 Hans Vtold Sport (96567) 4 jQO Sky 
Sports Centre (816^703) 4*5 Ctosa 
SKY SPCMRTS 2 

ZOO Aerobics - Qz Style (2517B75) Z30 
Sky Sports Certre (5334227) Z4W Racing 
News (B 2616 a 2 ) SJ5 UnbeSevabte Sports 
pt30R30) a4S Sports Centre (9(49505) 
9JK) Rsh TV (5310437) 9J0 Gotf Extra 
(7961234) 12J30 Rugby Laagua World 
(8557321) SL0O Vtetaraports Vtoid 
(8773673) 3.00 Table Tennis (300187^. 
4JOO PboS (3080383) SJOO Footbal Re- 
view (5962692) SJ30 FUtod Mundal 
(BOtt3S2) (LOO Whal a Wterffflnd (GBB75) 
«L3ffl Fomia Three 826055) 700 Trans 
Wbrld Sport (1380600) SJOO Fbotbafl 
League Review (5988876) 030 FUtbol 
WkTKtBi 8967383) 9J00 Pord GoK USA 
(B13090Q. flOO 'febte Tenris (B212M85. 
12-00 Fbrmia Three (21B842E) 1230 
Ice Hockey (9426616) 330 Sky Sporte 
Centre (50B442Q. 3» Ctoea 
SKY SPORTS 3 

124W VTOrid Wresting (©4W7P) LOO 
Fish TV (31420708) 130 Fisii TV 
(19421234)230 FA Cup Classics 
(238^506) 230 a®by LeaffJB W*irW 


84475031) 500 Survival of the Rttest 
£7077234) 530 Inside the PGA lbt* 
(14907903) euOOTbbteTteniS f»407654) 
ZOO RitbOl Murxfal P7D5W70) Z30 k» 
Hockey Sheffield Steetere vs London 
Knights (4838383) 1030 Footbal Soap- 
book (4973857) 1L30 Ctosa 


ZW Sfad Dog (7850 8JD0 Cart P47B0) 
930 SW Jumping (36215) K7JX7 SW 
Junpkig (56079) 1230 Motorcycing 
(8963) 1230 Motoares (30031) LOO 
Snowboardng (93586) LOO Snooker 
(796147) 430 SJd Jumping (21692) 530 
Trial (68470) 830 Racing Lire (50963) 
Z30 Boxno pa« p\ n an Footbal 

(409H505) -HU5 FootbQl (5325321) H30 
Racing Une (29944) 1230 Ctosa 
UK GOLD 

ZOO Crossroads (8507215) 730 Nei^v 
boure 8671383) Z55 East&xJera 
(833352) 830 The Bl (3227031)830 
The Bl (320383) 930 Pride and Preju- 
dee P03B8Q. «30 Rhoda (3W7895) 
ILOO Datas (40S1963) 1LS5 Neighbours 
(7525129Q. 1235 EastEnders (2096050) 
130 Bugs (688031) 230 Dabs 
(7894654) 2L55 The Bl (1806925) 3J25 
The BB peeiflL 335 EaslEndere 
(348499) 430 Rhoda (8 4250^. S 30 Al 
CreeAjres Great and Smal (268759^ 630 
Dynasty (688896) ZOO The Comedy Al- 
temative: Ever Decreasing Octes 
(7725302) Z40 Dacfe Army (483925) 
8-20 The Brittas Empire (2324673) 930 


The Mxng Ones (1027586) 9u40 Bottom 
(688925) 1030 Conmon as Muck 
(12027302) K30 B0 (2206302) 1230 
The Bi P050B19) 1230 BlackaSder Goes 
Forth (9281762) 130 french and Samdare 
(6824703) 140 DangerfeW (32404S29) 
Z*5 - ZOO Shoppilfl (7693281) 

UVMG 

630 Uny and Crew (79468892) 630 10 
pfas 2 (48827S25) 630 Greedyeauus mid 
«w Gang (98496505) tL45 PMberttha 
Frog (96495076) 630 Pol® Dot Shorts 
(9B476M) zoo Practical Parerarig 

(3262708) 705 Pn*es30r Btffcte (133W9S) 
730 Caflou (6857963) 735 Bug Alert 
(7735B95) 735 ftacdcal Parenting 
(9650657) 830 Barney and Friends 
(966Q234) &2S Babaloos (1250673) 830 
Tny "Cries (3034654) 835 Tny and Crew 
(4964092) 830 Practical Parenting 
(8481321) 930 Special Babies (8178760) 
930 The Rosearvu Show - Ughfghts 
(705594^. 1030 The jBny Springer Show 
(938370^ 1030 Maury Rjvicfi (379258^. 
11A0 Brookside (2315B70Q. 12J0 
TTrough the Keyhole (21494505) 1240 
Rescue 9t1 (6295357^. UO Beyond Beta! 
(3978094^ L40 Maiy Pbvteh (4890079) 
230 Special Babies (91456735. 330 Liv- 
ing Room (8257031) 330 Uchael Cole 
(4554147) 430 Throu^i the Keyhole 
(59969383) 540 The Heat Is On 
(156682B) 540 Ready, Steady Cook 
(B04628) 845 ThB Jeny Springer Show 
(1790321) ZQ5 Rescue 9T1 (4558147) Z35 
Admal Rescue (4838234) 830 LA Law 
(2990895) 930 FRms Romance VUsek: 
Love h Another Tbwn (2360654) ILOO 
The Sex files D (7329302) 1230 Cbsa 
TNT 

9JDO The PhBadeiptria Story (840} 
(53195215) 1U5 To Have and Haw Not 
(®44J (74099437) US The Fbeer (8681 
(50261884) 330 The Day They Rdbbed 
the Bank of England (i960) (82316635) 
530 Ctosa 

PARAMOUNT COMEDY CMAWEl. 
730 Jemy (4168) Z30 dace under Hre 
(7505)830 Ban (3906) 830 Spin City 
(2321) 930 Drop the Dead Dortrey 
(89418) 930 Whose Lire Is it Anyway? 
S3M) 1030 Raster (20166) 1030 
Cheers (99906) 1130 Sdnfeid ( 84963 ) 
1130 The Larry Senders Show (32R1) 
1230 Lite Mgiit «4th Dsrid Latterman 
(66684) 130 Tted p0906) 130 Hontlna 
(91797) 230 Dr KeSz (83161) 230 Tbs 
and Fire (28488) 330 Mghtatand (57342) 
330-430 Abbott & Cos&lo (95546) 
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■HaadBnes (4660383) 345 AngfiaNows 
and Weather (4669654) 530 Home 
and Away (9310128) 535 About AngSa 
(898507^. 630 AngSa News £15). 
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i Anglia News and Weather 
(7SZ?m «30 Crime Night (816296) 
TW4Wi The Ticket (844079) 1230 Pub- 
8c Morals (20093) 1230 The Jerry 
Springer Show (7355066) Lf 5 
Trainspatiare (807857) 230 Box Office 
America (9536987) 340 Cybernet 
(47T12109) 3-40 Murdec She wrote 
(6075345) 430 Coach (4B389613) 
435 TTVMghtscrean (3209161) 

CENTRAL 

Ax Carlton except: 12.20 Central 
News and Weather (71S4654) 1235 
Home end fern (44070^. 240 Echo 
Point (563i7D5d) 530 Shorfiand Street 
(302) 830 Central News at Six (215) 
4130 Central News (7B27W) 1LOT WPn- 
darfijl Vbu (11Q079) 435 JobftKler 
(17CT7S2S) 530 Asian Eye (32TB38) 

HTV fAf-Pf 

As Cariton ewcapt: 1030 This 
M438944) 1245 HTV News 
*235 ShZmnd Street 
130 Home and Awsy 
) 135 The Jem “ 
(1383370)3^0 ITVi 



Bnas (4660386) 345 HTV News 
(4689654) 530 Crazy Creafcnrei 
830 HTV News (215) 730 Wales Tlw 
Week (BOBi 1030 In the Company of 
stiwmere (8654) 1130 HTV News 
nS) 1130 WsCan Wtork It Out 
(85031) 1230 Tales from the Darksjde 
( 20093 ) The jerry Springw wjpw 
(7355068) 145 Ti t riusp oHars (607S57) 
230 Box Office America (9536087) 

340 Cybernet («7Ti2iD9) 330 lArter, 
She Wrote (B07534S) 430 Oarii 
(46389513) 435 Mghtsoreefl (3209161) 

HTV WEST ^ 

AS HTV Wales except: 530 Ptea- 
sure Guide (302) 730 We Can Wo ik it 
Out (600. 1030 The Thrth about Men 
(8654) 1130 A Tripin the Cd^ntaBtffl- 
gy (35031) 1230 Putfc Morals (20093) 

UERUHAN 

As Carnot) exsepts 1030 This 
Morning (44438944) 1245 Median 
News and Weather (4926566) KLJS5 
Shorttend Street (9833SB9) 130 Home 

NgW 

Heacttnes (4660383) 345 Meridian News 
end Wbathw (4668654) 530 Home and 
Away (4128) 536 CHmwtopptes 
(9810960) 530 RidgenderS (302) 630 


Meriden Tonight (2® JH30 Mwjclm 
News ate Weather (414682)1135 Rtz 
— *>4) 1230 The Jerry Springer 
-J55068) 145 Tfah^ottars 
, 2-40 Bex Office America 
-a 3-K* Cybem«J47tt21M) 
£40 MtJder, She wrote (6075345) 430 
Coach (46389313) 435 ITV Nfaftecreen 
(43837^ 530 Freescreen (531B) 

WESTCOUNTRT 

As Carlton except 1030 Thu 
Morning (44438944) 1245 Vteslpountry 
News 0926586 ) 123T aumnatlons 
(TTTaBra) 1235 Wtetoourttiy 

Digit 

( 2 BL Turn N®*® 

«30 WonderM 

Office America p53®S7) 

„„ aVflSiOS) 3.40 Murder, She wrote 

S^Smswss 1 * 

News and wfeather (4928580. 


Home and Away (4413708) 240 Cross 
Whs (5631705C) 530 ^ 


UIIIMImcw — — 

News Head Ines , 

counVyNte»{^S 

with Den (302)' 630 “* 
(2ft) +130 ' 


630 Calendar (215) * 1.20 1 
News and Weather (7B2W) 1130 Rene- 
gade (1WQ79) 430 Jabfindor (5759513) 

TYNE TEES 

Ae Voriuthir* axcwpfc: 1245 North 
East News and Weather (4826586) 530 
North East Tonight (84470) 1130 North 
East News and weather (762741) 1130 
Around the House (85031) 1230 'teles 
from tte Darkside (97780H) 

S4C 

As Channel 4 except: 930 Ysgo- 
Son/Schoois @8112296) 1230 Planed 
Flam (28715418) 430 Ridd Late 

530 Planed Plant Uned 5 
530 Countdown (67D17B95) 
irildlon «3333l2fQ. 640 Heno 
730 robot yCwm 
730 Mawyddton 
. 830 Steymaker ffloewaas) 
830 Pam Ft Duw? (9008CT60) 930 1 
dot (37345168) 1030 Father ted 
(72550418) 1035 Friends (35648321) 

1135 The 11 O’clock Show 1 

1135 King of the 161 1 
Gold Cup Day at Cheltenham 1 
1235 Prey (99661797) UO 
(1013*9Q) 235 Ctosa 


INDEPENDENT PURSUITS 

Chess 


440 Drive. 

730 News Extra. 

720 The Thursday Match. Coverage 
of Cheiseafc visit to Norway to taka 
on Vaierenga in the second teg of 
the European Ctp Winners Cup 
. quarter-final 
930 On the Lfea In-depth rvesfr- 
gation of controversial sporting Is- 
sues. 

1030 Late Mght Live With Mck 
Robinson fed 1030 Sport HOO 
News. 1115 The Financial World 
Tonight 

130 Up Al Night 
530 - 630 Morning Reports: 
CLASSIC FM 

ffOOUO-IOlSMHz FM ) 

630 Nick Baitey 930 Mchael 
Mappia 1230 Requests. 230 
CkaTCerta 330 Jamie Crick. 630 
Mewsniqit. 730 Smooth Classics at 
Sevan. 930 Evening Concert De- 
bussy: Prelude a fapres-mirt tfun 
fauna LSO/Geoffrey Simon. De- 
bussy. Nuages (Nocturnes) Stras- 
bourg PO/Aiafn Lombard. Defius: In a 
Summer Garden. LSO/Bany 
Wordsworth. Henri Rabaud: Proces- 
sion noctuma Monte Carlo 
PO/Armh Jordan frefand: London 
Pteces. Eric Parkin (piano) Debussy: 
Images. CSSO/Smon Rattle tLOO 
Alan Mam. 2 j 00 Concerto 330 
630 Mark Griffiths. 

VRGM RADIO 

(t26. T197-t26QkHz MW KfiBMHz FM ) 
630 Chris Evans. 930 Russ 
Wfflams. 130 Mark Forrest 430 
Harriet Scott 635 London Cafing 
wfth Harriet ScotVAM Pets and Ge- 
off 730 Pete and Geoff 1030 
Gary Davies. 130 Richard Atea 
430 - 630 Phi Kennedy 
WORLD SERVICE RADIO 
(198kHz LW) 

UOO The World Today 130 West- 
way. L45 Performance 230 The 
World Today. 230 Focus on Faith. 
330 The Vlforid Today. 320 Sports 
FkxflidupL 330 World Business Re- 
port 3-45 Insight 4JOO - 730 The 
World Today (400-700) 

TALK RADfO 
630 Sg Boys Breakfast with David 
Banks & Ntek Ferrari 930 Scott 
CTOshofrnand Sally James. 1230 
Justice with Jacobs. 130 Anna Rae- 
burn - Uva and Direct 430 Sport- 
Zona 730 One to One unto Andy 
Gray. 830 Jackie Mason 1030 
James Whale 1230 Ian Coffins. 


JON SPEELMAN 

THE EIGHT Amber Blindfold and 
Rapid Chess Tournament started 
on Tuesday at the Metropole Pal- 
ace Hotel in the casino square in 
Monaco, Sponsored as always by 
the Dutch multimillionaire Joop 
van Oosterom, it will run until 28 
March; those with an Internet con- 
nection can find daily coverage at 
httpy/www.tascjil/amberS. 

As the name implies, this is no 
ordinary event but rather follows its 
own unique format Each day con- 
sists of two games against the 
same opponent The first is a nor- 
mal rapid game at the time limit of 
25 minutes plus 10 seconds extra 
per move; but the second, with 25 
minutes and 20 seconds extra, is 
played ‘'blindfold” with the players 
mousing in their moves on a blank 
computer screen - a somewhat 
traumatic variant which can take a 
lot of getting used to and last year 
was extremely tough on Matthew 
Sadler; who scored badly. Sadly he 
has not been invited this time. 

Not that anybody would be tot- 
ally blithe about jumping into such 
a bear pit The next fortnight 
should see some splendidly blood- 
curdling combat as these heavy- 
weights get stuck into each other. 

Indeed, there was already plenty of 
action and and some big surprises 
in the first round as Karpov beat 
Gelfand 2-0 and Predrag Nikoloc 
made the same score against Ivan- 
chuk; while the score was 1.5-0 .5 in 
Lautier os Piket, Kramnik os 
Topalov and Ljubcrjevic vs Anand, 
and the only drawn match was 
between Shirov and Van Wely. 

Anand would not normally be 
your favoured choice of first-round 
opponent but this time Ljubqjevic 
rose to the occasion. By transpos- 


ition they reached a Sicilian Mar* 
oezy bind in which Anand initially 
seemed to get some advantage 
with 13 c5 which cant be met by 13 
...dxc5 in view of 14 f4 Neg4 15 e5 
Nxe3 16 N.\e3 winning a piece for 
not quite enough compensation. 

Anand with 22 Ne2 initiated an 
operation whereby with 25 Rd7 he 
was first to penetrate to the seventh 
rank but then the bishops started 
to count 

The very sharp position after 29 
b4 would be hard enough at a slow 
time limit, let alone rapidplay. 
Anand's idea was that if 29 
...Rxe2? 30 Bc5! but after 29 ...Kg7 

30 Nxtt looks better when one line 
goes Bd6 31 Ha8! exf4 32 Bd4+ KgS 
33 FL£a6Rcl+34 K£2 Rfi + 35 Kxfl 
Bo4+ 36 K£ Bxa6 3T a3 and White 
has quite reasonable drawing 
chances. White was in trouble after 

31 ...Bxb4 and at the end fell into 
a snap mate. 

White: Viswanathan Anand 

Blade Ljubomir Ljubojevie 
Sicilian Maroczy Bind 


1 d4Nffi 

19 b3 Bf7 

2c4g6 

20 exfa Nsfa 

3 Nc3 Bg7 

21 Nxfigxfa 

4e4d6 

22NeCQxd2 

5 NO 0-0 

23 Rxc8+ Rxc8 

6 Be2 co 

24Rxd2a6 

7 0-0 cxd4 

25 Rd7e5 

S Nxd4 Nc6 

26 RxbT f4 

9Be3Bd7 

27 Bb6 Rc2 

10Nc2 Qa5 

28 Rb8+ Bf8 

11 Qd2 Rfcfi 

29b4Kg7 

12 fS Ne5 

30 Nd4 Rcl+ 

13 c5 Ne8 

31 K£l Bxb4 

14 Rfdl Be6 

32Nfa+Kg6 

15 Nd4 Nc4 

33 Nh4+ Kh5 

16 Bxc4 Bxc4 

34 NS? Bel+! 

17 cxd6 Nxd6 

0-1 

18 Rad fa 



POKER 

David Spanier 


OMAHA (THE four-card version of 
Hold 'em) is now a favourite game 
at the Grosvenor Victoria casino in 
the Edgware Road, London W2. 
Most nights you can find games 
running from a £50 buy-in to a 
£1,000 buy-in in the big game. In the 
small game the blinds are £1 and 
£2, with £2 to the next player in line 
if he wants to to call, which is not 
ruinous. I saw one lady who said 
she had never played the game 
before (why do people rush in like 
this?) completely misunderstand 
her cards and miraculously win 
the first pot with a single 10 high! 

In Omaha the golden rule is that 
yon most either hold the nuts or be 
drawing to the nuts. Anything less 
is dangerous - for example, trying 
to hit a king-high flush. But I have 
been much impressed by another 
precept of winning play, which 
underpins the golden rule. It is to 
try to play heads-up (two-handed), 
by blocking out as many other 
players as possible. 

Here is an example of strong 
technique by Dave “Devil Fish" 
Ullyott, “playing down" in the £200 
game for a change. Boris bet 
before the flop, Dave raised, Spyro 
called and Boris raised again. Dave 
had a pretty mediocre hand - Q-10- 
6-2 but be knew where Boris was 


at - he was marked with two aces. 

The flop came down 9-8-2 off- 
suit. Boris bet the pot, around £150, 
as he should in this situation, and 
Dave raised! He hasn't realty got 
anything but he wanted to drive out 
Spyro. so he could take on Boris 
heads-up. Spyro, however, had hit 
trip 9s and called The turn (fourth) 
card was a Q. As it happened this 
gave Boris a straight, because he 
had J-10 with his pair of aces. He 
bet £300 and Dave, on queens up, 
raised again! He did not know, of 
course, that Boris, who was nearly 
all 1 in, had made a straight; he 
simply wanted to drive out Spyro, 
which he did. 

The river (last) card brought 
another deuce, giving Dave a hill 
house 2s on queens. You could say 
be was lucky which he was, but be 
out-played his opponents in extra- 
vagant style. No wonder the Asian 
gamblers in Las Vegas dub him 
“Devil Fish". 

I am not suggesting everyone 
should play like this. Fbr one thing, 
you need a complete disregard for 
money. You also have to read your 
opponents wefl. But if a player con- 
tinually takes the initiative, ham- 
mering in raises on every round, he 
can run over the game. Alter- 
natively, be can go home broke. 


Concise Crossword 

No3873 Thursday 18 March 



ACROSS 

Cut into two (5) 

Robing 17) 

Mediterranean city 13,4) 
Proportion (5) 

Be pre-eminent (5) 

II Storage locker (7) 

13 Sign (4) 

15 Performing company (6> 
17 Why out (61 
20 Grassed area (4) 

22 Kidnaps (7) 

24 Greek letter (5) 

26 Musical drama (5) 

27 Airfoil (7) 

28 Portentous (7) 

2$ Exhaust (5) 



Tricky situation (3,4) 
Flowering tree (5) 
Wraparound (7) 
livety (mus.) (6) 
Bush (5) 

Acute (7) 

(5) 
tt) 

14 (4) 



(7) 

. (7) 

19 Irish river (71 

21 Attack (6) 

22 Distant (5) 

23 Banter (5) 

25 Italian City (5) 


Solution to yesterday's Concise Crossword: 

ACROSS: l Tto,sTkwed tfigtoed), \ En»gl8e,0 BuiMAcbiUes heeL IQ Kaepeti" 
Poplar. 14 Coldflhonldffl: 18 Hi-fi, 19 Vocalist, 20 E&ar, 21 AwL DOWN: l Tbanaffl, 2 
Parch, 3 Ttwe ,^ 4 Vtershlp, S Drire, S MiHai 11 Puddin& 12 Fumcfe, 13 AeresoL 15 Oplae, 

16 Howe*; 17 Delia. 

The first two across answers always Form a pun 

Tuesday’s concise crossword contained an error The due to 20 across 
should have read “to go in". Wfe regret any confusion caused to readers. 
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